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STUDENTS SAY

“I am deep into Lesson 35. It’s amazing how
much can be gathered from the Scriptures con-
cerning Pentecost. Well, I just passed my 81st
milestone, Oct. 31.”

—Man, Louisiana

Qualifications Necessary?

“Today I heard Mr. Ted Armstrong mention
a Bible Correspondence Course offered by Am-
bassador College. Would you please tell me the
qualifications as to prior education, denomina-
tional ties, etc.? Also the cost, if any. I am not
a preacher, but I am a speaker and speak often
in our church, usually for young people. You
have simplified several passages which had
always been so complicated to me.”

—Man, Wichita, Kansas

e The Ambassador College Bible Correspon-
dence Course is non-denominational, and free
of tuition cost. No previous formal education is
required.

Burned Lessons Replaced

“Tt certainly was wonderful to go to my mail-
box and find the large package of pamphlets
and booklets to replace the ones I thought were
gone forever when our home burned! Each
lesson of the Bible Correspondence Course
was also replaced. And all of this without any
request for the money it cost to mail them.”

—Man, Missouri

Two Students from France

“I sincerely want to thank you for sending
me regularly your magazine and your Bible
Correspondence Course. To say how much time
I devote to studying them would be difficult.
At first I didn’t understand them, but, little by
little, I became more interested, and I now wait
impatiently for them. If I had known and under-
stood when I was twenty years old what I now
know, my life would have been very different!”

—Woman, St. Bonnet-le-Chateau

“For several years that I have been receiving
the Bible Correspondence Course, I have always
written all the lessons and the Bible verses indi-
cated in large notebooks. I enjoy doing it, and
it gives me the chance to review the lessons
from time to time. Sometimes I am surprised
because your statements are so different from
what I believed until a few years ago.”

—Student, Lyons, France
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The Plain of the Law
—Wady Er-Raba—before
Mount Sinai. In this deso-
late valley over three million Israelites gathered to
receive the Words of God—the Ten Command-
ments—on the Day of Pentecost or Firstfruits.
Today, God promises to write His laws in the
hearts and minds of those who obey Him by His
Holy Spirit.
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FEAST OF PENTECOST —

THE CHURCH IN GOD’S
MASTER PLAN

Ip you know that unless Christ’s disciples
D had been KEEPING the Day of Pente-

cost they wouldn’t have received God’s
Holy Spirit?

Without God’s Spirit No ONE could ever
inherit eternal life! Without God’s Spirit you
can’t even worship God as you should! John
said, “God is a spirit: and they that worship
Him must worship Him in SPIRIT AND IN
TRUTH!” (John 4:24.)

No one can worship God in spirit if he has
not the Spirit of God!

God’s Holy Spirit came to the disciples for
the first time on the Day of Pentecost, Monday,
June 18, 31 A.D. It changed their lives. It can
change yours!

You need to thoroughly understand the
importance of the Day of Pentecost—the day
on which Jesus founded the New Testament
Church. Pentecost pictures the little-understood
THIRD VITAL STEP in God’s Master Plan!

Steps in God’s Plan Reviewed

God’s seven annual festivals outline His Mas-
ter Plan. Because the world rejects these Holy
Days, it has lost the knowledge of the purpose
for human life. These holy periods of time are
not “Jewish.” The Jews rejected Christ because
they failed to keep the Passover on the right
day. They did not receive the Holy Spirit be-
cause they failed to keep Pentecost on the right
day!

The Passovir is to remind us that Jesus
Christ paid a tremendous price for our sins. He
offered something more valuable than anything
we could offer—the sacrifice of His perfect hu-
man life!

Because we broke God’s law and earned the
wages of sin, which is death (Rom. 6:23), Jesus
had to die in our stead. We need the cleansing
blood of Christ to pay for our sins. The
Passover was given to us as an annual memorial
so we would never forget it. The Passover—or
communion service—is the first step in God’s
Master Plan of salvation!

Next, God reminds us to qurT SINNING! The
Days oF UNLEAVENED BREAD picture putting the
leaven of sin (I Cor. 5:7-8) out of our lives, and

‘beginning to live in complete submission and

obedience to God’s laws. When we begin to obey

God and totally surrender to Him, we take the
second step in God’s plan. But that is not
enough! We need the Holy Spirit of God if we
are to ever inherit eternal life.

This third step in God’s plan is pictured for
us by the DAY or PENTECOST, or Feast of First-
fruits.

Let’s begin LESSON THIRTY-FIVE. . . .

Christ Promised Spiritual Help

1. Did Jesus Christ promise spiritual help to
His disciples? John 14:16. What was the “Com-
forter” that Christ promised? Verse 26. What
else is the Holy Spirit called besides ‘“Com-
forter”? Verse 17. Was the Holy Spirit dwelling
with the disciples in the person of Christ? Same
verse. But had the disciples received the Holy
Spirit dwelling within them as yet? Same verse.

ComMENT: The Holy Spirit had been with
the disciples in the person of Christ. But now
He was to ascend into Heaven. He promised to
send the Holy Spirit to be within them as it had
been in Him! The word, “comforter” is trans-
lated from the Greek word, “parakletos” which
means, “one who goes alongside to help.”

2. Was Jesus’ promise to send the Holy
Spirit repeated after He had been crucified and
resurrected from the dead? Acts 1:8-9.

3. Did Christ tell the disciples to wait in

Before Jesus ascended from the Mount of Olives, He
promised to send the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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Jerusalem until they received God’s Spirit?
Luke 24:49.

CoMMENT: The word, “tarry” does not refer
to an ecstatic, emotional, pseudo-religious meet-
ing held in Jerusalem as some deluded people
believe, but merely means “wait.” It is an
archaic English word which was used in 1611,
when the King James Bible was translated, to
mean ‘“‘wait.”

4. When did the disciples actually receive the
gift of God’s Holy Spirit? Acts 2:1-4. On what
pAY did the Holy Spirit come? Same verses.

5. Was there a meeting going on in Jerusalem
on the Day of Pentecost? Acts 2:5-13. Who
were these people who had gathered in
Jerusalem from all over the Roman Empire?
Same verses, especially verse 5.

CoMMENT: These Jews were called “devout”
men because although they were not yet disci-
ples of Christ, they lived according to God’s
laws revealed in the Old Testament. Remember,
at this time the only Bible people had was what
we call the Old Testament. The New Testament
had not as yet been written.

6. Why were Christ’s disciples gathered to-

s

Z. Kluger Photo
Harvest sheaves gathered in Palestine. The spring
barley harvest began with the symbolic wave-sheaf
offering.
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gether with “devout” Jews from all over the
Roman Empire? Had everyone gathered to-
gether at a specific time and in a specific place
for the Day of Pentecost? What was significant
about the Day of Pentecost? Acts 2:1.

ComMENT: The Day of Pentecost was ob-
served LONG BEFORE the Holy Spirit came in
A.D. 31 as recorded in the Book of Acts!

Pentecost was called the “Feast of Firstfruits”
in the Old Testament and was observed by “de-
vout” people (including Christ’s disciples) for
many generations (Lev. 23:15-21).

The Greek word pentecost is derived from
two Greek words: pente meaning “fifty” and
cost meaning ‘“‘to count.” Literally translated
Pentecost means, “count fifty.” (Smith’s Dic-
tionary of the Bible, article: PENTECOST.)

Christ’s disciples waited in Jerusalem as
Jesus had commanded until the Feast of Pente-
cost or Firstfruits when they were all together
in one place on one of God’s ANNUAL HOLY
DAYS. It was then that Jesus Christ sent the
Holy Spirit and began the New Testament
Church!

If Christ’s disciples had not obeyed Him—if
they had not been KEEPING THE DAY OF PENTE-
cosT, or Firstfruits—they wouLp NoT HAVE RE-
CEIVED GOD’S HOLY SPIRIT! God gives
His Spirit only to those who oBey Him! (Acts
5:32.)

Christ the Wave Sheaf

Almighty God knows man is best reminded
by what he repeats year after year! God estab-
lished His Holy Days—memorials of the pPLAN
of God—in conjunction with the two ANNUAL
HARVESTS. God uses the physical harvest seasons
as a pattern of the two SPIRITUAL HARVESTS.

In Palestine there are two annual harvest
seasons. The first one is a small spring harvest
following the winter rains. It begins on the day
of the Wave-Sheaf offering, and ends at the Day
of Pentecost. In the late summer and early
autumn the second harvest season occurred. It
followed the late spring or latter rains in
Palestine. It ended with the Feast of INGATHER-
ING, which is called in your Bible THE FEAST OF
TABERNACLES. This fall harvest is the much
greater harvest. You will learn all about it in
future lessons of this Correspondence Course.

The Day of Pentecost pictures the VERY
SMALL early harvest.

The Days of Unleavened Bread occur about
the beginning of the small spring harvest season
(Lev. 23:10-11). The shoots of grain, planted
earlier, have grown to maturity. They are now
fruit-bearing stalks—ready to be harvested.

This first harvest began In the following
manner:
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Feast of Pentecost
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Garden tomb just below Golgotha. After Jesus Christ was resurrected, He ascended into heaven to be ac-
cepted as the first of the firstfruits in God’s spiritual harvest.

On Sunday morning, following the weekly
Sabbath during the Days of Unleavened Bread,
a small handful of newly sickled stems and
heads of barley was brought to the priest to be
accepted by God. This was called the “Wave-
Sheaf Offering,” or the “first of the firstfruits.”

1. Why did God instruct the Israelites to cut
a small handful of grain and wave it to be ac-
cepted by Him during the Days of Unleavened
Bread? Lev. 23:10. What does the Wave Sheaf
symbolize? I Cor. 15:20-23. Who was the
first of the firstfruits of God’s spiritual harvest?
Same verses. ,

2. After Christ was crucified, buried and
resurrected, did He need to be accepted as the
firstfruits of the spiritual harvest? John 20:17.
Were His disciples permitted to touch Him?
Same verse.

CoMMENT: Because Christ was a holy sacri-
fice, and was the first human being to be
resurrected, He fulfilled the symbolism of the
Wave-Sheaf Offering. The morning after He

was resurrected, He had to go before God the
Father to be accepted, just as the High Priest
in the Old Testament had to wave the sheaf of
barley to be accepted by God before the spring
harvest could begin. When Mary met Christ in
the garden, she couldn’t touch Him because His
sacrifice had not yet been accepted in Heaven.

3. After Christ’s sacrifice had been accepted
by God the Father, could His disciples touch
Him? Compare Mat. 28:9 with John 20:20-28.

4. What day was it when Mary saw Christ
in the garden? John 20:19.

ComMMENT: This was the day following the
weekly Sabbath during the Days of Unleavened
Bread. It was the very same day that the Wave
Sheaf was offered! 1t was on this very day that
Jesus Christ, the first of the firstfruits of Gor’
spiritual harv.st, was accepted as the Wave-
Sheaf Offering i heaven!

5. After Christ was accepted in heaven and
returned to earth, what day was it when the
disciples were permitted to touch Him? John
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20:19. Clearly, Christ went to heaven as the
first resurrected Son of God—the first harvested
product of God’s Master Plan—and returned
to His disciples all in the same day!

Pentecost in
the New Testament

Once the Wave Sheaf was offered, the spring
harvest began. The spring harvest ended with
the annual Sabbath of the Feast of Firstfruits,
when all the people gathered to give thanks for
the produce God had given them. Another name
for the Feast of Firstfruits was the Feast of
Weeks (Deut. 16:9-12). Among Greek-speaking
peoples it was called “Pentecost.”

The word “pentecost” refers specifically to
counting the fifty days that elapsed from the
day of the Wave-Sheaf Offering, up to and in-
cluding the Feast of Firstfruits or Weeks. (Lev.
23:15-16.)

1. How long is the Feast of Firstfruits—
Pentecost—to continue to be KEPT among God’s
people? Lev. 23:14, 21.

2. Should God’s people still be KEEPING
PENTECOST TODAY? Same verse.

3. Did Christ’s disciples know they must ap-
pear before God on the Day of Firstfruits—
Pentecost? Acts 2:1-4. Did they think that
God’s ANNUAL HOLY DAYS were done away by
the death of Jesus Christ? Same verses.

4. Did the apostles continue to XKEEP Pente-
cost after the crucifixion? Acts 20:16 and I Co-
rinthians 16:8.

CoMMENT: The last part of Acts 20:16 can
be translated, ¢. . . if it were possible for him
to celebrate at Jerusalem, the Day of Pente-
cost.” Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, was
hurrying to KEEp PENTECOST at Jerusalem, 25
years after Christ’s crucifixion and ascension
into heaven!

5. By what other name does the Old Testa-
ment refer to the Feast of Firstfruits (Pente-
cost)? Deut. 16:9-12.

6. Does the Greek New Testament refer to
Pentecost as the Day of Weeks anywhere in the
New Testament? Acts 13:14 and Acts 16:13.

CoMMENT: In Acts 13:14, the “Sabbath” day
Paul kept in Antioch of Pisidia can properly be
translated, “day of wWeeEks”!

In Acts 16:13, the Sabbath meeting held by
the river in Macedonia was actually the annual
Sabbath of Pentecost! Again, the word, “Sab-
bath” should be translated “wEeeks” from the
Greek word, “sabbaton,” which means either
“sabbaths” or ‘“weeks.”

The apostle Paul kepT PENTECOST, or the
Feast of Weeks, with Gentile Christians in Asia
Minor and Northern Greece years after God
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sent His Holy Spirit to the New Testament
Church! Until 300 years after the death of Jesus
Christ the Day of Pentecost was commonly
called the Day of Firstfruits.

Counting Fifty Days

What day of the week does the Day of
Pentecost fall on? Was it on Sunpay? Let’s be
sure we understand how Pentecost was to be
counted.

1. What day was it that Israel began their
early spring harvest? Lev. 23:10-11, 14.

CoMMENT: The Wave-Sheaf Offering was to
be made by the Levitical Priesthood. Since
there is no Levitical Priesthood today (it has
been replaced by the Melchisedec Priesthood of
Jesus Christ—Hebrews 7:12, 17) this ritual is
not continued today.

2. What day of the week was the Wave
Sheaf offered? Lev. 23:11.

ComMENT: The day of the Wave-Sheaf Offer-
ing—the day aoffer the weekly Sabbath—is the
day after Saturday, that is Sunday.

The Sabbath mentioned in this verse does
not refer to one of the annual Sabbaths of the
Days of Unleavened Bread. It refers to the
weekly Sabbath that came during the Days of
Unleavened Bread. We know this is true because
Pentecost must be counted every year. If it
were an annual Sabbath that the Wave Sheaf
was offered, the Day of Pentecost would never
have to be counted. It would always fall on an
exact day of the month. But since Pentecost
must be counted, it can fall on different dates
during the month—but must always fall on the
same day of the week!

3. How many days were the Levites to
count? Lev. 23:15-16.

CommMENT: The phrase “seven Sabbaths” does
not mean to count seven Saturdays, but “seven
weeks,” as Hebrew scholars admit. This is the
very reason that both Old and New Testaments
call Pentecost the Feast or Day of Weeks! The
word “Sabbath’ here comes from an original He-
brew word which can mean “weeks” (Strong’s
Exhaustive Concordance). The Greeks who
translated this word into “Pentecost” clearly
understood that it meant weeks, and that they
should number, not seven Saturdays, but seven
weeks and a day—or fifty days!

Now turn to Numbers 28:26. Here you find
the expression “after your weeks be out.” The
Hebrew word here can mean only weeks, not
Sabbaths.

4. What day was the Day of Pentecost to be
kept?

ComMMENT: God’s church is to count from the
day after the Sabbath, that is from Sunday. One
day from Sunday is Monday. Seven days from

N
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that Sunday is the next Sunday. Numbering
forty-nine days from Sunday would bring you
to another Sunday. But the Levites were not
to stop there. They were to count one more day.
A TOTAL OF FIFTY DAYS. They held the Feast of
Pentecost on a Monbpay, a full fifty days from
the Sunday that the wave-sheaf of barley was
offered.

5. Did the disciples of Christ understand
how to count Pentecost? Acts 2:1.

CoMMENT: If they did not understand how
to count Pentecost, they wouldn’t have been
able to be “in one accord” and ‘“in one place”
on the exact day of Pentecost, and wouldn’t
have received the Holy Spirit from God!

Too many people have felt merely because
God records the method by which Pentecost is
counted, they are qualified to come to inde-
pendent conclusions about when Pentecost
should be kept! They are wronc! They have
attempted to take to themselves a responsibility
that God placed oNLY in the hands of His called
and chosen ministers!

Notice that the instructions for counting
Pentecost are given in the book of Leviticus—

Feast of Pentecost 7

the book for the Levites. The Levites were
God’s priests doing the work of the ministry
in the Old Testament. Leviticus is written, not
so the common lay-members of the church could
“second guess” God’s ministry, but so His minis-
ters could know how Pentecost is to be proper-
ly counted. The ministers then were to pass
this information on to the whole congregation.

Almighty God is not the author of confusion!
(I Cor. 14:33.) He has placed specific offices
in His True Church today to determine just
such things as how to count Pentecost (Eph.
4:11-13). Pentecost ALWAYS FALLS ON A
MONDAY, there is NO OTHER DAY AC-
CEPTABLE 1N Gop’s SIGHT!

God Calls the Few Today

1. When the Eternal brought Israel out of
the bondage of Egypt, did He tell them plainly
this was not the time for them to be able to
understand His Master Plan completely? Deut.
29:2-4.

2. Why did God blind these people? Ro-
mans II:32.

Z. Kluger Photo
Synagogue in Capernaum where Christ spoke. New Testament Christians always kept the Feast of Pentecost
on a Monday.
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CoMMENT: Ancient Israel isn’t lost forever.
Their time of understanding and participating
in God’s plan has not yet come. (Rom. 11:26,
IT Pet. 3:9, 10, and I Tim. 2:3-4.)

3. Were the vast majority in Christ’s day re-
ceptive to the witness He gave them? John
5:18 and 10:31.

CoMMENT: The Jews of Jesus’ day tried
several times to kill Him for what He was say-
ing. Finally they succeeded in murdering their
Saviour.

4. Did Jesus Christ disturb the blindness of
the Israelites of His time? Mark 4:11-12. Do
you catch the significance of this verse? Why
did Jesus Christ speak in parables? Was it, as
you may have heard, to make His meaning
clearer? Verse 12. Isn’t this merely a fulfillment
of the prophecy of Isaiah? Isa 28:11-13. Did
God want them to understand with their hearts?
Same verse.

CoMMENT: A man’s heart in the biblical sense
is the place which is the seat of intellect—or
mind.

5. Is it possible for any person with a carnal,
natural mind to fully understand the things of
God? I Cor. 2:14. How are spiritual things known
and understood? Same verse, see also Rom.
8:7-8, and Eph. 4:18.

6. Are people in our modern twentieth cen-
tury able to understand God’s plan, or are they,
too, blinded to it? Will it be the great majority,
or only the few, who understand God’s plan
today? Mat. 7:13-14.

A Parable Tells

Today the keys that unlock the secrets of
God’s Plan are available. Because of God’s
mercy you don’t have to remain blinded, but
now you too can understand the deep things of
God. These are TRUTHS that men have wanted
to know for thousands of years!

Now understand the most important parable
Jesus ever uttered. It’s found in Matthew 13.

1. What happens to the “seed” of spiritual
truth when it falls by the wayside? Mat. 13:3-9,
18-23. Notice especially verses 4 and 19. Did
these people ever understand their part in God’s
Master Plan? Verse 19.

CoMMENT: These people hear the warning
message of God’s ministers but never compre-
hend the implications of what they hear. The
message of God’s coming Kingdom and God’s
Master Plan makes no impression on them.

2. What happens to the seed as it falls on
stony ground? Verses 5-6 and 20-21. Did these
people originally begin on God’s plan happily?
Verse 20. But when the going became difficult,
were they able by their own human power to
continue? Verses 6 and 21.
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CoMMENT: These people gratefully receive
Christ’s Passover sacrifice as payment for their
past sins. They begin to try to obey God—
unleavening their lives—but they don’t seek the
help of His powerful Holy Spirit. Therefore they
have no depth! Soon the spiritual life—a germ
of strength—dies. They have failed to fulfill the
purpose for which they have been born!

3. What of the seed as it falls among the
thorns? Verses 7 and 22. Does this group bring
forth fruit—obedience to God’s commands—or
are they too busy with the selfish cares of this
degenerating world? Verse 22.

4. Who is it then that God is ultimately con-
cerned with? Verses 8 and 23. Do these people
understand God’s Master Plan? Verse 23. Have
they allowed God to work in their lives—helping
them to overcome their human nature? Same
verse. Do they BEGIN TO GROW SPIRITUALLY—
imbibing of God’s own character by SUBMITTING
Tto His Hory SPiriT, and oBEYING His coMm-
MANDMENTS—until they become mature, fruit-
bearing Christians? Same verse, see also Luke
8:15.

ComMMENT: These people become a part of the
HARVEST OF FIRSTFRUITS. All of the other seed
of the parable never BROUGHT FORTH FRUIT OF
OBEDIENCE in God’s harvest plan.

5. Is God concerned with How MucH we do?
Verses 8 and 23.

CoMMENT: God knows how much each of us
can do in bringing forth good fruit in his Master
Plan. By allowing God’s Spirit to work within
us we will produce thirty, sixty or one hundred
weight of good fruit—our changed lives.

6. Just How MUCH does God expect us to
do? Luke 17:7-10. Did the master of this serv-
ant give commands which were to be obeyed?
Verses 7 and 8.

7. For merely obeying instructions, doing no
more than was REQUIRED of him, did the servant
deserve thanks? Verse 9. Doesn’t Jesus Christ
say that when we have done only what is re-
quired of us in God’s plan and no more, we are
still unprofitable? Verse 1o. Does He expect us
to do MORE than the minimum requirement of
the Ten Commandments? To go above and be-
yond the call of our duties? Same verse.

What It Means to Be the
Firstfruits in God’s Plan!

Fifty days after Jesus Christ’s sacrifice was
accepted in heaven, the Holy Spirit came ac-
cording to the promises Jesus had made (Acts
2T

1. What was the special offering made on the
Day of Pentecost in the Old Testament? Lev.
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23:17. What does the Bible say these loaves
symbolized? Same verse. What are these first-
fruits called in New Testament times? James

1:18.

ComMENT: Notice there are two loaves, cover-
ing the two periods of the Old Testament and
the New Testament Church.

The word ‘“church” has been translated from
the Greek word, “ecclesia” which means the
“called out ones.”

Pentecost, or Firstfruits pictures to us the
first part of the spiritual harvest, the calling
out of God’s True Church—a few people and a
small first harvest. God is not dealing with the
vast majority of the world today, but He has
made these wonderful truths plain to the few
that He is calling.

2. Why do we find leaven put into these
loaves of the firstfruit offering? I Cor. 5:7. Since
the Bible uses leaven as a type of sin, does this
mean that there is still sin in the Church?
I John 1:8. Does this mean that sin should
remain in the New Testament Church? I John
1:9. Of course not! Sin is to be put out when-
ever found. But only Christ is without sin.

3. Does the Bible plainly state that converted
Christians in this age are considered “first-
. fruits” in God’s plan? James 1:18.

" 4. Is the term ‘“firstfruits” applied to specific
living Christians after the coming of the Holy
Spirit in 31 A.D.? Romans 16:5.

ComMENT: After Christ was accepted as the
Wave Sheaf, the general harvest of firstfruits
could begin. Still only a small harvest of people
during this age is to be reaped at the second
coming of Christ!

5. What are those who stand before Christ
called at His second coming? Rev. 14:1-4. How
are they described? Same verse. Did they have
to come out of the world and separate them-
selves from the God-rejecting majority of man-
kind? Verse 4. What is the outstanding charac-
teristic of those who are called the “firstfruits”
of God’s people? Rev. 14:12.

6. Are these ‘“firstfruits” mentioned in the
plan of resurrections? I Cor. 15:20-23 and I
Thess. 4:13-18.

- ComMENT: First Jesus Christ, the Wave
Sheaf, was resurrected, and became the first of
the firstfruits of God’s Master Plan (Col. 1:18).
After a period of time symbolized by the fifty-
day period ending with Pentecost, those who
are Christ’s and have the Holy Spirit are to be
resurrected as the completed first harvest in

God’s plan.

5 7. Notice what Christ wants us to learn about
the spiritual harvests. It is found in Mat.
13:24-30 and 37-43. What happens when Christ
sows the seed of truth among the people of the
earth? Verses 24-25 explained by verses 37-38.
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8. How did Christ know the wheat, the good
grain, from the tares, or worthless weeds? Verse
26. Although some people try to hide their
wicked works, is the fruit of their disobedience
easily recognizable to God? Verses 26 and 38.
What is the final end of those who do not pro-
duce the fruit of God’s Holy Spirit in their
lives? Verses 30 and 41-42.

9. What happens to those who produce right-
eousness, obedience and the other fruits of
God’s Spirit? Verse 30 and 41, 43.

10. When is the harvest? Verses 30 and 39.

CoMmMENT: The phrase “end of the world”
should be translated “end of the age” indicating
the final days of man’s rule over the earth and
the time of the second coming of Jesus Christ.
This is the time of the harvest of firstfruits.
The fifty-day period between the Wave-Sheaf
offering and Pentecost symbolizes what has
been going on since Jesus Christ sent His Holy
Spirit in 31 A.p. During this time God has been
calling out an “elect” or chosen people as “first-
fruits” of His Master Plan. These ‘“firstfruits”
will be reaped at the second coming of Jesus
Christ—only a very few short years from now!

11. Who is it who does the reaping of God’s
firstfruit harvest? Verses 30 and 39. Compare
I Thes. 4:16-17 and Mat. 24:31.

CoMMENT: When Jesus Christ returns to this
earth He will send forth His angels and gather
those who are elect, chosen, the good grain, into
His Kingdom.

Holy Spirit Prepares God’s
Firstfruits

Now let’s understand why the Holy Spirit
came on the day that symbolizes the harvest of
firstfruits.

1. Does Jesus Christ promise His disciples
POWER and supernatural help? Luke 24:49 and
Acts 1:4.

2. With God’s Holy Spirit will Christians be
able to do the same works Jesus did? John
14:12. Will true Christians be able to do even
greater works than Christ did by the powEr of
God’s Spirit? Same verse.

3. Could Jesus Christ do anything with just
His human power? John 5:20, 30. John 8:28.
Where did Jesus get the power He needed to
do the works He did? John 14:10 last part.
Notice the words, “but the Father that dwelleth
in me, He doeth the works.”

4. Will God’s Spirit be the same in true
Christians as it was in Jesus Christ? Does it
come from the Father? John 14:11, John 14:16.

5. Is it necessary to obey God to receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit? Acts 5:32. Did Jesus
also have to oBEY Gob to use God’s Holy Spirit?
Does He expect Christians to oBEY ToDAY? John
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15:10. Isn’t the same Holy Spirit Jesus Christ
had from God the Father available to Chris-
tians today? Is God a respecter of persons
Rom. 2:11.

6. By the power of God’s Spirit was Jesus
Christ able to overcome? John 16:33 and Rev.
3:21. Does Christ intend for Christians to over-
come? Rev. 3:21.

7. What will happen when you allow God’s
Spirit to lead you? John 16:13.

CoMMENT: The pronoun ‘“he” sometimes used
to refer to God’s Spirit in the King James Ver-
sion should properly be translated “it.” The
King James translators, blinded by the false
doctrines of Babylon, inserted this flagrant error
into our Bible. The Holy Spirit is NOT A PART
OF A PAGAN TRINITY! The Holy Spirit is the
PowER of God. It is the very seed of eternal
life which the Father implants in every son of
His.

8. To what is the Holy Spirit compared?
John 7:37-39. Had God’s Spirit been available
before the Day of Pentecost? Same verses. Once
Christians have received the Holy Spirit, won’t
it flow out from them just as it did from Jesus
Christ? Same verses.

9. What kind of works will God’s Spirit do
in the lives of true Christians? Rom. 5:5. What
is the love of God? I John 5:3.

10. What are the other fruits of God’s Holy
Spirit? Gal. 5:22-23.

11. What is the result of being ruled by
human nature—man’s carnal mind? Gal.
5:16-17 and Rom. 8:7. Is man’s human nature
contrary to the ways of God’s Spirit? Same
verses. What is the result of being ruled by your
carnal human mind—of being “set” in the ways
of human nature? Rom. 8:6. But if you allow
God to guide you through His Holy Spirit what
is the result? Rom. 8:1-4.

12. Did the apostle Paul recognize the bat-
tle between God’s Spirit and his carnal mind?
Rom. 7:23. Who would deliver Paul? Can we
deliver ourselves from the grip of our human
nature, or must we rely on supernatural help
from Jesus Christ—the HELP oF Gop’s HorLy
SpiriT? Verses 24 and 25. What would Paul do
when he was delivered from sin? Would he con-
tinue to serve—obey—sin? Or would he serve
—obey—God’s law? Same verses.

CoMMENT: The Passover pictures our repent-
ance from sin, and acknowledging that we need
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice to PAY FOR OUR SINS.

Next, you must make up your mind to QUIT
SINNING. You show your willingness to obey by
being BAPTIZED and beginning to SUBMIT TO
Gop’s PERFECT LAWS. This step is pictured by
the Days of Unleavened Bread.

Thirdly, you must receive supernatural help
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from God! God will give true Christians His
powerful Holy Spirit to help them OVERCOME.
God first sent His Spirit on the Day of Pente-
cost!

Jesus Christ overcame, Paul the apostle over-
came, and you can overcome your own selfish-
ness, your carnal human mind, if you yield
yourself to Almighty God and receive the help
of His Holy Spirit. When you do, you will be-
come one of the few TRUE CHRISTIANS, one of
the rFirsTFRUITS of Almighty God’s Master Plan
of salvation.

Who Are the “ELECT’?

1. Can you be “Christ’s”—can you belong to
Jesus Christ—if you don’t have God’s Holy
Spirit? Rom. 8:9-11.

2. Is everything in creation waiting for the
time when the FIRSTFRUITS of God’s spiritual
harvest will be reaped? Rom. 8:23. Do the first-
fruits themselves eagerly yearn for the time
when they will be able to complete their part
in God’s plan and become members of God’s
own Family? Same verse.

ComMENT: The word ‘adoption” in the
eighth chapter of Romans is a woeful mistrans-
lation! Those who translated the King James
version of the Bible couldn’t understand that
God intends human beings to become members
of God’s own family—uvery sons of God! They
mistranslated the Greek word “sonship” as
“adoption” because the vital truths you are
now learning were hidden from them!

3. What other term does God use to refer
to the Christians He has chosen to receive the
firstfruits of His Spirit? Rom. 8:33. Aren’t the
elect the same people who are promised brother-
hood with Jesus Christ, and sonship in God’s
family? Rom. 8:29.

4. These ELEcT CHRISTIANS, the firstfruits
of God, are those who have God’s Spirit and
understand His Master Plan. Can these people
be deceived, misled, by Satan and his false
ministers any longer? Mat. 24:24.

5. Because they are the firstfruits of God’s
harvest, will He go to special lengths to see
they are spared from the terrible things which
will occur just before Christ’s second coming?
Mat. 24:21, 22.

CoMMENT: The firstfruits in God’s plan are
sealed—preserved—by the Holy Spirit (Ephe-
sians 1:13). The Holy Spirit which we receive
is called ‘“the earnest of our inheritance” (verse
14). In business terms the ‘“earnest” refers to
a very small down payment of money that is
given to show good faith in a business deal. It
is the guarantee that the full payment will be
made later. God has given the “earnest” of His
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Spirit to those called to be firstfruits. It is

- God’s GUARANTEE to Christians they will receive

the FULLNESs of His Spirit, and sonsHIP IN His
FAMILY WHEN JESUS CHRIST RETURNS TO THIS
EARTH!

These consecrated people now compose the
ONLY TRUE CHURCH OF GOD!

God’s Law in Your Heart!

1. Did Christ’s death—the shedding of His
blood in our stead—provide not only remission
of sins but also a promise of eternal inheritance
to those God is calling? Heb. 9:15-17.

2. Did Jesus Christ—our Passover sacrifice
and High Priest—become the mediator of a NEW
COvENANT? Heb. 9:15.

CoMMENT: The Greek word diatheke, trans-
lated ‘‘testament,” means covenant or agree-
ment, as well as a testament or a will.

3. Is the everlasting NEW coveNANT called
“better’’ than the old? Heb. 8:6. Why is it bet-
ter? Verse 7. Who was at fault in the Old Cove-
nant? Did God fail to keep His part of the
covenant, or did the people fail to keep their
promise to OBEY HIS LAW? Verse 8.

4. What sort of covenant will God make with
Christians who are born again? Heb. 8:10-12.
Are those with whom God will make His NEW
covenant also called “ISRaEL”? Verse 10. Is
God’s New Testament Church called “Israel”?
Compare Gal. 6:16 with Romans 11:17-18.

CoMMENT: God is yet to make His New
Covenant with Israel and Judah. Not carnal
Israel and Judah, but a spiritually converted
Israel and Judah. God is calling people out of
this evil world. Whether Gentile or Israelite by
birth, they become ‘“the Israel of God”’—they
are His TRUE CHURCH!

5. What are the conditions of the new cove-
nant or agreement God will make with all those
who become spiritual Israelites? Heb. 8:10-12.
Does God agree to forget your past sins and
put His law in your heart if you will oBEY Him?
Same verses.

6. Does God promise to put His LAW in your
MIND? Verse 1o.

7. How will God put His law in your mind?
Phil. 2:5. Did Jesus Christ have God’s Spirit
in His mind? Wasn’t He the first ever to have
been begotten and actually born of God—the
firstfruits of the resurrection? James 1:18 and
Col. 1:18. Did Jesus OBEY COMPLETELY—even
suffering death for us? Phil. 2:8.

CoMmMENT: God expects our complete obedi-
ence. To obey God completely we need His Holy
Spirit in our minds. It will give us the very same
MIND Jesus Christ had. We will see things from
Christ’s point of view, we will understand and
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know to obey God’s law. Only God’s Holy Spirit
can give us the SUPERNATURAL POWER WE NEED
TO BEGIN TO KEEP GOD’S LAW IN ITS SPIRITUAL
INTENT.

8. Without God’s Spirit will you be able to
really understand God’s truth? John 16:13.
Without God’s Spirit in your mind can you
worship God as you should? John 4:24.

CoMMENT: Why the Holy Spirit? God’s Holy
Spirit will give you the supernatural help to
live the same life today that Jesus Christ lived
as a fleshly human being over 1900 years ago.
Today Jesus Christ has sent His Holy Spirit
to the members of His True Church. Through
that Spirit, Christ is LIVING IN THE FLESH AND
BLooD members of His Church. They are LIVING
the very same kind of life Jesus lived—a life of
OBEDIENCE, OVERCOMING and ENDURING TO THE
END OF THIS AGE!

9. Should Christians rejoice knowing that
God’s Spirit can help them to overcome this
evil world as Jesus Christ did? I John 4:3
and 4.

God’s Law Given on Pentecost

It was on Pentecost that God founded the
New Testament Church. On that Holy Day in
A.D. 31 the Holy Spirit was first made generally
available.

But most people have never realized that the
Day of Pentecost or Firstfruits also had to do
with God’s Old Testament congregation—the
nation Israel. The Jews today have never lost
the historical tradition that on this annual Holy
Day, God Almighty gave them the Law from
Mount Sinai!

Understand why both the Law of God and
the Holy Spirit were given on this day.

1. Where does God want His Law to be writ-
ten? Jer. 31:33.

2. But where was
Hx 3118

3. Are the carnal human hearts of men like
the stone on which God wrote the Law at Sinai?
II Cor. 3:3. Isn’t it God’s purpose to have the
Ten Commandments, originally written in stone,
now written in human hearts by His Holy
Spirit? Ezek. 36:26-27 and Ezek. 11:19-20.

it originally written?

Pentecost at Sinai!

To Jewish people today, the Feast of Pente-
cost or Firstfruits always brings to mind God’s
Law—the Ten Commandments.

Let’s go to the Bible and prove—step by step
—that the ancient Jewish tradition is valid. That
on the Day of Pentecost God Almighty Himself
spoke from the Mount.
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1. After finally escaping Egypt, by crossing
the Red Sea dry shod on the seventh day of
Unleavened Bread, how long did Israel travel
before the next place of encampment?—three
days? Ex. 15:22-23.

CoMMENT: Notice Numbers 33:8. In just three
days after Israel crossed the Red Sea from Pi-
ha-hiroth, they went from ecstasy to bitterness
—the bitter waters of Marah.

Israel arrived at Marah and camped there on
the weekly Sabbath following the last Holy Day
of Unleavened Bread. (Refer to the chart in
Lesson 34, which shows that Israel crossed the
Red Sea on a Wednesday, the fourth day of the
week. This Sabbath was the third day after that
Wednesday.) Here they made camp and rested
while God in the Pillar of Cloud stopped.

2. Did Moses preach to the assembly on that
day? Ex. 15:26. What was the subject of his
sermon—divine healing? Same verse.

3. Did Israel make their next camp at Elim?
Ex. 15:27. And then at a place overlooking the
Red Sea? Numbers 33:9.

WILDERNESS OF SIN

Feast of Pentecost 13

ComMENT: Each of the campsites indicates
the passing of a week of travel, and a Sabbath
rest. For two weeks Israel slowly progressed
southeastward, roughly paralleling the shore of
the Red Sea (see map on page 14).

4. On what day did they camp in the wilder-
ness of Sin? Ex. 16:1. Isn’t this the next Sab-
bath rest? Now a full four weeks of the seven
weeks had elapsed between the Days of Un-
leavened Bread and Pentecost, hadn’t they?
(See calendar chart on page 12.)

5. Did Moses have a message of obedience to
proclaim to Israel on this Sabbath Day?
Ex. 16:4, 5. Did that message only announce
that God would provide them manna to eat? Or
was it to set forth the proof that God Almighty
was the Creator and invisible Ruler and Law-
giver of Israel? Notice Verse 6 compared with
verses 2-3, 8.

ComMENT: Notice also that it was against
Moses and Aaron that Israel murmured when
they said, “vE have brought us forth into this
wilderness . . . .”” They had not yet understood
that God Almighty Himself was their Leader—

Z. Kluger Photo
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ROUTE TO SINAI

After crossing the Red Sea on the last Day of
Unleavened Bread, Israel journeyed to Mt. Sinai
where they received the Ten Commandments on the
Day of Pentecost.

BY THE
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the One to whom they could look for physical

" sustenance.

The Sabbath Day is a memorial of creation.
It identifies God as the One who has created
everything. It is also a TEST COMMANDMENT. God
is here testing Israel to see whether they would
obey Him and keep His Law.

6. Did Moses and Aaron say there would be
convincing proof after sundown? Verse 6. Why
after sundown? Because that Sabbath ended at
sundown.

CoMMENT: Moses and Aaron explained how
God would perform the miracle of the manna in
a Sabbath service. When the Sabbath was over
God brought their words to pass.

7. Did the manna begin the next morning?
Verses 8, 13-15. And did it continue uninter-
rupted for six days? Verse 22. Then was there
another Sabbath? Verse 23. Then the elapsed
time as we follow Israel from encampment to
encampment is firmly established, is it not?
Both the fourth and fifth Sabbaths after the
Days of Unleavened Bread were spent in the
Wilderness of Sin.

8. But even after the miracle of the manna
did the people perceive that it was really God
Almighty Himself who led them? Ex. 17:2-4.

CoMMENT: Israel didn’t “get the point” be-
cause they did not have God’s Holy Spirit.

Things got worse and worse after they left
the Wilderness of Sin. This was the most deso-
late part of the desert. They had to make extra
stops during the week for rest and to allow the
weaker members of the march to catch up.
Therefore Numbers 33:12 and 13 list their short
journeys before the next regular Sabbath rest—
the 29th day of the month— which is mentioned
in Exodus 17:1. (See accompanying map on
page 14.)

9. Did Amalek—an ancient nation that dwelt
in this desert area—arrive for battle on this
sixth Sabbath after Israel left Egypt? Ex. 17:8.
And did the battle last all the next day, pre-
venting any further movement of the children of
Israel? Verses 9-12.

ComMENT: God wants us to learn an impor-
tant lesson from this experience ancient Israel
suffered. The attack of Amalek against Israel is
typical of the attitude and accusations this
world exhibits when it sees that you are begin-
ning to keep God’s Holy Days—His Annual
Sabbaths.

10. What happened on the next day?
Ex. 18:5-8. And the following day after that?
Verse 13.

ComMeNT: By the time they broke camp
again, it was the middle of the week. But they
did not now have far to go!

Notice that they were already camped at the
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foot of Mount Horeb (or Sinai—see Ex. 3:x
compared with Ex. 24:14-16). But they were
camped on the wrong side. (Ex. 17:6; 18:5.)
They had to go around the mountain!

11. On what day of the week did they come
into the wilderness of Sinai, which stretched
away from the other side of the mountain?
Ex. 19:1, 2.

CoMMENT: The expression “the same day”
could only mean one of two things. Either this
was the ‘“same day” of the month or the “same
day” of the week. They had departed from Ra-
meses on the 15th day of the month—on the
fifth day of the week, on a Thursday.

We have seen that Israel was already in the
environs of Mount Sinai on the 29th of the sec-
ond month, so this “same day” could not refer
to the fifteenth day of the third month. The
words the “same day” refer to the fifth day of
the week—the same weekday they had
left Egypt—a Thursday. On that Thursday, the
sth day of the third month, they must have
moved around the mountain to their new camp-
site!

Some modern translators who have misunder-
stood the entire context of Israel’s trek through
the wilderness, mistransiate the Hebrew ex-
pression in Ex. 19:1, 2 as ‘“the first day of the
third month.” This is Nor what God intended!

Notice the significance of these careful records
of Israel’s journey.

12. On the next day, Friday—the sixth day of
the week—Moses went up the mountain (verse
3) and God gave him a message to relay to the
people. Since the people were not in convocation
on Friday, Moses sent for and gathered the lead-
ers of the people (verse 7).

On the Sabbath—the seventh day—did God
give another message to Moses to speak to all
the people? Verse 1o.

CommMmENT: Notice that this Sabbath was the
seventh weekly Sabbath since Israel left Egypt.

13. What was the message God revealed to
Moses on this seventh Sabbath? Ex. 19:11. Was
it not that the people should make themselves
ready for the coming MoNpAY—the third day—
when God Almighty Himself would do the
preaching? Same verse and Ex. 20:1.

ComMeNT: This Monday was PENTECOST—
1487 B.C.!

The impact on Israel that morning (Ex. 19:18,
19; and 20:18-21) is a type of the impact of the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost in A.D. 31.

Notice carefully and copy into your notes
Hebrews 12:18-21 and meditate over the in-
struction the apostle Paul has written for our
admonition upon whom the ENDS OF THIS AGE
HAVE COME!
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A shepherd with his flock before Mount Sinai—Mount
Horeb—the ‘‘Mount of God.”

True Church Founded
on Pentecost

It is vitally important for you to understand
where God’s TRUE CHURCH IS TODAY!

On the Day of Pentecost, June 18, 31 A.D.,
Almighty God founded the New Testament
Church. This Church is not a stately building
composed of wood, stone, and cement. It is a
Church composed of God-called, SPIRIT-BE-
GOTTEN PEOPLE!

The word “church” originally never referred
to the building where Christians gather. It is
properly applied to the pEoPLE who gather to-
gether, who have been given God’s Holy Spirit.
The word “church” is a UNI-PLURAL WORD like
“family” and “team.” There is ONE CHURCH with
MANY MEMBERS.

God originally established His Church in the
wilderness when He brought the Israelites out
of Egypt. It was called the congregation of
Israel (Acts 7:38 and Lev. 8:3). These people
were the physical type of the spiritual Church
God later built. Now He is calling people out
of siN. They are called His “Church” because
the word ecclesic in the Greek which is
translated “church” means ‘“called-out ones.”
(I Cor. 10:32.)

1. Does the true Church have a foundation?
Eph. 2:18-20.

CoMMENT: The writings of the apostles and
the prophets encompass the whole Bible—New
and Old Testaments.
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2. What—Who—is the corNERSTONE God’s
true Church is built upon? Verse 20.

3. What is this “spiritual building”’—the
Church of God—to grow into? Verse 21. What
is the purpose for building such a temple?
Verse 22.

ComMMENT: God Almighty dwells in His
Church through His Holy Spirit.

4. Notice the comparison Paul makes to help
us understand the difference between the Old
Testament period and the Church of God in
the New Testament. Heb. 12:18-23. What is the
church of the New Testament called? Verse 23.

CoMMENT: Those who are called, have their
names written in heaven—those who are being
made perfect—ARE THE FIRSTFRUITS. They are
members of THE TRUE CHURCH oF Gob!

CoMMENT: You need to know and thoroughly
PROVE where the TRUE CHURrcH oF Gop 1s TO-
DAY! You need to know WHICH CHURCH JESUS
CHrisT puT His HoLy SPIRIT IN ON THE DAY
oF PENTEcCOST! IT IS THROUGH THE WORK OF
Gop’s oNLY TRUE CHURCH THAT YOU HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO LEARN THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT AL-
MIGHTY GoD’S MASTER PLAN FOR SALVATION.

Write immediately for our free booklet, “A
True History of the True Church.”

Pentecost a Sign

The Day of Pentecost or Firstfruits is a sign.
It identifies those who have God’s Holy Spirit,
those who are God’s elect, those who will be
resurrected when Jesus Christ returns to this
earth! :

The Day of Pentecost identifies God’s ONLY
TRUE CHURCH! Only God’s true Church keeps
the day of Pentecost at the right time in the
right way—with the understanding of God’s
plan. That is because oNLY Gop’s TRUE CHURCH
RECEIVED HIs HoLY SPIRIT AND WAS FOUNDED
BY JEsUs CHRIST ON THE DAY oF PENTECOST
IN 31 AD.!

It is through Gop’s oNLY TRUE CHURCH—
Tue Rapio CHURCH oF Gob, with its worldwide
headquarters in PaAsApENA, CALIFORNIA—that
you have been able to understand the deep
message revealed in the Day of Pentecost.

If you would like to be visited by representa-
tives of The Rapio CHURCH oF Gop in your own
home, you should write immediately to Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong, Post Office Box 111,
Pasadena, California (or to your local regional
editor). Be sure to mention you have COMPLET-
ED LESSON 35 OF THE AMBASSADOR COLLEGE
BisLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE.

Almighty God has made this wonderful
knowledge available to you—but YOU MUST ACT
ON IT!



