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CHAPTER 1
THE RICHT PERSPECTIVE

The Protestant movement today is on trizl, The
Protestant Reformation has gpawned a veritable babylen
of hundreds of differing denominations. They vary in faith
and practice all the way from fundamentalist CQuakers to
modern Congregaticnalists, from primitive iethedlists to
Christian Scientists, from conservative Lutherans to
Yormons, Seventh Day Adventists and Jehovan witnesses -
#ith hundreds of shedings in vetween.

/,W«/WL
ywvv\uta.ﬂ-[:%

THat is the real basis of the m&gsw oot b
throughout the world today? why did their early leslers
revolt agoinst the suthority of the Roman Catholic Church?
To shat extent are they‘responsible for today's "divided
Christendom"?

Did the Proctestant reformers succsed in attalning
thelr stated goels? lbre important, d4id they succeed in
recapturing the falth and bellef of Jesus and the insplired
New Testarent Church? For the rezl guestlon is shether the
Protestant reformers and their successers heve succeeded
in returaing to the "foith once delivered.”



These questions are yitel. lany of us have been
reared from chiléhood in one of the many dencminations
cr sects stemming from the Protestant Refarmation, ¥We
assumed =~ 28 gvery child does —— that whal we were taught
ws altogether true, ’

0f coursze, we were, however, all taught different
things!

e ars told in Scripture to "prove all things; held
fast that which is good” (I Thes. 5:21), The purpese of
this thesis, then, is an objective examination of the real
factors underlying the Protestant Reforrmtion. Ve will
geek 0 find ocut yy the early reformwers rebelled agalnst
the Romen Catholic system and mhy the varicus Protestant
bodies tock shepe as they did. Uslng the impartisl facts
of history, = will compare, in principle, the teschines,
pethods and actions of the Protestant reformers with the
Bible which they professed to follow. |

Reglizing the current trend towerd mcdernism ard
rejection of the Bible as an inspired authority, let us
simply state tiet this thesis is written from the point
of view Wmlist, literal understanding of the
Bible. This Inspired revelation from Cod will be the
criteris of truth.

© e
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Fer those readers who may be modernists or "higher
critics,” we will simply ask: Have you really proved
whether cr not the Bible is superraturally inspired? A
good way to disprove 1t would be to present conclusive
evidence that the scores of prophecies which proncunce
specific Judgrents con the major cities and nations of the
ancient world have not ¢come to pass, Unfortunately, for
your cause, no one has been eble to <o this,

Another test would be to take Cod at His word,
gsurrender to obey His will, end then in resl faith and
carpest, belleving prayer cleim one of the many specific
promises given in the Bible and ges whether or not 2
miracle=vorking Cod stands beck of His word,

Naturally, the .{kédemist has not depe thet., He has ¢~
Lfalled to prove that the Bible 1s not inspived. So it
may be well to remind ourselves that it is intellecturl
hypocrisy to scoff and ridicule something when there 1s

ng zreef to the contrary.

Therefore, we will employ the Holy 2ible as the cover=-
all spiritual "yardstick" against waich we will meagure the
Protestant Reforcation.

" Also, wo shall Quote the statements ¢f the reformers



themselves about what they intended to do. VWe will

exanine the historilcal record to see mhat they sctually

did do. Then we will consider statements of their

Protestant descendants, end let ghem help pass judgment
cn the ultimate results of the Reformaticn.

Ye will examine the vell-known ssying of Chillingmarth,
the Protestant thecloglan: "The Bible, the whole Bible,
and nothing but the Bible, 1z the religion of Frotestants,”
(Sehate-Herzog, Encvell 5 of B Toele
"Chillingworth, W."). In their constant affirmation of
the seriptures as "the inspired rule of faith and prectice”
(Scharf~Herzog, art. "Bible"), the Protestant leaders have
committed themselves to follow the religion of Jesus Christ
and His ppostles in 3ll respects.

The Lutherans, in thelr Tergeu Book of 1576, declare
that "the gnly stepderd by which all dogms and all tescters
must be valued end judged is no other then the prophetic
and apestolic writings of the Cld and of the lNew

Testements” (T. M. Lindsay, A History of the Peforzation,
De 467).

The average Frotestent of today usually accepts these
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gstatements at face value, and assumes that they must be at
least very cloge to the truth., We would asik: ¥as this
actirlly true during the course ¢f the Protestant
Reformation? Is 1t true now?

It 1s well to remember also that 1n his witings and bl
teachings, John Knox, among other leeding reformers, S/m e
acknowledgedy "that all worshipping, honouring, or service
of God invented by the btrein of rmn in the religion of Cod
without His own express commandment 1s idelatry." FHe then
adds force and pointedness to his statement by saying thatg—

®1t shall nothing excuse you to say, we trust not in idols,

- .
K s

for' so will every i1dclater allege; but if either you or

they in God?'s honour do anything contrary to God's ¥word,

you show yourself to put your trust in somewhat else

vesides God, End so are idolaters. (lark, brethrem, that -
rany mketh an idol of their owm wisdon er pnantasy mm'e}
trusting to that which they think gnod nor unto

(Hastle's, The Theglozy of the Reformed Church, p. 50).

¥nox's werning against false "service of Cod invented
by the brain of ran" is certainly parallel to Jesua?
condemnpation of the "traditions of meugi‘g’f(lzark 737=8), —
It 1s very lmportant that we understand this prineciple
before ettempting to comprehend the real meaning of the



Protestant Reformation. For; as Solcmon wlsely wrote:

"There is a2 Y ilot sgezmth risht unto a man, but the
eMcﬁ ere the ymve of desth” (Proverbs 14:12),

e must not view the Reformation in the 11ght of
human ideas and whet =ppears reascnable to man, but in the
1izht of Corist?s words: "ifn shall not llve by bresd
alone, but by every Word of Cod” (Luke 4:4). ¥e need to
consider also Jesus'! waraling against human tradition, and
the fact tat the reformers understood this principle and
cleimed to pursue a course besed upen "tne Bible omiy."

Although it is a subject many Protestants do not like
to discuss, to cerrectly gresp the algnificance of the
Feformation we must t2ke one other very lmportant conside
eration into account, That 1si: ¥23 the Protestant move-
rent 2 reformation of Godl!'s true churceh gone wong? I,
then, the Roman Catholic Chwureh actuelly the misguided
offspring of the chirch Jesus Christ s21d4 He would build?

If not, ws the Protestent movement simply en effort
of men to extricete themselves from a fmlse amd harsh
systen which they admit is pagan and devilish in mry of
its bellefs and practices? In thet case, mhers bed Gedls

-
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Irue church been in all the centurdies between the origimal
apcstles and the Protestant reformers?

Jesus Christ said: "I will build py churchs and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (d&t. 18:18)..
At the conclugion of His earthly minlstry, He commanded
His gposties: "Co ye therefore, and teach ail matims,
baptizing them in the neme of the Fatrer, amd of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to cbgerve all thinss
Hpataoeyer I have pied you: amd, 1o, I 23 with yoyu
&lmay, even unto the end of the werla" (Met. 28:15-20),

Ay the staré oL %gﬁa{m’mum, vhere was the church
Jesus bullt, the church He promised, "I am with you e
alwey? If it was the Romen Catholic Churceh, then the
Frotestanis were simply ~- as Catholle historians claim =
revolting sgainst the Church of God on earth. ’

In this case, much as they might wish to improve
conGlitions gitipin the true church, they should have
repembered and cbeyed the words of Christ uttered of the  /ferwesic
Serives and FPherisees -- the perverse but rightfully
constituted religlous leaders of His day: "All things
therefore whatsoever they shall say to you, ghgerve end
do3 but eccording to their works do re not® {(lzt. 23:3),



Butiftnece.sevbethatmecmx'cbot'a@omeMnot
the church that Jesus built, then why 434 pot the reformers
seek for znd undtzs with thet church shleh had pever

rerticlpated i the paznlsm of Romg nor been contaminated
by her f2lse doctripe aml influence, the church which

Jesus promised to be with untll the epd of the age, the !
church of shich Ee 1s the living Head? (Eph. 1:23)0 my @

start IEQy [eY churches if ®wt cne frie church ses stall |
in existence?

Ormsitnecessazyonlytapsmmémmam‘
mlsor‘mose dndividimla who would be wllling to cowe
cut of 2 corrupted Romen system?

These questions dermpd an answer! A3 e shall later
see, msny Protestant leaders — knowing amd believing thet
Rome 1s their true source - seek to vindicate bher claim
&g the true body of Christ on earth, Thls suppesition
peeds a carsful examination,

Is the "mother” church at Rome the only historical
tesis of the Protestant plea of descent from Christ and
Hi3 apostles? Ve shall see,

Ve must welzh any religicus dencminetion or moverent



in the balance of Christ!s prophetic saying: "Ye shell

knoy them by their frults, Do cen gather grapes of therns,
or rigs of thistles? Even so every good tree briangeth forth
good frult; dut & corrupt tree btringeth forth evil fruit”
(imt, 7i118-17).

The honest historian will be foresd to admit that the
Reformation brought in 1ts weie an increased interest in
and knowledge of the Bidble by the common man, Also, the
revival of learning and the arts inspired by the
Repalssance gpread most readily to the whole populace
of these rmtions which accepted Protestantism, Admittedly,
the Protestant lands mintain a far higher level of
education then do Catholic natlons. And, 11_: 1ike rpnner,
they enloy & rmuch higher standard of uvi.ng, mterially

But, again returning to the real root of the probvlem,
how do the gplirituel standerds of modern Protestants
compare with that of the imspired Hew Testament Chizch?

Ezs a real return to "epostolic Christianity”
ceewrred? Or does, of necessity, another tremendous
Meleansing and purging’ religlous uphesval still lie in
the future?
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Spealing to His disciples of the Pherisees, the
religlous leaders of His day, Christ sald: "Bvery plant,
shich my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rocted
up” (ikt, 15:13). Are the "fruits”, the pesults, of the
Protestant Reformetion such as to show us that this
moverent ses planted Ly God and used fox His glory?

The papose of the following chepters is to answer
the many questions ralsed herein, ¥We will get at the
ook of these questions,

let us be reminded again at the outset that the
Protestant Reforzetion must be viewed by every honmest
Christian in ths ligat of the ¢lear teachings and
exampleg of Christ and the apostles — "the Bidble axt
the Bible only,” shich Protestant leaders have clalmed to
be thelr "sole rule of faith and practice.”

Ir the Protestant faith be true, then ¥© can Irove
that it is so., Iut we must not gssume, without proof,
that the dectrines, bellefs and rractlees of modern
Protestantisn constitute the religlen founded by Jesus
Carist, the Scon of God.

In this above all other matiers, w© st Xpow. Ve
st be m. We must not be afrmid to compare Christ



11
anf His Ford with what purports to be His Chwerch in our
age.

This 13 a fair challengse.



CHAPIER II

Y FROM THE APCSTLES T0 THE
EVE OF THE REFORMATICN
All scholars agree that the Protestant reformers
. broke with the histoilcal Catholic Chmreh.

Very few layren realize the history of degenerzcy and
the utter depravity to whlch this body had sunlf befare the
call to reform w8 sounded. A realization of this fact,
and a grasp of the historical background of the Protestant
Refarmetion is most necessery for its proper understanding,

It is widely recognized that the vigidble Chureh in
the early Roman empirs completely changed many of the
bellefs and ractices of Clzrist an! the apestles, We
peed to understand the mhwre of these changes to properly
evaluate the later Reformation. And as we congider the
record of the Rozen system, we should ask odrselvw: I3
this the history of God's true Church gone wrong®

A mystericus change transformed the life, dectrine
and worship of the visible church wlthin fifty years after
the death of the originzl apcstles. As Hurlbut cbserves:



ror £ifty years after St. Poults 1ife a curtaln hangs

over the chureh, through ¥ilch w strive vainly te looks
and when at last it rises, about 120 A,D, with the wriltlngs
of the earliest chizch-fatlers, w find 8 church 13 muy

wmmmmum* in the days of St. Peter
Do 41),

This unustal transformation recalls the cminous worda
of Faul: "rFor the tire will come vhen they will not enfire
sound doctrine; but afier thelr om lusts shall they hesp
to themselves teachers, having itching ears) And they shall
turn awey their ears from the truth, and shall be tuwrned
unto feblessl - (II Timothy 4:5~4). Peter, in his second
epistle, had given a similar warning: "But there were false
prophets also among the pecple, even &s there shall be
false teachers gmong you, wio privily shall bring in
damnzeble heresles, even denylng the Lord that bought them,
and ring upcn themselves swift destruction. And mny
shall follow thelr perniclous ways; by reason of wion the
way of truth shall be evil spoken of, @é/ (IT Peter 2:1-2).

In fact, by the time of the apostle Johnts last
eplstle sbout A.D. 90, perversions of the true faith wre
alreedy regpant end falsz teachers were g2ining the
- eoscendancy within the vislible church congregations. Jobn
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states that one Diotrophes 18 already excommunicating those
who adhere to the truth, "neither doth he himself receive
the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and gasteth

them cut of the church” (IIX John 9-10).

From the detached viewpoint of the secular historian,
Gibben descerides this portion of church history: "A more '
relsncholy duty is lmposed cn the historian. He must
discover the inevitable mixture of errer and corruptlon
which she contracted in a long residencs upon earth, among
& weak and degemerate race of beings" (Declipe snd Fall,
vol. I, p. 380).

The visible Ciristizan asssemblies, subverted by false
teachers wlth wrldly ambiticns, begen to adopt the
practices and customs of the ancient pagans In place of
the inspired faith and practice of the apestolic church,
"Christianity began already to wear the garb of heathenis®

(wharey's Church History, p. 39).

Ceremenies and rituals begen to replace the worship
cf God from the heart until finally the whole of religion
was made to consist of 1little else (wherey, p. 40). This,
of course, wes true only of the visible church &s a vhole.
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S C Apost etice

In spite of the apostacsy of the majority, there is
an abundance of historical evidence to indicate that a
mmber of Christisn socletlies ~ some holding mach of the.
truth, scme very little - continued to follow the desic
doctrines ard practices of the originel chwrch right down
to the time of the Reformation. Gibbon speaks of the
plight of the principal imitators of the apostolic church,
called tre "Nazarenes", who, "had lsid the foundations of
the church, (but) soon faund themselves cverwhelmed by
the increasing multitudes, that from all the various
rellglons of Polythelsm enlisted under the anner of
Chrlst: apd the Gentlles, who, wlth the apprebation of
their pecullar apostle, hed rejected the intolerable
welght of the Mosaic ceremonles, at length refused to thelir
more scrupulous brethren the same toleration which at
first they had humbly solicited for their own practice®

(Dgelloe_and Fall, vol. I, p. 387).

Thus we £ind that the gentile converts tegarn bringing
-~ into the church the customs of their former heathen
religions, and an gititude of contemnt for those who

pould remain faithful to the example and practice of
Christ end the origlnal epostles. No dcubt this very
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ettitude was the reason Diotrophes could "cast out" the
true btrethren with the apparent approval of the visible

congregations.,

Since 1t is not the purposs of the jreseat work to
traca the history of the small body of believers who
remained faithful to the apesteolic faith and worshlp, and
since it is a common practice for dencminstional church
historisns to distort or cast aspersions upon the bellef
of this pecple, it may be well to include an admissicn by
Ralbut of the dirfficulty in ascertalining the true belliefs
of these pecple, or, for that matter, of the actiel
"herssies” of the time., He tells usL:J "with regard to these
sects and so=-called hereslies, one difficulty in under-
standing them arises from the fact that (except with the
tontanists, and even there in large messure), their om
writings have perished; and we are dependent for our views
upon those who wrote against them, and were undoubtedly
prejudiced. Suppose for example, tirt the ikthodists es
a denomination had pesssd cut of existence with 211 their
literature; and & thousand years afterverd, scholars should
ettempt to ascertain their teachings ocut cf the books and
pamphlets writien ggalnst John Wesley in the eighteenth
century, whet wrong conclusions would be reached, end what
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a distorted portralt of lethodism would be presentedl”

Add to this scanty historical evidence the fact that
mny medern church historians write ;rmzn a denceinational
viewpoint prejudicial to apestelic practices and bellefs,
apd 1t 1s easy to percelve the inherent aifficulty in
finding the truth sbout such Christians in pest ages..
Hevertheless, even the testimeny of enemies contains
sbundant proof that an unbroken chain of these falthful
believers has existed untll this day.

Although, 88 we have seen, much of the truth perished
from the lecal congregetions within fifty years after the
death of the apostles, the Roman Catholie Church 28 such
d4id not develop until the fourth century. ZPefore then,
there were many spllits and divisions within the visible
church, but the progress of literal 1dolatry wes stayed
because of persecution by the Romen state — which
rrevented mEny of the heathen from coming In and kept
the church pure to thet extent.

But, even so, 1t ws meinly a purity in error, for
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the theology of the tire had departed g0 far from the
teechings of Jesus and the apostles timt many doctrines
were now bagsed upon the idees of Plato and other pagan
Thilesophers, Origen, cne of the great "church :at_:her-s"
of this period, was an adeirer of this philosophy and
employed it in explaining the doctrines of the gospel.
This led him to the gllesorical method of interpreting
geripture (Wharsy, p. 48).

Pealing with this pericd, Gibbon descrides for us
the gradual development of ®hat eventunlly became the
Roman Catholic hisrarchy, patterned efter the government
of imperial Rome, BHe states: ™Me primitive Christians [
were dead to the business and pleasures of the world; but
thelr love of actlon, which could pever be entirely
extinguished, scon revived, and found a new cccupetion In

the government of the chirch? (Degline and Fall, vol, I,
Do 419). »

0f the development of thls church governcent, he tells
us that it soon folloved the model of the provincisl syncds - 707

LM e L -

== 1miting several churches in cne area under the leader—
ghlp of the bishop of the church possessing the most
rembers and ustally situsted in the largest city (Gibbon,
DP. 413-415), With the conversion of Constantine to nominzl
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Christianl ty, the church government tegan to be modeled
mcre'nearly after the Rorgn state, Fharey tells us:
"Under Constantine the Great, the church first became
connected with the state, and in 1ts goverpment ¥asg
gecommedeted to such connection, upen principies of state

policy” (Chureh History, p. 55).

The Increased vice and corruption ¢f the ministry is
related by Mosheinm, who apily describes the lust for power
which entered the heerts and mirmds of the spiritual leaders
of this pericd: "The blshops had ghepeful guarrels among
themselves, respecting the boundaries of thelr sees and
the extent of thelr Jurisdiction; and vwhile they trampled
on the rights of the people amd of the Inferior clergy,
they vied with the civil governors of the provinces in
luxury, errogance, and voluptucusness" (Institutes of
Zecleglastics] Historv, p. 131).

then Censtantine became sole emperor of the Romen
Empire in 323 A.D., within o year Christianity, at least
in rame, w3 recognized as the official religlon of the
empire. This recoznition not only affected the government
of the church and the morals of its mi:;isters s Dut 1t had
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g proefound influence on the entire church and its members-
ship.

All persecution of the established chiprch ceased at
oncs and orever. The anclent day of the sun wes soon
proclaimed as a day of rest and warship. EHeathen temples
were consecrated as churches, Ministers soon became a
rrivilesed class, above the law of the land.

Now everybody sought membership in the church.
fambiticus, worldly, umscrupulous men scught office in
the church for social and political influence” (Huribut,
Pe 79). Instead of Christianity influenecing and
transforming the world, we gee the world dominating the
professing Christian church,

"The services of worship increased in splenmdor, but
were less spiritel ard bearty than thege of former times,
The forms snd ceremenies of pasaniem gradually crept into

- the worship. Some of the old heathen feagts became church

festivals with change of name end worship. About 405 AJD.
lrepges of saints and martyrs began to appear in the churches
0.-“ (Elﬂ'lbut, po 79)0

The chwch and state becams gpne lntesrated svsten
when Christianity wes adopted as the religicn of the empire.
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The Romen Cathollc gystem had begun, and Hmlbut tells us
that, "the church gradually usurped power over the state,
and the result wes not Christlenity but a more or less
corrupt hlersrehy contrelling the vations of Eurcpe,
micing the church mainly & politicel mechine™ (The Story
7. 80),

Within two years after wvhat was called Christlanity
became the offleial religion of the Roen Zmpire, a new
capital vag chesen apd bullt by Constantine, He selected
the Creek city of Byzantium because its situation rendered
it relatively safe from the ravages of w&r which hed so
often plagued Rome, |

Soon after this, the division of the empire toodk
place ~- with Constantine appointing assoclate emperors
for the West, The division of the empirs mepered the wmy
for the comdng 3plit in the Catholice Church. This also
provided an easisr mth to the exaltation of the Roman
bishop &s he w&s not now overshadowed by the cmperor,

Durdng this time, the established church ruled supreze
- and any attempt to return to the apostollc faith would
heve been severely punished es an offence gguinst the state,
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mhe comzend was Issued that no one should write o speak
againat the Christian (Catholic) religion, and 21l books
of its opposers should be Murned” (Rurlbut, p. 85).

Thus we can see that those who my have held much
truth dwring this period were deprived of the means of
reserving any record of thelir faith for mm‘gemtims.
This edict was effective in stamping out heresy, but it
wma also effective in stifling any futh which wes held in
oppositim to Catholie doctrire,

As for the substance of that doctrirne, Wharey tells
us: "The Theolpgy of this century began to be much
aduiterated and carrupted with superstition and beathen
philosoply. Hence are to be seen evident traces or.
excesslve veneration for departed saints, of & bellef in
a state of pursatory for souls after death, ¢f the celibecy
of the clergy, of the yorship of lrespg end relles, and
of many other cpinlons, which in process of time almost
banished the true religion, or et least very much obscured
and corrupted it" (Chureh Hlstore, p. 60). Thus we find
that 25 the Cathollc church continued, superstiticn,
heethenism and idolatry incressed,

The development of pamal power ws the ocutstanding
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fect durlng the ten ceaturdes of the z;_:iddle ages. The Pope
et Rome soon clalmed te be ruler, not only over the other

bishops, but over pations, kKings, and emperors (Ruorlbut,
p‘ 105).

Gregory I (590-604) made the church the virtual ruler
in the province arcund Rome, end it w6s he who developed
the doctrine of purgmtory, the adoretion of imeges, and
transubstantistion. Fisher speaks of this period:
Christmms originated in the test (Rome), and from there
rasged over into the Eastern Chuwrch. ihny Christisns still
took part in the heathen festival of lem Yegrtis" (Hlstory
of the Chrictian Church, p. 119).

Spezking of the deetrirel controversles thich raged
through the church at this time, he says: "The interference
¢f the state in zstters of doctring is a fact that calls
for particuler notice, In philosophy, Plato?s Iinfluence
ws gtlll predominent: Augnstine, a3 well as (rigen, wes
steeped in the Platonic spirit" (Fisher, p. 121). Here is
& plain statement that the philoscphiecal teschings of such
heathen thinkers as- Plate distipctly influenced the
éoctrinal positions of reny of the early "church fathers"!



The height of papal supremacy was attoined unler
Gregory VII, called Hildelrand, Under hils reign, we -l qemit ™
behold the spectacle of the current empertr, Hemry IV, frmmasten B
in crder to recelve absolution from the popet!s ben of
excommnication, "having 1aid asids all belongings of
royelty, with bare feet and clad in wool, continued for
three days to stand before the gates of the castls”
(Rribut, p. 111).

(.

Another hizh point in the progresz of papal authority
ses the reign of Innocent ITI. He declared in his {
imeugural discourse, "The successor of St. Peter stands
midway between God and mmn; below Cod, above man; Judge
of all, judged of none® (Humrlbut, p. 112).

Soon after this, however, followed the pericd knom
es the "Dabylonish Captivity" of the church (1305-1378).
Through political influence of the French king, the pepacy
ws trapnsferred from Rome to the south of France, at
Avigncn, The political and meral Scandals of the pope
and clergy th::mlghaut this entire pericd wezkened the paral
Influence, 2nd begen to prepere men's mindzs for the later
attempts at reforoetion (iiosheim, p. 490).
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That there were many geed end sincere men in the Rommn
church even during this period is not doubted. But the
Coomlete departure of thelr ancestors from the doctrine
and practice of Christ and the spostles, the substitution
in thelir place of heathen philesophizsg and dectrines, of
beathen chureh festiwls, fasts, imges, rellcs and sundyy
other practices = 21l this would have mzde 1t well nlgh
irpossible for most zen to grasp the simple truths of the
Blbnle even 1f they hed desired to 4o s0. And, due to the
prevalling ignorance and barbarism of the times, most of
the ccmonnﬁanand women would have been unsble to read the
scripture even if they had been mmde avallable s and they
haed wished to do so (Xosheim, p. 491).

Nevertheless, the constant sbuse of e¢gleslssticel
guthority by an ignorant and ravenous clergy, the
continuing scandals of the repal court, and the
comprozising imvolvements of the popes anmd cerdinsls
in temporel &g well as religious gffeirs -- all these
things did much to arguse 8 questioning spirit In the
mmgges of people. |

At the ccnclusion of the "Eabylonish Captivity® in
1378, Pope Cregory XI, returned to Rome. 3ut 2t his deeth,
thiough politlcal rpressure ard maneuver, IR0 popes wers
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elected by the cardinalsl The warld then beheld the
spectacle of the nominal heads of Christendom hurling
mledictions, thrests, accusations and excommunicatlons
8t each other over a pericd of many years.

lMoshelm aptly describes this unbappy state of affrlirsd
*For, during fifty yeers the church had tuwo or tiree heads,
and the contemporary pontiffs assalled each other with
excomumnications, mledictions, and plots. The calamities
and distress of thoss times sre indescridable. For besides
the perpetual contentions axd wers between the pontifical
factions, which were rulnous to great numbersa, involving -
them in the loss of 1ife or of moperty, nearly all sense
of rellgion was in many places extinguished, and wlckedness
daily scquired greater impunlty and boldness; the clergy,
previcusly corrupt, now lald aside even the appesrance of
plety and godliress, while those mho called themeelves
Christis vicegerents were at open wer wlth each others
end the conscientiocus people, who believed nc one could de
saved without 1iving in subjection to Christ's viear, were
thrown into the greatest perplexity end anxiety of mind"
(oshelm, p. 4988). ’

 Such was the provocetive state of "Christendes® on
the eve of the Refoyrr=tion. Well might men have asked
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themselves, "Is ihls the church that Jesus Chrlst bullts”



CHAPTER III
PRECURSORS OF THE REFORMATION

History seems to provide scme strange dilemmes. One
of two altermatives iz often assumed about the existence
- of the true Church during ﬁne Middls ages., One is that
the Chureh of God as 2 visible, orgadized bbdy of believers
had ceased to exist over a pericd embracing hundreds of
years, The other i3 that the Romen Catheolie Chureh -
whose yiter derravity we have described in the preceding
chapter -—— was the only legitimate descendent of the
Church Jesus Christ said Fe would build (a2t. 16:18).

However, reny historians are now beginning to realize
that there were groups of bellevers in apostolic truth
scattered through almest every country of Europe prior to
the age of Luther (Y¥osheim, p. 885).

Long befcore the dawn of the Refarmetion proper, meny
of these different independent movements and religious
socletles asserted theswselves more strongly with the declie
cf papal influence and power. Some of these undoubtedly
contained remnants of bellevers in apestoliec truth, now
long lznguishing in an obscurlity forced upon them by
pericdic persecutlions and ravishments,
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temples, and nelther found there any immges, or sign of

the ornaments belonging to the mss, or ceremenies of the
Romish Church. Mich less could they discover any of those
crimes with which they were charged., 3ut rather, that they
kept the Sabbath duly; caused their children to be baptized,
according to the primitive Church; taught them the articles
of the Christian falth, and the commandments of God. The
king, heving heard the report of the said commissioners,
said, wlth an cath, that they were better men than himself

or his people.” (J. Paul Perrin, History of the ¥sldenges,
Book I, Chap. V).

Thus it is evident that puch knowledge of the "faith
once delivered” existed in the minds of many falthful men
and women throughout the mddle Ages. They were often
géthered together Iin religious bodies for purpcses of 5
vorship., Though sometimes scattered and persecuted, they
were, In actual fact, a Church vhich carried on in the
spirit, faith and practice of Christ and His apostles.

Ve need to conslder the fact that the knowledge of

apostolic truth and practice which they held =g avallsble

VARV
to Luther and the other refamers if they ad desired it, '/,n/: l@)

Setaed |

Besldes these scattered groups of believers thich had
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existed ==~ independent of Rope - for hundreds of years,
there were many individual leaders pithin the Roman
Church who became alarmed at the spiritusl decay amd
called for reform before the Reformation proper.

Ihe Fork of John Fyelll

One of the most notable reformers before the
Reformation was John ¥ycllf, born about 1324 in Yorkshire,
England. He is commonly called "the morning star of the
Reformation.®

At Oxroi'd, he rose to scholarly ‘distinction amd
eventually became a doctor of theology, helding several
honcrable positions at the university., He socn became 2
lesder among those ettempting to combat & number of glering
abuses of the clergy. -

V“yéli.f attacked the mendicant friars, the system of
monasticlism, and eventially opposed the authority of the
pope in Englami. He elso wrote agsinst the doctrine of
transubatantiation and advecated a mere simple cmzrch
service, acctrding to the New Testament pattiern.

Be taught that the scriptures are the only law of the
church, Yet, he 4id not utterly reject the papacy, but



only whet he regarded as 1ts abuse (Walker, p. 299).

The inccmpetence of the clergy led him to send forth
preachers, his "peor priests,” wndering two by two through
out the country - to labor wherever there was need. Their
sucéess ves great because there was already & great resentw
ment of foreign papal taxation and a longing to retum to
a more Biblical falth,

Although he never fully developed his doctrine, and
wms very much enmeshed from birth with the Roman Cathollc
concepts of his time, Tyclif clearly perceived the need to
restore cobedlence to the ten commandments. He never
employed the characteristic devices of the later reformers
In evading this apostolic dectrine, The learned historian,

Neander, describes thls frank appreach. He states that cne

of Wyclifts rirst works as g reformer "wos a detziled
exposition of the Ten Commndrents, Iln which he contragted

the immeral 1life prevalent among all ranks, in his time,

with what these commendments require. We should undoubtedy
kxeep in mind that he tells himself, that he ws led to do
this by the ignorence vhich mest pecple betrayed of the
decalogue; and that it w=s his design to counteract a
tendency whlch showed greater cocern for the copinicns of
men than the law of God, But at the same time we cannot
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fail to percelve an inclinstion to adopt in whole the 014
Testament form of the law, which shows itself in his
applying the law of the Sabbath to the Christlan observance

of Sunday.” (Neander, Geperal Historvy of the Chrigtisn
Relizion, Vol. IX, Part I, p. 200-201.)

It wes perhaps unforturate that ¥Wyelif left no
follower of conspicuous ability to carry on his work in
England., But his translation of the Bible into the
English langmmge, completed between 1382 and 1384, rendered
a great and lasting benefit to his contemporaries. "The
greatest service which he did the English people ws his
transiation of the Bible, and his open defence of their
right to read the Seriptures in their own tongue®™ (Fisher,
Ps 274).

Although his opinions were condemped by the Roman
hierarchy, attempts to imprison him proved ineffectuml
because of his friends and followers, and he wes allowed
to retire to his parish a2t Luttarworth, where he dled &
ratural death. With his death the politlcal significence
of the Lollard movement, as 1t was popularly called, came
to an end., MRinly in secret, some of his followers
remained active untll the Reformation.
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But his witings and teachings mad gone abroad, and,
as wrlker states: "Syelif!s chief influence ws to be in
Bobemia rather than in the land of his birth" (A _History

of the Christlan Chureh, p. 201).
Inhe Husgite Revival

Wyclif's views found a mare ready acceptance In
Bohemia than they hed in England., This was alwmost
altogether due to the efforts of John Huss.

Huss wes born in Bohemia in 1369, anl wes an ardent
student of Tyclif's writings and preached most of his
doctrines, especially those directed against papal
encreachrents, As.rectcr of the University of Prague,
Russ early held a cominding Influence In Bohemia,

At first he apparently hoped to refam the church
from within, and had the confidence of his ecclesiastical
superiors. But as & preacher he denounced the prevalling
sins ¢of the clergy with great zeal, and begen to arouse
suspicibn. ¥hen he was appointed to investigate some of
the alleged mirscles of the church, he ended up pronouncing
them sﬁurious and told his followers to qult looking for
signs and wonders and to search the scriptures instead,



At last, "his impassioned condemmaticn of the
iniquitous sale of indulgences called down upen him the
pepal excommunication® (Fisher, p. 275); He was then per-
suaded by the sympathetic king to go intc exile. But,
unfortunately, he leter agreed to appear before the Council
of Constance after having received a pledge of safe conduct
from the emperocr. BHe defended hls teachings 83 in accard
with seripture, but he sas condemmed by the council and
delivered over to the civil power for executicn. This
pethod was alwmays used 80 as to preserve the "1nnoce_ncy"
of the Romen church in such matters.

The empercr's "safe conduct™ pledge was broken upon
the Catholic principle that "faith was pot to be kept with
heretics® (Hurlbut, p. 143). The cruel sentence passed
upon Huss was that he waa to be burned at the stake, His
courzsgeous death, and that a year later of Jerome cof
Prague, who shared his refomingz spirit and ideals, arocused
the reforming element in Bohermla amd influenced his |
countrymen for meEny years to coms (Fisher, p. 278).

S Y

About 1452 wa8 born at Florence, Italy, 2 man who
w8 to chellenge the papal corruptions in its own territory.
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This mEn vas Jerome Savoparocls, who had become so dlsgusted
with the wickedness and debauchery zbout him that he became
a menk of the Dominican corder partly in order to escape
the evils all around hinm, |

He preached violently agrinst the ecclesiastliczl,
social, and political evils of his day -- sparing no age,
sex, or conditicn of men., At first the e¢ity would not
l1isten, but later filled the cathedrsl to overflowing,

He no longer used reascnings in his sermons, but preached
in the neme of the Most High (Fisher, p. 276).

For & time he effected a seeming reformation of the
city, and became for a short time the virtual political
and religlous ruler of the city of Florence. But his
political policy made him bitter eremies, among them the
pope, Alexander VI, Refusing to keey<ﬁi§7525;nc;;
Savonarola was soon excommunicated, selzed, and imprisoned.
After a prejudicizl trial, he ves hanged, then burmed, and
his ashesa were thrown Into the Arno river,

Historians agree that -Savonarcla's Interests lay much
less in doctrimal reforms than in the purification of
morals., This was to be accomplished githlipn the pale of
the Romen Chureh. And we ray note that, to & great extent,
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this was the case als0 wlth Wyclif and Huss., All three
had been reared Catholles in falith, practice and cutleok.
¥ith the possible exception of Wyclif, all died as
Catholics in acf:ual fact - even though they sought a
reformmtion githin that bedy.

Thus 1% 13 evident that no ordinary man, be he ever.
so able and zealous, would have been able to bring about
& purification of the spirituml derravity of the Romen
Catholic Church as & whole. AS & result of the progress
of papal power, the pope and his irmediate court were the
only cnes mho could do this.

Bat the involvements of the iniouitous system were so
great, the selling of ecclesisstical posts so rampant, the
temptations to ce.pité.lize on the sale of indulgences and
other church revenue so abundant, that even & sincere
reformer within the papsl court would have found his lot
a hopeless cne. "When men had sunk their whole fortune
in buying a lucrative pest which had been put up for
auctlon, would it not be monstrous to abolish all such
posts? And there was no money with which to mke
compensation. When leo X diad, the Papacy was not only
in debt, but benlcupt. A refaming Pope had no chance of
syccess, Every door was barred, znd every wheel s
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Jammed" (Plummer, The Contipents] Reformation, p. 15).

Yet thrcughout the nations of Eurcpe, there were many
political, scoelal, and eccncmic abuses that crisd out for
reform -~ not to speak of the overwhelming religlous
abuses, One 7y or another, as we shell soon see, some
sort of universal upheaval wasg :.nesc;amhly destined to
rock the ocutwrd ccmplacegcy o: that tlme.

/-\—\/ FARA
Butg as we have aeen the very mn who tried to

refornm this corrupt system were so thoroughly Indoctrinated
with the teachings of Rome that it was most difficult to

break completely ammy., ¥%e need t¢ bear in mind that these
men, and Luther, Zwingll, Calvin aml their.assoclates, had
&ll been rearsd from childhoed in HRoman Catholle doctrine

and practice, They had been taught nothing else, and since
there were practically no religiousvbooks or Bibles avall-

able in the common tongues they kmew of little else than
the Rormn Catholic fmith, ceremonies, rituals and traditions.

Therefcre, 1t was well nigh lmpozsible for them to
cblectively compare the rellsious systen they had 'been
reared in with the bellefs and practices of Jesus Christ
ané the inspired New Testament Church.

However, from a spiritual point of view, the resl
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question of the hour was not whether there would be gomg
kird of refcrration, but whether there would be & retumn
to the "raith cnce delivered." A return to genuine
gpontolic Chrigtienity was sorely needed. A return to

the frue zpsvpel, the folih and pragtice of Clrist and the
apcstolic church would have ushered In a new era of

rightesousness 2nd worshlp, of peace and of Joy.

¥a3 such a frueg refarmation farthemiing? This is
the question that should burn 1itself into the minds and
hearts of all thinking men, because the final answer to
this question will determine - t0 3 great extent - the
real meanipnz of the rél.Lgious division and confusion of
our tinme.
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CHAPTER IV

TIMEDIATE CAUSES OF THE
REFORRATION
iy modern Protestants heve sssumed tat the
Reforzation was purely a relizicus movement. They see
visions of multitudes of sincere men thrcughout Cermany
and Zurcpe wholeheartedly seeking a return to apestolic
falth and practice.

But this is not a true plcture,

It is en historical fe:ct that there were meny selfish .
and meterialistic reasons (my the Reformation took plecs A"t/éfviwv
when and how it @14, ) izny of them vere eatirely divorced
from a pure religlous motive. '

There 13 no doubt that political, intszllectual end
firancinl consideraticns played a prominent rert in
bringing about the Reforretiecn of the sixteenth century.

A vigsing sense of paticnallsm caused men t0 feel that, as
Germans, Frenchmen or Englishren, they haod common interests
ageinst 2ll1 foreigners, even the pope himself.

As the cities of Zurcope grew in size and influvence,
the increesed intelligence, wealth, a2nd politicel influence
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of the middle class prepared them to play 2 decislive role
in the coming upheaval. They begen to grow restive under
the constant scclesiastical interference in temporal
afrairs (walker, p. 289).

Coupled with this natlicnal feeling, the growth of
absolutism had rede the various rulers feel more
independent of the See of Rome, and they often attempted
to secure unfettered control of ecclesiastical appointments
within their realms, This mes the beginning of a tendency
which later culmirated in state-controlled churches in reny
lends.

The merked friendship between the popes and the kings
of France during the Avignon pericd geve rise to & general
suspicicn of paral motives in other mticns, This scandal
was helightened by_ the increase in papel taxation during

od,
this pericd when, "the removal of the papel estates in LSM"“

Italy without diminlshing the luxury or expensiveness of
the papal court® (Walker, p. 282, 296).

lany complaints were volced, not only by individusls,
but by the most powerful kings and by whole nations agzainst
the imperious domination of the popes, the frauds, viclence,
evarice and Injustice of Rome., The insclence and tyranny
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of the papal legates, the crimeg, ignorance and moral
depravity of priests amd monks mede men everywhere wish
for & reformation of the church "in its head and members®
(Mosheim, p. S559).

Acting in concert with all these forces waa that
TerEriamble movement known as the Repalssance, or the
awmkening of Barope to a new Interest In sclence, litera-
ture anxl art. It w3 a movement that btrought the change
froo medleval to modern idesls, culture, arnd methods of
thought.,

If we would understend the reformation that followed,
we must first examine the interplay amd ection of each of
these fectors which played such 2n important pert in its
direction and final cutcome,

cal a 1 ge

As we have seen, the papal power reacted its height

YAk,

under Hildetrend (1073=1085), who, even mcre then his

predecessars, alred at the camplets subordination of the,/'.i/ﬂ, SSetmin

_gmpire‘"to the Romen curch. The prosecuticn of this
enterprisa caused a protracted struggle for power between
the papacy and the empire. In this strugsle, the popes had



great advantages over tho empercrs - wicse actuzl
dominlons were far from being coextensive with the ares
dominated by the chinxch. Ope very effective support was
found in the dirpositlon of the German princes themselves
toputchaé&supanmapcwerofmempem. And in the
crusades, the popes IBd the opportunity to direct the
religions eathusizsm of the common pecple in all nstions
(Fisher, Ihe Beformatlon, p. 26-28).

Eventuslly, the papsey wes triurphent in this struggle
and the penitent Emperor, Hemry IV., mas forced to humble
himself before Pope Hildsbrand in carder to refain the
sllegiance of his subjects. Thus, we behold the spectacle

of the chupch rulinz over the gtate, aml dlctating its
will to the Rumen eoperors.

Indeed, the church had long doninzted the empire to
some extent, but never so caupletely. "iIn the elghteen
vears (1198-1216) in which Innocent III, reigned, the
rapal institution shene forth in full splendor, The
enfercement of celibecy had placed the entlre body of the
clergy In 2 closer relation to the soverelimsm pontiff, The
Vicar of Peter hed become the Viear of God and of Christ...
The king wes to the Pope as the moon to the sun == 2 lower
luninery shining with borrowed 1light® (Fisher, The



" Beforgetion, p. 2%). -

Thus we ses that the pores were meking themselves

out to be God on earth. They taught Cirist wes setting
up His millennial reign on earth fhrousy them.

However, before this papal power could long be

. exercised, 1t became evident thet there yere new 'fcrges

rising in Buope t0 challenge 1ts supreracy, In many
lands, the patriotism of the people was resulting in an
unwillinzness to subsit to forelzn demination over thelr
own natiomsl churches and a reluctance to my "Peter's
pence” for the construction of magnificent eathedrels in
Reme (Hurlbut, p. 151).

In the éxercise of its politiczl and finaneial pewer,
the Catholic Church wes riding for a fzl1l. The popes
seemed to have an insatizble craving for money. This
wezlth was not only used to further .their quest of
voluptuous and easy Uving, but to purcmse friends erd
noyer. The Roman pontiffs were able to extract this money
from thelr unvary subjects by varlous mmans concealed
under the appearance of religion.

¥oshein describes this abuse of power: "Among these
artifices, what were called indulgnces =-- that is, liberty
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to buy off the punishments of their sins by contributing

mopey to plous users -- held & distingulshed place, Amd
to thess recourse wes hed ag often as the papal treaswry
became exhsusted, to the immense injury of the public
interests., Under sme plausible dbut for the mest part
false rretext, the lgnoarant and timorcug pecple were
beguiled with the prospect of great zdvantage by the
bhawkers of indulgences, who were in general basze amd

profiigate charactera”™ (Zggl, Historv, p. 550).

These scardals provided a very sdequats reason in
the eyes of many CGermmn princes, for ingstance, to throw
off the papal yoke = whether by "reform’ or revolt = in -
order to free themselves from papal taxaticn and intere
ferenca, and to sSelize the wealth of the churches aml
monasteries. Luther's later attack on the papal financial
policy and texation instantly made hima champion of the
German middle class and, indirectly, of all his countrymen,
sho had long harbored feelings of resentment toward the
erafty and easy-living Itallens,

In Englard, relatively the sare situation prevailed.
King Henry VIII had squandered mest of the royel treeswmy
inherited from his more astute father, Al the same time,
there wes growing discontent among the nobles in particular
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with regerd to excessive papal texation, and the ebundant
wealth of the monastic orders wuld be prize pickings if
the pepel autherity were cast off. It i3 significant that
one of Henryts first actions after having himself recognized
&s the "supreme hemd of the Church and clergy of England”
s to order the gonfiscotion of the wealth of the church,
particularly that of the monastic orders.

Threugh royel negligence ard extravegance, there
arpse o clegs of cherere In the momegtlc loot whose vested
intereste lay In continued separztlicn from the chureh of
Fome. This faction wes a2 powerful gusrantee ageinst any
later movements for reconcllistion with the perecy. (Wolker,
An.Qutlipe Higtory uf the Catholic Church, p. 58). |

In view of these reny teerptations, and the meticmml-
lstic tendency alresdy undermay, it should hove been the
rrimary interest of the popes to reconclle the pelitienl
erd finepeinl dhlecticns of the varicus npaticns. ut such
vas pot the cacse,

thile the papacy chould have been dolng everything
peesible to eveld eggrevating the peoples o Surcre with
itz ruthless finzncisl policy, 1t did Just the opposite,
In order to ernrich thelr om relatives or to strengthen the
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states of the Church, the popes aften applled the wealth
they recelved from indulgences and the sale of chureh
offices,

Pigher describes the wmretched cheracter of some of
these popes: "Immocent VIII., besides advancing the
fortunes of seven illegitimta children, and waging two
wars with Raples, received an anmel tribute from the
Sultan for detaining his brother and rivel in prison,
Instead of sending him to lead & force agalnpst the Turle,
the enemies of Christendom. Alexander VI., vhose wickedness
brings to mind the dark days of the Papacy in the tenth
century, cccupied himself in bullding up a principality for
his faverite son, that monster of depravity, Caesar Borgls,
and in armmssing treasures, by base and cruel reans, for the
support of the licentiocus Roman Court. He 13 seld to have
died of the polscn which he czused to be prepared for a
rich cardinmal, who brided the head cock to set 1t befare

the Pope himselfr.” (The Reformeticn, p. 44-45).

Thug, it is evident that when the reformers begen
thelr pleas for a breek with the papel authority, the wide
response was often not so mich from sincere religicus
motives as from the practical amd netwrel desire of reny
to approrriate to themselves the political and financial
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revards hitherto withheld or comtrolled by the Roman
chpech.,

Apcther Impcrtont factor in preparing the way for the
Reformatlion ves the revival of learning, llteratre and
art called the Repalssance, The leaders of this movenent
were not usually mriests or monks, bul layeen., It opened
as a literary mcvement and wes not yet openly anti-
religicus, but only skeptiecnl) and ingulring, It wms
greatly aided by the invention of printing in 1455, by
Cuttenberg. For the first time books could now be
dissemireted by the thousands, and it is significant tiat
the first book printed wes the Binkle,

The Remaissance stimilsted petriotism and served to
inspire the preduction of 2 nationnl literaturs. It
encoureged independence in thought and reticmal policies,
and led to the development of the modern Buropean
naticnalistic concepis 28 we know them. As strong
national govermments ercse, this natirelly tended to cuwrd
the sutherity of thot hed been regarded as the universal
church, The influence of the pope and clergy btecame more
end more limited to the religlous sphere, and the
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diplomatic policy of each pation pirsued a more independent
course,

Increassd interest in the pagan classics exerted a
marked influence upcn the educated classes, and caused
them to bresk with medleval scholasticlism, spd, In many
cases, with all sericus emcern with religicn as such,

The medleval ideals hed been other-warldly and
enccouraged self-abnegetion., The Femalssance introduced
humanism amd the expression of the lnherent terdencles
in men, The attitude ¢of ascetic seclusicon gave way to the
gearch for full enjoyment of all the world can offer.

A rationel seerch into the history and literature of
the past subjectsd reny documents of the church to eritical
exomiration, A school of historical eriticlsm wes started
by Lorenzo Valla (1405-1457), who expesed the falsity cf
the Donation of Constontine and dented the apostellc origin
of the Apostlets Creed, A1l this inmquiry &nd revival of
humn Interests served to wdernmine the authoriiy and
influence of the Catholic Church.

For zbout twe generatiomns befae the Protestant
Reforratlon, the popes themselves tried to enter Into the
spirit of the Remalssance and the popes of that tize ywere
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rerked by culture rather than religlous falth. This
naturally resulted in the papal cowrt beconing even more
worldly, and brought about an incressed demnd fora
refurmtion of the church.

"Cne very benericial result of the Remaissance was
the revived interest in the study of Hebrew and Gresk.
This promoted a better understanding of the Bible on vhich
the great refarmetory work of Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin
meg baged. Without this prepamtion their wrk would not
have been possible." (Gumlben, History of the Christiasn
Sizeen, po 199).

Perhaps the most cutstanding Remalssance scholar was
Desiderius Ermsmus, who had been accused of "laying the
ege thet Luther hatched." He stutled in several different
European nations, Although he was prizerily a Romn
Catholic, yet his provecative satires of the clerdcel
abuseg of his tice and his eppeal to return to the
simplicity of originel Christianity hed & profound effect
cn tkhe educated classes of his time, snd, through them,
reached the masses of people,

Erasmus yas coavinced thet the Rompu systen ws £illed
with superstition and corruption. Yet he had no wish to
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brezk with Catholicism., He locked upeon 1t, sentirmentally,

a3 the "mother™ of socigty and the arts, And he was too
intsllectiml to sympethize with the Luthersn reveolt, the
brutal excesses of which repelled him,

"Hemce neither side ln the struggle that opened In
the laetter part of his life understood him, and his
memory hes been condemmed by polemic meiters, Prcmtant
and Cathollc. His om thought ves thet education, return
to the sources of Christian truth, snd flmsgellaticn of
Lg:orance am Smm'tality by merciless satire would bring
the church to mw. To this end he lebored” (wmalier,

: f the Chr ; D. 329).

Thus, we find that the humnists helped prepere e
Wy for the Reformation, They discredited much cf the
Catholic theology. They emcouraged men to study the 3ible
and early Christian writers from 8 new point of view. They
helped relesase the minds of wen from redisvel tradition=
&lism, end began an ers of Indersndent scholarship ard
thinking centered arourd the desires amt needs of men,

With the rise of paticoalism, the invention of
printing and incressed distribution of krowledge, this
Intellectinl rovement would reve eventuzrlly brought sbout
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tremendous changes in medieval Catholiclsm ard in the
freedon of the individuml, even hed there been no Luther,
Zuingll or Calvin., So when the Reformation did begln,
it was helped to success by forces that were paorely
intellectual and often irreligicus in nsture.

The detalls of the degenerate mcrals and egcclezias-
tical corruptions in the period immedlately preceding the
Reforzation are go well known thal they need only trlesd
suparizetion and enelysis here. But one vitally
icportant question erises which ls ususlly overlooked or
pushed &side. Thet is the fundsmental question of ghether
the paganized, radically chenged amd corrupted religio-
politicel machine deminating the paticns of Europe,called
the Roman Catholie Church, wme In actial fect the rightful
anf legltimate succegsar of the origimml apostolic church
-- the ong Irue clureh Jesus Chrlst seid Ee sould btulld.

Por@sm Protestant churches,

28 a wholeg, base their clainm of historlic unity with the
apogtolic church upen their direct descendancy from the
Reman Cathollce Church, their "mother® church,




728 this chureh the Church Jesus built? VWere its
leaders and its members f£1lled wlth and led by the Spirit
of God? This is e vital point, for as the apostle Paul

atatess "Now 1f any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he ol
' by $TaTiontng vt

13 poge of hia" (Romans 819). s AT
heileals J.,Z.« A gL,
%We can 40 no better then draw o corclusions from Clceral_

the statements of recognized historiaps in this £l=14d,

A direct comparison is made by Plummer: "And 83 soon as

the revival of letters caused the contents of the New

Testament and the teaching of the Fathers to be known, it

wms scen thmt what passed for Christianity at the close of

the fifteenth centwry wes scarcely recognizable as such, (
when placed side by side with what we know of Christiér.ity

at the close of the Apostolic Age.® (The Continental

Beforration, pe 11),

A picturesque and comprehensive description of thls
gtate of things as 1t affected the daily lives of the
pecple 1s given by the noted historian DfAubingne: "let
us now see vhat wsg the state cof the Church previbus to
the Reformation. The mticna of Chrlstendom no longer
looked %0 2 holy ard living God for the free gift of
eternal life. To cbtaln 1it, they were obligated to have
recowrse to all the means that a superstitious, fearful,
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and alsrmed immgination could devise., Heaven was £1lled

with saints and gedistors, whicse duty 1t w3 to sollcit
this mercy. Earth was filled with plous works, sacrifices,
obaervances, and ceremonies, vy whilch 1t wms to be
obtained” * the Sef

Christ was regarded as a gtern hdess. Ee wes prepered
to condern anyene who d4id not inveke the intercession of
the saints or rescrt to the pepal indulgences,

ibny Intercessors appeared in Christ's place, FPirst
WS the Virgin izry, like the Dians of pagmnism, end then
the saints - whose pucbers were continminlly augmented by
the popes. "

| Rellglous pllpgrimmges were preseribed as a pensnce
fbr gin, There were almost as many rellglous resorts for
pllgrims as there were nountains, forests srd valieys, On
thegse pllgrirmges, the people brought to the priests monsy
end anything that ad any value - fowls, ducks, geese,
W, strew, butter and cheese,

Difubligne contlinues: "The blshops no longer preached,
but they consecrated priests, bells, monks, churchas,
thzpels, images, booXg, amd cemeterles; aad all this

breught in 2 large revenue, 2Zones, arms, and feet were
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preserved in gold and silver boxss; they were glven cut
during mass for the fithral to kiss, and this too w3 a

<
71A11 these people reintained that the pope, "sitting
ag Cod in the temple of Gnd,",f”amﬂ.d not err, and they
would not suffer any comtradiction.!”

I% i3 related tnat‘la the very church sheres Lather
Treached, at Wittenberz, wes chown & supposed fragment of
Soah'z ark, a plece of wood £from the cradle of Jesus,
some hair from the beard of St. Christopher, and nineteen
thousand other relles. |

These religicus relics vere awed about the country-
side and sold to the falthful for the spiritual merits
they supposed to bestow. The wendering salesmen prid &
vereentage of thelr profits to the originel owners of the
relles. "The kingdom of heaven 24 disappeared, and in
1ts place a mriket of ebominations hed teen cpened upon
eerth" (D'Aubigne, p. 17).

) ooy

If the members of this professing Christendom mmy be
partially excused, as rany historians try to do, because
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¢f the prevalling imorance end lack of right spiritml

guidance, none of these excuses carries anmy welght vhen
applied to the higher clergy and to the popes themselves.
For these wen hed every advantage of education and
ynowledge if they had rightly desired to teke sdventage
of these. | |

The deplorable corruption of the Boran Church during
the century just before the Refarmation is appalling.
ltny of the popes were no more than "respectable”
engsters. |

Ne trpee ¢f the Holy Splrit of God 1s to be found In
their words or actims. Tet they heafed ard remresepnted
what was suppesed to be the only Church of God on exrthi

Regerding two of these popes, Fharey states: PSixtus
IV, had sixteen $llegitirmte children, whom he took special
czre to mrovide for and enprich. But of 211 the popes of
this age, perhaps Rederdce Borgln, who essumed the neme of
Alerenier VI., excelled in wckednoss, He lms been called
the Catiline of the popes; end the villalales, crimes,
and encrmities recorded of him, are =0 many end s0 great,
that it must ke certeln thot e ws destitute, not only of
all religion, but &lso of decency and Smmd%rmm
Blstorys Te 211-12),
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It was & common practice in those times for the
Triests to pay the price of blackmmil to their bishops
for the illegal concubines with whom they shared their
beds, am for each 5astard child thus produced (D'Aubigne,
P. 18). The Roman religion no longer contained anything
that would cause it to be esteemed by those who were truly
plous, and nearly the whole worship of God consisted in
cutward pagenized ceremonies., Such sermons as were
occasionally addressed to the people were not only
destitute of all taste and good gense, but were stuffed
vith fables and nauseous fictions (Mosheim, p. 547).

And yet, after themselves relating these accounts of
the spiritual stench, utter depravity of morals, anmd total
ignorance or disregerd far all Christian truth and virtue
that had characterized the Rbman chirch for many generations
these very Frotestant writers attempt in the next breath
to label thls reprobete system the "church of Christ” -—-
the church Jesus sald He would build, the Spirit-filled
body of which He 1s the llving Head! (Eph. 1:22).

Notice DtAubignet's pitiful lament: "The evil had
spread through all ranks: 'a strong delusion' had been sent
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among mens the corrupticn of manners corresponted with the
corruption of faith. A mystery of iniquity oppressed the
englgved Church of Christ.”
De 20).

Cf the fact that a purifylng exd cleaning up of this
soclety was needed, there is no doubt. But of the supposed
fact that this totally pagenized system wag the Church of
God on earth there 1s great doubt,

In fact, the descriptlcon of the true Church as given
in t.he New Testament 1s ia goizsl contradiction to the |
falth, practlice and life ¢f Roman Cathollicism as i1t has
existed for hundreds of yearsi

The inspired commend of Peter to "repent and be
Daptized” (Acts 2:38) wes replaced by the Roman injunction
to "do penance" -- confess and pay the priest. The
apostolic wy of li.fe/ cf Jove and ghedlence to Geod's
splritual laws 3, was replaced by a pettern of fear and &
superatitious cobservance of speclal fasts, feasts amd
church festivals utterly forelign to Christ and the early
true Church., |

In place of the Inspired form of church government
instituted by Christ and carried on by the apostles, W
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f£ind a corrupt hierarchy of priestly coffices which are
‘oot 80 much as mentioned in the Bible, And over the whole
corrupted system we find the Roman pope, "sitting as God
in the temple of Ged™ (IT Thes. 2:4), often disobedient
himself to all the laws of God and man, yet holding forth
with authority as the "Vicar of Christ," and permitting
and encouraging men to prostrate themselves before him in
a kind of wrship that Peter and the other apostles would
have feared to allow (Acts 10:25-28).

Was this utterly debased religio-political system
the legitirete descendant of the Church Jesus and the
apestles frunded? Fould a "reformeticn” of ihdg foul
system constitute a continuation of the true Chumreh?

These are the really msic questions that we need to
censider., And let us not hide cur eyes from the inescap-
able fact that it wms dlrectlv from the Roman Cathollc
system tint the Protestant churches lmve sprung.

As we heve now seen, there were political, economic,
sccial, intellectual and religious factors throughout the
nations of Europe which presaged a universal upheaval.

And pollitical and firmencia]l considerztions played a very
important part in the coming reformation. When it came,
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what was 1ts true significance in the overall plapg amd
ourpose of the etermal Cod?

¥as it & recapturing of the "fith once delivered?
to the saints? We need to face this question squerely.



CHAPTER V

IUTHER'S REVOLT AGAINST ROME

@we have seéz;s/; the eve of the Refarration there
were many complaints end abuses that called for reform.
Those who were responsible for the spiritusl and material
welfare of the pecple were content to preserve the status
quo because it served to theilr own enrichment ard religicus

cr political advantags.

Yet the people eried cut for fipgpelal rellef -- for
et lsast some measure of pollfical freedom. And the yoie
of relizious oporession 1aid heavily on the populace of
Europe. |

Sore guistapdines persopalltv was needed to scund the
cry of alarm which would Inevitably set off a universal
explesion which had long been smouldering, Yet no ardimry
leader, no matter what hils ideals or personal bYrillisnce,
cculd fulfill this role, IV would take someone who could
ldentify himself with the unspoken cravings of the loezl
princes, the middle classes, the peasants -- who could
uniquely identify himself with thelr long-suffered
grievances and 80 become & symbol of the universal urge
for a complete revolution in the religious, socizl, and
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pollitical 1life of that day.

Such a ran w8 Martin Luther,

The complete ldentification of Luther with the
Protestant Reformetion, the uniqueness of his persomlity
as its center and rallying point, is attested to by &ll
historirns. Fisher describes this circumstance: "Unques=
tionably the hero of the Reformation was lLuther. Without
him and his powerful Influence, other refomam move-
ments, even such es had an Independent beglnning, 1like
that of ZwingYe, might have failed of success... Luther
apart from the Reformaticn would cease to be Luther,”

(Ine Reformation, p. 87).

_ An understaniing of the basic facts concerning
Luther's childhood and youthful 1ife is important as a
background to an adequate ccuprehension of his later bellefs
and dectrines.

ijngz!g "'\nEs . r'}\_r 1,1 gg

}2rtin Luther wsos born at Eisleban, Cermany, ln 1483,
the scn of & peasant, The family moved to Lhnsﬁia_l_d six
months after Luthert's birth, erd he was brought up there
In an atmosphere of austerity and disclplined virtue.

¢

::fiﬂ”'ﬁ,
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An intimate glimpse 1s given into Lutherts early home

and school life in 2 recent work by Roland Bainton: "Luther
1s reparted to have said, 'My mother caned me from stealing
a nut, until the blood came, Such strict discipline drove
BS 5D the mppastery, although she meant it well,! This
saying is reinforced by two others: iy father once whipped
me g0 that I ran amay and felt ugly toward him until he

WS at rains to win me back.! (At school) 'I was caned
In a single morning fifteen times for nothing at all. I
ws required to decline and conjugete eni hadn't lesrned

my lesson." (Zere I Stard, p. 17)]

Even in these early glimpses, we can see & petiern
of 1r§cidents that eventually led Luther to wmnt to gggare
anthority and any need for gbedlepce. We need to under-
stand his background of medelival superstition and fear in
order to fully understand his emphasis on f2ith glope in
later years,

The gtmosphere of Lutherts family was decidedly that
of rugged peasantry. But there wes 2 strong religicus
feeling in the family, snd his father, Hans, prayed 2% the
bedside of his son and his mother wes known in the
commumity as & very devout persen.

Yet meny elemsnts of old German mRganisnm vere blended



with Christisn mythology in the belliefs of the peasants.
The woods, they thought, were peopled by elves, gnomes,
fairies, wiltches and other spirits. Luthert!s omn rmother
belleved them capable of stealing eges, milk, and butter.
Luther himself retzined many of these beliefs untll his
deathi, He once said: "In my native country on the top of
a high mountain called the Pubelsberg 1s a lake into which
if a stone be thromm & tempest will arlise over the vwhole
region because the waters are the abode of captive demons™
(Zeigton, p. 19). His early Catholic religlous life was
£11led with scenes of steeples, spires, cloisters, priests,
zonks of various arders, collections of relicg, ringing of
bells, proclalming of lndulgences, religious processions,
and supposed cures at shripnes. In g£ll these things,he had
a normel religious upbringing for those days.

At fifteen, Luther ws sent to school &t Elsenach,
where his mother had relatives. As di1d4 many of the other
peor students there, he was cbliged to sing in the streets
begzing for bread. In 1501, Luther went to the University
of Erfurt, having egreed with his father to study for a
legrl career, Yhile still a student there, a number of
spirlitual crises upset Lutherts course, amd eventurlly
redirected hils eantire 1ife,
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Befors relating the speclific events that led Luther
to depart from the ordinary 1ife that his father hed
planned for him, 1t will be helpful to notlce the effect
that the normel religicus training of that age had on
youths in general, and con Luther in perticulsr, "There
1a Jjust oms respect in which Luther appears to have been
different from other youths of his time, nemely, in that
be wes extraordinarily sensitive and subject to recurrent
periods of exaltztlon and depressicn of spirit., This
oscillation of mood plagued him throughout his life. He
testified that it began in hls youth and that the
depressions hed been acute in the six months pricr to his
entry into the monastery” (Bainton, p. 20).

¥e can see that Luther hkad a very troubled mind
indeed., This problem of moodipess - eggravated by a
feeling of perpetual gullt which the Catholic doctrines
engendered =- made Luther seek a type of emoticnsl relezse
from these inner conflicts.

Bainton states: "The ezpianation lies rather in the
tensions which medieval religion deliberately induced,
playing alterpately upon feer and hope. Hell wes stoked,
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not because men llved in perpetunl dread, but preclisely M,,M
because they ¢1d not, and in order to instill enough fear b ?M;C"
to drive them to the sacrzments of the Chureh., If they

were petrified with terror, pwrgatory wes introduced by

wy of pitization as an intermedinte place yhere those not

ted encugh for hell nor good encugh for heaven might rmake

further expiaticn. If this slleviation inspired

complacency, the temperature was advanced on purgatory,

end then the pressure vwas again relaxed through indule

gences" (Herg I Stard, p. 21).

‘*/

Thus, we can see that Luther's sensitivity ws easily
played upon by religlous fears that had been inculcated
gince chlldhood. Trese faars were an integral part of the
system which Luther eventinlly came to abhor.

Perhaps the first In a series of events, that led
Luther gradually to his eventual role as a reformer, was
& discovery he mede wmhen he wes tuanty yesrs old and had
glready teken his Bachelor's degree. It happened that
vhile he ws looking one day at the books in the Erfurt
librery that he casuslly picked up 2 copy of the latin
Bible. This was the first tire that he had ever held a
cony of the Bible in his hands, and he was surprised at
the richness of 1ts conteats end studied it esgerly (Fisher,
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The Reformetion, P. 88). Although he had been for scme tire
now engrossed In hurenistice studies, on reading the
Scriptures for the first tirme on this and subsegquent
occasions the deep relisiocus spxistics that hed effected
him from & child retwrned axd began to cecupy his mm@its.

later, returning to Erfurt from a visit with his
parents, & storm arcose and a thunderbolt stxuck dowm Luther
and his companion. Luther quickly regained his feet, but
ws deeply moved when he discovered tiat his friend,
Alexis, had been killed. Then amd there, Luthey detzrmined
to meke his peace with God, and he soon entered the
Augustinian monastery at Erfurt to become & prisst.

In 1507, be wes ordained to the priesthocd, but his
studies and spiritual exercises falled to bring him the
Inmrd peace he so desperately scught. He was encournged
to study passages from the Scriptures and the churcn‘
fathers, by Staupitz, the vicar of the order. 32t this
study, although helpful, éid not quiet the restlessness
and immrd torment of Luther, |

During this time, mRny were struck by the remariahle
gppeprence of Luther, In 1518, a contemporary sald of him,
"I could hardly look the men in the face, such g diabollcal
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fire czarted out of his eyes" (Hausser, The Pericd of ihe
Berorpetion, pe 8).

Feeling a deep sense of parscnal Angdecuscy end sin,
he et ocut to perform whatever gocd wrks were prescribed
for the savingorhissoui. Ard thereweremnysuch
exercises recozmended by the Catholicism of that dey. “He
fnsted, sometimes three days on end without & crumb. The
geagons of fasting were more 'consoling to him than those
of feasting. Lent ws more comforting than Easter., Fe
lald upcn hiwmself vigils and prayers in excess of those
stipulated by the rule. He cast off the blankets permitted
him end well-nigh froze hirmself to deeth. At times he was
proud of his sanctity and would say, 'I have done nothing
wrong today.! Then misgivings would arise, 'Have you
fasted enourh? Are you poor enough?! He weuld then strip
himself of all save that which cecency required. He
believed in later 1ife that his austeritles hed done
perranent darnge to his digestion® (Eﬁipt;en, De 34),

A1l Luther knew of Christ at this time wsg that Hs
v2s a "stern hdg@" fronm whom he would like to flee.
Under a feeling of utter condemmation, Luther persisted
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in afflicting his body and mind with the varicus religlicus
exercises practiced by the monks of his dsy. ™'If a2 monk
ever wen heaven by monkery,! he has said, 'I would have
found my way there alsoj ell my convent comrades will bear
witness to that!? (Lindsay, History, p. 427).

Notice that these things all imlicate Luther's strong
attachment to the Fomen church. He w3 part and parcel
with 1t, had been reared ln it, steeped in 1ts doctrirnes.
And as 1s often the case in similar instances, when the
break did came 1t wms to be a violent cme.

"The trouble was that he could not satisfy Ccd at any
point. Commenting in later l1ife on the Sermon on the Xoung,
Luther gave searching expressicn to hiz disillusionment.

" Referring to the precepts of Jesus he sald: '"This ward is
too hizh ard too hard that anyone should fulfill it, This
is proved, not merely by cur Lord!s word, but by cur om
experience 2nd feelling., Take any upright mn or woman,

He will get along very nicely with those who 4o not
provoke him, tut let somecne proffer only the slightest
Irritation and he will flare up In anger,...if not egelinst
friends, then sgainst enemles, Flesh and blood cannot |
riss above 1;3;’ (=inten, p. 34).

Determining in his own mind that 1t is irmgsgible for
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ma to perform what Cod requires, Luther continued his
search for an answer to his gullt compiex.  Faving been
made 8 wofessar in the Unlversity of mtténberg, which
ws cperated In connectlion wlith the Augnstinisn momstery
there, he began to lecture on the epistles of Faul,

He had hardly begun his expositicn of the epistle to
the Romans when hls eyes fastened on the passage, "tha
MM live by foish® (Rommns 1:17). These words made
a profourd fmpression m Luther, end he pondered thelr
meaning at great length.

then Luther vislted Rome at some time durdng this

‘pericd, he ran about the city full of devotional ardar,

attempting to secure for himself the spiritum] blessings
that were offered by viewlnz verious holy relics and dcdng
penance at sacred shrines. Thile he did penence upon the
gtalrs of the so~called Julgment seat of Pilate, the
haunting text of Scripture zzain entered his mind - the
Just shell live by faith,!

Torcughout Luther's stay In Hore, disilluslionments
btegan to multiply in his mind es to the character ¢of the
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Roren church. He began to see wat a Sorruphk and ahomi-
p2ble system 1t had become. %hlle officiating at several
messes in Rome, he tried to maintain the dignity amd
reverencg wvhich he felt this aétion required. But he was
very disturbed at the frivolous and totelly irreverent
manner in which the Roman prissts celebrated the sacrazent

cx:tneaz@r e

DtAubigne relates: "Cne day vhen hs was officiating
be found that the mriests at an adjoining zltar had already
repeated seven magses befoare he had finished ope, f'Qulck,
quickl! crizd one of them, 'send owr lady back her Soni!
making an impious allusion to the tfansubstantiation of
the btread Into the body and blocd of Jesus Christ, At '
agother time Luther had only Just reached the Cospel, Mfg‘j
vhen the priest a2t his side md alrsady terminated the
rasg, tPassa, passal! crled the latter to him, 'mke
bagte] have dome with 1t at cace,t”

"His astonlchment wes still greater, when he fournd

in the displiaries of ibg pavacy what e had already
observed in the Infericr cla'gy. He had hoped better

things of themg @mmm Pe 88), w

Retwrning home, he pondered over the scenes of the
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picus pilzrims in Rome gecking salvatlion tlrough verious
endeavors. And he shuddered ss he recelled the frivoilty,
the moral wretchedness, and the lack of resl spiritusl
tnowledge in thet city -- supposedly, 'the capital of
Christendom.” The worda of Faul returmed to him agein --
"the just shall live by faith.”™ At last he felt that he
could understand thesm,

Ihe Reary of Iuther'g Theolosy

Fisher relates Luther'!s feeling: "'Through the Cospel
that rightecusness 1s revealed which avails before God =
by vhich He, out of grace and mere cospession, Jjustifies us
through faith.! tHere I fell =t once,! he says, 'fat I ms
¥holly born azalp and thet I hnd entered through open doors
into Paradise itself, That passage of Feul was truly %o
ve the gate of Peradise.' He saw that Christ 1s not come
as a laééiver, but a&s a Saviowr; thet love, not wrath or
justice, is the motive in his mission and work; thet the
forgiveness of sins through Eim i1s a2 free gift; that the
relationschip of the scul to Him, and through Him to the
Father, which is expressed by the term falith, the respone-
slve act of the soul to the divine mercy, I1s 21l that is
Ieoudred., This method of recconcilintion 1ls without the
worics of the law" gz R T s De G1).
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Novw we see the central palnt of 21l Luthert's theology.
This doctrine Of Justification became the goruerstong of
all of Luatherts subsequent religious effzrts. JIi glope

bed provided him Ml 2 sense of zeleese Ircu his beunting
gense of Zull% and fear Of demration. 4und, we By truly
add, it gave him & way groupd the reguirements of Godlg

spiritiml lay - which Luther felt he could pot kpep -
and which he ultimately grew to liate.

It i3 evident that in all thiz thinking about law,
Luther wes substituting the Catholle idea of rituslistic
"works” and pepapces for the Ten Coamamirents of Cod,
Obsessed with the ides of getiing around & need for any
cbedience, he began to feel thet faith glone 1s sufficlent
for salvation.

The loglcal consequence of Luther's new position
demanded a clash with Rome., It was on the question of
the sale of jpdulgences that his dixrect coppesition to
crthodox Catholic doctrine was Pirst made known.

After his return fron Rome, Luther had resumed his
teaching career in the Unlversity of ®ittenberg, and
continued in his study of the Seripture amd in the
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development of hils theory of Justificetion and salvation.
Tmrougn the encouragement of his superlor, Staupltz, he
completed his work for his doctor!s degree so that he might
replace Staupitz by assuming the chalr of Bible st the
university. In 1512, be took the degree of Doctor of
Divinity, and contimued his teaching career.

All the mhile, hls ideas on Justification mere growing
and developing. He wrote: "I gre=ily longed to understand
Paull's Epistle to the Romens and nothing stocd In the wey
but that me expression, 'the Jjustice of God,? because I
togk 1t to mean that Jjustice whereby Cod is Just and deals
Justly in punishing the unjust. Iy situation was that,
although an impeccable monk, I stood before God as a sinner
troubled in consclence, enxd T had no confidence that ny
merit would assuage him. Therefore I 414 not love 2 Just
and angyy God, but rather hated and pureured sgeinst him.
Yet I clung to the dear Peul and had a great yearning to
know whet he meant” (Beinton, p. 49),

Notice that Luther confessed that he lmted God in the
farm of lawgiver and Judge. True enough, his false Catholie
concept of cbedlence cofused him as to the real zpiritual
issues at stake. He wes like 2 man gplrifunlly 4rupk ==
seeking his way cut of an abyze. BEut in his mental torwent
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from Catholic tesching, he was a2ls50 desperately datemmed
to find 2 mm obedience, law and Justice.

Luther wrote: "Night and day I pondered umtil I saw ;
the connection between the Jjustice of God and tle statement
thet 'the just shall live by his faith,' Then I grasped
that the Jestice of Cod 13 that rightecusness by which
through grace and sheer mercy God justifies us through
faith, Thereupen I felt myself to be reborm and o have
gone through open doors into parzdise. The whole of
Scriptize tock an 2 rew peaning, anxd whereas befare the
"Justice of God" had £illed me with hete, now it decame
to me Inexpresslbly swmeet in greater love, This passage
of Peul became to me 2 gete to heaven...." (Bzinton, p. 49). .

Thus, we can see that with the Increasing stress
Luther wes putting on Justification bty falth alone, the
Romish practice of gelling Indulcences for sin would be
rerticularly digtasteful to him -- and an zbuse he would
natirelly w@nt to attack. Since the ratter of Aipdylsences
ws the immediste cause of Luther's btreak with Rome, 1t
will be particularly helpful at this peoint to quote a8
scholarly description of this practice, and the exact
wording of the indulzences,
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Tharey states: "Indulgences, in the Romish chigeh,
are & remissicn of the punishmént dus to sin, grented by
the church, am supposed to save the sinner from purgatory,
According to the doctrine of the Remish church, all the
good warks of the saints, over and above those that were
necegsary for their cwn Justification, are deposited,
together with the Infinite merits of Jesus Christ, in an
Inexheustible treasury. The keys of this were committed
to St. Peter, and to his successors, the popes, who may
open it et pleasure} and, by transferring a partim of
this superabundant merit to any perticular persm for &
sun of money, may convey to him elther the parden of his
own sins, or & release of any cne for whom he 1s interested,
from the pains of purgatory. | |

"Such Indulgences were first invented in the eleventh
century, by Urban II., as & recompense to these who went
in person upen the glorious enterprise of conquerding the
Koly land. They were afterverds granted to eny one who
hired n& soldier for that purpose; and, in process of time,
vere begtowed on such as gave meney for aceompllshing any
plous work enjoined by the pope. The power of granting
indulgences has been greatly abused in the church of Rome,
Pope leo X., in order to carry on the magnificent structure
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of St. Peter's a2t Rome, published indulgences, and a
plenary permissicn to &ll such as should contribute money
towerds i%. Finding the project take, he granted to
Albert, a;ector of Mentz, axd M of legdeburyg,
the benefit of the indulgences of Saxmy, amd the
reighboring parts, and farmed out these of other countries
to the highest bidders; who, to meke the best of their
bargain, procured the ablest rreachers to cry up the
value of the wmmre, The form of these indulgences w3 a3
follows:

¥1lhy our Lord Jesus Christ leve mercy upon thee, and
absclve thee by the merits of his mcst holy passion. And
I, by hls authority, that of his blessed apostles, Pelter
and Faul, and of the most holy pope, graated and committed
to me In these parts, 4o absolve thee, first from all
eccleslastical censures, In whatever canner they have been
incurred; then from all thy sins, transgressios, and
excesses, hew enormous scever they may bey even from such
as gre reserved for the cognizance of the holy see, and as
far a3 the keys of the holy church extend. I remit to you
all punishment which you deserve In purgatory on thelr
account; and I restore you to the holy sacraments of the

church, to the union of the faithful, and to the innocence

a~J
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anpd purity shich you possessed at beptism; so that when
you die, the gates of punishment shall be shut, and the
gates of paradise of delights shall te opened: and 1f you
shall not dle at present, this grace shall remaln in full
force when you are a2t the point of desth., In the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.' (Church History,
De 224=25) o

The gloging descripticns which the hawkers of indul-
gences gave of their benefit were sométimes almost
Ineredible, If a m=n, they sald, should purchase letters
of Indulgencs, his scul ray rest assured of its szlvation.
"ot they said, "the heavens are open; if you enter not
now, when will you enter?

It w63 the greal abuse of this already abominable
practice which led iartin Luther to take & definite gstand
against Rome., He wes, of cowrse, corvect in opposing
this practice., Taking the stand he did tock cowrage.

But the qrestion we wish t0 consider 13 whether this led
bim to return to the "faith cnce delivered," or simly

to reject that part of the Cathollc teeching which he could
not agree with and to set up in 1ts place another nurely
huren Inspired ecclesiasticel systenm vhich sulted him.
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in Luther's vicinity, the proclasatica of the
indulgence to help rebulld St. Peter?!s in Rome was
entmstéd to & Domindcen, Tetzel, an experienced vendor.
The indulgence ws not acturlly offered in Lutherts
parish beczuse the church could not introduce an indulgence
without the permisazion o the leoczl autbcrities. In this
caee, the elector, Frederick the 'ﬁme; =uld not glve his
cousent because he did not wish the Indulgence of St.
Peter's to encrcach upon the indulgences of All Saints!?
Church at Wittenberg (Bainton, p. 57).

But Tetzel came so close that Luther's parishicners
could go over the border and return with some amazing
concesslons as a result of the high pressure szales
carpelzn Tetzel amd his tellcwzhawkers were conducting,

Luther ws rightecusly indignent at this shamaless
impositlion of the Pope, and his reformerts blood wms
roused. As the practice of the time, he drew up ninety=-
five theses for debate and nalled them to the door of the
Castle Church at Wittenberg. This wes on October 31, 1517, /L/QC_/i‘i7

deny of Luthert!s theses appealed to the desperate



81
financial straits of the Germen peasants, and indirectly
appenled to the papacy to stop exacting more money from
them. In his fiftieth proposltion, Luther mintalined:
"Christlans must be taught that If the pope knew the
exsctions of the preachers of indulgences he would rather
have St., Peterts basgilica reduced to ashes than bullt with
the skin, flesh and bones of his sheep™ (Basttenson,

05 Of ' D. 287).

In the heated discussions that followed, lLiither
declared: "The revenues of 21l Christendom are being
sucked into this Insatiable basilica, The Cermens laugh
gt calling this the commm treasure of Caristendon. 3efore
leng 211 the churches, palaces, walls, and bridges of Rome
will be built out of our momey, First.of all we should
rear 11ving temples, not loeal churches, end only last of
all St, Peter's, which Iis not necessmry for us. TWe Gerrans
cannot attand St, Peterts, 2etter that 1t should never be
built than that cur perochisl churches should be despoiled”
(Bainton, p. 61). '

Lutherts pglitlesl appsal to his fellow Cermens 1s
evident In g1l the early writings on thls sublect. He
c¢ees not argue froo the spirltual principle of wiet is
rizht or wreong before Cod, but primerily from the



Etlonalistic attituds that the money fron indulgences
should be spent on Germea religious causes.

Luther's attack on the papel financial policy brought
areadya@eemntamngtm Gerrans who had lcngsxzfemd
from & sense a8 grievence against memmcny-
as they often regarded it, Luther!s cother padnt, that
indulgences were spiritually harmful to the reciplent, and
that the pope has no absolute power over purgatory or the
forgiveness of sins, ealso stirred up controversy.

Althoug: the average CGerman was likely to fully under=
stand only the demand for fimancial rellef, only Luther's
connection of this popular grisvance with the idea of
blasphemy against the mercy of God would reve the appeal
to create a pouular revolution.

Luther took no steps toA spreed his theses among the
pecple. Iut others quietly trenslated them into German
and had then printed. They soca becaxs the talk of all
Cerreny, and Luther's career es a reformer had been lnunched
(inton, p. 62-63').

Lutherts Fiol Drealc

¥hen Luther first posted his theses, he did not
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intemd them for gencral dlsgemimation. But now tiet they
bad been distributed, hs stood by them in subsequent
discusglons amd In tracts thich he wrote In thelr defence.
Although news of these developments “rzvelled slowly, it
w8 not long before the autherities in Rome lmew that the
greater part of Certeny wes taking sides with Luther,

An accusation was brought against Luther at Rome,
end the pope coommisslioned Cardinal Cajetan t0 represent
him in talles with Luther. BEe was told to try to persinds
Lutper to give up any radiczal idees -~ and to hem!].é the
affalr with as listle disturbance so passi‘dle (Haunsser,
De 20)..

This he could not do, and Luther appealed from the
pope 111 informed to the same when detter informed,
Thereupon & second attempt was made to keep Luther within
the Romen fold.

Carl Von dilitz, 2 pzpel mmclo, w3 cble to win
Luthert!s confidence and peke an agreement for him to
raintzin silence =~ provides his enemies would alsp -
until papal reprecentatives had been eble to lock into
Lutheris new dectrines, "And then," Luther saié, "ig I
an convicted of error, I shmll willingly retrect it, angd
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not weeken the power ond glary of the hioly Roman Churcd”
(Hausser, p. 22).

Te notice that Luther gilll regarded the Romma church
ag "holy"l It ig important t0 realize row thoroughly
sigeved in her philcsophies snd doetrines Luther actirlly
wmsg, True, he evanmally came to sharply disagree on
several points. BEut to the very end, i&rtin Luther =
born &nd resred a Reran Catholic, and Cathollc priest by
rrofession - was llterally satpated with the coacepts ,
dogmes and traditions which this church had accumulated
through the X1ddle Ages,

As lste as larch 3, 1519, Luther uwrote the Pope: "low,
ipst Holy Tather, I protest before Cod and his creatires
tiat 1t has pever been @y muoposs, nor is it now, to do
cught that mizht weaken or overthrow the authority of the
Romen Church or that of your Holiness; ney, nare, I eonfess
that the power of this church is sbove all things; that
nothing in hesven or on earth 1s to be set befare 1t,

Jesus alme, the Lord of all, excepted" (Alzog's Upiversal
Hlgtory, . 195). ' !

Unless he were lying in this letter, lartla Luther --
even &t this late date -- felt that the Rorman Cathollie
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roligion o the true Chirreh of God on sarTthi

But his truce with Rome not to speak cut was to be
short-lived., Dr. John Eck, a theologlan from leipzig,
publicly challenged Luther to debate m his new docirines
(Beusser, p. 22). S0 the mttle of werds and pamphlets
wes on again,

In the debates, Luther, as he always dig, écnmsed

Mustification end galyation. He maintained that falth
alone = vithout any works -- suffices for salvation.
vhen confronted with conflicting statements from the
Epistle of James, hg called Ay guestlion the suthentlcity
of this enistle (-‘*‘3-208: P 188).

It is important to realize that not once, but r2ny
m@., Luther would chellenge the authority of angy beok
in the Bidble vhich reemed to Cisagree with his jideas on
lug ticn. ¥e will discuss Luther's contradictory
gtaterente on Seripture In a later chapter.

Afver the Lelipzig debates, Dr. Eck set cut for Rome
to wern Pcpe Leo X of the danger Luther ses becoming to the
Catholic Church in CGermany. A papel bullwas issued In 1520
condemning Luther and forty-one of his propositions. BHe
himself was to be exca:mmniégted if he 4id not retract
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within sixty éoys (ilzog, 2. 2035,

Because of Luther's popularity with both the common
people and the ncblility, the papal bull v=s recelved with
open repugnance in Cerreny. lany declared that it wes not
necessery to obey it end Luther's protector, Frederick the
Wise, cpenly disclairmed chedience to the bull., So Luther
then took the unhesrd of step of publicly burning the
paral bull 1n the presence of his fellow monks, the studens,
end the citizens of Wittenberz (Hausser, p. 27).

This bold step of mking & complets break with Rome
arew the attention of the entire Cerman nation to Luther's
cause, He quickly found political support in the friendly
aispesition of the elector and of the Jurlsts who had a
lmg stending grievence over the interference of ecclesins=-
tical courts in civil effairs, He also found ready allles
in the huzmnist scholars vho were £11led wmth netionalistic
ferver and were ready to avenge the Indignities suffered
by Germmny under Itallan and paral rule. They were ready
to mite with lnvective and setire == and alsc to use thelr
sworcs (Fisher, The Deformetion, p. 102).

Soon after these events, Luther mds g polltical
aonesl to the Cerman noblllity for thelr backing, His
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chellenge tou the "glorious Teutonic pecple” tho were "born
to be masters" hed an electrifying effect on meny of the
Cerman novles and priseces, 2ut it w3 purely politlesl,
end this same type of appeal has morn recantly been used
with success by Germen gonersls and dictators!

Luther urged: "...Poor Germans that we are = we have
been decelvedl ¥e were barn to bs msters, and we have
been coopelled to bow the head beneath the yoke of our
tyrents, and o become slaves, Neme, title, outward signs
of royally, we pcssess all these fores, po'aer; right,

- llbverty, 211 these have gone over to the popes, who have

robbed 1z of them, They get the kernel, = get the husk.
seslt 1= time the gzlerlous Teutonic psople should cease
to be the puppet of the Roman pontife® (Zetternson,

D. 278),

Documen

From here on, it remined for Zuther and his adherents
to attenpt to fowmd o pew reliflicus syatern, embracing the
doctrines flowing from ILuther's active pen. In future
chapteres, we will ssze 1f Luther's systez canstituted a
retiem to the felth. doctrine and practice of Christ and
the zpostolic Church.



CHAPTER VI
THE BEGINNING OF LUTHERANISM

After his final breek with Rome, Luther began to
cultivate a number of the leading nobles and princes to
suppcrt hils cause, Without proper protecticn, he wes a
gepd mapn -- under the ban of the empercr and the pope.

During his disputes with John Eck, and in his preach-
ing, writing, end other reformmtory labors, Luther hed won
the respect of a number of young humanists of Cermany.
Among these were Ulrich von Butten end FPraneis von
Sickingen. Hutten secomded Luther's religlous appeals by
writing caustic phamphlets against the pope and higher
clergy. And his friend, Sickingen, offered his castle to
Luther as & place of refuge in case of emergency.

Two other men were a2ids of Luther's work and were
assoclated with him at the University of Wittenberg. The
first was Andrew Carlstad, Luther's senlor in the divinity
scheol, who had conferred on him the dcetor's degree. He
wsg an able theoiog.mn for those times, but lacked Luther's
personality and popular elcquence. He was regerded as
scmevhat im;ﬁetuous and often wished to bring about & more
complete reforzetion than did Luther,. To Luthert'!s dlsmey,
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he semetimes put into prectice what Luther merely talked
about,

The other man who became absorbed in Luther's teaching
was Philip Melanchthon, the professor of Greek In the
university. He was only twenty=-cne years cld at the time,
but was scholarly, sensitive, and brilliant -- already
possessing a wide reputation for his abllity, His
converslicn to Luther's teaching was not because of any
travall of spirit, but as a result of his enthusiastic
agreement with Luther's interpretation of the writings
of Paul.,

These humenists, these theologlens, the elector,
Prederick the Wise, and many other princes, nobles and
gcholars = 211 began to ally themselves with Luther and
his tesachings. To most of the princes and nobility, the
motive was purely peolitical amd finengisl. They were tired
of the domination and intrusion of the Italian pzpscy.
Luther had become & concrete symbol of this long=felt
rebellion., Under his leadership, they were united in a
common bond of hatred sgainst the materlal power cf the
Roman Catholic Church (Alzog, p. 202).

To the humanists, Luther became a champlon who
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expressed in popular eloguence wat they had written abcut
in witty, erudite books and pemphlets which were above the
understanding of the average men., And his religious appeal
gave depth and a positive mesening to the attacks on the
hierarchy which their satirical writings had lacked,

Though many did not understard his dectrine of grace, his
soirit of rebellion egeinst Rome quickly spread.

Thus, Luther dbecame overni@t a2 champion of a1l
Germeny in thelr varicus grievances against the papacy.
A real povement had now begun, and the pope and new empera,
Charles the Fifth, wers to f£ind that it s to grow into
& conflagration with which they could not fully cope.

Lutherts Doctrinal Development

Lutherts treatise entitled "To the Christian Nobility
of the Germen Naticn," issuved in 1520, hed made him very
popular with the Germen noblllity, lccal authorities and
peasentry. His practical propesals in 1t are brilefly
surrarized by ®alker: "Papal misgovernment, appointments,
and texation are to be curbed; burdenscme offices
abolished; Cerman ecclesiestical interests should be
placed under a 'Frimte of Cermeny'; clerical marTiage
permitted; the far too numerous holy days reduced in the



g1
interest of imdustry and sobriety; beggery, including
" that of the mendicant crders, forbidden; brothels closed;
luxury curbed; and tikecloglcal education in the univer-
sities reformed. No wonder the effect of Luther's work
wms profound. He had volced whet earnest men had long
been thinkings" (A Histors
Te 345).

later the same year, in his "Babylonian Captivity
of the Church,” Luther attacked the sacramental practices
of the Romen church. He denied the doctrine ¢f transube
stantiation, and said there are only two real sacraments -
baptism, and the Lord's Supper. H2z denied the scriptural
validity of the other Romen sacraments -- confirmtion,
matrimony, orders, and extreme unction, though he did say
tﬁat penance has a certaln sacramental value as a return
to the purlty cof baptis;n.

It 1s remerkable that in rejecting transubstantiation,
Luther declares the abgolute authority of Scripture in
emtters of falth and practice. He states: "For that which
is agserted without the authority oi‘ Scripture or of proven
revelation my be held as an opinion, tut there 1is no
obligation to belleve it....Transubstentiation...mst be
considered as an invention of human reason, since it Is
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based heit.ber cn Scripture nor sound reasoning...ss';(\
(Bettenson, Documents, p. 280).

If Luther hat only applied this type of scripturel
test to 2ll of his doctrines, trhe worild today might be a
different type of place! For wben he was charged with
inserting the word "sola® (alcpe) into Romans 3:28, he
haughtily replied: "Should your Pope give himself any
useless zanoyance zbout the word gola, you rey promptly
reply: It is the will of Ir. Martin Luther that it should
ve so" (ilzog, p. 195). And, we may adé on good authority,
no cother reason for such unscriptural changes 2s these
vas ever glven. Yhen 1t came to Luther's own persoml
doctrinal convictions, lartin Luther was truly 2 self-
rlled m=n.

The essence cf the gospel to Luther was forglveness
of sins through a8 persenel, transforming falth in Jesus
Christ. He regerded this as the ggle tvope of true
religion (valker, p. 546).

But Luther totally neglécted the Bible teaching on
the kind of absclute prepeptapce thet must m eny
fcrgivenéss ¢f eins. And his miné continued to rebel
ezeinst the necessity of gbediepce to eny kind of authority
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or law after one ms forgiven by faith in Christ. He
wrote: "As mmny as bglieve in Christ, be they as numerous
and wicked as may be, will be nelther responsible for
thelir works nor condemned on account of thenm,” Amd again:
"UnbelleZ is the cnly sln man can be guilty of 3 whenever
the name 1s applied to other acts, it 15 2 misnomer...."
(Alzog, p. 199).

His third tractate cf 1520, that "Cn Christian
Libverty,” asserts that a Christian man is spiritually
subleck 1o po m=n or 1o any ley. He comtended that since
we are Justified by £1th aloge, we are no langer under
oblipation to keep the law of Ged.

Eere we se_é thet Luther contlnued to stress this
personal, emotional, end psychological experience of free
forziyepess as the central tenet of all his teaching, He
had himself felt so coppreseed by & sense of gullt vhile
in the Rormn church, that he now felt coupelled to cast
aslde &1l sense of Jaw and 2 need for ghedlence. Ve will
compare tile teeching with Seriptire in ancther place.

Thus, Lutherts doctrine wmas nowy camplete in its mlin
cutlines. Although he wauld later clarify himself on mny
smaller polnts, the basic principles of Lutheris theologlcal
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In 1521, Luther ws summoned to appear before the
Diet of Torms, and his friends wamed hlm of his moarwl
danger, But the empercr had given him promise of a safe
conduct, and he wes determined to go even "if there vere
as rany devils in that clty as there are tilles on its
houses.”

Before ths Diet, Luther was immediately confronted
vith & row of his books and asied whether he would recant
then o not. After a recess for consideration, he admitted
that he might mave spoken too stroangly agalnst perscons,
but would rot recant any of the subgtance of wkat he had
witten unless it cculd be disproved by Scripture or ressm,
He is reported to have closed with the words: "Here I
stand; I can do naught else. God help me. Amen? (Buribut,
Do 155(2%\}

Returning home from Worms, Luther s selized by
friendly hands and taken to ¥artburg Castle, pear
Eisenech, where he m t0 rerain In hiding for nearly
& year., He had been put under the ben of the empire,
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and had Cermeny been ruled bty & strong central authority

Lutherts carser would have soon ended in mertyrdom., IEut

his vigorous and friendly territorisl ruler, Frederick

the Wise, time and again proved to de Luther?s selvation.

From hils secret retreat at the Tartburg, Lather mde bhis
continuing activity felt by mriting many letters &nd

remphlets in faver of his cause vhich were sent all over

Germany. But the most lasting frult of the perdiod ws

his tremslation of the New Testament. This translatlion B
from the Oreek text of Eresmus into German wes a work of ,;:f@w

nigh literary value, end 1s regerded as the foundation of

the German written langumge (Heuser, p. 60=81).

Few services greater tmn this trengiation haove ever
been rendered to the development of the religlous life of
a neticn. Nor, with all his deference to the ¥ord of God,
was Luther without his own canons of criticism. These
were the relative clearmess with whichlis ;g;_@m
¢f the work of Christ end the method of salvation by feith
is taught. Judged by these standards, he felt that
Hebrews, James, Jude, ard Revelstion were of Infericr
Forth. Even in Scripture 1itself there were gifferences
in value;;f;, (vallker, v. 349).

Thus we find that althcugh Luther taught that all true
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doctrine should be based on Sceripture, mben it came to
pteroreting Seripture he had his omm pet theorilss even

as to the relstive worth of eatire bogks of the Bible!l
And, 88 ve shell see, he violently dencunced those who
did not agree with his doctrinsl thecries.

¥hile Luther remmined in seclusimm at Warthurg,
several of his associates continued the ecclesisstical
revolution in Wittenberg., In many cases thay corried out
the very reforms that Luther hed talked sbout = dut had
not yet scted on. '

By Cetober 1521, Lutherts fellow monk, Gabriel
Zwilling, was dencuncing the mass aﬁﬂ urging the abendon=-
ment of clerical vows. Many of the Inmates of the
Augustinian monastery of Wittenberg soon rencunced thelr
professicn, end Zwilling was soon attecking the use of
imeges, |

At Christms, 1521, Carlstadt summoned the city to &
celebrotion of the Lordts Supper after the peg fashion.
He officlated in plain clothes, omifted all reference to
sacrifice in the liturgy, offersd photh the bread and wire
t0 the 1lalty, end used the Cermen langueg In corducting
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the szcrament (Bainton, Ihe Reformation of the Sixteenth
Centiry, p. €4). |

Auricular confession and the fasts mere soon
abandmed. Carlstadt taught that all ministers should
mrry and later, in 1522, tock to himself a wife.

The genersl exciterent was Increased by the arrival,
in December of 1521, of several radical "prophets® from
Zwickau. They claimed irmediete divine inspiration, tausht
against Infant baptisn, and rropheslied the speedy end of
the world (Walker, p. 350). lzlanchthon was upset by all
these events, and ws too unswre of himself to affirm or
deny these new teachings.

N Carlstadt, however, was only trying to follow through
on Lyther!s anpeal to return to Seriptural practices. It
is, perheps, unfortunate that the arrivel of the Zwickzu
"orophets® tainted the movement with radicalism for e time.
These incidents were highly displessing to the elector,
Frederick the ¥ise, _azﬁ drew forth warning protests fron
cther German princes. It 1s lmportant to realize that
Luther had t0 w2lk a narrow line to keep with the pleasure
of these Cerrpn princes vho gave politlicel, wmilitsry and
financlal backing,



And so, partly to aveld any firther censure for
radicalian from the German rinces, and pertly because
of an evident leslousy of Carlstadt (Orchera, p. 339),
Luther was determined to return to Wittenberg and agaln
take cherge of the reformtoy movenent.

Saplstadtls Reforms

But let ug first notice some of the changes Carlstads
s tringing about: "Carlstadt rencunced all elerical gard
and, though a minister, dressed in a grest gray cloak as
a2 peasant. A second prineciple re-enforced thils position,
marely socizl equalitarianism, The docirine of the
priestheed of all bellevers wes taken so seriously that
Cerlstadt would not be called Doctar but only "Erother
Andreas.” The degire which also actuated Luther mm
lbe pattern of gsrly Christloniiy wes carried further to
include many 01d Testament practices. The destruction of
imges was tased on the losalc injunctim, a3 wes alsc the

Introduction of a girict sabbetarianism. The entire

mrogren vas glien o the smirdt of Luther, vho belleved
thet the eerth 1s the lord!z amd the fulness thereof, am

aqy portion my be used in the interests cf relizien”

(Bainton, at Sixteenth Cent P,
65-66). Upcn hearing of this new program, Luther
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immedistely returned to Vittenberg, gined the fevor of
the Elector and the town council, and banished Carlstadt
from the clty.

The startling fact 13 here disclosed that Carlstadt,
although he glgunderstood gaone polxts, wes attempting to
reinstate many of the practices of Christ and the apostles.

Iuther yould bave none of thig. s would sometimes talk
about returping to Biblical Christianity, but he alwmys

rejected any real atteompt to actually do so,.

Tutherts_Allimnce WALn the Princes

After Luther's return from Fittenberg, he showed &
decidedly congeryatlve attltide in all things and reg;ainéd
his influence with the CGermen princes. EHe was forced to
play pollitics much of the time because the success of the
Lutheran movement was wholly dependent con thelr faver.

The emperor was now kept busy by 2 great wr with
Fragce for the control of Italy. Pope lLeo X lad dled in
December 1321, and hls successor s not yet influential
enocugh to curb lLutherfts activities, Under thess favorable
circumstances, 1t looked &g if the Reformatlion mizght win
the entire Cerren ration to 1tc cause (Fausser, p. £8-89).
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thny Lutheran congregations sere now forming In varios
reglons of Germny, and the problem of church cramaizetion
and zovernrent w=s presented, Without consulting the Bihie
to find cut wWat type of ehurch govemmeat Curist hed
instituted in Kis church, Luther thought out § gystem of
his owmn. "Luther now wes convinced thet such associations
of beltevers Imd full power to appolat am depose thelr
pastars. He held, also, howver, tmt the temparal rulers,
as in the positions of chilef mwer and resnmsibilm in
the Chrilstizn commmity, hadam.meduty to further the
Gospel, The experilences of the Irmedinte futire, and the
receszities of ceturl chuirch crggnization within extznsive
territories, were to turn Luther from shetever sympathy
he now ad with this free-churchism to & strict dependence
on e state.” (Walksr, p. 351).

Because of thls very type of pap-deviged church govern-
ment, ve £imd that the Lutheran church hes been polltically
controlled and almost wholly Gependent cn the state down
to recent times, But Lutherts efforts to Xeep the fovor
of the Ogrren Drinces, end his tencency to retzin countless
Adegs ang cugtors brought cver from the pegan Aoman chureh
== all this caused him to be considered very "conzervative.”
In fact, he &¢id not derert from the Roran Catholic
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tradlitions in By w&ys.

Luther decided thet great freedcm was permissible in
the details of worship, 8s long s the tvard of God! was
kept central, The different Lutheran congregations soor
developed a mldg variety of usages in their services.
Ingtead of latin, the Cerman languege was increasingly
used. Luther retalned much of the Catholic form of the
lassg, and lssued cne In Germmn in 1526, Hs also retadined
the Catholie practice of confession, though not 23
cbligatory. MJudged by the development of the Reformetion
elsevhere, Luther?g attitude in manners of worship was
strongly conservative, his Ixinginie belng that Twhet is
not contrary to Scripture is for Scriptire and Seriptire
for it.' He tigrefore retalned much of Roran ugmage, such
as the use of 2andles, the rucifix, and the illustrative
employzent of W«% (walker, p. 352).

4 it in ILitherls Porty

At this time, the first seriows rifts among Luther!s
fellovers began to appear, The first disaffection arose
emong the humenists, whose leader, Erssmus, md very little
eyEpathy with luther?s doetrire of "Jjustification by falith
glope.” He feare¢ the results of a teaching which
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rrectically Jenled the porsl ressensdbiditv of zen. And
the sty writings of Luther, ccupled with tumultucus
cutbrezks in several places, mmie hixm inereegingly alormed,

In thke sutuzm of 1524, he degen to challenge Luther's
deninl of free elll, This doctrine, which we will discuss
pore fully in a later section, esssertsd that in the fall
of Adam, man's pature hed become so rzdlically corrupted
thet he mas ippapsble of ctevinz God or of doing amy truly
good thing. |

Reglizing the gress error of this dsetrine and others
keld by luther, and feerful of the increasing decline of
interest in educaticn zrd In public merals vhich seexed to
seccompany Luthertis teeching, Eraspus foreally broke with
Luther (Alzog, D. 226-227).

Ancther rift In the covesent ccaurred beceuse ¢of the
dissatisfoctlion of gome wilth the helf-my measures Luther
T2s taking a8 a refarer, leny sincerely werted to get
beck to the pattern of ey Testopenpt Christismity, Iut
Luther row seemed determined to pregerve £s reny of the
Fomish practices and dectrines &s he could without over-
throwing his tasic doctrires cof Jjustificatlion by faith

glonge end rejecticn of the perel hlerarchy and sacrarental
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‘system. Be no doubt felt he must do this to keep the

political backing of the Germen princes,

It iz trus that the leaders of some ¢of these moverments
becare radicels. An example is Thorms lamzer, who attacked
Romanists and lutherans alike for their dcctrines, claiming
himself to be 4irectly Insoired, and leading his followers
in rensacking and destroying monasteries and breaking all
irnges in the churches (¥alker, p. 353).

Yet it seems cerizlp thet If Luther led been willing
to trust in Cod elone for his protection, Instead of court-
ing the favor of the human princes, he could have lead the
people to a gogplete bresk with the pagn Catholic system,
doctrines, and customs. He would have found pany thousands
of slncere men and vomen In Gerzmny alme who would have
Sladly followed. For the resses were already fed up with
the Roren and feudsl system and were ripe for a change,

fere vas & grand opportunity to affect a genulne
regtoretion of gnestollg Chrdstianitv,. IL Luther and his
essociztes hed swrendered thelr wills campletely to CGod,
asked Hls guidance 1 every rhase of this restoration, and
honestly followed the plein literpl ward of the fepchiprs
end practices instituted by Crrlst end His apostles, much
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cf Cermany would probedly have followed,

But such wes ok tc be the case. Luther's refusel to
carry through a complete reforzetion left many sincere but
uneduceted peasants amd towmsmen to be the mrey of
unbalanced leeders who in meny cases restored sore of
the Irug gpostolle practices Luther had willingly ignored,
but whe 811 too often mingled these with Sirgnce excessges
of thelr cun devising. | -

Ibe Peasantsl! Far

The sitwuation Just descrdbed brought on the now
infamous revolt of the CGerran peasants, The way lLuther
blundered in I2ndling this situstim caused by far the
most serious seperation from his movement.

The Germmn peasantry had been opmressed for gepera=
tions and thelr state wes cne of increasing misery., The
preaching end religicus excltement of Luther's refam
movement acted =g 2 sperk to goad them into the long-
delayed action of rising agzainst their msters.

"In ibrch 1585, the peasents put forth twelve articles,
demending the right of eech community to choose and depose
its pestor, that the great tithes (or grein) be used for
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the support of the pegter and other community expenses,
end the smmll tithes abollshed, that serfdom be done awey,
reservations for hunting restricted, the use of the forests
allowed to the poar, forced labor be regulated end duly
veld, Just rents fixed, new l2ws no longer enacted, common
lands restored to communities from shich they had been
taken, &nd payments for inheritance to the ir maters
abolished. To modern thinking these were mxderate and
reascnable requests. To thet azs they csered revolutionery™
(valker, p. 354).

Although many Protestant historizns mintain that
Luther had no part in the peasant uprising, 1t is a
Derversion of rruth to deny the foct that the peasants
were simply putting into practice some of the principles
of freedom gontmined Jn Luther!s ows yritingg. And there
is no denying the fact timt 1f Luther hed not turned
azeinst them in their hour of need, countless thousends
of lilves would have been spared =-end the economic slavery
of the Cerman pegsantry woculd not Imve been prolonged

(feusser, p. 102).

But Luther tas suspiclous of the uneducated regcsant
clags == In gpite of the foct thaf his om farily Mad
belonged to 1t, And, more impcrtant, Luther had put his
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trust 1o the backing of the princes, end wes ever careful
not to offend them ~- although he €14 send them & tempered
maroing end 2 reminder of their responsibility in the '
expected outbtresk (Hzusser, p. 103).

Although Luther bed long advecated the counsel of
love ard restraint, and knew well Clristts Injunction to
“lmmemiea,"mmt-fammtnemwerczme .
peasant revolt 1s nojless than astonishing. Rurthernare S,
the situstion ¢ld po% call for guch ylolepeg as he
atvocated — cven hud such a camse been consistent with
Christian principles.

Unquestionably, there were faults on both sides, But
Luther?s ranting appeal to the princes to mercllessly
destrayv the peasants reveals 2 spirit as far remote from
the Spirit that dirscted Jesus Christ as it would ssem

pessible to imegine.
///‘

Henry C. Vedder peints an accurste plotire of the /L

ugly situstion: /

SThough the peasants had & good cause, they had not
elways sdopted good methods, ibpst of them were ignorant,
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all were ecmsperated, and soms were meddened by thelir .
wrongs. In thelr uprising some cutrages were comitted;
castles hed boen burned and plundered and ruthless
oppressors had been slain., These deeds were now mde the
rretext for & retaliation wvhose cruelty hiag rarely been
sizpessed in history. It 1s computed by histordans who
nave no motive to exnggerate, that fully a hipdred fhousand
geTe killed before the fury of the princes and the knights
was apperoed,

AForemost among those who urged them on was Lyther.
Tt would Seem that he had beceme alarmed by the persistence
of those ¥ho hed sought to meke him and his teachings
responsible for the peasant wer. His hope =8 Ao the
Irotectlon apd retroneze of the pripces, to whom the plain
éci*ds he had spoken nmust have given deep offense., S0 In
the midst of the uproar he seat to the mress a secend
pemphlet, in which hg turred cogmletely shout, and
denounced the peasents as viclently as he had befere
rebuked the princes.

"tThey cause uprear, cuitragecusly rob amxd pillege
monasterles end castles not belonging teo them. For this
alone, as publlc highwaymen and murderers, lhew deserve
& tmofold desth of body and scul., It ls right end Jowful
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1o gloy at the first opportunity 2 rebellious persm,
knowm 85 such, slrezdy under Cod c£nd the emperorts ban.

For 2 public rebel, every ran is both judge and

executioner. Just as, shen a rire starts, he who can
extinguish it first i1s the best fellow. Rebellion is

pot a vile murder, but like a grezi firs that Kindles and
devastates a country; hence uproar carries with 1t a lamd
full of mmder, blocdshed, zRkes widows and orphians, and :
destroys everything, like the greatest calamity. Therefore
siogoever can shofld gmite, strangle, end gtad, secretly |
r publicly, amd should remember timt thers is mothing |
more polstnous, pernicious, and devilish then a rebellious
Tan. Just as when one musSt slay a med dog; fight him not

and he W1l fight you, and a shole country with you.

f1let the civil power press cn confidently emd strike
23 long 828 1t ¢an move & muscle. TFor here is tmwmtage:
the peasants have ted ccmsclences and unlawmful goods, and
senever & pessent iz killed therefore he hes lost bedy
and soul, and gpeg forever fo the devil. Civil authority,
bowever, tmg & clean consclence end lsmful goods, and can
say to God with 81l security of heert: "Behold, my God,
thau hast appointed = prince or lcvz'd; of that I cannot
doubt, and has entrusted me with the sword ageinst evile
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doers (Rom. 12:4)... Therefore I will punish end suite
as lonz 83 I can move & muscle; thou wilt judge and
approve.” ...Such monderful tizes gre thege that a rrince
mmwﬂ.ﬂnmmwmm
MM;“ (Vedder, A S ; %

‘Te 1’75"43/:(

¥ell may we ask omrselves, "If these are the worde of
a reforrer sent from God, then phat is the measwre of e
rellizion? Are these the words of a man directed by the
Holy Spirit of God? %as the risen Christ using this men
to purify Hig "little floek™?

By this cruel act of turning so bitterly against the
peasants, Luther had mined gruater esteen with his
protecting prdaces. But, even huranly gpeaking, the
cogst was alse great. From this tize forth, populsr
sympathy for his cause among the peasants of southern
Cerreny was allenated. |

Zresmus rebuked Luther for his hypeeritical conduct
In this sordisd affalr, He wrote: "We are now gathering
the frulte of your teaching. Ycu say Indeed thet the Ford
of Cod should, of 1ts nature, bear very different fruls.

¥ell, In rmy opinion, that greatly derends on the ranner
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in which it is presched, You disclzaim any connectimm
with the insurgents, while they remrd Yol &8 thelr perent,
and the author and expounder of their Irinciples™ (Alzog,
P. 223).

After this, 1t is eagy to uwxderstand the peasants!
lack of sympathy for the man who tped the rinces to
fomite. siranme. and gtab” them and their loved ones.

The bloody suppressicn af the peazant umrdising now
left the pripces emd the glties in complete control of
Gerrany. Political s2llisnces were now formed for or
agalinst the Reformation. A leegne of Catholics wmes
arggnized by Duke Ceorge of Saxony and other Catholle o ek oyt
Trincea who met &t Dessag In Jily, 1525, An opposing
Lutherm lesgue w28 formed at Torgru. A renewal of the
experar's struggles — thizs tire against an 2lllance of the
Dope and the French king -- kept Charles V too occupled to
interfers with the religiocus struggles in Cermany (Waller,

P. 3T6).

AL the Diet of Spires, in 1526, & decree was mmde

glving each Garman Ixinge the pright o hendle religicug
mmiters in his omn territory — for the time belnsg = 2s



11
he felt responsible to God, This act gave the Lutheran

movement 1ts first legnl existence, and wes regarded a8 a
triumph for the CGarman refoarmers. Hmver, from this time

forth Luther was tied to the aprom strings of his princely
mrotectors. As we shall see, he ves forced to emplay

. and degelt in order to continue in thelr good
graces. Iccause of his cmn system,he wes pot allowed to
preach the ¥ord of God "without f&\;' of favor.® He and

the Protestant cause were inextricably bound up with the
politics of this worid.

SN @9 AR R3S

BEut the empercr wis soon victoriocus over all his
enemies, and the princes were sunmoned to the Diet of
Spires in 1529, The Cathollie party wes norw& in the
mejority, and issued an'eo:ict vhich forebade the progress
of the Reforuatlon in the states which mmd not sccepted
1t, and granted full liberties In the reformed territories
to 211 vho remeined Cetholics,

To this unequel ruling the Rlector of Sexony and i . M

(2% “7 el
several other princes made & famel protest. From that < Tlak
AR “
time the terwm Profestont wes applied to the Lutheran party
and to their docirires (Flsher, The Bistery of the

Christisn Chueeh, p. S04).

From thils tice the dewelopment of terpitordal churches
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became an established poiicy. Germeny ws to te divided
tetween the Catholic territories in the scuth, sxd the
Protestants in the north,

Now, where & mman lived often determinsd his religion,
And the strsad of Lutheranism deperded more oo polildss
than cn prophets. |



CHAPTER VIX
THE GROWIH OF LUTHERANISH

Divisicnz and scandals plegued the Proftestant cawp
during Luther?s later years. The armies of princes and
political power might gumrantee that the reformed rellgion
would be cutwerdly meintained in certaln territories. But
they had no power t0 cleanse the faith and morels of
sublects, nor were they able to mske of cne spirit the
verring factions that rose wiihin the Protestant movement.

During these years begsn a controversy between the
Cerran and Swisg reformers concerning the true meaning of.
Christ's Institution of the Lordts Supper, as 1t was now
called. This contest caused a lasting bresch betwmeen the
Lytheran and Reformed chirches, which w will consider nore
fuily ina Ister séction.

Leanwnile, in Jenuary, 15350, the emperor sent &8 call
to the Cerme=n princes for 2 Dlet to meet in Augshurg. He

propesed that the friendly adjustment of religlous

Gifferences should be the mimry ¢object of its meetings.

The Protestants therefore prepared a cooprehensive
statement of thelr bellefs and of their criticlsms of the
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Roran Cetholic doctrine and practice, I w=s chlefly drawn
up by Luther and Helanchthen, the latter dodng most of the
actual comstructicn.

wilell,
The MAugsburg Confession,™ a3 it wes called, is very '

/
Important | te—understendsd It is the gfficial staterent of
the position of the Lutheran Chinxch, and has remained the
tasis of thelr doctrims to this day.

- 1let us notlce a scholarly summary of the Lutheran
pozaiticn ag set forth by iblanchthon (with Luther?'s
advice) in this creed: "Hls mgpose wes to shew that the
Luthersns hed dererted in no vitel eod gesential respect
Irom the Catholle Church, o even frum the Roman Chureh,
as revealed in its earller witers. That ggreemept i3
expressly affirmed, and many ancient leresies are carefully
repudiated by pame. On the other hand, Zwingiian and
Amabaptist positions are erergetically rejected, The sole
authority of Scripture 1s poghere exmessly asserted, The
papecy ls nomhere categorically ¢omdemned. The universal
oriesthocd of bellevers is not menticned. Yot Melanchthon
gave a thoroughly Protestant tone to the confessicn as &
whole, Justification by faith iz adémirably defined, the
Protestent notes of the cluzrch made evident; invocation of
saints, the mass, denlal of the cup, monastic vows, end
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Notice first of all that this Confession affirms the
uplty cof the lutherans with the Roman Catholice Church.
Stress 1s glven to the fact that Protestant and Catholle

ere essentially one church — one E¥aten of helief.

Reference to the sole authority of the Serilptures ls
now gpitted. The Protestant doctrires of justification
by feith glone and rejection of the Catholic sacramental

systex are the only real polpts pof dlfferencs.

Insteed cof adveeating 2 return to the dellef, amd
Izith ad mregtice of Jesus Christ and the trus apostolic
church founded by Him, the reformers now stress the ynity
of Protestantism with the pasmn philloscophiez, bellefs and

practices of the corrypted Boman Catholle svsten.

As we mve seen, the Romish church had now strayed
es for from the teachings and mmeticey of Christ and the
apostles ag mould geem posgidble. Yet, time amd agsin,

v will sece the Frotestonts stressing thelr "unity” with
this reprovate systenm.
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In spite of the conecillatory tone of this Ceonfessiom,
it ms rejected by Chsrles V and the Catholie dominzted
Dlet., They ordered the complete restoration of the Catholic
falth pending & general courncil within a year (Bausser,
e 12%),

Fearing punitive meesares and the loss of ghreh
operty sioh shev a4 selzed, eleven cities united with
eight Protestant mrirces in forming the Scimalimldic
lengue az a defense 2gzainst the emperor {(Alzog, P. 240-R41)

It 158 interesting to npote at this juncture that
Luther once agaln clapged hiz policy for the sale of
expediency. BHe md formerly held, ®th Scripture (Romans
13), that it w3 a gip to oppose the emperor & any
legnlly copstituted authority (Walker, p. 373).

But now he urged them to employ viglence to cefemd
his dcctrines. "The Protestant mrinces, together with
certain imperial cities of South Germeny, united in the
League of Szmlcald to resist the arbltrary moceedings of
the emperor in his effarts to crush cut the new opinilons.
luther, who had hitherto govosed 2 resort 0 arms, now
declarad that Ciristians verz bound to defend thelir princes
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when unlawfully assulted. The lengue strengthened itself
by an ellianece with Prance, Demerk, apnd the Dukes of
Davarin., The territories of the emperor were agalin
threatened by an Lrruption of the Tirks under Sollman,
Under these clrcumsiances, it was lmpessible to cerry out
the measures of repressiox; which had been resclved upon
at Augsburg. Accardingly, the pesce of Hurembsrz ¥WES
concluded in 1532, which provided thst religlious affalrs
should be left as they were untll they could be arranged
by 2 new diet or & general council® (Fisher, The Historw
of the Christian Church, p. S05-6).

From the peace of Huremburg, the sitwatlion of the
Frotestant territories remained substantizlly the sre
for several years. But many enlightening evente took
plece within Luther's comp &s the "rruits” of his teaching
becameg more appereat. And In ganv cases, Luthsrig rescrt
to en Apmoral act as being "expedient®™ to his cause is to
be cheerved.

Perhaps the most cutstanding example of Luther's
willingness to glier hls stapdards in ader to accomnodate
his princely protectors ls the well lmown case of the
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lantgrave of Hesse, EHls constant sdulieries made him
anxious as to bis sslvation, amd he began to reason that
perhaps 2 second rEYTIiSge to & more atiractive wife would
be the solution to his problems, Be appealgd m the 01d
Testomant example of this, Hiz reassoning wes strengthened
by his acquaintance with an attractlive seventeen-year-gld
daughter of a lady in his sister's court.

It will be helpfal at this point to include extracts
frem 2 complete account of this matter by Mchelet. In 1t,
we find gquoted the direct answer of Luther and his
agsoclates to the Iam@"'ave'a application:

"rhe meet werlike amongst the protestant chiefs, the
Irpetuous and choleric landgrave of Besse, caused it to be
represented to Luther, that the gtete of his health
reoulred him Lo cobeblt wth more fen e wife. The
instzuctjnné given to Bucerus for negotisting this matter
with the theclogians of Tittemberg offer & curdous mixture
of sensuallity, or religicus apprehenslcns, and of daring
frankness.

“The application of the landgrave of Hesse occasioned
Eitrere embarrpssment to Luther., The vhole of the
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theologlans at Tittemberg assembled on the occasion, to
frems 2 reply, in which they determined upon effecting a
sompromige with the prince. Ihex acceded Lo hig reouegt
Lor permigelon 1o take g second wife, but upon conditicn
that she should ncot be publicly recognized., TYour
highness,! they state in thelr answer, 'will, of your

own accord, readlly suggest to yoursglf the difference
thich exists betrveen laying down 2 law to be universally
promulgrted, and one to serve a rrivele apd ureent exieency,
We cannct publicly Introduce cr give cur sanetim, es by
a law, to a permissicn for eerrying a plu;ality of wives.
%e implore your highness to reflect upon the danger in
which that man would be placed who should be convicted of
heving introduced into Gerveny 8 law such as this, whereby
divisions would be instantly creeted emongst families,
and a series of eterngl lavw-gults arise. Your highness is
of a frall constitution; you sleep little, and it is
requisite to edopt very great preceytlons in your case.
The great Scanderbeg frequently exhorted his soldiers to
observe chastity, telling them that nothing wme so
detrimental to thelr pursuit as the pleasures of love,
lay 1t please your highness to ezamine seriocusly the
various considercticns lavelved in this matter; the scepdal,
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the labours, the ceres, the grief, axd weskness, whilch,
as hrs been showmn to you, are involved in it., If, however,
your highness is utterly determined upon merTying & second
wife, w ere of cpinion thet it cught to be dome secretly,
Signed snd sealed at Wittemberg, after the feast of Saint
Nicholas, in the year 1539, --ihrtin Luther, Phillp
Melancthon, irtin Bucer, Antony Corvin, Adam Jehn Lening,
Lustin Wintfert, Dyonisius elenther!" (ilchelet, The
Life of Luther, p. 251, 253).

Luther!s counsel to meke 2 "gecret sin” of this
matter wes to go unheeded., His responsihility for advising
the Landgrave to bres¥ Cod'g lgw wes now to exact its
epalty. Dut when the rews beggn to leak cut, Luther now
advised the landgrave mmmﬁwmvam

Though arn zttempt was mede to keep the affair
rrivate, that soon proved impossible. Iuther could only b o
edvise 'a good stromg lle!; but Philip wes canly enmough ./, 44 7
to declare: I will oot lie,'" (Welker, p. 378).

The scandel resulting from this epdsode did great
derege to tie Protestent cause., Thoughtful men pere
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beginning to wonder where Lutherts doctrine of "grace
alope’ might lemd,

But the mein point t0 remember is that lertin Luther
— professing to be a servant of God — hed kuowinsy and
delliberntely adveocated that & men should Iresk two of
Codts commpdments, The significance of this will soon
be considered, '

In the meantime, the deterioration of merals continued
through all classes of Protestznt soclety. "The protestants
‘had elready bogun to relax in the severity of their
demeanour and practice. They reopencsd the houses where
detaucheries were wont tn be carried on. 'Better,?
observed Luther, 'would it have been timt the devil Ird
never been benished, than thet he should return in
sevenfold strength? (13 September, 1540)" (ifichelet, .
255) «

utherts beat

The course bf Frotegtantise was now Lfirmly in the
hands of the Lutheran rrinces, and, with constant threats
from the Catholic League, they continued to hold on to the
ground galned thus far.

The Catholic Councll cf Trent opened 1n 1542, Wlth
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varlous interruptions for war, it mas to continue to meet
in irregular sessions until 1583, Its purpose w@s mainly
to Investigate ard clear up some of the sbuses wmhich had
led to the Refurmetion. The result was 8 conservative
reformation within the Catholic Chureh, dut along strictly
Bopan lines, of course.

Scon after this Council began i1ts sessicns, axd &t a
time when the empercr had pmde peace with the Turks and
nis other ememies anmd now seemed ready for e fresh assult
egainst the Protestant princes, Luther made a trip to
Eisleben, his dirthplace,

In view of the subseqimnt history of Germany, it will
be well to note that Luther's final sermon wes & ralling
attack against the Jewlsh people, He seems to have been

possessed with the same yiclous hatred and jealousy of the
Jews a8 later cheracierized the rule of Adolph Hitler,

Alzog describes this tendency: "Ascending the pulpit
of St. Andrew!s Church, in Eisleben, for the last time,
Luther once mores called dowmn the vengeance of heaven upon
the Jews, 8 race of people vhom he had so unjustly and
virulently assailed in his earlier writings, thet his
followers after his death were confused at the very mention
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of his maligmant denunciations. In his first pamphlet
against them, he called upen Christians to teke the Bible
from them, to burn their books and symagogues with pitch
and brimstone, and to forbid thelir worship under penalty
of death; and in his second, entitled '0f Shem Eamphoras,!
he describes them at the very ocutset as 'young devils
doomed to hell,! who should be driven out of the country”

(Unlversal History, p. 271).

Thus, when we read of the atrocities committed
against the Jews by Hitler's Third Relch, we zey be
reminded that this hos been 2 tendency armong many German
 zealots and was remerkabdbly displayed in the founder of
Germen Protestantism. |

Luther himgelf w5 unheppy and wretched during his
last months. Disturbed by the’ terrible state of morality
to which his doctrine of faith alope had brought the
inhabitants of Wittenberg, he wrote his wife In July,
1845, "Let uz go cut from this Scdem™ (Alzog, p. 270).

"It wes while prespects were thus darkening that
Luther dled on a visit to Eisleben, the town in which he
ws born, on February 18, 15328, in conseguencs of an attack

of heart-dlsesse or gnonlexy. His last years had dbeen far



from heppy. His heslth mmd lomg been wretched, The
quarrels of the reformers, to shich he had contributed
his full share, distressed him. Above all, the failure
of the pure preaching of justification by faith alone
greatly to transfoarnm the social, civic, and politiem]l lirfe
about him grieved him" (Walker, p. 379).

Thus it wes even apparent to Luther that his doctrines

had 1n large measure falled 1o cauze men Lo legd lives

zore scpslstent FAth spiriwel principles. He often had .
periocds of despandency, in his last yesrs, when he A,-,;_.v'i‘“‘“ﬁ
sericusly wondered if he were not dragging mny souls #
with him to eternel condemmtion (Plummer, The Contineptal
Refgrmation, p. 132).

After Luther's deeth, the Protestant princes suffered
8 militery defeat at the battle o Muhlberg, 1 1547. The
cemperor granted an Ipterdm, which was essentirlly & victory
for the Catholics, until another ses=ion of the Councll
of Trent could be called.

e feformation Setrloment

But in 1554, the Lutheran prince Mourice of Saxony
united with Henry II of France to inflict a crushing
Qefeat on Charles V. The Lutherans now demended full
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religious freedem end the right to keep gll ecgleziastical
oroperty seized thus fer (Alzog, p. 279-280).

A compromise was finally reached, called the Peace of
Augsburg, in September, 15585, It permitted each prince to
deternmine whether Catholicism or Lutheranism should be
professed in his territory. No choics wes given his
subjects.

All ecclesizgtical properties seized before 1552 were
to be retained by the Lutherans; all seizureg since that
time were to be returned.

Oply Catholicism and Lutheranism (as defined in the
Augsburg Confession) were permitted in Germany. All cther
deviationists were to continue tc be punished es "heretics"
(’é?alker, p. 382).

Therefore, in 1555, the divisiqn of Germeny between
Cathollic and Lutheran we made rermenent, In after years,
the most serious challenge to this state of things wes mde
in the Thirty years'! Tar (1618~1648). In the courss of
this terrible wmer, between the princes of the Catholic
League and those of the Protestent Union, nearly helf the
population of Germany is sa2id to have perished by the
sword, famine, or the plague. Iut, by the Pesce of



Vestpaeilz, 1V Srelly ented in relztively the sawme
relisicus division of Germeny &£ hed been decided upon
in the "Femce of Augsburg.”

Thus, religious hatred, political dlvision, and
upceasing war continued to follow In the wie of the
Lutherzn reform. The decline in publiic moruls wes also
2 noticeable factor, which we shall consider later.

The pollilcal and relizlogs alllzgeg of Luther pith
the Cerrmn meinces placed the destiny of his cause in
their handz from the first. And this religicus petriotism,
in turn, Trepared the wey for the giropz pationsl stotis
in Germany =-- a state which bhes since dathed much of the
world in blood under Xalser Tilhelm I and Adolf Hitler,

-&wﬁ/&/m

Before, anaming the doctrines and practices of the
Lutheran movement and the ultimte reguli of this religious
upheaval, we will first briefly recount the course of the
Reforration in other lands,

Sines all suthorities agree thet the "prime mover® in
the Protestant camp wes Luther himsel?, and that the
Reformation &8 a wnole was activated more from this source
then any other, ™ will only gutline its ccurse in
Switzerland, Frapce, England, and other lands,
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125t w2 lose our persrectlye in the maze of historical
events, places and personslitiss, let us agaln asi cure-
selveg: Was the Protestant Referemeticn 2 novement zgtlvated
and zuldsd by Cod's Holy Spirit? s it a true restoration
of apostelic Caristianity? Yers its "Zruits®™ the result
cf the Hely Spirit's operation?

Bearing these points In mind, the histarical answers
should te apupdantly clear,



CIAPTER VIII
THE ZWINGLIAN REFORM

During the early years of the-lutheran refonm, &
pevensnt which was similer in mewny respects begen in
Switzerland, The gniding force of this movement in its
early stagss wes Ulrich Zwineids.,

Zwingli wes vorn in 1454 in ths mountain village of
Wildhsus and wes a8 right stixdent frem his youth, He
studied at the University of Vienms and then went to Desel,
He became absorbed in huminism, and later began studying
the Greek Testement published by Erasmus. From this, hes
copied with his om hant the epdstles of Paul thet he might
commit them to mencry.

in additim to his scholarly interests, Zwingil wes
also 2 zgaloug pairict and wished to reform the corrupt
ggeldal and poldtical 1ife of his country. Bribes and
ecclesiastical positions were commonly offered influential
Swiss to gain thelr people as allles in fighting the battles
of the pope or of the French king (Hausser, n. 127-128).

After recelving his mesterts degree at the Unlversity
of Easel, Zwingli vas appointed as & parish priest throogh
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the Infigence of his uncle, Hz himself recelvsd {or a
tine a pension from the pope by comsenting to the mercenary
hiring of Swiss routiis es goldlers in the popels amy
(¥alier, p. 330},

He wms finelly led to dencunce this practice of
mercanary hirdng because of vigorous French actlvities to
this end in his cmm parish, Zwingll thsa was adble to
effect a transfer of his activities to the famous pilerim
shrine of Zinsiedeln, which greatly enlarged his influcnce

and remutatlion,

Zuinglils Doetrinal Deyelopment

During this time Zyinsll w8 led to ses the futllity
cf the superztitiouz pllgrimages made each year to the
religious shrines in ZEinsledeln, and wes led to preach
agalnst one Samson, a seller of ipduleences.

He £2s0 continued at this time hisg studr of Scripture
and began to develop & doctrine of Justification simijar
to Luther?s. He rerembered scme of the hurenist lectures
he had heard in the university exposing the worthlescness

£ Indulgences, and the deeth of Chrrlst as the only rprice
of forglvencse., He %egan tc fesl that Seripture vas the

cnly authoriiy ang, through 2ts stidy, developed wmay
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moints which come cut in his later teaching.

In 1518, Zwingll was transferred to the cathedral
church ¢of Zurich. He now refused kis pepel pension, a&nd
cprosed all foreign entanglerments of e Swulss, iIt s
not untll 1522 thet Zwingll definitely Dycke mlil Home,
Some of his parishiomers rcke the lsnten fast, citing
Zuingli'zc doctrine of the 20le suthorlfy of the Scriptures
(Bausser, p. 122).

Zwingli royw preached end published in thelr defense,
and the bishop of Constance sent 2 commisstion to put dowmn
the innovations. Zwirgli now appetled to the givil
suthorities, and the Zurich burgomester eventually ruled
that only those things teught in Scriptire were %o be
mreached, Thus the rood was open for 2 relizious sad
20litical ravolution.

epid Chenzes CocQin

News of the Feformetion in Cermany under Luther had
now reached meat of Switzeriand, and this was an addltiopal
encowragement to thelr cougse. Iany of Lutler?s writings
were also belng dlatributed ameng the CGeroan speaking

S¥lss, and his doctirire of fugtiflcaticom bw felth slope
ves now wifely understood (Fisher, |




Jat, zs we shell gee, with the a2l ¢ the glvil
aothoritics vho were already fed up with Romen tyrenny,
Zwingl!l was able to bring sbouat an even grester chanae
than had Lather,

T2wingll belleved that the Wlflzate authority wes
the Christlan compinity, and thst the oxerclise of that
authority wes through the duly constituted organg of
slvil soverpment octing In accordance with the Scriptures.
Only that shlch ihe Blole commanddg, o for which distinct
guthorization can e found 1n its pages, 1s blaiing or

allcwadle (Walxer, p. 561).

Boczuse of his strong bellef that the Blble cught to
be the gcomplete mlde in doctrine and practice, Zwingli
weat such fHither then Louther in his reform. His sttitude
tomard the neathon corononles and feasts that had crept
into the Catholic Chinreh wes much &ore strict than that
of Lather. ™inlle Luther wes disposed to leave untouched
vhat the Bible di¢ nct prohiblt, Zwingle was more inclined
to reject wnt the Blble did not enloin™ (Fisher, The

- n e L g
Reroretion, D. 1458).

Zvlnzgli rovw began the process of getting cantonel
goverpment officlals to back his teadhdnz. e arranged
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{or £ public Gebate on glxtye-sever etlclies, involving
the Cathelie Coclrines on the mss, good worhs, Interces-
sion of sa2ints, wonactle vows, and the existence of
purgetory. The RBible was tc be the autherity on which
the discussion was to be based. YIn the resulting debete
the govermrent daclared IZwingll the vietor, in thst It
aefrirred that he had not been convicted of heresy, and
directed that he should continue his preaching. It was
&n indorsement of his teaching' (miker, p. 362).

=ny chanzss now took rlace. The rriests and nums
begzr to mITY. Inages, rellcs, and organsg were done
evay., The eopfigession of seolegiasuleal IToTErties by
the state began in 1324, Zwingll himself marrded in this
yesr a weomn with whom he had lived since 1522, net
vithout gonsidersble gcapdal (Walker, p. 363).

3peause of the political vmliue of Switzerlend in the
wers, the pope mad not dlrectly interfarsd with Zwinglian
moverent &11 thils tims., Zwingli encouraged the spread of
hls movement throughout Switzerland, Mpst of the clties
2oon came under the Anfluence of his :eacning, ari even
the great Cersmn cify of Strassburg had heen won te the
Zwinglizm,, rather than the Lutheran, pelint of view.

It is important to ncte, howmever, that the chenges
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were pot ectually zccompanied by the wholesale conversion
of the individuals in these citles to Zwingli's teachings.
Rather, it w@s a combinetion pollitio-rell=mious movement
alded by the Swiss remublican party which came to oppese
g1l ihings Bogen. It wes this very slllance with politics
which soon led to Zwinglils death on the mttlgfield.

In 1525, Zwingll published his mein theclogical work,
the "Commentary on True and False Religion." Fisher
summarizes his deoctrinal position: "Although in mpgt
noipts he held the grdinery Protestent views, he differed
from them in the doctrine of the Sacrament, as will here-
after be explalned, He held to mredestinaticn as &
philosophical tenet, but taught that Christ bas redeemed
the entire race. He considered origiral sin a disorder
rather than a state involving gullt. He belleved that the
sages of antiquity were illuminated by the Divine Spirit,
and in his catalogue of salnts he placed Scerates, Seneca,
the Cates, and even Hercules" (The BEistory of the Christlen
Chureh, p. 308). ‘

Here we note that Zwingll so fotsllw misupdersto
the purpose and neture of Codls Holy Spirit as to imgline
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that 1t wes gulding the Dogpn philosophers of entiquity
whose \rmeral llves and teschines are clearly alluded to
by the apcetle Paul in his letter o the Romens (Rom.
1:18-32).,

Of course, many Protestant writers acolaim Zwingli
for his "broad® views cn the heathen speculators, Hastie
lauds Zwingli's view: "With a bresdth.of thought and
feellng rare in his ags, he recognized a Qlvine Inspiration
in the thoughts and lives of the pobler goirdts of anfloul-
tv, such as Socrates, Plato, and Seneca, and hoped even
to meet with them in heavepn® (Hastle, The Theelopy of the
pformed Church, De 184).

Zwingli's desire to meet thess ancient philosophers
in heaven 1s 11luminating to the real student of Scripture.
FEe had altersd mamy outwerd Catholic forms for the better,
ard had adopted Luther?s fundamental doctrine of
Justificatlon, but his gntire concept of Gl and of the
ultimate puropese of salvation w2s still essgentially thet
of the Roman Catholic Chnrch,

The Luther=n and Zwinglian brenches of the Protestant
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movement bad scarcely begun to develop when they came into
a8 viclent controversy on the doctrine of the Lord!s Supper,
as they called it, It was & basic matter £a both parties,
end nelther would give ground or yleld to the other.

Luther Inslsted that the cbjective presence of the
glorified body ard blood of Christ wes acturlly Jip the
bread and wine. In some mysterious wy, His body and
blocd are actually recélved by the comsmumlcant yhether he
helleves or pot.

On the cther hand, Zwingli denled that Christ is
present in any such sense, and belleved the Lord!s Supper
to be simply 2 Dpgr rial of his atoning death,

- In the dispute, 1ittle love was shown on elther side.
Zwingli thought thet Luther's idea of the Dhwsical presence
of Christ in the Eucharist was a Catholie sumerstition.

He sald that a physical bedy could only be in gne place,
end that Chrilst wag at the right hend of the ather in

heaven.,

Luther accused Zwingll of exalting huren reason ebove
Scripture. He tried to explain the physical presence
of Chirdst on ten thousand elters at once to be &
scholastic asserticn that the qualities of Christts
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divine pature were nov copmmicated t0 His human mature

and so, as spirit, He could be gvervyhere at omce.

Perhaps the significent thing is thet this dispute
showed cleerly that -- yzhether cither ome g rist --
they were nol of N game Suiril. From then on, they
sould pot hopnestly ¢lalnm that the gng Holy Spirdt of Cod
w2 giding them Iinto truth -- and that they were ome in
Christian fellowship. "Luther declared Zwingli and his
supporters to be pg Christizps, while Zwingld affirmed
that Luther was xorue than the Roman chawmpion, Eek,
Zwingii's views, however, met the approval not cnly of
German-speaking Switzerland but of zmuch of southwestern
Cerreny. The Repmn perty rejolced at this evident division
of the Evangelical forces® (hmg{. P. 384).

The heated controversy over this point extended for
mny ysars, amxd included a series of pamphlels, vreachments
and discusgions., The meincipal and, &8 far as results,
final discussion bvetween the reformers on this peint tock
place in the castle of the lLandgreve Fhillp of Hesse In
derburg. FPhillp, we remember, had such great gexual
Droblems of his own at this time that he seldom partook
of the Lord's Supper because of a gullty consclence (Welker
De 327). TR my 2G¢ that 1t seems peculiar that an
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adylterer, a blzmist, and a drumkard should be cne of the
lzy leaders in the Refcrmation movepent.

But he wms one of the political mipstavs of the
Protestant movement, and desired that the two reforming

varties come to an agreement i1f at a1l possible. Therefors,
he invited the leaders of oth partiess to meet at his
castle and on October 1, 1529, the dlscussions begzn.

Although Luther was susplcious of the dectrine of
the Swisa on the Ipinity and the grizinel sin, the min
point of difference was the presence or gbsence of Christts
Dhysical body in the Lordtls Supper. Luther Inslsted on
2 litersl interpretation of the words: "This is oy body.”
Zwingli beld thet a physical body could not be in Iyp
nlages at one time., Though the discussicns lasted for
several days, agreement wes impossible, and the two rarties
finally parted =~ cach doubtling the "Christiznity® of the.
cther (Rurtzts Church History, Vol. i‘I, N 273),

The Lendgrave arranged one f£inzl peeting of the
reformers, and urged upon them the importence of colng
to some: sort of understanding,

ng F liceting
The Final e?tm:i of Luther

Schaff describes this meeting: "Cn londey morning he
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erronged ancther privats conference between the Sexon and
the Swiss Refarers. meymtrormelasttimonearm
¥ith teers in his eyes, Z‘uingii eppreached Luther, and
beld out the: haml of proptherhoodt but luther deciined it.
saying again, 'Yours is a gifferent spirit from ours.'
Zuingli thought that differences in non-essentials, with
unity in essentinls, did not forbid Christian drotherhood,
tlat us,! he sald, 'confess arr uniem in all things in
which ¥e agree; and, a3 for the rest, let us remember thet
we are bretiren. There will never be peace in the chirches
12 we cannot bear dlfferences on secondary points.?! Luther
Geemed the corporal presence & fundemental article, and
construed Zwingli'z liverality into irdifference to truth.
T am estonished,t he said, Ythat you wish to consider pe
gs your brother, It shows clearly that you do not attach
mich importance to your doctrine.! Melanchthon lociked
upon the request of the Swiss as a Strange inconslstency.
Turmning to the Swiss, the Wittembergers s2id, tYou do not
belong to the commnion of the Christien Church. Fe gapnot
gcknowledse vou ag brethren.t They were willing, however,
to Inelude them in that universal charity which we owe to

our ensmies” (Higtory of the Christian Chrch, vol. Vii,
De 644-5),
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Thus we see thet luther parted from Zwingll, not in
the feeling tmt the Swlss rarty was guided by the Holy
Spirit, but that Zwingli wes guided by 2 different "apirith
then himself, Indeed, there 1s ample testimony even among
Frotestant writers thet the refoarmers did pot heve the
"mity of the Spirit® which only Ugdls Spirit can bring.

Notice Plummer's écccamt of Zwlnglils desire to avoid
this pathetic disagreenent: "But there 1s no need to doubt
his declaraticn that he had carsfully aveided corresponding
with Lumér, beﬁause he says, 'I desired to show to 2ll
ren the uniformity of the Spirit of God, as menlfested in
the fact that we, ¥ho are so far apert, are in unison one
with the other, yet without collusion.' They éid not
rerein in unlson, as all the world knows; and it 1S one
oi" the many séd facts In the history of the Reformetion
thet Luther declared Zwinglil's violent death to be a
Judement on him for his eucharistic doctrins" (The
Continental Reforystion, p. 141-2).

7wins141g Deat
Soon after the lerburg Conference, 2 w&r trde out

between the cantons of Syitzerland which resulied in the
death of 2wingli. It began &8 ¢ dlrect result of the
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etiempt of the Frotestant cliles to starve the Catholic
cantons into submisaion, and ended with the Catholics

reposzessing scme of the ground they had m@eviously lost.

The trouble developed out of the persecution of the
Protestants in the Cathollc cantoms,.,. The behavior of the
Catholic cantons becams threatening, and Zwingll recem-
mended & rescrt to yiglent peesures to force them into
submission.

"The chief dersnds that were really made, were theg
the Protestant doctrine, which was professed in the lower
cantons, should be tolerated in the upper, and that
persecution should cesse there, But the question ws

shether even these demands would be enforced, zmé

vas in favar of overpomering the enemy by & direct attack,
end of extorting from them just concessions. But he was
overmled, and half meagures were rescrted to. The attempt
wes made to coerce the Cathollc cantons by mon-intercourse,
by thus guttlnz off ibelr supplisg. The erfect was the
Cathelics were ensbled to collect thelr strenzth, while

the Frotestant cities were divided by Jezlcusies and by
disagreerent as to whet might be the best policy to adopt.
2urich vas lert without help, to confromt, with hasty and
inadesquete preparstion, the corbined strength of the
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Cathclic party. The Zurich farce was defeated at Cappel,
cn the 1lth of Oc¢tober, 1531, &nd Zwingll, mho had gone
forth as a chaplain with his pecple to battle, fell@g/“

(Fisher, The Reformation, p. 155-6).

The ¢ruel truth is tt Zwinzllizs viclent death m=s
a2 direct resuli of hils om ections, He had pot hesded
the Seriptural Injmction to "keep himsel? unspotted from
the world® (James 1:27). Neglechinz to apply Christts
declerations "My kinglom 1s pot of ihig morid™ (John 18:36)
zwingli hed mede cmstant use of politics amd physical
noyer to gin the results he desired,

AS Fisher states: "If:wingli ws a peiringt end a geclal
reformer” (T Reforzaticn, P. 145). ILdke Luther, he put
nis trust in the princes of this yorld.

Therefore, Zwingli's viclent death on the bettlefleld
- in an egsentizlly rellclions war which he himself h=d
mrged == geems & striking confirmation of Christ's warning:
"For all they that tmite the sword chall perish with the
sword® (ikt, 26:52).

After nis CGeath, the refamed meriy could still heve
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gained the victory. Eut they wmere dlsupnited, and each
city aspired to be the metropolis of a8 propoged confeder-
ation - and 0 w8 ‘ealoys of the cthers, Consequently,
they were forced to concliye & humiliating peace, and had
to yleld some of the gains they md mreviocusly mde
(Rurtz, p. 289).

/Z

Thuss' we sse 4lylsion among the follewers of Zwingll,
and an even greaier Qivision between them and the

Luthersns, That same spirit of mutual antocenisn has
possessed many of their Protestant successcrs to this day,

Cne has only to lock about him to see the humdreds
of dlffering Protestant churches, On occasion, for a
show of unity, they call themselves, collectively, the
"Chureh of Christ." But they sre mof of one spirit by
any means.

At the very begioning of this division among the
Protestant chwrches, iertin Luther wes willing to face
ihls foct. Referring to Zwingll and his followers, he
said: "Either one pexrty or the other must pecesssrily
be working in the service of Sstan; the retter dces not
edmit of discussion, there is pg pogsihility of coorromige”
(Alzog, Unlversel Histoery, p. 252).



Thus begrn the religicus division am {uzio
o times. Our purpose 18 to determine if this Protestant
system —— or 2nv pert of 1t — 18 a genuine restoraticn
of the ope true Church Jegua Christ said He would bulld,



Jobn Calvin now enters the Reformetion drama, Although
inflvenced by both Luther and Zwingll before him, the
powerful irmpress of his mind and perscnality shaped the
doctriral sysiem of the reformed congregetions for
generations to come (Rurtz, P, Z04~5) .

Like Iuther end Zwingli before him, Calvin was
trained for the cé.tholic priesthocd. Thus, he too bad
deeply ingrained in his mind reny concepts imparted by
_ the Roren church, 2lthough his doctrinal break with the
rarecy was more complete than Luther's had been.

It is significant, nevertleless, that the tiree mest
Prominent lesders emong the early reformers were all
trained as "Romen® theologlans before entering cn their
reformatory activities. Perhaps thils fact may excuse, in
part, the fact that they all retained meny pagan concepts
and traditions which had crept in the Romen system during
the Dark Ages. |

Whlle Zwingl! was busy transfoming the religious and
political life of Switzerland, John Calvin wes still a
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youth - training for the Cathollic priesthood.

Calvin ms & Frenchman, and he 82 born in the year |
1509, at Noyon, in Plecardy. His father w3 a8 fiscal agent.
and Calvin was educated with children of noble birth, Woen
but twelve years of age, he was appointed to a chaplaincy
with an income sufficient for his support.

Soon after, he wes sent to Paris to study for the
priesthocd, but his father later changed his plans and
wished Calvin to become & lawyer. EHe then went to (rleans
and Pourges, and studied under celebrated doctors of the
law. Fe wes such & brilliant scholer tmt he ves coften
Invited to take over In a professorts absence.

At this time, he came under the Influence of a
relative, Peter Clivetan, who w88 the £irst Protestant
to translate the Bible Into French. By studying the New
Tegtament In the original, his interest wms firther
strengthened in the Protestant doctrines.

Not long efter publishing 2 lesrned humenistic
treatise on the writings of Seneca, his "suwlden conversion”
== as he later described it - took place., He now desired
to throw himself upon the merey of God, end vegan an
carnest study of the Bible (Fisher, Ine History of the
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Chrdstion Chureh, p. 319).

Calvin retirned to Poris and socn becare a recognized
lesder of the Protestonts there, Persecution drove him
out of the city, and Calvin eventumlly settled for a time
in Protestant Basel.

It w8 at this time tmt the French moperch, Prapcis
I, w8 trylng to get the ald of the Cermen Luthersn princes
against the emperer, Charles V. In order to justify his
persecutions of French Protestants, he eccused them of 2ll
the lawless farmticism of some of the extreme Anabaptist
sects.

This called forth from Calvin an elmborate defense
of his Freoch fellew believers, This vork wes intended to
prove the falsity of these charges, and to set forth the
Protestant bellefs in 2 systematic and loglicel wmy that
might win sympathy from the king and others to the
reformers! cause (Ruptz, p. 302).

Salvints “Tagtitytes"

~ This work s entitlsd, "Institutes of the Christian
Religion.” It w9 regarded os 2 tremendous eontribution

to fheolosy, and to literature es well. No French
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Protestant had yet spoken with such logle and power. This
work is still re@rded as the most orderly and gystematic
presentation of doctrine amd of the Christian life timt
the Reformation produced (fallker, p. 382).

To briefly ccamprehend Calvin'!s doctrine as contalned
in the "Institutes,” we con do no better than quote
excerpts from Velker?'s surmery of Calvints position In
this work: "without Luther!s antecedent labors his work
could not have been done. It 88 Dufhert!g concaption of
Justiricatlion by falith, and of the sacraments ss sesls of
God's promiges thot he'presents. lch he derived fronm
Sutzer, notably his exphesis ca the glory of God as that
for vhich all things are created, on glegtion 89 a doctrins
of Christlan confidence, and cn the consequences cf
election as & stremucus endeavor after & life of conformity
to the will of Cod. 3But 2ll is systermilzed amd clarifled
with a skil1l that w=s Calvin’s own.

"ianfs highest knowledge, Calvin taught, is thet of
Cod end of himself. Znough cores by nature to leave mn
without excuse, but sdequete nowledge 1z glven only In
the Scriptwres, which the witness of the Spirit in the
heart of the believing reader cttests 2z the very voles
of God. The Serirtures teach thal €od is good, o the
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source of all goodness everywhere., Obedlence to Godts
will is ments pricel duty. As originelly created, rEn
w3 good and capable of pheylng God's will, but he lest
goodness and power 2like in Adenmis fall, and is now, of
himself, gbsolutaly Jncarebls of goodpess. Hence po yorX
of r2n'zs can ave any merit; and all men are in & state
of ruin meriting only dammation, Freom this helpless and
hopeless conditicn some men &e undeservedw rescued
through the work of Christ.”

"since a1l good 13 of God, and pen is ummble o
Apitlate or reglst Dis coverpmlion, it folicws that the
reason scme are saved and others ars lost is the diyine
shofce——election amd reprobetion. For a reason for thet
choice teyond the will of God it 1s shsurd to inquire,
gince God's will is an ultimate fact.?

"Ihree institutlions have been divinely established
by which the Christisn life is mintained =- the church,
the gacrazents, end civil povernent. In the last amlysis
the church consists of 'all the elect of Godt; but it also
mroperly deactes 'the vhole body of rankind, . .who profess
to worchip cme God apd CQrist.t Yet there 13 no true
church twhere lying and fulschocd heve usurped the
aseendancy. ! (Telker, p. 3-92-394.%
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! o Posit 2x

Te can see that Calvin's doctrine of justificaticn
by faith glong came from Luther. Yet Calvin aid belleve
thet & "saved® person is to produce mmgs a
neceseary frult of his conversicn.

Calvin emphagsized man's responsibillity to follow the
lax of God as a guide to the Christian life (¥alker, p.

393). Howsver, in [p germe did he mean this to inclwfe  , Jlise
. v
the letter of the Ten Comendments, tut only the Uspiric?

of CGod’s marel law as it came to be defined by Calvin. In
actwml practice, as ve shell see, there vere pany lmes
vhen this led men to presk both the letter and the spirit
of the literal Ten Cmmexzts. ¥e ghall cite evamples
of this later. '

Fithout question, the foupdatiomml pringinle of
Calvinls entire theologiczl gystem 1s hig doctrime of
oredestismtion. In 1&'; all other things were pade to
cenform to the irrevecable will of God., As §ié Luther,
Calvin Gerived meny of his idess on thls subject from

tugustine (Fisher, History of the Choristian Church, p.221).

In the section oa predestination of his "Institutes
of the Christlzn Seligion,” Calvin Cogmmticelly otetes:

¥
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"o cme who wlshes to be thought religious deyes cutright

to deny Dredestivation, by which CGod chooses some for
the hope of life, and comdemns others to etermel éea.tlz,,,,
3y predestinetion we mean the etermel decree of God, by
vhich he hes decided in his om mind wmt ke wishes to
noppen in the case of each individusl, For gll pen are
Bot created on ap gauel footlne, but for gome eUXTAL
life s pre~crdained, for others gtergal demmetlon...”
(Bettenson, Doouments, pe 302).

A8 the Protestant historinns themselves tell us,
is is the essence of Calvinism)

Let us consider the meanlrnz of these dogmtic asser-
ticns. Firsg, Calvin says tiet ell men are nok erented
sl before God. But the apostles Peter and Faul vwere
both inspired to write: "Cod is pg resmecter of persons”
(Acts 10:34; Romens 2:11).

Hext, Calvin tells us thaet - remrdlece of g2t they
ZEY d¢ -~ scre men ere absolutely prefeteringe for eterigl
aafn, others for eterrel dgpratlion,

Salvinls Ides of Predegtination.

Thus ge £iné thet the terrifying proposition thet ren
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are horn to be "soved" or "loet" wes one of the btesle
tenets of Calvin's doctrine. Accarding to this theary,
vour are predestined from gll eternltv to either the Jdgvg
of heaven, or the torments of a bWurning hell, Of yar owm
will, you are pot able to remgnt and be gopverted, This
1s gpnly possible for those vhom Cod ms "elected™ to grace,

As we have seen, Calvin also taught that cnce &
Persan has been forgiven axd justified tirough Cirist,
he can pever fall ewmy. Viewing this Ix-actically; it
moans trat no retter how wicked a "saved" person mdght
becone, no metter how utterly gdenrsved, hlagphemous and
reppchate he might be at the end of hls days, ¢ is
pevertheless foreordained snd bound to inherit the
unspeskable delights of hesven tiwroughout 21l eternity.
Those predestined to be "lost™ are doomed -- as the
"reforTed" preachers would put it - to an eternity in
the hurning, sergaminz, horrdfving fortues of & pever=
epddng hell.

Such was the doctrine of John Gelvin, And this becanms
the teachlng of the "reformed” congregptlons as they later
epread tiroughout parts of Frzace, into Scotland, to
cther netlons of Zurepe, s finally - tlrough the

PPuritonst -- te the New EZnglord statss,



Salyin et CGepeve

Shortly after publishing his "Institutes,” Celvin
visited for & btrief time in Italiy. On his wy beck to
Basel, he hat to pass thrcusgh Ceneve. An gvent cccaurred
here thet changed the course of his life,

In 1552, aftexr the Protestant defeatf at the battle
of Cappel, 2 refoming preecher pamed William Forel md
come to Cemeva to gviw the Protestant forces in their
city. Like Calvin, he ted been ériven cut of Fremce by
Cathelic persecutim. Because of hls pogerful a.nﬁ
unrestrained preacm.ng, he nad at £irst been expelled
from Geneva. DBut he later retirmed, and led the Protes-
tants to g2in complete control of thls clty.

Because all “werldly" plessures axd entertaimment
were banned by his religicus perty, 2 greet desl of strife
tad erizsen and the clty wes in twmeil, Farel, therefore,
Imowing the great sbility of Calvin and his Interest in
the Protestont czose, rersweded him to stay and help the
refarmed party contrel the city., Calvin st first hed
sreferred the quiet seclusion of the gcholarly life,but
£innlly yielded vhen Farel werned thet "Ged's curse”™ would
fall on hix 47 he refused to helpn.
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Calvin then set to work immediately., He composed &
catechism for the ingtruction of the young, and alded in
formilating 2 stringent set of laws which fortede the
pecple to meer "vain" croaments, perticipste in obnaxicus”
sports or other worldly smusements (Fisher, The History
of the Christizn Chinreh, p. 324).

But the Libertines, &s the opposing party was called,
soon gelned the upper hand and Jgpished Calvin and Farel
frem the ¢ity.

'i'his =8 1538, and Calvin wnt to Stz'assbuz‘g; wHhere
he spent most of his three yeers! absence from Ceneva. He
tock cherge of & Protestant chureh for French refugoes
there, and soon tock to himself a wife. It ws here also
that he formed & perscnal acquaintance with lelanchthon,
who graduslly came over to his view of the Lord?ts Supper,
though he never dié on predestination.

He w28 now recalled to Ceneve to help the triumphent
reformed mTYy found a polltical end goelegiastical
government upon the mrinciples of their bellef, From here
on we notice Calvinls increasing involvement in politics
and resulting rellglous srife (Yelker, p. 397-298).



Selvinls ReRum to Cengve

Calvin returned victorious to Geneve in 1541, and
set up 2 new polltical am ecgclesgimstic=]l order, It was
surprisingsly similar to the Cathollc churchestate
relationship of cbedlent r=tions within the Holy Roman

E‘J@i!"e .

The state wes dominsted by the religicus leaders, ant
wvas bound to foster the interests of the chirch, carry cut
itz orders, and to pumish or gxpeute el those who opposed
the established religion. Calvin had never rid nimself

of the Cztholic concept of the church rulinc the stais
and mixing in worldly politics,

ot only profeneness end drunkenness, but innocent
ammements and the teaching of divergent theologleel
doctrines, were geverely munisted, HNor was thls all.
Trifline offences were visited with severe pemaltiss, It
ws lmpossible that 2 oty of trenty thousand intebitants
should rest content under such stringent discipline oo
such steorm enzctments, The elementes of disaffection
¢isclosed themselves soom efter Calvin's retwn. His
chief opponents, as before, were the Libertines" {Fisher,
The Eist
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Calvin tried to enforce thls kind of dogmtic systen
on the entire city from this time until his death.
Katirally, it could lsad to nothlng dut Lrouble, and
the chronicle of Calvin's later 1ife 1s mainly concerned
with his problems In trying to gupgress the clty of Genewa
end ggeren its inhabitants into ylelding to his views,
memisnodenyingtmfmmatm'msamw_@g-
Zlous dletatar!

Except for the famous case of Micheel Servetus, which
will be covered in a later section, 2 detalled explamation
of the cruelty and pleor with which Calvin enforesd his
systenm ¢f bellef on the hapléss Cepevans ls unnecessary.
The only thing thet needs to be sald 1s that the "rruits®
of Calvin's teaching &% Ceneva meke a striking controst
to the Insplired statement of Fenl: "For the kingdom of
Ged is pot meat and drink; but rishtcousnegs, and resce,
and Jgv in tho Holy Spirit" (Rom. 14:17).

The followlng sumery of the effect of Calvinls
Mtheecracy? on Ceneve should provide ample basis for
comarisecn:

let us glve a summry of the mest striking casss of
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éiseipline, Seversl women, among them the wife of Ami
Perrin, the coptain-general, vere ymurisored for dancing
(w#hich wms usuelly connected with exeesses). Bonlverd,
the hero of political libverty, ant & friem of Calvin,
wes clted before the Consisteory becsuse he hed played at
dice with Clement lmrof, the poet, forr & quart of wine,

A msn w8 enished from the clty forr three months because,
on hearing an 258 bray, he sedd jJestingly: 'He mreys 8
beantifizl psaim,! 4 young men wes mmished becsuse he

geve his bride 8 bock on housekeeping with the remerk:
'This is the best Psalter.! A laly of Ferrers w=ms expelled
from the city for expressing syrpathy with the Libertines,
end chueing C2lvin and the Consistory. Three rmen who had
loaghesd durdng the senﬁm were Apprisgred for three days,
lfpother had t© do publle pensnce for nsglecting to comrmme
on Elitsundey. Tiree children woere punished bBecause they
rereined outside of the church durdng the szermon to eat
cakes. A mn who swre by the "oody end blood of Christt
W fined et cmdemned to stand for an hour 4in the plllory
on the mublic square. A child w5 waipped for c2lling his
mother & thief en? 2 she=davil (gzablesé)). L girl wms
beheaded for striiing her perents, to vindleaote the disgnity
of the £ifth comendment, A :pker was gpeented for
repected afuitery, but he died ronitent armd preised Gol
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for the triuemh of jJustice., A persen mared Chapuls was
Joorisoped for foxr ¢ays because he persisted in calling
his child Clawde {(a Rommn Catholie saint) instend of
Abrshanm, as the minister wished, and gaying that he would
gocper keep his son iumbeptized for f£ifteen yesrs. Bolsec,
Centllis, and Castelllo were gxrelled from the Republic
for heretical copinicns, Xen end woren were yrpt for
vitcheraft. Cruet was Mehended for seditlem anl athelsm,
Servetus ws hurnt for heresy and blssphery. The last is
the most flagrant case ghich, more than all others combined
has expesed the nere of Calvin to abuse and execraticn;
but it should be remembered that he wiched to substitute
the milder punishment of the swerd for the stalee, 2nd in
this point at least he was in advanes of the pablic
opinicn and ususl practice of his age” (Schefs, Hlstory
Of the Chrdstlen Church, vol. VIII, p. 490-482).

Scharfis plea that Calvin's "percy" ws in advence
of hls age sounds scxethat hollow vhen we reallze that he
ené the other reformers gond the pamcey for the e
brutcllities and referred to Christ!s exzemple of love by
Ty of contrast.

Perhzps we need to remind curselves thet Jesus
taught Chrlstisns 1n this age: "Judge pot, that ve be not
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Juczed™ (MBt. 7:1). And &gin: "I you forgive not men
thelir trespasses, nelther will your Fether forgive yoor
trespasses” (it. 6:18).

This teaching certainly is in contrast wth Calvin's
"theocracy' in Cenewe. Ve continue Scharffts descripticn
of thaet frishtrful system:

"The officisl acts of the Counell from 1541 to 1559
exhibit a dark chopter of censures, fines, lmprisonments,
ant executions. During the raveges of the pestilence in
1545 wore than TNty pen end YOIBD ere bummt zlive for
witcherasft, e & wicked conmspiracy to spreed the horridble
Gisease. From 1542 to 1546 fifty-eight Judgpents of desth
and seventy-six decress of tenisheents were passed, During
the years 1558 ani 1559 the cases of various nanishrents:
for 2ll sorts of offences amoumted to four hundred and
fourteen -- & very large moportion for a population of
20,0007 (Schesr, p. 492),

Thus ve gee that Calvin was willing not only to punish,
but to gxecite those who falled o alonz with his
theologlicel gyctem. Two weares efter the arning of
Servetus, the Libertine party in Cemeve made & last
Ceternined effort to overtlrow the religious hierarchy
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that Caivin had set up. They first attempted Intrigue

and secret diplomecy, but finally resorted to armed
conflict in &y of 156G,

But Calvin's forces were the stronger, and this last
rebellion tos & deatheblow to their party. lany now had
to #lse for thelr 13.9'65 from the "justice” of Calvin
(m=lker, p. 400).

At this point, w should teke note of the fact —
as evidenced by the foregoing examples of Calvin's system
-= that he wes the primesry reformer who stressed the idea
that men are to forgake all picoswnre in this life,

Therefore, &s m_m).ve seen, such Wwrifling things &8
card pleylng, dancing, Jesting and theatre-golng were
tfeated as rpior slps. In meny cases, Ceowsvals religlous
courts would punish such an offender with public ilroing
ar even possibly deathl

These harsh mpeasures were the result of the gongent
that God 1s e stern, unrelenting Judge who wishes &ll ren
to guifer. He frowns upen any of the ctmrmom pleasures of
mn. Xost pleesing to Him 4s o life of berrenness, Doverty
end geveritv.

Perhops without reolizine 1t, thoussnds of Protestants
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to thils day mve been influenced Ly thls concept ant heve
& feelincs of suilf ever regeycing meny of the Innocent
pleesures of life. The strict "blue laws” of the New
Englend Puritans 1s an example of this, and the sare
tendency ermong reny of the stricter Protestant sects is
evident tc thiz &ey.

It i3 well t0 reslize timt this teaching did pot
come from the Bible, For the most part, it came from

Jolin Celvints rAgid pind.
Calvinds Issy Tev

After the Libertine rebellion hed been crushed,
Calvin wueg the umdisputed master of Gereva. In 1558, he
founded the "Ceneva Acedemy™ --= later to be known as the
University of Ceneve. It Soon becere the gremtest center
cf theclogical ingtruction in the Reformed coommmities,
ag dlstinguished from the Lutheran.

Those in all petions who were strugmling to aldvance
the cause of Reforped Frotestontism looked 1o fereys for
iestruction ard support. It became the grest semimsry
from which ministers went forth to France, the Netherlsnds,
Englend, Scotlend, Germeny and Itzly. Almost 2s an

gbgolute e of Geneve, Calvin, as Esusssr comente,
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"acquired end maintained mare poweyr than ws evar exercised
by the most powerftul popes”
DP. 280). |

To the emd, Calvin lsbored diligently in preaching
and writing., He came to legk upon the syrsed of the
Protestont churches over the wrld as being syncuymous
with the coming of the Xinsdom of God.

"Here 15 ocne of the most significant difrercnces
between Calvin and the previous reformers. He rejectad
thelir expectatlim of the gpeedy coming of the Lad and
projected the final cataclysm into an Jndefinite futire,
Iuther lccked wistfilly for the end of the 222 before hls
own demise and the Anabaptists often et dates, Sut Calvin
renewed the role of St. Aumistine who termimated the early
Christizn expectation of the speedy coming of the Lord and
envisaged suceessive ccts In the historlcal drame in which
tbe Chureh gcemg mell-pleh 10 be eouated with the Hinsiom of
God. Even so Calvin substituted for the great emd
imminent fey of the Lord the drear of the Holy Commonmenlth
in the terrectrisl sphere, Its erectiqn depended upon
Doy goents, Codls chosen instruwents, the elect”
e_Sixteenth cﬁ,qt:m; D.114).

Zzinton,
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This sttitude caused men to become 50 absorbed Iin N
what we today mist sadly speek of as "clumehianity,? that
they falled 10 =row into more gpiritiml truths than
Calvin hed fourd ané to eorrect his peculisr errors. It
also caused a notable Jagk of interest amd upderstandlng
of the promhatic portions of the Hible which has persisted
to this day.

. !‘;1&

nth s the Shrese
P Hig ostrinea

¥e will not attempt to cover in detall the spread of
Calvinism, or the Reformed theology, to other lemig,
because the doctrinal mitiern remained substantially the
sgoe. The same gpirit alfed the moverent overyvhere,
Indeed, the Meformed churches to this day 3till besr the
infelible stamp of Calvin's powerful mind amd persmality
(Walker, p. 400).

"From Ceneva Calvinism spresd into France, Hollamd,
England, Scotland, and MNew Epgland., The patterm of Cenevae
could mot te reproduced in these 18.'::13; gt least not at
the outset. A single city might be turned into a seleet
commmity. In the care of an entire land this wes a very
dirricuit miter. Eventually the idesl was most nearly
achieved in Scotlan? and Hew Englane® (Mwn; D. 121).
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¥hen we read of the public Hiinpins post and of
buraine peonle at Mg siake In the "purltan” New England
gettlements, we ey realize that this ms Just a
contimmt ion of Calvinls gystem. As 1llustrated in Xevw
England, end with John Knox in Scotland, Calvin'sg
acherents tried vhenmever possible to yle o at lesst
doipete the politicel governmeont and the entire population

Even to the time of Celvin's decth, his mind ves
alert end sherp, a2lthouh his body was mested with disease,
then he felt his time had come, he sent for the Semate, in
whese Geliberations he haed 50 often portlelipated and
domimted, He urged 1tz memders to gugrd the Stote from
reny enenlies who still threetened 1t,

Shortly after, he disd peacerfully. Eis fellow
ministers were full of gried, for his great persomelity
hat ingpired them all - and his death left e vecuum which
no one elsec could £I11, His domtpent plnd end pepsomlity
e such thet Mhe excited the most prefound sdmiration In
sore, enté an egielly Trofmmd gyersicn In others' (Fisher,
The Fletary of she. Origtisn Cureh, pe S29).

L2 \ : 2 e SN A et o~
This very gopingace of Luther and Czliviz wos In gy
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mys & b=f thing., TFor it led men to ageept Fithout
question thelr doetrine e mectlice = rever thinking to
rove these idess by the Holy word of God. |

| Actuslly, &s we have seen, many of the tepets ard
actims of the lesding reformers are g f2r repoved from
the teaching ant practice of Ctrist and the apostles es
would seem possible in e civilized religious socletyl

Perhoeps the Protestant doctrine wes en improvement
over the corruptions of the Romen chizch and its auther-
iterisn popes. But hO¥ mugh of &n improvement was 1t?
Tas 1t 2 genulne pegiorotion of the apesiolic falth amd
ractlce?

zven o regpected Trotestant historian as stated:

Forctestantism deposed the infallible pope in & large
mrt of Durepe e it éid well. It wes, unforturately, too
mach dispesed to rake Infslllible noneg Qf the Fefopmers and
te place Luther and Czlvin, the infallible theologians;

1o the nlzge of Chrdst Hirselr es og suthority that could

not be gelinseid, This tendsncy wes, perheps, 1ts strenrth
ot & tlme of conflict, Ther it avalls oueh to have intense
bellefs end no dowbis, to merch and to battle at the word

ef comend., It w2s 2 sowree of weakness ané stagmetion
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vhen the battle was over and theology became more a ratter
of accepted Gogras than a c;-eed to llve by and fight for,
Calvinism, 1ixe Lutheranism, degenerated into a sort of
scholesticisn agninst _am.ch it =d been, In part, &

protectg%/ {’zckinnon, Calvl

Ag Mackinnen has wisely cheerved, Protestants today ==
insteed of open~mindedly seeking for mgre fruth -- have
"accepted dogmas™ which they strive to defend In the
manner of medleval scholastics. Cod commands us: "Grow
in grace, end In the Xuowledee of our Lord and Saviewr
Jesus Ctrist" (II Peter 3:18).

Protestants will agree tat the Catholic popes were
one %o error., But, as e have seen,.tney nave tended
to reke Infellidble popes cut of Luther, Calvin end the
other ecrly reforsers., After wat we have seen and learned
thus far, i1z this logical or reasomeble?



CHAPTER X
THE ENGLISH REVOLT

Tre third key reformtcry movement ¥ich peeds $o be
considered as distinet in itselr is that which took place
mxp.gmm. It was 8 reformtion by frree even mere than
that under Jom Calvin,

The sc-called "reformation™ in England was due almest
entirely to the actions of one man, Hemry VIII. Since,
under his Influence, the English revolt mroduced po
cutstarding religious lenders and very few distinctive
doetrines, a3 detalled analysis of its progress s oot
necessary for an understanding of its unigue place in the
Feformation as 2 whole., Tet, an unferstanding of its
princizal grising ond regults is lsportent o ald our
cooprehension of 1ts later inflosnes on the English
gpealing peoples of the wordd,

‘¥hen Femry VIII ascended the Qmrope of England in
1509, 1t ves already an established royal policy for the
kings to control most ecclesiasticzs: appointrmenta, &nd to
1111 meny of the ghief npolitlce] posts with highly educsted



167
churchmen., Natirslly, this led to paoy abuses, and often

encowraged groed, dlshopesty and werldly shremipesg in the
higher clsrgy.

This situation also tended to sabvert the religious
allegiznce normelly felt I the Roren clergy toward Rome.

. It was replaced, through political office and interest,

by & feeling of potionel lovalty. This wms further
strengthened by & growing paticnal antagondsn to all
foreign encroachments, paml or otherwise (Falker, p. 401).

Under such cireurstances, 1t vas not at all diffieult
for Hemry VIII, & young, handsore, brillisnt and wvaln
ponareh, to smay and Intimidete the Znglish Catholic
clerzy sccarding to his whime.

Honry hod imherited en ample treasury £ron his fether,
Henry VII, and enjoysd immense populezify with his subjects,
Zut veczuse of a politiesl alliznce with the Spanish,he |
hed been pledged bty his father to mmrry Catherine of Aragcn,
the deughter of Ferlnsod and Isabells of Spain, Actwmlly,
cghe hod first been his cldsr brother's wWie, though 1t
ws said that the mrringe ws never consurznted before
Artirts eorly death.

Catherine w3 ahout gix years clder then lienry.



168
Although thiz bad seemed to make little dlfference at
first, scme fifteen years later the passionate, self-
willed mosarch found himself marriled to a fat, prematurely
aging weman of forty. Henry began to look around end for
many years satisfied his passions with a gerles of

pilstresges. This might have centimed indefindtely but
for two circumstances.

First, it appesrs that Henry beceme especially
enamcred of Amne Bcleyn, and that she insistsd on becoming
his yife. Secordly, only crne of the six children Catherine
~ had borme him survived infancy -—- & girl, lary. A women
hegd pever ruled Epglapd before, and Henry may have feared
thet the absence of & male heir to the throwe would lead
to civil wer. He waated another womRn, and & =ale helr
(Hausser, p. 170-171). |

About the year 1526, Hemry applied to Reme for a
declaraticon declaring the nullity of his merriage to
Catherine. He based his asppeal on the fact that she had
first deen his deceased brother?s wife, and that &8 paral
gispepsation had been granted to allow him to merry her,
as this relaticnship normmlly constituted an impediment
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to mmrriage eccording to Cathollc law.

Henry ppw wished to have this dlspensation, and
consequently his merriage, declared invalid., He tried
to gain the support of Thomas ¥Wolsey -~ whom he had mede
lord chanceller, and Pope leo X had mede 8 cardinsl,

Up to this point, Wolsey maé been Eemry's right-hand
man. But he was also the pgpe's representative, and was
trying to protect himself by steering s middle course.
in the matter. Consequently, the matter was (elayed ~-
the pope and Wolsey hoping that Hemry might change his
mind.

This proceeding soon exhausted the king's patlence,
and he was advised by Thomas Crenmer and Thomes Cromwell
to put his cese before the universities of Eurcpe. This
Henry ¢id, using briberv sbroad and thresis at home to
gzin a pertis) endorsement from scme of the Protestant
scholers end theologlans for nils divorce (Fisher, The
Beforpatlon, p. 319).

In the meantime, Henry dismissed Cardinal Folsey
on frumped~un charges, and the dlsgraced cardinsl died
on his wy to be tried for fresson. From the beginning,
Henry w=s willing to xill those who coprosed his unbridled
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Lugt for women and power,

Henry now bullied the English Perliasrent into passing
measures which stated that he wes "the Protector and
Surreze Head of the Church and Clergy of Englana®™ after
vhich wms added, after a long debate, "as far as is-
permitted by the law of Chorist.” He then caused Farllament
to pass lams forbidding the introducticn of papal bulls
into England, and cutting off the papal reyemjes frem
England (Ihe Reforration, p. 320).

¥hile his case was gtill pending at Rome, Henry
rushed tircugh & hesty divorce and secretly "married”
Anne Bolsyn on about Jamumry 25, 1533. It seems evident
that he had already gptered jgto illess) relations miih
. pep because on September 7 of the same year she bore &
daughter, Elizsbeth, later to be queen (%alker, p. 403).

Soon =fter, Henry's pey fayorite, Thomes Cranmer,
g appointed as Archbishop of Cantertxxry. On ey 23,
he held an ecclesiastical court and formelly adjudged
Herryls marriage to Catherine pull and ypid,

The insvitable result of all these actions wes soon
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forthcoming. On July 11, 18533, Pope Clement VII issued
a bull excommunicating Hemry. Eenry replied in kind, and
socn obtained from Parliament statutes Lorbidding sll
revoents to the pope, directing that ell bishops wre

- now to be elected on the king!s nomination, and doing

eway with all other recognition of papel authority (Fisher,
Ihe Beformation, p. 320-321).

In November of 1534, Parliament pessed the fameus
Supresacy Act. In 1t, Hemry and his suecesscors were
declared "the only supreme head in eerth of the Church
of Englard,"” without gpy qualifying clauses, e with
full power to redress "™eresles” and "sbuses® (Pettensen,

~ Docurents, p. 322).

The bresk with Rome wes8 now complste. Although 1t
®238 prizerily & matter of BHenry's own gelf-will, 1t could
net have been accooplished without the stroag mationsl
feeling and dlslike of pepal suthorlty alreedy growing
erong the English people.

thet now made the breach with Rome lrreporeble was
the policy Henry nov proceeded upon of gopfiseating the
Donepterdes and abbey lends, and dlgtributing part of the
plupdered reolth emong his courtiers end friends (The
Beforratlon, p. 221). °
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"For his work, Bermry had found a new agent in Thomas
Cromwell (14857-1540), a men of very humbla origin, a
soldier, merchant, and memey-lsnder by tirns, of whom
Folsey had mede much use as & busiress and perllamentary
agent. 3By 1531 Crommell wes of the privy council; in
1534 mster of the rolls; and in 1536, layman that he wes,
vice-regant for the King in eccleslastical affairs, Hemry
was hungry for ecclesiastical property, both to meintain
his levish court and to create and reward adherents --
the Reformetion everywherse ras maried by these confisca-
ticns == and late in 1534 he commissioned Crommell to
have the momasteriles visited anxd report o their conditlon.
The alleged facts, the truth or fzlsity of shich ia still
a disputed matter, were lald before Parlisment, which in
Fetruary, 1538, adjudged to the King, 'his heirz and assigs
forever, to do and use therewith his and thelr cwm wills,!?
all menastic establishments having an income of less than
twe hundred pounds anmnually. The number thus sequestered
wes three hundred and seventy-gix” (Walker, p. 404).

It is significant to note, as Walker states, that it
™5 a comuen prectice among the Protestant princes and
nobles to copfiscate the yealth of the Catholic Church
vherever possidble, It is evident thet most of tnese.



173
influentizl "Protestants™ were much more concerned with

eqriching themeelves then with sny theologlcal clmnges
that might e made, In fact, Hemry's brerk with Rome
resulted in practically pg chepnse ¥iiever In dectrine
except the rejection of paral authority and the substitu-
tion of the English monsrchs es "heed” cof the church.

The entire situation developed primerily because of
Henry's gexusl Imgsion end Just for power — Do% 8s &
result of earnest men seeking to restore Scripturzl truth,
) g / /
_g;v,'é,avé{/ //‘5/47"&”"‘/1'

b litr wZd
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During this, s & number of religicus leaders hed
been influenced by the woark of the Refurmation on the
continent. Ons of them, William Tyndale, translated the
Hew Testement into English, However, he wes weble to
have it published In Englend., So it was published on the
continent In 1528, and meny coples found thelr wey to
Englend, aelthough churchly and civil asuthorities tried to
suppress it.

This placing of the Bible in the hands of the people
helped prepare the wy for later dectrinal changes along
Latheran lives, But for the time belng, the Roman Catheollc

dogme was to be enforced (Talker, p. 404=40S).
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King Hemry'!s omn religiais asttitide, except for the
papacy, wes that of Catholle orthodoxy. At times, he
would meke limited doctriml conmcession2 to please the
Gerzen Protestants when he needed thelr aupport. But in
1539, because of fears of France snd Spain, Hemry induced
Parliement to pass the Six Articles Act. It mmintained a
strict doctrine of transubstantiatlion, vows of chastity,
aurieulsr confessicn and cother Catholle practices (Fisher,
Ihe Peformstion, p. 324).

Meanwhile, however, be proceeded to complete the
sonfiscation of all the momesteriles in 1539, and strengthen
his position es head of the chuwrch ard state., His gharing
of the geized zalth of the ecclesiastical properties built
up the fortures of the Protestant ruling cless whoge _
Dersonel Jnterests now lay in continued separation from
Rome,

The true fact 1z that they were Catholles in dectirire
but Frotestant in thelr confirmetion of Eenry's right to

substitute himself for the pope a9 head of the church and
to ghare with them the hooty of the plundered porggteries
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conduct towerd his enemles amd, strangely, even toward
his wives, was &g far repgved from Christian principles
as would szeem possible,

In the summer of 1535, he cruelly gxecyted two of
England's ablest scholars snd theologlans, Bishop John
Fisher and Sir Thomas YMore, because they refused to
endorse his supremscy over m%nmn and clergy of
Englend, lany other notable perscns pald xith teir lives
for disegreeing with Henry's views.

A helpful summary of Hemry's vicious conduct towerd
his wives and nobles is given by Alzog:

"Henry was &g atroclously cruel to his wlves as he
ws to his ministers and other subjects of inferlor degree.
Catharine of Aragon survived her repudlaticn a 1ittle less
than three yeers, dying & nost exemplafy death, January
g, 1526,. ©She ws hardly laid in her grave, when Anne
Boleyn, who had taken her place in her husband's affectlons,
and wes the esuse of all her misfortunes, ws tried on
the charges: of adultery, Incest, and high treacson, declared
gulliy, and beheaded on the green within the Tower, iy 19,
15%6, Crenmer, vho had formerly, 'in virtue of his

epostelic sutherity,! pronounced the rerriage between
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Henry end Anne lawful anxd velld, we5 now callsd upon to
reverse nis former decision, and, 'in the mere of Corist
2nd for ihe Zlory of God,! declered st the same marriage
ws and always had been mill end vold. On the day of
Annets execution, 88 if to exmress his contempt for her
menxry, Hemry dressed himself in & sult of whits, axd on
the follcwing morning wes married to Jane Seymour, who
died (Cctober 24, 1537) in less than a fortnight after
giving birth to & mele child, subsequently known 23
Edwerd VI, Herry wes next merried to Anne of Cleves in
the beginning of the year 1540, The marrisge wms 2
‘political cne, brought about through the agency of Thorms
Croomell, who hoped to streangthen the Protestant cause
in England and prop up his omn pover throagh the Infloence
of the new queen, who ¥es Incwn to be a thoroughesoing .
Lutneran.' Decelved as to ber beauty end personsl
attractions, Henry married her only becauss he could not
well help himself, and, after living with her six months,
procured a diverce meinly on these grounds (July 13).
Tithin a month {(August 8) he merried Catherine Howard,
who, beling shortly after cherged with having committed
adultery, vas proncunced gullty, and dbehesded Febnruary 13,
1541, Hemry's sixth and lsst wife, Catharine Perr, vas
on one occasion peerly losing her head for venturing to
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differ on theological questions with the Head of the
Church of England; but quickly detecting her mistake, she
escaped the royal vengesance by adroitly flattering his
great wisdom and theological leerning, expressing her
most humble submission to hls Jjudgment, and professing
that In differing from hizm she hed only desired to draw
him into a heated discusslion, because vhen animated, he
seemed to forget the pain of the malady from which he
ws suffering., By this clever expedient, Catharine kept
her head on her shoulders, and had the good fortune to
outlive the brutzl monster, who ¢led in 1547.

\(9Henry relgned for thirty-eight years, and during

t time he ordered the execution of twb queens, two
cardinzls, two archblshops, eighteen bishops, thirteen
abbets, five hundred priors and monks, thirty-elzht
doctars of divinity and laws, twelve dukes and earis,
on2 hundred and gixty-four gentlemen, e hundred amd
trwenty=-four commoners, and one hundred and ten lediss®

(alzog, k

At the death of Henry VIII, the great body cf
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Englishmen stood with the late king in desiring no
songider=ble ghange in doctrine or worship (Walker, p.
408). But dezspiis this fact England was to witness the

introduction of many Luytheran teachings during the reign
of Eqwmrg Vi.

Uptn Xis ascension, Xwerd wes gnly nine years of
gz, The Duke of Somerset w3 irrsdiately creatad

Irotector end headed the goverpmental cocunell, He wes
& man of Protesiont sumethies ent wes e frient of the
dispossessed lower ag‘icnltéral clagses.

Underr the influence of Somerset and Archbishop
Cranmer, & number of changes In doctrine and warship were
introduced,

it wms at misﬁmmtthesummlesmmm
and the reel basic doctrireg of the Church of England were
fremed. Cranmer was & thorough-golng Protestant in his
sympathics, emd brought over & number of Lutheran
Iheglogsiens for advice end counsel.

Ilawme enforcing the celibacy of the priestheood wre
now repealed, Communion with both the bresd and wine for
the congresation wes Introduced, follewing Luther, The
use of English In the church services ws grde rendatory,
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and help in formalating prayer books and liturgles w=s
glven ty the continental reformers” (Fisher, The History
] Do 357-8).

During this period, the basis of English Protestantlsnm
ws definitely established. Rut, a8 we have seen, 1t wes
the Protestantism of the Germep reforrers that ues brought
in on & Umited sCale,

r Quoen 2By

The plans for reformatlion came to an abrupt halt
with the early ¢eath of Edward VI in 1553, and the atcese-
slon of the Catholic Queen liry. Decsuss of the connlving
of som of the Protestant noblemen, lary even had the
sympathies cf most of her Pretestant subjects when she
came to the throne (Welker, p. 405).

tary proceeded wth ceution at first upon the astute
advice of her cousin, Zupercr Charles V. Zefore long

‘ poLELE *7?

end declared the mrriage of
her mother to Henry velid. The wshimsical asttitude of the
nonarche and political leaders of Epgland toward the
myriage gtate is applling. Thelr acticns are but &
ghomeful pepedy of Curistls words: "what therefore God

~ hath Joined togpther, let not rEn Tut ssunder® (lark 10:9).
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Also, these actionz certainly indicate thal the

hearts of the REritish pecple were pot Sirongly perguaded
about thelr new Protestant "raith® at all, As ome English
scholar cynicslly comments: "With Perllament lery hed no
girficulty. As a contemporary irocanically cbserved, they
would have voted the establishment of the lghgmetan
relizion with equel alacrity and zeal at the bidding of
the Cueen” (Bebington, The Reformation, D. 286).

With lirtle goposition, lery rersuaded Parliament
to repesl the ecclesiastical legislation passed under
Edwerd's reign, and public wmarship wmes restored to the
forms ¢f the last yesr of Benry VIII, But Crammer was
now imprlsoned, and mny of the mare earnest Protegizpgis
Lled to the contirent,

At this time algo, lary cantracted & marrisge wmith
Philip, seaof&@erﬁ'mﬁes V, and soon 0 be Pailip I
¢ Spain, Fear of Cathollc and Spanish domination made
this an exceedinzly unpeoular parxdasg with lary!s sublects,
and she loct much public support through this sctiom

The English ncbles powreared the loss cf the church
rroperty they had gelzed, &nd a series of mutincus
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uprisings tock place., During much of this tice, 1t wes
- difricult to tell vhsther thelr Protestant sympathles or
their English patimalliom mrovoked these incldents
(Yausser, p. 589).

"Bloody" inry now began the exterminatim of her _/W// )
enemies, et in Felruery, 155¢, Ziftv pewole were fugf.
The entirely innocent lady Jape Crey and her hustem,
the Duke of Suffolk, were both gxgeuted for alleged
conspiracy against the crom. 2&ry had never regarded her
sister Elizzheth with much affection, so ghe wms impriscned
- in the Tower, BEut through 2ll these yeers, Ellzabeth
pudently avoided anything thet would arouse lery!s
suspieicn of her, and 50 kept her life (Fausser, p. 570=
573},

Even at the begluning of this persecutlen, the English
nobles and Pariiasment were still ready to glve up their
Protegtentism end "to regulate the Church amd her doctrine
In accordance with the Popels pleaswre 1f no one would
Interfere with the §igtribution of Chiwch Zronertve..”
(fpusser, p. 571). It should certainly be plain that
these nobles were more concerned wth thelr Lisg for
wealth and power then they were in trying o0 f£find true
religion.
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Once Mary allowed the erstwhile Protestants to keep
the gelzed church Irgmerty, Parliament readily consented
to render obedlence to the Pcpe and to reneyw the edicts
2gpinst heretics. MNow those who eontinued to oppose the
Roman religicon began to be persecuted in fnll foree. In
the three years befpre lary's death, sbout two hundred
and seventy Protestant ;’Beretics" vere burped at the e,
gtake, among vhom wers fifty-five women and four children
(Bausser, p. 571).

ey of these common people were falithful to thelr
Protestant comvictions to the end. Their spiritual
leader, Thomes Cranmer, who ad been mm:i_shop o
Canterbury under Henry VIII and Edwerd VI, was not fquite
as constant. He recanted of hls Protestant sympathies
under Cueen Mary, in hope of gavinz his life. But once
it was determined that he should die anywy, his courage
revived, He disavowed his former recantation, declsared
thet he was & Protastant, and died with dignity. As
Fisher states: "What course he wuld have pursued had
he been permitted to live, it is jmmosgible to tell...ed —
(Ibe Reformetion, p. 328).

Under l=ry, the government persecuteé the Protestants
like criminzls., This peturzlly developed a patred of Fore
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among the English people. Jgi because of true rellglous
feeling, but in a political sepse, the idea now erose that
"protestantism and English nationallty were jdentical®
(Fausser, p. 573).

Thus, when we resd of the staunch "Protestant”
feelings among the English peoples, we need to realize
Biv. It became a spirit of English mationalism in opposi-
tion to Rome. It 15 a pational religipn that has persisted
in England to our day. And, &g any informed student knows,
itz course has alwmys depended more on politics and power
than on sincere religiocus motives.

The English people continued in a partial state of
rehellion until their Catholic Queen imry died in November,
1568, The netion now welcomed her sister, Ellzabeth, to
the throne (Fisher, v

. 362),

Elizzbeth soon established herself, as Henry VIII mmd
done, as heed of the Church of Englend. 3But, since the
title, "Supreme Head," had secemed objectionable to
Cztholics, she vas now styled "Supreme Covernor” of the
national church (Walker, p. 414).
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How, step by step, the Protestant principles fomerly
established under Edward VI were reintreduced, 3By the
Aet of Uniformity, 1555, the Prayer Book of Edward VI was
restored for use in all the churches. All persons were
reouired to attend the paticnal chirch under penalty and
fine, except fr "lawful o reascreble excuse (loncrief,

Babington comments wpcn the hypocrdtlesl chapgeablo-
pees of the "religious® situation in Englamd durdng this
tims., "Thus within the space of a few years the English
Parliament for the third time formally recapted its
religious belief., It is vain to glve any creditable reascn
for this amaszing fact. To suppeose that in making these
changes the hereditary legislators and the representatives
of the English people were sweyed by spiritual zeal ca"
religious conviction would be the helsht of absyurdity”

(Ine Reforzatlon, p. 298).

Although Queen Elizabeth hersself dgmipated in
religiocus a3 well as civil affairsg, Btthew Parker was
now consecrated as Archbishop of Canterbury. Under his
direction, the fourty-two articles cof foith orizinally -
formulated by Thorss Cranmer were reduced to thirty-aine.
In 1571, Parliament adopted them as the Daglg of doctrine
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of the Church of Englamd, They set forth "a type of
doctrine midway between Lutheranism amd Calvinism" (Kurtz,
Chureh History, p. 215).

Actinlly, the religious bagls of the Chureh of England
wes more of a Eixiire of Lutheranism, Calvinism and
Catholicism. But the Thirty-Nine Articles were primarily
besed on [utheran confessions of faith (Monerdef, p. 339),
And, of course, lLyther's theory of Justification by falth
alope wasg held. Yet Calyin's doctrires on the "lord?s
Supper” and on predestination were, in the main, sccepted.

But any Roman Catholie ritusls, customs and gopcents
vere retained. "The Thirty-Nine Articles contain meny

Protestant dogrms, but they also retain pueh of the Roman
cult" (Monerief, p. 340).

Although there have been gsgme siterstlons from time
to time, the doctrines and form of relizion established
at this time under Gueen Elizabeth rermin gsgentiallv the
Sape to this dey in the Chureh of England (vharey's Church
History, p. 240).
sSumrery

It 1s not our purpogse in the present work to go into
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& detaiied history of the various spllits and dlvisions of
the three main Protestant "trees.” As we have already
seen, Juther's doctrineg spread over most of northern
Cermany, from there meimarily to the Scandinavian countries,
thence to the New World. Clyints theology eventumlly
dominatad in Switzerland, perts of France and CGermany, the
Ketherlands, and Scotland, Later, it too found ita way,
with adoptations, toc Ameriea and mrticularly the New
Englant gtates,

Anglicanism held sway in its pure form only 1a England |
itself. But throughout the British Commonwealth and in
America 1t has since tsken the nsme "Protestant Episcopel®
and other forms, holding practically ldentical beliefs,

As 2 Zlding princinie, 1t i1s lmportant to realize’
that gvery pelor Protestagt body mist rightfully recognize
as itz legitirete ancestor one of these Kgy reform move-
ments, And Lutheranism, Calvinism, and Anglicanism must
acknowledge that they all came, in the first place, from
the church of Rome,

Referring again to Englend, ¥ mmy safely state that
the three rein chirches rising out of the "puritan® move-
ment of the seventeenth century -~ the Pregbyterlan, the
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Congregational, amd the Baptist == all owe to Calvin the

mjor part of their dectrines, cusfoms and gopcepts.

The later lethodist movement under Jchn and Charles
Wesley did pot involve any change in the hasgic dcetrines
of the Church of England. It wmas omly intended as a
reformation yithin the Anglican church, rejecting
predestination am emphasizing personal holiness end a
consciousness of a "witness of the Spirit" in the believer

(Rurlbut, Ihe Story of ihe Chrigtian Church, p. 177).

To the end of his 1ife, Wesley urged his followers
to rermin in the Church of England, declaring: "I live
and die a pepber of the Church of England; &rmd none who
regard my judgment will ever semarate from it" (Bettenson,

Degcurents, p. 361).

S0 1t isg clear that even the Churech of England, sprung
frem Rome, herself 1s a parent of other religious bodies
holding theg same bagle doctiripnes. The polnt we wish to
ermphesize 1s that a1l of the zmjor splits and dlvisions
within Protestant "Christendom™ are agreed upon most of

thelir baglc dectrines, traditions, and rellglious concepts.
The significance of this will be considered later,

Returning to the English revolt, we find that the
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upeontrolled lust of King Henry VIII for women and power
resulted in a new religious body. The blunt truth is that
the "reformation® in England was copgelved in Jusy, and
guided to success through Dolitical mressure snd force of
armat '

One eminent Protestant historian edmits: "The
remeriable feature of the Epsiish revoll 1s that 4t
produced no cutstanding religicus leader == no Luther,
Zwingll, Calvin or Kz_mx. - Nor 4id it, before the beginming
of Elizabeth's reign, manifest any considerable spiritual
awekening among the pecp}.e.v Its impulses were polltical
and g " (vrlker. D. 415).

. As we have seen, the English revolt was concelved in
the lugt and gln of Henry VIII. It w23 promoted among the
pecple by a Spirit of pailopaliom and sntagopion toverd
Rome. It was helped to sucesss by the greed for the wealth
of the Catholic monasteries and lends which possessged the
~ English nobility. And 1t wes p!ﬁced on the throne by the
reyal reslization of the ypnchecked pewer it conferred upon
the English monarchs, |

It iz acknowledged that thls movement produced po
Lelleicus lesder worthy of the name., There wmms practically
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Do spiritusl swekenlnz among the people. Its motives wmere
political and soclal.

Let us face hopestly and sgugyely the questions: Was
this a return to pure New Testament Christianity? Vas it
a Spirit-led restoration of the "faith once delivered”?

In the followling chapter, the reel peaning of 2ll
-that we have discussed, and the gpnswers to these questions,
will be mede plain.



CHAPIER XI
THEE EIBLE AND THE REFORMATION

¥%¥e have examined the basic foundeticns of the
Protestant churches today. We have gome to the goures
of the "divided Christendcm™ of our time,

Iz there is any one thing that all religionists agree
upcn, it 18 in lamenting the fact that the Protestant
reformers have bequeathed to us s religious f'bahylm" of
monstrous proportions. For, as we have seen, mearly every
ma jor Protsstant dencmination mist trace its history =-
directly or indirectly — from the Reformation of the
gixteenth century. Until that time, their relizious
gpecestors were all within the pale of the Ramen Catholic
Church. '

Jesus Christ said: "I will bulld gy Chureh® (imt.
16:18). We can only imagine His reaction at seeing
hundreds of differins churches all leying claim to His
name and approbetion.

Ve wonder what might be the Judgment of Christ's
falthful apostle who urged us "to keep the ypiky of the
Spirit in the bmd of pesce,” and was inspired to state:
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"There 18 gpe body, and ope Spirit, even as ye are called
in ope hope of your calling; Ong Lord, one falth, one
baptism, Ope God and Father of all, who is above &ll,
and through all, and in you all” (Eph. 4:3=6).

Needless to say, this uplty is pog to be foupd An the
Protestent world today. There ere many faiths, and pEny
bodles, or churches. All too often, they express the
entagonisy which Luther felt toward the Swiss reformers:
"Yours is a different svirit....Be cennot acknowledge you
as bretiren" (Schaff,
VII, p. 645),

Jesus seld: "Ye shall lmow them by their fruits™
(i2t, 7:16). It 1s en updeniable fzct that the "fruit®
of the Protestant Refarration Is the dlvided churchianlity
of our day. Ve must say at the cutset that this is bad

Inult.

Paul tells us that the Spirit of God oproduces uglty
- not division. Therefore, we should examine in retrospsct
to see whiat the spirit wes, and wiat the potiveting factors
were, that prbc‘xuced the religious cgnfysion resulting from
the Reformation.
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Fellopplisn opd Lugt

¥We have seen how ths spirit of gatlomlisn was
growing throighout Europe just pricr to the Reform move-
ment. The people of Europe were tired of the religious
amrimncialcppressmufm.

(Therefare, Luther immdistely gained a large following
amang the Germen nobles end middle class when ke cried:
ive wers born toO be ZRSLETS«.0. It 15 time the Zigricus
Teutonie people should cease to be the puppet of the
Romen pentife™ (Bettenson, Docupents, p. 278). And we
have seen how the English nobility were wedded to Henry
VIIIts "reformaticn™ bhecause they had teen allowed to
Selze the weslih of the momastic lands and establishments.
But in the latter case, as we have noted, thelr Parllis-
mentary remresentatives ghepeed their "religion" ree
$ires and "would have voted the establizhment of the
Mochametan religion™ at the monmerch's bidding.

And 1t ws the gexis) lust of Henry VIII for Anne
Boleyn that very clearly merks the starting point of the
English revolt ageinst Rome,

Cf course, there is po foubt that meny thousmnds of
the common people in 2ll of these countries sincerely
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desired not only a release from the tyranny of Rome, but
for a restoration of religious truth and religlous freedom.

But pecple follow thelr leaders,

So the real qw;ation iz not what pmight have happened,
but wet 414 hapren, and what motivated the political and
religions leaders of the Reformaticn.

"In the end, it wes & patiocmel svstem of Reformeticon
that was carried cut.... In those countrles In which
the patiope] ard poiiticel stimulus wes sbsent o w3
weak, the religlous movement failed" (Plummer, The
D. 16).

So we see that the spirlt of potionelism was a
lor fector in helping the Reformation $o success. It -
i1s important to realize that this very WQ}:’_
pations hes now resulted in the threat of huren apnihl-
lation in o timel '

For political, Lixgpnelasl and pationellgtic reasouns,
men revelted egrinst the churreh of Rome, They exalted
private judgment end reascn. And in place of the Roren
authority which wasg suppesed to represent §od, they have

placed yptiopallstic authority —- am the e of ¥ard
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It is true thet Luther and Calvin had personsl
religiocus motivaetions. As we have described, Luther's
mind was tortured ®ith a perpetual semse of gmulit. In
his extrere emphasis on selvation by faith glope, he wms
trying desperately to devise some system where the law
of Cod amd the Justice of God would have no place,

But Luther's persopal spiritial uphesval would have
had little effect an Germany or the world had he not
appealed to the political amd fipmmcis] instincts of the
Cerzan princes. And "it is true t say that the motives
which led to the Lutheran revolt weres to a large extent
seculer rether than spmm" (FPlumrer, p. 9).

Thus, we may say that the ariginal English revolt was.
motiveted almost entirely by lusk and greed. Anmd while
the reforms under Luther and Calvin contained an element of
religious conviction in the spiritiual leaders, they
rimerily exployed the paterdalistic grlevenceg of the
rinces amd the people as a stimulus to revel agrinst
Rome., It wes s spirlt of potigelism which assured the
widestread suceess of those movements.

Then it came $0 a showdown, the Protestant reforoers
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were as ready to resort to ylolence, blocdshed and
persecytion as their Roman Catholic adversaries. In any
discussion of the pethods by shich the Reformetion
triumphed, this fact must be acknowledged.

Vie have already seen how Luther yppn the Cermen
princes to his cause. How he yged them to fight
Catholicism and to persgoute those who disagreed with
nim, is another matter. And the same principle mey
apply to Zwingli apd Calvin, and the political caincils
under thelr sway, and t0 King Henry VIII and his subservient
Perlisrent znd nobility.

Do we remember Luthert!s raving appeal to the CerrEn
princes to "gmite, strmapsle, and giab, secretly or
publicly” those persants who had applied the principle
cf his tezchings to their omn circumstances? Do we
rempber that he reversed himeelf in 1529, and szid thet
Christiens vere "bound" to resort %o erms to defond their
Protestant beliefs?

It is elso & fact that Luther appreved the Iergseution
end of the Anabaptists and other sects who
re;}ecier: his teachings, Commenting on the beheslins of
Argbeptists in Saxony, he said thet "thelr coumrsge showed
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that they were possessed by the devil" (Plummer, p. 174).

The same trestment was given those who ¢id not g0

along with the patipral church gvgtem which wes forced
upen the English people. Besides the geveral hupdred
nobles anx! conmoners who lost thelr lives through the
persopal and religious bigotry of Hemry VIII, cany
hundreds of others lost thelr lives under the reign of
his Protestant daughter, Elizabeth.

Theose who refused to acinowledge the relizious
Buprerecy of the Epglish monarch were dealt with as 1f
they were gullty of high treason, "Before 1568 tmelve
hindred Catholies h2d already fzllen victims to the
persecution. In England alme, during the last twenty
years of Ellzabeth's reign, ocne hundred and forty-two -
rriests were hanged,dramm, and quartered, for their falth,
ninety priests and relfglous 4ied in prison, one hundred
end five were baniched for life, and sixty-two laymen of
consideration suffered mertyrdom” (Deharbe, A History of

mj p' 4‘84)0

And it wes not Just the monerchs vho practiced
intolerance In England, tut the Protestant relisicus
Agzders as well, Durlng the reisn of young king Edward VI,
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Archbishop Cranmer persuaded him to sign the destl zarrapt
of two Anmbaptists, one of them a mpan. They were bigmed
g% fhe stzke. In relating this, Schaff tells us: "Ihe
English Reformers were not behlnd those of the Continent
in the metter of intolerence” (Higtory of the Ciristian
Chureh, Vol. VIII, p. 711).

After Calvinlsm wes Introduced Into Scotland, those
wo professed the Gathoiic religion wore subject o the
death peralty, axd many peid with their lives for thelr
religlous bpeliefs (Deharbe, p. 485).

Remember that these people were victlims of Protestent
persecution) )

Ty appealing to fingnelal or patlopalistic motlves,
and by getting into and dopinatinz the political nower,
the leading Protestent reforrers vere able to foree their
dectrines cn the comnon people. Before gelning political
DOTED, thé reformers all Insisted upon the jnallenzble
it of every Caristlisn to search the Bible for himself,
ané to Judge 1ts teachings independently (Deharbe, D. 620). .
But once they were in power, moe be to the Catholic, the
Anabaptist, o to any other rellgionist o continued to

insist upon this "inallenable right®l
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As we heve seen, it wes the geme pictime under John
Calvints "theocrzey” in Ceneve, Switzerlend, Fisher
states: "Not only profaneness and c&m!fémess, but innocent
emusements end the teaching of divergent theclogicel
doctrines, were geverelv punished” (Ihe Higtory of the
Shristian Church, p. 325). Ve lave already catalogued
scme of the mmny hupdreds of instances where pecple were
subjected to lmpriscqorent, to public xhloping or to the
death penalty because of stme innccent amuserent, or
because they dispmreed with John Calvints religious ideas.

But gpe instopce stends cut shich wes defended by
almost gll, the reformers of that day. It is ome that =
should especially rezember as an cutstanding example of the
regeaning of the early reformers on the subject of rellglous
toleration. It 15 the rertyrdom of Michael Servetus.

Servetus s a ren about the same age as Calvin.
Althouzh he =s born in Spein, he rracticed medicine In
France and is seid to have anticipeted Barvey's discovery
ct thé circulation of bloocd, Then still a young meg, he
published a book on the "errors of the Trinity." In it,
he Clsegreed with the common doctrine of G2 as & Trinlty
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held by Catholles gpd Protestants alike. Hls pcsition vas
similar to that held by these of the Unitar:;an belief
today (Plummer, The Conti miion, De 170).

For teeching sxd writing about tms doctrine, and
also for holding a divergent view an the exzct nature of
Crristts divinity, he wm= hated and porsecuted by Catholics
end Protestants alike,

Fleeing from the Catholic Inquisition at Vismna,
France, he foolishly pessed thraigh Pmtesmt Ceneva,
Soweone recognized him and reported hls presence to Calvin,
who had him arrested and imprisoned (Plummer, p. 172).

As Servetus! trial begn before the Calvin-~dominated
Council, John Calvin wrote to a fellow reformer: "I hope
that the judguent will be sentence of death...." (Plumwer,
e 172).

Plummer continues: "At the wLal}Calvin acted as
prosecutor and had no trouble in causing Servetus to
Ineriminate himself hopeleS8ly.«e.s It 15 e of the Amny
peinful festures in the case thet it was distinctly to
Calvin's interest to get Servetus condemmed , for such &
triumh would greatly strengthen his positlon in Geneva.
The case dragzed on, and, &8 in the case of Eolsee, there
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ws much correspondence with other authoritlies, both
ecclesinstical and eivil, in Switzerland., In the end it
seemed to be clear that Calvin's enemies had falled, and
that Protestant feeling ws in favor of removing such a
rest ag Servetus from the earth., COn October 28 he ms
sentenced to be turmed alive the next day. Calvin asked
for a milder fom of death, but his request wes refused.
Through the clumginess of the executioner the agmies
of Servetus were eolonged, Hls last cry wg: YJesus,
Theu Son of the Eternal God, have pity on me,' and it has
been noticed that fetermzl? is the epithet, not of the
Son, but of Cod. The book for which Servetus wes condemned
wes tied to his peck to be burned wth him. It fell off,
and was rescued from the flames, It my stlll be seen,
‘a ghastly memorial of Refarmation ethics,! in the
Netiomal Library at Faris. '

"E@e‘h&ve alweys to rerember that in putting Servetus
to death, neither Calvin nor the Council nor the Swiss
Governments whom they consulted had any Jurisdiction
watever. Their action was lynch law of the mest revolting

kind" (The Contipente) Reformation, p. 172=173).

We notice that even the Protestant historlan is farced
to ackncowledge that one of the o grestest of the
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Protestant reformers reserted to an illegel "lynch law”"
procedure in arder to degtroy & religious entagonlstl

The blunt tryth is that this was nothing but
"respeciable’ muder!

Jesus Christ sald: "lgve your enemies, blegss them
that curse you, 4o gopd to then that hate you, and 18y
for them vhich despltefully use you, and persecute you
(it. B:).

The apestle Peul vas inspired to srite: "Dearly
beloved, gvenga oot yourgelveg, but rather give place
unto wrath: fa it is written, Vengeance is minej; I will
repey, saith the lord. Therefare if thine epery hunger,
feed mﬂﬁma 12:19-20).,

In very clearly indicating that the right of civil
judging or condemning to death of cthers in spiritual
retters wag not glyen to £2111ble humen beings, Jesus
Ireed the wommn teken in zdultery (John 8:11), He
commndeds "Judse not, that ye be not judged® (lmt. 7:1).

Did John Calvin know these Scriptures? Did he
understand these inciples vhich nearly all clvilized
men have simee come to ecknowledge?



The Frotestant historians enswer: "He easily takes
the leod emong the systermtic expounders of the Reformed
system of Christisn doctrine." M™Calvints theology 1s
tesed upon & thorcugh knowledge of the Seriptures" (Shat?,
Hlstory, Vol. VIII, p. 280-251).

Here was a men who really jpew the Bivle. EHe wrote
learned commentaries upon it, an s thoroughly famillar

with the teaching snd example of Christ and the inspired
New Testament Church,

| Yet he was willing not only to condone, but to directly
gause a men t0 be burped 1o desth for disegreeing with his
religlous doctrires. In the absolute sense of everymmc,
that Jesus Qurist tanght, stood for, and lived for, John
Calvin stonds condemmed as a muyderert

But di¢ he pegn to be? s he glipcere? Orms it a
I2sh act carried out in the heat of passion?

To the lzst question we ey ansvwer in the pegatlive.
For after plenty of time for metwre cmsiﬁere.tita; John
Calvin scught to geferd this vile ect and Jugtify himself,
And, rererizbls ag it my seem, so did rEpy of the other
leating reformers)



203
In the year after the burning of Servetus, (Calvin

dogratically asserts: "Fhoever small now contend that it
is unjust to put hergtics and blsaphemers tpo death will
kmowingly amd willingly incur thelr very guilt. This is
not ls1d dom on humn aumoi'isy; it iz CGod who speaks and
mrescribes & perpefuel] rule for hls Church” (Schefr, Vol.
VILI, p. 791).

It 15 a goberinz truth that 1f John Calvin's kind of
nerpetual rule" azainst heretics were carried ocut today,
very few @ would long retmin alivel s

Fortunately for his name, Luther wes anot living to
pronounce 2 judgment in favor of Servetus! mming.
Knowing his past record, however, it Ils almost gertain
thet he would have sgreed with Calvin in putting Servetus
to Geath.

However, Luthert!s closest associate and advisor,
Melanchthon, ws quick to emss_his Wﬁtb
Calvin, He later wrote Rullinger, another of the Swiss
reformers: "I Judge also that the Cengvese semate did
Derfectly risont, to et an end to thiz obstinete man, who
cpuld never cease tlaspheming. And I wonder at these vho
disapprove of this severity” (Scheff, Vol. VIII, p. 707).
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Thus, we see that the German reformers sgreed wth
the Swiss in upnlog 3o desthl 4 man SimDly bacsuse &g
diseereed ¥tk K2l Sheologgesl poluious!

¥e have asked 1f Calvin could be gipcere in all of
this. It is a difficult guestion, the cggplets answer to
vhich gnly God knows. The buran mind sometimes plays
tricis on us. Ve aften yillfllv orerlock those things
which we don't wish to acinowledge. As we 2mll socn see,
it i3 evident that both Luther and Calvin did this in the
develcpment of thelr doctrines axd in some of their actions
as well.,

‘zovever, Jxiging from the facts at our disposal,‘and
from contemparary testimony, it appears that Calvin peant
to be sincere, Fithin his owm sphere of thinking, Calvin
WS gcrehow sincers in fesling that 1t was right to Iirn
Seryetus for religious disagreement, even though e and
the other reformers claimed the freedam of the individwl
conscisnce in thelr strugeglie with Rome,

The ansver to the klliing of Servetus, then, does
not lis In rashness later rgpented of, nor does 1t lie
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In & complete lack of sincerety on Calvin'g rart. But
what i3 the answer? '

The same answer is given, In essence, ty many
Protestant historisns. It 1s cne that gyery honest
student of the Blble and history must acknomledgs.

‘The gpgwer 1s that, even long after thelr separation
from Rome end their "conversion" to Protestantism, the
early reroma*s end thelr followers were still literally
saturated with the dogtrines, the copgcevts and the
mractices of their "mother® chureh at Rome. "The reformers
Jpherdted the doctrine of persgeution from thelr mother
church, and prectised 1t ag foer as they hed the power.
They fought intclerance with intolerarce, They differed
favorably from thelr opponents in the degree aml extent,
but not in the pripcinie, of intolerance®™ (Schaff, History,
Vol. VIII, p. 700).

As we shall see, thls frenk admisslion by Schaf?f
reveals ¥y S0 EEny Of the Protestant doctrines am ecticas
seem so totally inconslstent with their avewed intention
of basing everything o "the Bible cnly."

Ve rove seen that artin Luther plaved nplitics,
condoped blseny, counseled o lle, encowrzged the glanshter
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It Ims been shown that the English revolt begen with
the Jusy of Hemry VIII, and that he snd Queen Elizabeth
gnd thelr Protestant thealoglens all had a mrt ia .
Slppehterdne himdreds of Catholle, Ansbaptist end, later,
Puritan dizseanters.

Now we heve reviewmed the part that Jcha Calvin and
the Swiss reformers played in ths persecuilon and groming
of Areleptists, in the crwuel pupishment amd axecution
of thelr cen Cenevese citizens for failing to conform in
all respects o Calvints deetrine. ?ina.lly; wae have
described the gzeement of rearly all the sarly Protestast
leeders in the famous "lynch 1a3" execution Yy Lgnlinz at
1he stake vhich Calvin Inflicted uypon ifchael Servetus for

¥e have proved that these were "cold=blocded® killings,
They were pob the resiit of the pession of the moment. Nor
were those responsible afflicted by torperary Insonlity,

These crires in the name of religion were calculated
befor?band, amd they were still defended by theological
ergument long after they hed cccurred!

Ve heve seen that the resl explaretion lies in the
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fact that the early reformers "inherited™ mpeh of the
doctrine and gpirit of their "mother® church. They were
as wen gpiritually drunk -- unebls to see clearly the
real meenine and outepme of thelr teachings ard actions,

Thile this thesls is not designed or intended o
include ergurents about the Rundreds of d¢iffering
Protestant doctrines and creeds, w 4o wish to consider
the princinlesg vwhich gilded the reformers in coming to
their conclusions. Indeed, we have alyeady outlined
the basic doctrirnes upon which the Reformatlon vwas based,
But now we wish to examine more thoroughly thelr grisins
and results, and to examine the essentlal pture 'cf
Protestantism es e whole. |

Te remember Chlllingworthls claim: "The Rlble, the

- vwhole Bible, and pothling hut the Bible, is the religiom of
rotestants.” Ve recsll the Protestant affirmetion of

the seriptures as "the insmred rule of faith and practice.”

Fisher tells us: "Protestantism, under whatever
diversities of form it appesred, and notwithstanding the
varieties of cheracter axd of opinion vhlch are cbserved
among its leaders, 1s distinguished as & system of bellef
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by two princliples, Thesge are Justification by falth
alone, and the exclusive sutherity of the Seriptures”

(Ine Reformatiom, p. 459).

Most Protestants have grown up helieving these
statements are §rue. What most pecple do pot reallze is
that Luther, Calvin and the English reformers reiected
entire books of the Bible or else completely negated their
real authority. And they foreed their intarpu'etations
intc countless scriptures where the natural meaning did
not conform to their precmcelived doctrines.

e recall that lertin Luther wes so oppressed vith
& contimml feeling of gullf that he wented to overthrow
every verse in the Bible vhich taught that gbediepce
is required for salvation ln 2ddition to falth, He
ingisted that we are saved by m1th glope. Remember
that he high-handedly Introduced —— contyary to Scriptire
-= the word "elcne” into Romens 3:28, his only defense
being: "It is the mill of Ir. Mortin I.uther that 1t should

be sot (Alzcg, Umlverssl Church History, Vol., IIT, p. 199).

Especielly in regerd to his insistence m faith
alone and his re fection of countless Seriptires tesching
the need for gbedlence, he wes a stybbgrn, gelf=willed
m=a. |
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The Bible teaches: "Sin is the transgression of the

law” (I John 3:4). This is clearly spesking of the
splritiel law written by the very finger of God = the
Ten Commmndments., The inspired James explains thiss For
mosaever's!all keep the yhole law, and yet offemd in
one point, he is gyilty of all., For he that said, Do not
commit edultery, said also, Do not Kill. MNow if thou
commit no adultery, yet if thou kin, thou art become

a frenggressor of the law., So speak ye, and g9 4o, as
they thet shall be judged by the law of liberty” (James
2:10-12),

That lay forbids adultery and ki1ling? Cbviously,
mrdrents to which James refers. Amd he
concludes by telling us to gpesX and agy according to this
law,

To ;his the words of Jesus Christ agree, For whene
young men came to ask Him the way to eternsl life, He
enswered: "If thou wilt enter into 1ife, keen the

ents " ard He proceeded to name some of the Ten

Corrmndments (int. 19:16-19).

Completely ignoring the dlrect parallel between the
teaching of James and of Jesus Clrist, Luther haughtlly
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declared: "Compered with the Epistles of St. Paul, this is
in truth an epistle of straw: it contains absolutely
pothing to remind one of the style of the Goepel (Alzog,
Vol. III, p. 208), Thus, Luther stubbcrnly reiegted the

the entire book of James because it doeg not sgree with
his deoctrinest

In relecting the f£irst five books of the Bible,
Luther declared: "We heve no wish elther to see or hear
Mozes., Let us Jesve loses o the Jags, to whom he mes
glven to serve as a Mirror of Saxony; he has notaling in
common with Pagans and Christians, and ¥ ghoyld take po
potice of pip® (Alzeg, Vol. ITI, p. 207).

Since Luther regerded livses 23 having to do w=ith

God's lew — which Luther bated -~ he wished to heve
"nothing to do" with Moses! inspired writings!

But since Pawl was Luther's fevoarite writer, wm
wonder what his reaction wes to Pault!s inspired reminder
to Timothy: "From 2 child thou hest known the holy
serivtures, which are ahle %o meke iheg msge unto
selyation through faith which is in Cnrist Jesus. ALl
seriptare 1s given by ipgoiraption of God® (IT Tim, 3:15-18)
Rémember that only the 018 Testement Scriptures vere
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written vhen Timothy was a2 child.

And, since Luther stubbormly wished to "take no
notice” of Moses, we might remind him of the apostle Johnks
description of the victoricus saints of Cod singlng "the
song of lpges the servant of Cod, amd the song of the
Lamb" (Rev. 15:3)., But Luther's own writings promptly
ansver: "I look upon the revelations of John te be
neither apostolic na Irophetic” (Michelet, Life of
luther, p. 273). Fe might then add: “Everyone ray form
his om Judgment of this book; as for myself, I feel an
gverglon to it, and Lo me this lg sulflicient peason for
relecting it" (Alzog, Vol. III, p. 208),

And 1t is 2 foct that Mortin Luther willfully
relected the antharity of any bock in the Bible to which
he felt an "aversion.”

liow, perhaps, we begin to understand the real peaging
of the religicus confusion of ocur tice. Hodern Protestants
rave inherited from ertin Luther -~ acknowledged as the
zrestest Jeader of the Refamation - 2 gpirit of gelf-will
and a tendency to relect the ell-inclusive authority of
Ccd'a Tord! '

Seéing the foollshnesg and futility of the Roman
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Catholic penitentlsl system, Mertin Luther hed rebelled
against the ides of any "works." He nad grown up as a
Roman Cutholic, was trained amd schooled as a8 Cathollc
riest, and w8 £illad with the Catheolic concept of law
ard works. |

Being, therefors, in a condlition that amounted to
spiritual drupissnpess, be was ypsble to see clearly the
difference between the Zible teaching of ghedicnce to
spiritual comendcents, and the Jemish and Rormn Catholle
teaching of subservisnce to physical "works" am to zen-
mde ecclesiaztical laws and traditions.

Sebelllnz 2calpnst obedlence to Colls law, which =
have seen censtitutes glip, he wrote to Mielanchthon: fsin,

sin mightily, but have all the mcre confidence in Christ;
rejoice more veherently in Cihrist, who 13 tie conqueror of
gin, of desth, ard of the world. ¥hile = a2re in this
world, w can ¢ no othsr than sin; ve met sin., This
life iz not the abode of rightecusncss; nb, W perely
zwit here, &8 St. Peter says, 'new heavens and & hey
earth, wrersin dwelleth rightecucness,!?

TPray earnestly, for thou art s greet sinner, |

"I am now full of the doctrine of the remission of
slns. I grent nothing to the law, nor to 2ll the deviis,
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He w10 can belleve in his heart this doctrine, is saved,”

P \
(Llfe of Juther, T. S04).

Lutherts mind evolved a doctrinal system whereby he could
overthrow &1l laoy and the s of Cod over on lives!

John Calvin was in much the ssme positio, Be had
also growm up &s Catheolic and ims steeped in Catholic
doctrines and concepte, hRebelling against the Roman
church 28 & young men, he accepted Luther!s arguments
salvation by faith glone.

But Calvin went e step further and develcped his
own theory of ebsolute predesetinatio. As we have seen,
this theory states: "For 21l men are not croated o an
equal footlng, but fon 2 gternal 1ife 19 D

Zor others gterml dapnption” (Betteascn, Doguzents, .
5023,

Tie have clready shom thet this does viclence to the
frequent staterent in the Hew Testement: "There is po
respect of rergong wAth God® (Rom. 2:11, Acts 10:54;

Eph. 6:9). It also contradicts Paulls inspired descripticn
of "God our Saviowr; ¥ho glll heve all pea $o be saved”
(I Tim. 2:4). Is Ggdls zill to be thwerted by the



reasonings of John Calvin?

Amucmﬁwewtrmmw;wmwm
but the folze deetripes by which Calvin, Luther and the
English reformers tried to Jusuty them]:vee for
amprisonlng, publicly xhlpping, hapsing, drowmilnz, or
bupinz sllve those who disagreed with their "pure”
gospel teachings,

At least in crder to clear their omm consciences,
the Protestant leaders were foreed to distort or relect
moy passages of Scriptize mhich aid not conform to their
doctrinal ideas.

In defending his view on the "Lord's Supper,” Lother
argued tmt the unbrolen trmdition of the Catholic Church
cught to be proof in itzelf. ILather stated: %To deny
such testimony 1s virtuzlly to condemm not only the holy
Christian chirch as a damned heretic, but even Christ
himself, with all his epostles end propmts...@’g‘(_smff,

i ek, Vol. VII, p. 531).

Schaff troceeds to comment: "A Romen controversizlist
could not lay mare stress on fradition then Luther does
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in this passage. But tradition, at least from the sixth
to the sixteenth century, strongly favors the bellef in
transubstantliation, and the sacrifice of the mass, oth

of ghich be redected” (Schafe, Vol. IIT, p. 532).

Thus, we see that Luther s
Bible d1d not provide the answers he wanted, Luther loaked
%o Rogen, Cathollc tradition!

But vhen this seme tradition taught a dectrine or
custom Luther disagreed with -- such as jransubstentistion
— he turned wWith suppesedly rightecus Indignaticn back
to the Bible agein. He wrote: "For that which is asserted
without the authority of Scripture or of proven revelation .
rey be held as en opinion, but there 1s no ohiismtl
belleve 1t.... Transubstentiztion,,.mist be considered as
an ilpvention of human regsoning, since 1t 13 based peither
cn Scriptire nor o sound reasoning” (Settenson, Documents,
. 280), '

In plain lenguege, Lutter wes decelving himselfl

de wnted to tninkﬁxg nd the Bible on his sglde, yet
wienever his unscund vies of Scripture became apparent,
he wuld run likes a chiid to the arms of his "mother”
church -- and claim Ropan Catholie tradition as hils
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infallible guide.

Noted Protestant historians are foreed to admit that
Calvin eml Zmingld -- @s well as Luther — digtorted the
Plain meaning of Scripture to make 1t £1t thelr omm theoriest
"fhat principle Calvin tock up and czxrrisd oni and as
Lugher found fault with the sacred writars wose utterances
falled to £it in with his view of Justification, so did
Zmnzll, axd Calvig gven rpre copmigtently then Zwingli,
explain awmy all that seemed t0 1imit or condition the
truth on which they tuiit® (koore, History of the
Berorpetion, p. 389).

Agpin, commenting upon the tendency of the English
theolcg!.ans to follow Lutherts mta'premticns of the
Bible, Hoore comments: %They cammot, therefore, shut
their eyes to the fact that even Luther!s devbtion to the
Rible wes so tainted ummmﬂtzmu catalined
in itself the seeds cf decay” (loore, p. 479).

SO we find thet the Protestent leaders often used

MW to "explain awmy” any pessage in the
Bible that ¢id not confonm to thelr doctrines.

They would raject stech Catholic doctrimes as trapsub-
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Sfontistion end the selling of indulzences by appealing
to the Bidble. But when they did not egree wlth what God
pai® in the Bible, they would resort to thelr ¢m talinted
burgn resspn or appeal to the tradition of the
Cetholle Chupch.

t¥hat is the rmoping of thizs apperent hypoceriszy? s
this "the Bible gnl¥’? Tes this a restoraticn of the
I Shureh.

Te hawe already scen that "the Reformers Anheritsd
the dectrine of persecution frem their mother Church....”
(Sehase, Vol. VIII, p. 700). Far more than most people
even dream of, the Protestant leaders - ayl il many
churches soringing fron thet movepent ~- have faherited
oSt of their dogtrines, their goneevts of Cod and
religion, amd thelr fraditicns from Roron Cotholie
Chtreh == thelr originel "mother® church.

Speeking of Luther, Ficher states: "In the retention
of rites and gugtoms he did rot reguire en explicilt
authorization from Seriptere, Inough that they ysre not
forbldden, snd are expedisnt arnd weeful, His eversion to
brecking loose from the essentials of Latin Christionity
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in matters af doctrine is equally menirest” (History of
Chxistlan Doctirdne, p. 283).

Luther wished to retaln many of the rites am gustoms
of Platin” or Rogen Cotholde pmctice. and zAny of their
gocirines s2 well., In earller portions of this thesis,
we have seen how "some of the ommnmbem
chz.zrz:h festivals” (Imrlbut, Ine

m_.. Pe 79). ¥e heve npotliced how the pgsan festlivals
of Christres and Ney Yearts arizimated in the Fest - at
Bome == not ﬁ.th’gbe original Church inandaruund’

Felestine (Fisher, Hi

Fe remember Wharey!s statement thet by the close of
the second centiry "Christianity began already to wear
the garb of hesthenlem” (Chirch Histery, p. 39). And w=
should consider again Plummer's comment: "And as soon 28
the revival of letters caused the contents of the Hew
Testament and the teaching of the Fathers to be imom,
it was seen that vhat passed for Christlanity at the Close
of the fifteenth cenftury vas gcarcely recognlzesble as
such, ¥ien pleced si1de by side with wwt we Xnow of
Christisnity at the cicse of the Apostolic Age" (The
Continentel Reforration, p. 11).
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The unenizmous verdict of Protestant hlstorians 1=
that the Roman Cathollc Chwreh was f£illed with passniom
and ipiguity. lbay of her riiuals emd church fegtivalg
vere borrowed directly from the heathen religlons amd the
ancient cult of suft worship.

My is :w; then, that the Protestents retsined s0
many of the Romen Cetholle Gpctrines amd ritimls end
relisious fostivelg? Thy did they keep professing thelr
uplty wlth the pacanized Roman system?

Part of the enswer lles in the fact thet they somehow
felt thet Rome was the oy histordcal descendant of the
true New Testarment Chnerch of God. since, withait consider-
ing it;, they were lodking aly for o blg, grzenized
denominatio, they felt thet Rore xd fo be the only
rement of the true Chameh —- in spite of her almost

- The Protestant historlan D!Aublgne voices this coomon
conceptiont "A mystery of iniouity oppressed the englsved
Church of Corist" (Histery of the Reforpaticn, p. 20).

The reforwmers, heving grown up from 1ittle children os
Roran Catholics, belleved that this genersl relisious
gSvpen really constituted the true Church of God. Iut
screhow Cod had perrdtted it to become Yenslaved™ in a



8

sl of Iplouity.

Their job, then, the reformers felt, WBs to DXLy
this foul aystem. TYet they scught to rove timt they
hed not parted from the "easentlals™ of the Catholie
gystem.

Luther said: "No one can deny that we hold, believe,
Bing, and confess all things in correspondence with the
cld Chireh, that we ke agililng pow tharedn nor &8d
2ovihing ibereto, sml In this wey g belong 10 the old
Shoreh o ore e with iv7  (Lindsay, A History of the
Deforratlon, Vel. I, p. 488). |

By thelr gwn stztements, then, it 12 proved thet the
Protestants rogaied thexselves only a3 & gontimetion
oz he historic Cgiholle Church, but under a different emd
Ymriried” form. Luther himeelf vehemently affirms their
esgentlal ongpess with tip Cathollc Churehl

Speaking of Calvin, Flsher tells us: "He did not deny
that the Christlan socletles ackmowledging the Pope are
fchurches of Chrlstt,.., 52 Indigrantliydenies thet he
hes withdramn from the Church® (History of Christisn
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Schadf tells us thaet At 43 in spealking of the visible
or platoric Cetholic Chirel timt Calvin writes: ."As cur
present Cesign 1s to treat of the yisible Church, *e my
learn even froo her the title of potper, how useful and
even necessery it 1S for us to kmow her” (Scharf, Vol.
VIII, p. 450).

The insistence of the Protestent leadars -~ on thelr
Maaie ynity with the Catholic Chixrch, oxd thelr identificze-
tion of her as their "mether® church is moot simificentt

In the early eﬁ;tims of Mortin Luther!s translation
of the New Testament, there are reny illustraticons picturig
the "Thore of Iebylm" as the Boran Catholle Chrch. In
describlng this yidely updersteod interprataticn, Bainton
tells us: "Fallen Dbylon is plainly Romg® M,
D. 238). ‘

Ceountless Protestont bogks, pesphlets, and tracts
meke that sare identificatlion today. They brand the
Romar Catholic Church 2o the "great Thore® of Revelatien 17

But, 1t mmst be admitted, nmost of the nore cozervativ
Pretostant denominetionzl wrlterg hove stopped making this
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ldentificstion. After those first editionms of the Bible,
and pemmhlets and tracts, they swddasnly came to the
erterressing realization that they yere lellinz on

therselves!

For In one of the most easily understood ressages In . &Q&
this Inspired rophetic bock, Cod descrives a great false i
religious system which ves to srise and lzbels it 2

"Eabylon the Great? (Rev., 17:1-8).

In a typical sense; the Bible clesrly identifies a
"poman” with a ghizeh, In IT Corinthians 11:12, Paul
descrives the church of Corinth 2z a "chaste yirsin.” _ |
He describes the tre Church as being in the positicn of
a mife (Eph, 5:23). |

Another reference to this identification is the well

~ knowmn prophecy concerndng the frug Church of God found in

Revelation 12. Remember that Jesus spoke of His Church 23
the "1ittle flock.” He taught timt 1t was to be gseottersd
ard pergecyted (iBt. 10:16-3%; John 15:18-20),

The Church of Revelstion 12 is plctured as being
Smll oné meek of itselr, It is pleiwred as having to
Zlee into the pildermess Gring the Middle Ages (Rev.
12:5-6). Certainly this pileture is exzetly the goooslite
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of the cominsnt, worldly historical Catholic Chixrcehl

‘This is the Church the reformers ghould have united
with, but did not. They could not becsuse they relesgt
the guthority of Col's mz For the true Church is here
ploctured as a amell "remmant" of bellevers "ehich koep the
comrprkirents ,Qigggi_, end have the festimony of Jesus
Christ® (Verse 17).

In Rewalation 19:7-9, the tru2 Chureh is ggaln
plctured as & yomay - the bride of Christ, She is
erreyed in clesn, white linen, which typifies "the

Iighteousnpess of saints" (Verse 8).

Returning to Revelatlon 17, we see that the women |
pictired here 1s a f31len women - & "yreay waore,® She
gits upon "many waters." In verse 156, the prophecy 1tself
identifies these watera ag "peovles, end muliitudes, amd
pationg, end topsues.”

This f2l1len church; then, 1= & great church == ruling
over reny rmtlions end pegoles. She is accused of heving
"committed fornication” with the kings of the earth.
Epiritwmally, thet coald only mean thet she 1s g ity of

pixing in the politics end warg of this world,
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Christ s21d that Eils kingiomx is pot of this mrls
(John 18:26). James speeks of those who participate in
the material Jusis and 3prE of this wporld a3 spdritunl
Madulterers” (James 4:1-4).

The prophecy now becomes plain) This apostates
church {5 cindemned becausme she Mas played politics and
rerticlpated In the mrfore of this werid.

This fallen woman or chirch, 1is arrayed In pxrple
ené segsrlet colars., The pm‘ple smlmea'm power
and dignity. The scarlet sigmirfies her gplirifunl whoredom!

She 1s a gealihy church "decked with gol1d and yrecious
gtones and pearls? (Verse 4). Am, John writes: "I saw
the vomaa drinfcen with the Dlood of ihe saixts, ard with
the blocd of the poriyrs of Jesust and when I saw her, I
wndered wth grest admiretion™ (Verse 6).

Tais chireh exuelly pergecuted and mextvred rmny of
Godls saints. Zub her zeglth, her power, am? her oyl
redepty Insplire a senge of ewe even in Jawinl Ister, God
reveals: "The woran which thon sewest i thet grocst cltw,
vhich reigneth over the ings of the eerth” (Verse 18),



A1l of these descriptions epply perfesctly to the
Bezen Catholie Chwpren! This is the church tat has
Dergecuted God's scattered pegnle down thrgugh the ages.
Thlsg is the church whose pealth and meterisl nower are
equaled by nonz other, Thig is the cigrch thich les hed
its omi m, and has actively participated 1o the mIg
and nalitics of this worid!l

Onlr the capitsl of Cathelic "Christendow” 2t Rome

could truly be celled e "great city” which hes pyled over

the klags of this vorld. Ihgre 45 po mistaking this
Jdentification!

Alexander Rislop, in his resarkable beok, The ITm
:gmg_gg_s_, stetes: "Thare never ims been any ¢ifficulty in
the mind of any enlightened Protestent in ldentlfying the
woman 'slititing o seven rmeuntalns,!? end having on her
forehead the mame writtien, 'éa,{vs‘;ery, %bylcéz the Great,!
with the Rommn apostacy (Mislop, p. 1).

Mo otells us: "It hes been known all along that
cupery was bapilsed Fegarismi but God is now makling it
manifest, that the Peranisr vhich Rome hegs baptised 1,

in all its escsentisl elerents, the very Pogsanigm which
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mrevelict in the anclent literal Zabylon, when Jehovah
cpened before Cyrus the two-lesved getes of trass, and
cut in sunder the bars of iron” (Hislcp, p. 2).

In this most enlightening work, Hislep procedes to
Irove that indeed the Roren Cathelle Church edopted the
Milosgpiies, the Wsditions, anmt the gurch festivals
of the snelest pezgns. Romn Catholicism is nothing
zore than apiized mpepalosl

Hislop states that "Rome is in very deed the E=bylon
af the Apocalypse, thst the essemtial charscter of her
gysten, the grand object c:_rarm wrship, her festlvels,
her Goetrine and dizcinline, her rites and geremonles, her
Zigsticed, and thelr arders, leve gl been derdved frem
engient Epvionl (Mg Two Babwlong, ». ©).

lNo wonder God cmlls this system "iystery, Zebylon the
Great”l The Romen Cathollc system eontzins the very sgme
doctripes, rituals and pesen religious holldavs as the
emcient; heethen ¢l of B=brlion - 308 often used to
typley gin.

Dut thus for we hove left out £zo wmg

in degeribing this zresi folse chweh,
John ctates: “"The Iinhsbitents of the eori: have been mede

'
t.

t
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)
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grunk with the wine of har fornlcation” (Rev, 17:2).
Higlop revezls that in the ariginel Bebylonian religion,
the worshippers were llterally made drupk so that they
gould fovorzbly receive the pagan "mysteries™ (Hislop,
Pe Bl

This indicates tmt, a3 this entire chapier is
aldng spiri tuelly, the worshippers of Rome ere rade
mm&msc that they cannot zee splrituml truths
cleerly. Cod seys: "For 211 resicg have drunk of the
wine of the wrath of her fonicaticn" (Rev, 18:3),

These poisonous teachings and Mlse copcepts hove
crept into every civilized nefion on eerth. The pecples
cf the earth have hecome spiritimlly drunk on these
felse Soctrinest Then they approach the RBible arnd
spiritiel truths they become pixed=un, copfised and
civided.

"Bubylon” literzlly means gopfusion. It Is great
confusiont s aw/97/0ﬂ Fhe Cg’/tr”wi“f

An? doantt this typlify whet we hove seen of the
rotestant roforoers «- & c,uir* vickering, fivided even
emong themselvee? And doesn't this descridbe tre nmixed-up,
self-contredictory comsge token by Luther, Calvin ard the



cther reformers?

The reformers were actually rebelling against mily e
mwammwmone teachings. 4And they were
as men gpiripmlly dounk — not knowing whers they wanted
to go, or how they get there -- still gnlded em misled
by a background of pasmplzed Romen doctrirmes and concepts.
And, a5 w Imve seen, shen they ¢ame gut of the Romen
Catholic Chiurch they brought most of her teachings and
traditions right along with them.

How we ahould be sble to undersiand clesrly the A1
nare and desceription of this whole apostate gystemd

It is given in Revelation 17:5: "And upon her furehead
ws 2 name witten, ilystery, Debylon the Grest, the lther
of Boriots end Abominetiong of the Earth.” |

The corrupt Foman "mother?® church has given birth to
harlet coushterst If the clear, consistent mrinciples
of Sceriptural identification are to be henestly applied,
the Protestant chirches are "harlot éaughters” of a
raganized, apostate Romel

They came oyt of ber in protest. 3Bat, as we have
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cleérly seen, they reinined mpst of her pegen doctrines
and concspts. They are still f2lloming Romels example
of mixing in tle politics and zErs of this wrld. And
we have seen sbundent Protegtant testimony that they
recognize she is their "mother® chwrdhl

One Frotestant historimn comments on lLuthers "He
started ocut o Mugmte'a'mcn’co@ésed of those who
nad faith end spiritusl vision, and sho revealed an
ebility end pover to mroclaim the Word of God, Rut, in
reellty, he left in full operaticn & lerge relic of the
goelent creeds, an extensive 'rwp! of guperstitlon,
bodition and manie, and & heavy inherltence of externel
eutheority” (Jones, The Cturehls Debt to Hereties, p. 228).

As Dr. Jones cleerly lmpllesz, the m:esmnts 2till

-retaln page vesen doctrines amd Yroditiong which they

inherited from Rome., Ve have cboerved that some of these
felse tméltions Involve the pasen holldsws which the
ecrly Catholics adopted and geve Christlen scunding nomes.,
Te ought to lodk inko these thinssl

The Protestant churches stand glearly Jdentified
by God Almlghty es the "merlot doushters® of apostete Romel

Speaking of this entire Iebylonish system, Gad
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commends: "Come out of her, my pecple, thet ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues” (Rev. 18:4).

The question is whether or not we will cbey our
lekert

- In evaluating the regl mesping of the Protestant
Reformetion, we must bear in mind Gol's purpose == not
merely the purpeses and standards of mortal men.

¥We are forced to conclude that the Raformation
certalnly did pot leed men to "the Bible only” as
Chillingworth would have us believe. And, even in essence,
the Reformation did got return men to "the faith once
delivered" (Jude 3).

Even on some of the side isaues of public mra.uty;
the reformers were yery grievously diseppointed at the
rirst fruits of their ladours. "Such catastrophes &3 the
Peasants? Wer and the monstrous behaviour of the wilder
Anabaptists; to say nothing of the bltter controversies |
among the Protestants themselves, were disquiet;ng enough,
without adding to the account any deteriocration, real or
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supposed, in the morzlity of private individusls™ (Plumxer,

P. 184).

In spiritie] drunkenness, groping their way out of
apostate Rome, the reformers were not guided by the same
Soirit of God that empowvered the oariginel apostles to
change menls Jives., F¥e must remember that they were only
transferrine suthority to themselves within the seme pagan
gystem., Naturally, the spiritual "fruits® do not compare
with apostolic Christianity.

"To a large extent the true my of stating the cmse
1s not that the teaching of the Reforrmers had made ren
worse, but, thet 1t had fziled to meke them betfter. And
it i1s here that the parallel between the Refarmmtion and
the rirst rreaching of the Cospel breaks down" (Plummer,
p. 189).

However, although they gormletelv fajled to restare
the true religion of Jesus Christ, we my coarrectly say

that Lather and the other reformers were used to accomplish

at least two very worthwille purposes. First, they freed
men from the hipding authordty of the Catholic Church, and
the superstitious fecr under which they were coantinually

held (Plummer, p. 1%6). And, secondly, misdirected as it

o
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ment to resd ihe Eible for themeelves.

Even in the accosplishment of these two purposes,
they wers often aided by cutside forces. The most potent
of these was the Depaiasence, which was alresdy beginning
to a2tir men to think for themselves even before the
Reformation proper began, end the growth of pationsllsm,
which wes a powerful aid in treaking down any universal
church authority.

¥e must acknowledze that in freeing men's minds from
gome error, the reformers added puch error of their om
devising., They d4id pot tuwrn men to the fiith. HRather,

they turned them to independent, gself-willed hucen resson.

This has multlpllied the already existing relisious
confusion. As ve stated at the beginning of this thesis,
the Protestant Reformation has spewned a8 verltable "baby-
lon® of relliglious denominations, sects and religlous
movements. |

This 1s pot the "unity of the Spirit." This is pot
the one true Church Jesus Cirist said He would build
(\&t, 15:18).,

Perhaps the only reeson that Almighty God has allowed

%

sometimes wes, they 214 give all men more reasl encourage- ?'qa,,w‘v
AT
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such confuslon to exist in this age iz o that the Lrue
Church of Revelation 12, Jesus! "little fleck,® may be
permitted to carry the real gpgggage of Christ tec the world
Just before He comes again.

For Jesus, the Son of God, sald: "And this gpspel of
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a

¥itness unto =11 nations; and then ghell the exd come”
(ikt. 24:14),

Meanwhile, God tells us that we ghoyld strdve to
recapture "the falth once delivered." We ghogld live
"by every ward of God,"

And in His ¥ord, God describes this apostate, divided
Catholic-Protestant religious system as "Babylon the
Great.” He commands us: "Come cut of her® (Rev. 18:4).
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