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FROM PASTORAL A D M I N I S T M T T O N  

De7.z F e l l o w  X i n i s t e r s :  

G r e e t i n g s  from P a s a d e n a :  W e  a r e  all f i n e  h e r e  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
D i r e c t o r s  are j u s t  now s t a r t i n g  t o  a r r i v e  f o r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  wh ich  b e g i n s  
tomorrow morn ing .  I t  i s  g r e a t  t o  see them a g a i n  and  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  g r o w t h  
i n  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  a r e a s  o v e r s e a s .  

M r .  H e r b e r t  Armst rong  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f rom a v e r y  h e l p f u l  a n d  p r o f i t a b l e  
t r i p  t o  v i s i t  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  T u l s a ,  Oklahoma. Our m i n i s t e r  t h e r e ,  Yr. Don 
Mason, r e p o r t e d  t h a t  M r .  A rms t rong  gave  a v e r y  w a r m  a n d  l o v i n g  sermon which  
e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  c o n q r e g a t i o n  a cjreat d e a l .  However, b e c a u s e  of v e r y  s e r i o u s  
wrong a t t i t u d e s  a n d  wrong a c c u s a t i o n s  wh ich  h e  made, Y r .  David  Rob inson ,  
t h e  f o r m e r  p a s t o r  t h e r e ,  h a s  been  t e r m i n a t e d  f rom G o d ' s  m i n i s t r y .  

Also,  a l o n g  tnis sonber n o t e ,  I do f e e l  c o m p e l l e d  t o  s t a t e  o n c e  a g a i n  
t h a t  a l l  m i n i s t e r s  who h a v e  c h o s e n  t o  go " n o n - c a r e e r "  a r e - - u n l e s s  o t h e r -  
w i s e  a d v i s e d  by P . A . D . - - t o  be r e g a r d e s  m e r e l y  a s  laymen i n  G o d ' s  Church .  
They a re  t o  e x e r c i s e  no m i n i s t e r i a l  a u t h o r i t y  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w h a t s o e v e r .  
k-.d any s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l  who ac t s  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f t h i s  d i r e c t i v e - - w h i c h  comes 
fro?> ? I r .  H e r b e r t  Arms t rong- -wi l l  h a v e  t o  be d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d  and  p o s s i b l y  
e v e n  r?arked i f  h e  i s  t r y i n g  t o  c a u s e  d i v i s i o n .  M r .  A r t h u r  Mokarow, f o r  
i r s t a n c e ,  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a m i n i s t e r  of t h e  Worldwide Church o f  God o r  any or' 
i t s  a f f i l i a t e s .  
as  o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  - any c a p a c i t y .  

H e  i s  n o t  now i n  - any way employed  by  God's Work o r  s e r v i n g  

r c  xe 3 e e i d e - - w i t h  Illr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  p e r m i s s i o n - - t h a t  some few o f  t h o s e  
who h a v e  gone " n o n - c a r e e r "  o r  h a v e  b e e n  " l a i d  o f f "  b e c a u s e  o f  p a s t  b u d g e t a r y  
c u t s  ____ should s e r v e  i n  rl l oca l  e l d e r  c a p a c i t y ,  w e  w i l l  l e t  t h a t  b e  known t o  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a n d  t o  h i s  m i n i s t e r  a n d  a l l  h i s  immedia t e  s u p e r i o r s  i n  t h e  
;ic r K  . 

L a s t  Thur sday  eyrening, Mr. Denn i s  Luker  b u o y a n t l y  r e t u r n c d  from what  
he s a _ d  was a m o s t  i n s p i r i n g  c o n f e r e n c e  of a l l  t h e  men i n  Xr. ?.on K e l l y ' s  
z r e a !  E v e r y t h i n g  seems t o  b e  g o i n g  w e l l  i n  t h a t  a rea .  The men a re  w a r m  a n d  
s u p p o r t i v e ,  a n d  M r .  L u k e r  w a s  i n s p i r e d  by t h e i r  i n t e r c h a n g e  a n d  by t h e  r e -  
s u i t s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e y c e .  

? -  vre hope  t o  ha l e  ~ 3 y . y  more s u c h  c o n f e r e n c e s  i n  y o u r  l oca l  a r e a s  i n  t h e  
r;.,onths t o  come, an3 T av s u r e  w e  c a n  a l l  b e  more t o u e t h e r  i n  C h r i s t i a n  
f e l l o w s h i p  and service when w e  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  talk a n d  t h i n k  and  work 
t o g e t h e r  i n  s u c h  an a t m o s p h e r e .  

S p e a k i n g  of  g r o w t h  a n d  u n i t y ,  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r e a s  h a v e  h a d  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  amou.it o f  t h i s  1.n t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o r  t w o .  WHY? 

F r a n k l y ,  the a n s w e r  is not t o o  h a r d  t o  come b y .  Because  of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  miny  o f  these & r e a s - - s ~ c h  a s  B r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e ,  Germany, e t c . ,  t: 

e i t h e r  had v e r y  ; . i t t l e  o r  - no e x p o s u r e  from GTA--they h a v e  r e a l l y  been  ~ r m -  
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i n g  i n  membersh ip ,  i n  f i n a n c i a l  income a n d  i n  u n i t y  arid b r o t h e r h o o d  N U C I  
?.IOR;i: t h a n  many a reas  i n  t h e  U.S. O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  e x p o s e d  t o  t n e  
l i b e r a l i s m ,  p l a y b o y i s m  a n d  sub t l e  s p i r i t  of s e l f - w i l l  and  r e b e l l i o n  wh ich  
was s p r e a d  so much from GTA- and  a n w b e r  of  h i s  p r e s e n t  f o l l o w e r s  o v e r  t h e  
l a s t  f e w  y e a r s .  The t 'Fut-doWns' ' ,  t h e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  and  a c c u s a t i o n s  
e x p r e s s e d  so  o f t e n  i n  m a y  a r e a s  o f  t h e  U . S .  s i m p l y  NEVER REACHED many of 
r, y i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a reas  i? A u s t r a l i a ,  :Jew Z e a l a n d ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  S o u t h  
Afr;ca, etc. O r ,  some 0 these neqa.;ive " v i b e s "  did r e a c h  t h o s e  s h o r e s ,  
the.: w e r e  so  dimi.r . isb-ed by  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  a r r i v e d  t h a t  it had v e r y  l i t t l e  
o r  -0 e f f e c c - - e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  w e  had p o s i t i v e ,  l o y a l  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
l e a u e r s  ir, t -hese  a r e a s  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  s a c h  g a r b a q e !  

- 

There 'o re ,  G o d  i s  B L E S S I N G  Tany of  t h e s e  a r e a s  ncw--and h a s  b e e n  for 
t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s  eTJen d u r i n g  a t i m e  of  s t a g n a t i o n  h e r e  i n  t h e  U.S. T h a t  
i s  WHY B r i t a i n ,  I i e w  Z e a l a n d ,  a n d  some of t h e s e  a reas  are  g rowing  1 5  t o  205  
a y e a r  a n d  t h e  oveI.wnelming number o f  o u r  b r e t h r e n  t h e r e  a r e  l o y a l  a n d  
s o l i d  a n d  u n t r o u b l e d  by  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  g a r b a g e  wh ich  h a s  
b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o  f l o w  a r o u n d  so f r e e l y  i n  c e r t a i n  U . S .  c h u r c h  a reas .  

~- 

L e t ' s  a l l  b a c k  o f f  f rom o u r  immedia t e  s i t u a t i o n  f rom t i m e  t o  t i m e  and  
see t h i s  3IG P I C T U R E !  

F r a n k l y ,  f e l l o w s ,  t h e  t i m e  f o r  " f e n c e - s i t t i n g "  is OVER. I POW want  
t o  ask e v e r y  one of  you t o  g e t  SOLIDLY b e h i n d  Yr. H e r b e r t  Arms t rong  and  
triis Kork and  t o  convey  t h a t  t o  y o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  i n  d e f i n i t e ,  s p e c i f i c  
and e n t h u s i a s t i c  terms! Too many h a v e  s a t  o n  t h e  s i d e l i n e s  t o  " w a i t  and  
see" what  w i l l  happen .  Too many--by l a c k  of e n t h u s i a s m ,  hi,' r a i s e d  eyebrows 
and  q u e s t i o n i n g  looks  a n d  s u b t l y  p h r a s e d  n e g a t i v e  i n t i m a t i o n s - - h a v e  l e t  
t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  know a l l  t o o  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e y  a re  n o t  WHOLEFiEARTEDLY 
s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  God's a p o s t l e ,  Mr. H e r b e r t  A r m s t r o n g ,  o r  
t h i s  TJery Work o f  God. 

- 

3x5 t e l l s  ds: "Wha t soeve r  thy  hacd  f i n d e t h  t o  d o ,  do i t  w i t h  t h y  ~ - - -  
mi r r n  i * & ' L . .  - . . ( I  p E r c .  9:10). 

SLre, w e  know t n a t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ,  u p s e t s  and  con- 
L . 7 - .  ; , , i cns .  But  t h a t  t i m e  s h o u l d  now b e  o v e r .  A l o y a l  a n d  c l e a n  a n d  d e d i c a t e d  
1 'ea:"el- - - s l . i p  r,' i t  F a s a u e n a  i s  now b a c k i n g  God 's  a p o s t l e  a n d  t h e  Work a n d  Church  
:_.. ~ - P 7  ..\,:?..;7 to q~ f c m a r d .  L e t ' s  a l l  b e  s u r e  t h a t  w e  do o u r  p a r t s  w i t h  EY- . - -. 
--...-- ~ A.a-~2 . .?S: , :  j o i n  i n  t h i s  g r o w t h  a n d  show God a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  u n d e r  o u r  c h a r g e  
:., ~ 2 1- 2 ;i .3 s t .3nd .  

? \ z a i T L ,  l e z ' s  become a Ee rven t lq -  p r a y i r , g  Church  ztr-d m i n i s t r y  a n d  k e e p  
I ,-  ye OR t h e  BIG PICTURE and  o n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  our  l i v i n g  Head and. S a l r i o r .  

With C h r i s t i a n  l o v e ,  

R o d e r i c k  C .  M e r e d i t h  W I  

- ,< - 
~ s . 5 .  . ; G ~ R  2 r o k s  h a s  askecj, ne t o  add a n o t e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  m.embers 
t o  o p e r z t e  s ~ ~ y d  s y s t e m s  a t  e a c h  of  t h e  f e s t i v a l  s i t e s  t h i s  y e a r .  P l e a s e  
announce  -L?iis n e e d  tqc y o x r  c o n g r e g a t i o r , ~ .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  any  members who a re  
q u a l i f i e 6  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  p l e a s e  ha7,Te them w r i t e  t o  X r .  P r o h s  w i t h  t h e i r  s o ~ n d  
systerr: e x F e r i e n c e  b a e k q r o a n d ,  acicjress a n d  t e l e p h o n e  number.  h i s  % d r e s s  is I 

j o h n  P r o h s ,  3 0 0  West Green  S t . ,  P a s a d e n a ,  CA 9 1 1 2 3 .  
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.~~)I'&XTAGES AND PITFALLS OF E0US.E S U Y I N G  - 

W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  some h e l p f l l l  torments i n  r e s p o n s s  to t h e  t w o  a r t i c l e s  o n  
t r a n s f e r s  a n d  c o s t  of l i v i n g  iri t h e  J u n e  2 5  a n d  J u l y  2 P a s t o r ' s  R e p o r t s .  
We a p l ; r e c i a t e  t h e  i n p u t  t h a t  has been  s e n t  i n  and welcome any  of you  who 
would l i k e  to, t o  s e n d  i r .  any  i d e a s  0% i n f o r m a . t i o n  t h a t  you fee l  s h o u l d  be 
e o n s i d e r e d .  This L J G U ~ S  k1ei.p :is i n  w::it ing a n y t h i n 9  in t h e  f u t u r e  on  t h i s  
s i - ikjoct  by p i n p o i n t i n q  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  of i n t e r e s t  a n d  c o n c e r n .  

One 1mpi;r tant  a rea  t h a t  n e e d s  to b e  a d - d r e s s e d  i s  t h e  b u y i n g  a n d  s e l l i n g  of  
h o u s e s  by t h o s e  i n  t5e LFielc! m i n i s t r y  A h o u s e  i s  a inajor i n v e s t m e n t .  A s  
i n  any i n v e s t m e n t ,  t h e  s-reater t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r e t u r n  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  r i s k  i s  
l i k e l y  t o  be.  R e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  are  no e x c e p t i o n  a n d  f o r  t h e  min- 
i s t r y  t h e  r i s k s  i n h e r e n t  i n  b u y i n g  homes can be e v e n  Treater t h a n  normal  
due t o  t h e  p e r i o d i c  r e q u i r e m e n t  to t r a n s f e r  f rom o n e  area t o  a n o t h e r .  

AS expj-aineci  i n  p s s  t o r i 1  I n s t r u c t i o n  4 . 3 . 4  c o v e r i m y  r e l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  
Church  w i l l  t r y  t o  l e a v e  a man i n  ar?. 3rea f o r  a minimum OF f o u r  y e a r s .  i iow- 
ever,  t h i s  i s  not a:!ways possible. T h e  C h u r c h ' s  c u r r e n t  p o l i c y  i s  t o  e x t e n d  
s p e c i a l  h e l p  t o  t h o s e  who are  r e q u i r e d  to move b e f o r e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  i n  
a n  area f o u r  y e a r s .  In t h e  future, we may be a b l e  t o  expand  r e l o c a t i o n  
b e n e f i t s ;  b u t  o u r  p o l i c y  ; * T i l l  n e v e r  c o v e r  all p o s s i b l e  losses. A s t u d y  i s  
now b e i n g  done  t o  see ?.f' c h a n g e s  s h o u l d  be made i n  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  p o l i c y .  
V a r i o u s  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  deal w i t h  t h e  p rob lems  are b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  d e t e r -  
mine what  w o u l d  b e  t b e  mos t  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i c y - - c o n s i d e r i n g  b o t h  t h e  n e e d s  
of those S i e n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  a-id t -he cos-ts to t h e  Work. 

Z:;efi with a n  i 2 e a l  r e l o c a t i o n  p o l i c y ,  b u y i n g  a h o u s e  is s t i l l  g o i n g  t o  ze- 
p i - e s e n t  s o m e  d e g r e e  of r i s k ,  Anyone who b u y s  a h o u s e  must be w i l l i n 5  t o  
perso2ally s h o u l d e r  t h a t  r i s k  7.r Forcr3~~0 d o i n g  sc.. The M i n i s t e r i a l  Hous ing  
A l l c w a n c e - - e s t a b l i s h e d  by t5e g w 7 e r n m e n t  t o  h e l p  m i n i s t e r s  who d o n '  t l i v e  

e s p e z i a ?  ! ~ - i  t r i i e  fc;: cr;l,ss bviyir,g s. hc e s i n c e  t h e  m o r t g a q e  i n t e r e s t  ex- 
p e n s e  2.311 l e q a i  L , 7  b3 Ceducted.  twice from t a x a b l e  income--once as  a p a r t  of 
t h e  k o ; d s i n s  ? . i i ? v ~ a n c e  ar,d a s e c o n d  t i m e  as i n t e r e s t  e x p e n s e .  The dollar 
vai~xe 0 5  th2.s  t z x  break n a s  b e e n  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  c a l c u l a t e d  a t  S 1 , O O c )  p e r  
y e a r  f o , r  the a v e r a g e  m i n i s t e r  ~ h o  owns a home. T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d o e s  enab3.e 
th? :Y-LLS?:-: ,a asszme a scmewhat quza-zer r i s k  il? t h e  h .ous ing  m a r k e t .  T h e  
.--s sz.:-.-irtgs cccid a l so  be c o n s i d e r e d .  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  ;;he 
i,;.ss i n c x r r e c !  by h a v i n g  t o  move e v e r y  4-6 y e a r s .  

i n  3 ?a---"> L2u:Laqe- -does  ; i v e  t h e  minFsr_ry a s izab! .e  t a x  b r e a k .  T h i s  i ! s  

- .  

- .  

-I &,-.:z : ~ r , ~ e n t  35 all t h i s  i s n ' - t  t o  s a y  m i r i i s t e r s  s n o u l d n ' t  buy homes s i n c e  

would l i k e  t o  s o u n d  a n o t e  of c a u t i o n  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  r i s k s  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  
h ~ r w  b q . i n 3 ,  

L,, . -  - r  -;.::s t i m e  of i n f l a - c i o n  i-k c a n  b e  a v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  i n v e s t m e n t ,  b u t  w e  

S+T.,.~Z-L!:L ~ . ' : . : s t z r s  have s i l f f e r e d  r a t h e r  s e v e r e  l o s s e s  i n  t h e  h o u s i n g  m a r k e t .  
A few ;e,n,eral p o i n t s  from them may h e l p  you  a v o i d  s i m i l a r  p r o b l e m s ,  I n  
b u y i n g  a h o u s e ,  s e - - i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  n e e d s  t o  be g i v e n  t o  i t s  fLi.ture 
s a l a b i i i t y .  A hciuse d o e s n ' t  h a v e  to be a m u l t i t o w e r e d  s t e n e  c a s i s  w i t h  
nod+_ and  drawbridge l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  a moun ta in  t o  be harder  t h a n  no r -  
n a i  t o  se1-1. Such t h i n g s  as ar! awkward f l o o r  p l a n  o r  a n o n s t a n d h r d  archi-  
t e c t u r a l  desi,g;;l, e t c .  , c a n  s u b s t a n t < . a l l y  a f f e c t  s a l a b i l i t y .  Even khough yo:i 
zay be 2 b l e  a n ?  x i l l i n g  t o  p u t  up w i t h  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  o t h e r s  m a y  n o t  
be w i i l l n q  t o  30 s o .  S u c h  a home i s  a p o o r  i n v e s t m e n t .  
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It i s  a l w a y s  best  t o  buy a home w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  i r ,  mind c f  how i t  w i l l  
s e l l .  Also, w i t h  t h e  p r i c e  of  g a s c ; l i n e  g o i n g  LIP, l o c a t i o n s  d i s t a n t  from 
t o w n s p  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r s ,  a n d  u s u a i  p l a c e s  of employment may b e  less  a t t r a c -  
t i v e .  A h o u s e  t h a t  i s  t h e  m o s t  e x p e n s i v e  o n e  i n  t h e  b l o c k  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a 
p c o r  i n v e s t x e n t .  Such  a h o m e  w i i i  n o t  h o l d  o r  i n c r e a s e  i t s  v a l u e  as 
w e l i  a s  t h e  h o u s e s  a r o u n d  i t .  Whi l e  i t  t e n d s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  value of  t h e  
h o u s e s  a r o u n d  i t ,  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  h o u s e s  t e n d  t o  d e p r e s s  i t s  v a l u e .  

AnoL-her p rob lem i n  s e l l i n g  i s  secci-!ig a r e a l i s t i c  p r i c e .  I n  a u s u a l  h c u s i n g  
 ma.^ e t ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  p r i c e  t h e  q-jrezter t h e  pe r ioc !  of t i m e  i t  w i l l  l i k e l y  
t a k e  t o  s e l l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h ~  tirr.e a c - a i l a b l e  for s z l l i n g  a h o u s e  n e e d s  to 
be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  s e t t i n g  a p r i c e .  I t  1s b e s t  t o  b e  ab le  to  s e l l  y o u r  h o u s e  
b e f o r e  you nove .  A v a c a n t  h o u s e  does n o t  s e l l  as w e l l  as one  b e i n g  l i v e d  
i n .  Also, t h e  r i s k  o f  v a n d a l i s m  and  n a i n t e n a n c e  p r o b l e m s  i n c r e a s e s  sub-  
s t a n t i a l l y .  The n o r n a l  r i s k s  r e s i i l ' i i n $  f rom char.qes i n  z a r k e t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
b o t h  i n  p r i c e  and  demand, n e e d  t o  be k.3P.t i n  mind as  w e l l .  

W e ' i l  h a v e  more t o  s a y  l a t e r  o n  tile s u b j e c t s  of  t r a n s f e r s ,  l i v i n g  c o s t s ,  
a n d  h o u s i n g  a s  w e  d e v e l o p  i n f o r x a t i s n ,  I f  any of you h a v e  s p e c i f i c  t o p i c s  
you f e e l  s h o u l d  b e  C i i scussez ,  o r  wan': t o  see a s p e c i f i c  v i e w p o i n t  d i s c u s s e d  
sr c l a r i f i e d ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know. 

--Ted H e r l o f s o n ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

CHURCi! TILES SLJIT TO RECOVER DOCJI42NTS 

Church  a t t o r n e y s  h a v e  moved s w i f t l y  t o  p r e p a r e  and  file 3. Lawsu i t  t o  r e c o v e r  
s t o l e n  documents  i n  t h e  A t t o r n e y  General's p o s s e s s i o n .  Ls r e p o r t e d  l a s t  
week,  t n e  s t a t e  h a d  r e s i s t e d  i n  c o u r t  a l l  of o u r  a t t o r n e y s '  e f f o r t s  t o  
o b t 3 i n  3 l i s t  3f t h e  documents  i t  p o s s e s s e d  u n t i l  f o r c e d  by c o u r t  o r d e r  t o  
ac, sc. The Church f i l e d  t h i s  lawsuit .Thursday,  J a l y  l l t h ,  i n  P a s a d e n a  
S u ~ e r i o r  C o u r t  ( w h e r e a s  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a s t i o n  a a a i n s t  t h e  Ch?Jrch was i n i t i a t e d  
ir; tlie 3 s  A n c e i e s  S u p e r i o r  C C ; J r t j  "!r. J a c k  Kessler, of the o u t s i d e  
accs.Lr:Ci;iy fir2 €or  t h e  Chcrch, w i i i  also b e  f i l i n g  a s u i t  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  
cf n x i d r o d s  cf documents  which  w e r e  r e n o v e d  from h i s  o f f i c e  i n  C e n t u r y  C i t y  
1;. r . ; v - . -  -Li Jan;;C:,--v. 

I .. ,- . .  -. 1 -u=.te: F o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  a r - 2  :le wh ich  a p p e a r e d  i n  last S a t u r d a y ' s  
', 14th) P a s a d e n a  S t a r - S e w s .  I i n c l u d e s  e x c e r p t s  of :.iost 0 2  c2. l e t t e r  

c i ~  c.5 C h u r c h e s ,  urcj ing t h e  Z D L r t  t o  a c c e p t  G u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  a h e a r i n g  

..- . 1 
-. t -.. _ -  i'. Z a l i f c r n i a  S u p r e x e  C o u r t  Czcr~. 2 l a w  f i r ? .  r s F r c s e n t i n . ;  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

. _  

* _ _  7~ r?e  -. S t a t e ' s  case acair,st t h e  Z11:,1rch. T h i s  l e t t e r  shows t h e  k i n 6  of  
z , - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  S o d ' s  Church  -- d e s e r v e s ,  ar,d t h e  N a t i o n a l  Council .  of Churches  i s  w i l l -  - . , r . - - - r +  

::.:T; ksy  ? a r a ? r a p h s  of  ?Is. Z o h a n s e n ' s  l e t t z r  w e r e  n o t  q u o t e d  i n  t h e i r  
k ~ t  r-b..--;( ;r, che Stzr-Xews a r t i c l e ,  t n e r e f o r e  f o i l o w i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e  w e  have  
1?.~-~ctd!3 ~ 5 - e  e n t i r e  t e x t  o f  t n e s e  t i . i D  p a r a q r a p h s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of our  
c p  z r s . 
i;y th€ c4 ;;I, L( r t h o s e  b.10 ma:/ wonder w h a t  a n  -~ amicus  c u r i a e  ( m e n t i o n e d  i n  
XS. . , ~ h ~ i r s e n ' s  le- , terj  i s ,  b r i e f l y  s t ~ t e d  i t  vezins a " f r i e n d  o f  t h e  c o u r t . "  
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Church me ed 
By DICK LLOYD 
.%ff writer 

The N a t i o n a l  Counci l  a% 
Churches is supporting a g m p  of 
members of the Pasadena-based 
Worldwide Church of God whs 
are seeking to intervene on be- 
half of the church to invalidate a 
sbte suit against the church. 

Represented by the law firm of 
Rosen, R e m h  yrd Henderson 
of San Francisco, the National 
Counci1.d Churches has asked 
the California Supreme Gwrt to 
grant the local church gmup a 
hearing and allow the inkmen- 
tion. 
The Iml church mnsbem, 

calling themselves .the Commit- 
tee for Defense of Religious 
Freedom, last February were  
denfed permission is enter the 
case to seek an  end to the receiv- 
ership placed upon them by the 
Superior Cwrt. 

A t  the time, Judge Fahert I. 
Woil said that the grotq, whose 
lead plaintiff is Fred G. L a p ,  
was not seeking any relief rnrl 
already sought by the church's 
a1t.orneq.s on several prw~ious 
occasions. 

.%.ctim by the NCC represents a 
Si .ggif tC3i i t  breakthrough ior. t.w 
Wcriowide C t u  -I I x h i c , i  32s 
sought assis:,irc.2 f: 3231 
relipow orgar,izations in 
agsi.:st the suit tha i  chdr3ea 
em.. .cd kdders ~ 6 t h  misuse of 
t.hS?& f;:ms, 

T?P SCC is a . eligims coopera- 
live agency of 32 national Chris- 
tian relrgious bodies with a total 
rnerrktrship si mote than 40 
niil ion persons. 
"The N a t i o n a l  Counci l  of 
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~ o o ~ , n o t e :  The l e t t e r  '3y 14s. J a h a n s e n  was r e c e i v e d  by the Cali:lrorn.ia 
Scpreme C o u r t  02 J ~ l . l y  3 r d  and  the chu~ch's p e t i t i o n  was t h e n ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  
d e c i e d  b y  t h e  C O I J L ~ . ~  t b . e  5.th;. 

D ~ S  k82 k h e  c o u i - t ' ~  irivol-vemen-t i n  t h e  p u b l i c  h e z r i n c j s  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  
c o n ~ ~ i ~ : s F ~ n  on  j a d i c i a l  P e r f o r m s n c e ,  ar1.d t h e  fact t h a t  t h e  ho l i day  of t h e  
F o u r t h  o f  J u l y  i n t e r v e n e d ,  w e  cannot b e  sure t h a t  t h e  c o i x t  had t i m e  -to 
r e a d  the l e t t e r  o r  e v e n  g i v e  any cons ide ra t io?  t o  i t .  

- 

-- 

F'.. ,. >. s ~ a r t e r s  :I:. Arms t rong  t a p e d  more t h a n  t w o  hours w o r t h  of q u e s t i o n s  and 
5 r . ~ ~ i e r s ~  T h i s  new se r i e s  ? J i l l  be t o p i c  o r i e n t e d  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  LWQ t o p i c s  
cciri.e< were 1 . 2 ~  government--  "Which S h a l l  W e  O b e y - - C i ~ ~ i l  C-overnrren-t O r  God Is? I' 

+_kL2 L i n e s  ~f Nr- Armstrong's a r t i c l e  i n  l a s t  weeks ?astor's R e p o r t )  
i s s i d e  Look i n t a  41;. P - r m s  t r o n g ' s  p e r s o n a l  p L e e t i n g s  w i t h  w o r l d  l e a d e r s .  

axs  s h o u l d  b e  a i r i n g  zn t h e  s ta t icr ,s  s t a r t i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  m i d d l e  
;t zo t h e  f i r s t  week of Sept.ernber. T w c  weeks ago, Mr. Arms t rong  

I v i d e o t a p i n q  t w o  Feast m e s s a y e s ,  one for t h e  o p e n i n g  F r i d a y  
sssion, a n d  then a n o t h e r  for t h e  k e y n o t e  s e r m o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  morn ing  
:eas!:. T h i s  y e a r  h e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  se rmons  f r o z  his home w i t h  a srnal.1 

ac3inn.e s i t t i n g  i.n front o f  him be tween  t h e  cameras, w h e r e a s  l a s t  y e a r  14:. 
s tronq t a p e d  his ?'east  ;xessage a t  t h . e  A u d i .  t o r i u n  P e!vl. s e r v i c e s .  

_ -  ;,e a . 7 ~  ?,ow i~ t h e  p r o c e s s  of  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  t a p e s  to be t r a x s f e r r e d  t o  film. 
T k i s  :;s3r 'V-L wi l ! .  b e  s e n d i n ?  aa2 a b o u t  79 c o p i e s  w o r l d w i d e .  
C r i 3 a y  n 1 q n . t  we;.cane x e s s a g e  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i f t e e n  rnir ,utes  in l e n g t h  a n 2  

n  he o p e n i n g  
, .  

+~ c.:- .-. 63 'K k. ;, r, - - .<  - -- seriricn i s  abczc. .!.5 n i n u t e s .  T f  all gzcs well the f i l m s  w j . 1 1  
si;iFped tc all o : , ~ e r s e a ~  Feas t  s i t e s  d u r i n g  the second week c ~ f  P.ugust.  
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A s  a f i n a l  reminder ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  send t h o s e  F e s t i v a l  a d d r e s s e s  
t o  Sherwin McMichael and/or  Rod Matthews by J u l y  21 SO you w i l l  be  able t o  
r e c e i v e  t h e  f i l m s  of M r .  Armstrong 's  moving F e a s t  messages. 

--Larry Omasta, T e l e v i s i o n  P roduc t ion  

P . T .  NEWSSTAND EFFECTIVENESS 

I ' v e  mentioned several t i m e s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  what a g r e a t  j o b  a l l  P l a i n  
Truth Newsstand co -o rd ina to r s  a r e  doing.  Month i n  and month o u t  t h e  unsung 
he roes  o f  t h e  newsstand program keep p lugging  away. I t  i s  s t i l l  our  m o s t  
v a l u a b l e  program i n  terms of  g a i n i n g  new r e a d e r s  o f  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e .  

W e  must always be  t r y i n g  t o  improve o u r  newsstand response  by b e i n g  aware 
of  waste or  s a t u r a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  by  t h e  magazines n o t  be ing  p icked  up from 
one month t o  t h e  o t h e r .  With cost e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  mind, Boyd Leeson 
r e c e n t l y  p u t  some f i g u r e s  t o g e t h e r  f o r  m e  t h a t  shows t h a t  a s imple  one 
p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  response  from o u r  newsstand program means t h a t  w e  spend 
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0  less p e r  month t o  ma in ta in  o u r  p r e s e n t  level  of r e sponses .  T h i s  
means t h a t  eve ry  l i t t l e  e f f o r t  t h a t  t h e  newsstand teams can make t o  improve 
t h e i r  local response  r e a l l y  pays o f f .  With t h i s  i n  mind w e  are working on 
a t o t a l l y  new program t o  h e l p  t h o s e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  improve t h e  hand l ing  of 
t h e i r  P l a i n  Tru th  a l l o c a t i o n s .  More on t h a t  l a te r .  

- 

J u s t  m e t  w i t h  Frank Brown, who i s  i n  town f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference.  
I t ' s  going  t o  be a busy week f o r  everybody. W e  a r e  p r e p a r i n g  f i l m  f o r  
a European v e r s i o n  of  t h e  I n t r o d u c t o r y  P.T., which w e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  s o m e  
l e n g t h .  

--Roger L ippross ,  P u b l i s h i n g  Services 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

MR. CARTER'S CALL TO ARMS I N  THE "ENERGY W A R " :  I n  h i s  m o s t  emot iona l  speech 
t o  d a t e ,  P r e s i d e n t  Ca r t e r ,  on Sunday evening J u l y  15 ,  cal led upon t h e  
American people  t o  "commit o u r s e l v e s  t o  a r e b i r t h  of t h e  American s p i r i t , "  
and s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t o  "win t h e  w a r  on t h e  energy problem" and r e scue  t h e  
n a t i o n  f r o m  i t s  bondage t o  f o r e i g n  o i l  producers ,  who now supply  n e a r l y  h a l f  
of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  o i l .  "Energy w i l l  be t h e  immediate t e s t  of  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  
u n i t e  t h e  na t ion . "  

React ion both  a t  home and abroad t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  n a t i o n a l l y  t e l e v i s e d  
a d d r e s s ,  and h i s  t w o  follow-up speeches  t h e  n e x t  day i n  Kansas C i t y  and 
D e t r o i t ,  g e n e r a l l y  can be summed up t h i s  way: long  on emotions b u t  s h o r t  
and r epe t i t i ve  on s p e c i f i c s .  

The P r e s i d e n t  a c t u a l l y  gave t w o  speeches on Sunday, t h e  f i r s t  one be ing  an 
impass iona te  p l e a  f o r  moral r e su rgence  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  as a whole--though very  
s h o r t  on s p e c i f i c s  h e r e  a s  w e l l .  H e  probed no causes  and gave no  s o l u t i o n s ,  
choosing on ly  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  symptoms o f  A m e r i c a ' s  post-Vietnam, pos t -  
Watergate  ma la i se .  These symptoms of A m e r i c a ' s  "crisis of confidence" are 
everywhere,  h e  s a i d :  "For  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  people  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  w i l l  be worse than  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  .... There 
i s  growing d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  government, f o r  t h e  churches,  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  news 
media and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  
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Though some observers s a i d  M r .  C a r t e r  " sounded  l i k e  a B a p t i s t  p r e a c h e r "  
g i v i n g  t h e  t y p e  of  campaign "sermon" t h a t  won him one  p r i m a r y  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  
on h i s  road t o  t h e  Whi t e  House ,  he d i d n ' t  a d d r e s s  t h e  r e a l  moral a n d  
s p i r i t u a l  crises a f f e c t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n  which  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  l i f t i n g  
of God's b l e s s i n g s  f r o m  i t - - t h e  s h o c k i n g  d ivorce  and  i l l e g i t i m a c y  rates, 
t h e  morass o f  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  a d d i c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  among t h e  younq,  t h e  
a b o m i n a b l e  c r i m e  s t a t i s t i c s  ( o n  an upward swing  now a g a i n )  as  w e l l  as t h e  
t i d a l  wave of s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  which  r u n s  c o u n t e r  t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  G o d .  
Y r .  C a r t e r  appealed t o  f o r  h e l p  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  his s p e e c h .  All s u c h  r e a l  
cr ises  l a y  o u t s i d e  t h e  p u r v i e w  of h i s  33-minute  a d d r e s s .  

Yr- C a r t e r  c o u n s e l l e d  t h e  American p e o p l e  t o  " h a v e  f a i t h " - - b u t  n o t  i n  God. 
I n s t e a d ,  h e  s a i d ,  " W e  s i m p l y  mus t  have f a i t h  i n  each o t h e r ,  faith i n  our 
a b i l i t y  t o  g o v e r n  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  f a i t h  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . "  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  a l s o  
s p o k e  a "smooth t h i n g "  (see I s a i a h  30:lO) when h e  a p p e a l e d :  "Whenever you  
h a v e  a c h a n c e ,  s a y  something good a b o u t  o u r  c o u n t r y . "  

Government t o  t h e  Rescue  

The P r e s i d e n t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  " i so l a t ed  w o r l d  o f  Washington"  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  
" t h e  gap  be tween  o u r  c i t i z e n s  a n d  o u r  government  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  so w i d e . "  

Y e t ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  t o  be t h e  government  wh ich  will r e s c u e  t h e  n a t i o n  
from i t s  e n e r g y  dilemma. The P r e s i d e n t  c a l l ed  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a n  
Energy  S e c u r i t y  C o r p o r a t i o n  as w e l l  a s  a n  Energy  M o b i l i z a t i o n  Board. The 
l a t t e r  would c u t  t h r o u g h  red tape- -government  red tap2 g e n e r a t e d  by con- 
f l i c t i n g  government  a g e n c i e s - - t o  o r d e r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  e n e r g y  projects  s u c h  
as r e f i n e r i e s  a n d  p ipe  l i n e s .  

I n  r e s p o n s e ,  a v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  of Mobil C o r p o r a t i o n  s a i d :  " I t ' s  s o r t  of a n  
i r o n y  t h a t  w e  n e e d  a g o v e r n m e n t - c r e a t e d  b o a r d  t o  b r e a k  gove rnmen t  bo t t le -  
n e c k s . "  An o f f i c i a l  of G e t t y  O i l  added: ''It's i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  you  have t o  
create  a whole new b u r e a c r a c y  j u s t  t o  sweep up a f t e r  t h e  o l d  o n e . "  

T h e  new l a y e r  o f  b u r e a c r a c y  i s  t o  p r e s i d e  o v e r  a t e n - y e a r  c r a s h  p rogram t o  
p r o d u c e  a l t e r n a t e  a n d  s y n t h e t i c  f u e l  s o u r c e s ,  a n d  w i l l  be--at $ 1 4 2  b i l l i o n - -  
t h e  "most  massive commitment of f u n d s  i n  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  h i s t o r y , "  s a id  M r .  
C a r t e r .  N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  money w i l l  be ra i sed  by  t a x i n g  t h e  so-called "wind- 
f a l l  p r o f i t s "  o f  t h e  o i l  compan ies .  

T h e  p r e s i d e n t  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  American p u b l i c  t o  r a l l y  a r o u n d  him i n  u n i s o n  
t o  win t h e  e n e r g y  w a r ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l l  t o o  c lear  t h a t  u n l i k e  World War 11, 
i n  which  t h e  government  m o b i l i z e d  r e s o u r c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  War P r o d u c t i o n  
aoard,  t h e r e  is n o  c l e a r l y  p e r c e i v e d  enemy. Many p e o p l e  blame "Big  O i l "  
f o r  t h e  gas shor tages ,  o t h e r s  ( a n d  m o r e  c o r r e c t l y )  B ig  Government ,  w i t h  i t s  
h a m - s t r i n g i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  m a r k e t .  And now t h e  government  i s  t r y i n g  
t o  f o c u s  t h e  blame away f rom i t s e l f  a n d  almost s o l e l y  on  OPEC. 

F a r  f r o m  a u n i f i e d  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e  a m b i t i o u s  new e n e r g y  program is bound t o  
d i v i d e  t h e  n a t i o n  e v e n  f u r t h e r .  An a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  t o  s t r i p - m i n e  t h e  coal  
from Montana a n d  t h e  sha le  o i l  f r o m  C o l o r a d o  is bound t o  anger e n v i r o n -  
m e n t a l i s t s .  P ro t r ac t ed  c o u r t  b a t t l e s  w i l l  e n s u e .  And those c o n c e r n e d  
o v e r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  a case when i t  comes t o  t h e  ma t t e r  of 
s y n t h e t i c  f u e l  p r o d u c t i o n .  The c o s t  i s  immense, b o t h  i n  d o l l a r s  a n d  i n  t h e  
i J p a c t  upon l a n d  a n d  water .  
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" S y n f u e l "  p r o d u c t i o n  froin s h a l e  a n d  coal  would demand immense amoun t s  of 
water  ( 2  t o  3 bar re l s  for e v e r y  b a r r e i  o f  s h a l e  oil) from t w o  of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
mos t  water-s tarved r e g i o n s ,  the Colorado Rive r  B a s i n  a n d  t h e  N o r t h e r n  Grea t  
P l a i n s .  Making o n e  m i i l i a 1  bar re l s  of o i l  f r o m  shale a d a y ,  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  
a n  e i g h t h  of t h e  c u r r e n t  o i l  imporZS, would  r e q u i r e  moving a b i l l i o n  t o n s  
of r o c k  a n d  r e s i d u e  e a c h  y e a r ,  r o u g h l y  t h e  s a m e  amount of m a t e r i a l  e x c a v a t e d  
i n  the b u i l d i n g  of t h e  Panama C a n a l ,  

T h e  new f e d e r a l  e n e r g y  s u p e r - b o d i e s  w i l l  a l s o  do c o n s t a n t  b a t t l e  w i t h  s t a t e  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s ,  s u c h  a s  those  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  wh ich  d o n ' t  w a n t  m o r e  
r e f i n e r i e s  o r  i n t e r s t a t e  p i p e l i n e s  c r o s s i n g  t h e i r  I f  s o v e r e i g n "  s o i l .  

The push  for c o a l  w i l l  also c o s t  a d d i t i o n a l  b i 1 l i o r . s  for t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  
a n d  r e l o c a t i o n  of r z . i l r c a d  f a c i l i t i e s .  Then t h e r e  w i l l .  b e  t h e  p u s h  t o  
d e v e l o p  " c o a l - s l u r r y "  p i p e l i n e s ,  wh ich  t r a n s p o r t  a powdered -coa l  mush. 
These s y s t e m s  g u l p  p r o d i g i o u s  amounts  of w a t e r - - a g a i n  f rom t h e  d r i e s t  h a l f  
of the U .S. 

Thus t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  p l a n  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a m u l t i - b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  f i a s c o  and  
o n l y  f u r t h e r  s p l i t  a b a d l y  d i v i d e d  n a t i o n .  

F o r e i g n  R e a c t i o n :  Do l l a r  aown, Gold U p  

I t ' s  w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  f o r e i g n  r e a c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  economic ,  t o  t h e  a l l - o u t  
e n e r g y  push  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  n e c j a t i v e .  The d o l l a r  d e c l i n e d  a lmost  e v e r y w h e r e  
and  g o l d  zoomed up to  $ 2 9 2 . 8 7  an  o u n c e ,  a new a l l - t i m e  high, 

Througnou t  E u r o p e ,  o f f i c i a l  r e a c t i o n  to  t h e  s p e e c h  w a s  p o l i t e ,  b u t  news- 
p a p e r s  and  b a n k e r s  w e r e  o p e n l y  n e g a t i v e .  "The P r e s i d e n t  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s a y  
much,"  s a i d  a Z u r i c h  b a n k e r .  A n  I t a l i a n  b r o k e r  added:  " T h a t  speech w a s  
j u s t  2 pep  t a l k  t h a t  s o l v e d  n o t h i n g ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  why t h e  d o l l a r  f e l l . "  The  
goi.~ernor of t h e  Bank of Greece s a i d ,  b l u n t l y :  "What h e  announced  i s  n o t  
P , n G U q h .  'I 

T n e  Conmunis t  C h i z e s e  p a i d  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  mood o f  
t h e  a d d r e s s .  C h i n a ' s  o f f i c i a l  news agency  r e p o r t e d  t h e  s p e e c h  a t  l e n g t h - -  
menc ion iny  C a r t e r ' s  s e l f - c r i t i c a l  a c c o u n t  of  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d  h i s  mefi t ion 
o f  .zi:?erica's se l f -doubts  a b o u t  i t s  s e n s e  of p u r p o s e .  

A11 in a l l ,  few believe the n a t i o n  is in a m.ood to believe t h . a t  Mr. Carte:: 
h a s  the a n s w e r s  o r  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  l e a d  t h e  American p e o p l e  i n  t h e  " e n e r g y  
i13r. I f  

---Gene ti. Hogberg ,  N e w s  Bureau  
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MI?. - ARMSTRONG V I S I T S  S.E.P.  CAMPUS, B E G I N S  R E C O R D I N G  WATS L I N E  MESSAGES 

L a s t  S a b b a t h ,  J u l y  7 t h ,  M r .  Armstrong f l ew t o  O r r ,  Minnesota  t o  speak  t o  
t h e  t e e n a g e r s  a t t e n d i n g  S.E.P.  I t  w a s  M r .  A rms t rong ' s  f i r s t  v i s i t  s i n c e  
1 9 7 0 ,  and  h e  w a s  amazed a t  t h e  changes  which had  t a k e n  p l a c e  a t  t h e  O r r  
campus. A f t e r  a b r i e f  t o u r  of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  M r .  Armstrong w a s  warmly 
g r e e t e d  by  a l l .  S t u d e n t s  and a d u l t s  gave a s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n  of a p p r e c i a -  
t i o n  a s  M r .  Armstrong e n t e r e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  as w e l l  as when h e  g o t  on s t a g e .  
A l l  w e r e  a t t e n t i v e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  sermon, and  a t a p e  o f  M r .  A rms t rong ' s  
message i s  b e i n g  s e n t  o u t  t o  a l l  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  

M r .  Armstrong h a s  a l so  begun making t h e  WATS l i n e  t a p e d  messages so t h a t  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y  can  c a l l  i n  and h e a r  what  i s  g o i n g  on a t  head- 
q u a r t e r s .  The f i r s t  tape,  made on boa rd  t h e  G - I 1  d u r i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  
from O r r  l a s t  S a b b a t h ,  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  once-a-week news t a p e s  h e  w i l l  
b e  d c i n g .  A s  M r .  Armstrong f i n d s  t h e  t i m e ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  t a p e s  w i l l  become 
b i -weekly .  However, w i t h  M r .  Armstrong working h a r d e r  t h a n  e v e r ,  h i s  sched-  
u l e  may n o t  p e r m i t  t h e  "two-a-week" ser ies .  

CHURCH FILES SUIT  TO RECOVER DOCUMENTS 

Church a t t o r n e y s  have  moved s w i f t l y  t o  p r e p a r e  and f i l e  a l a w s u i t  t o  r e c o v e r  
s t o l e n  documents i n  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  p o s s e s s i o n .  A s  r e p o r t e d  l a s t  
week, t h e  s t a t e  had  r e s i s t e d  i n  c o u r t  a l l  o f  o u r  a t t o r n e y s '  e f f o r t s  t o  
o b t a i n  a l i s t  o f  t h e  documents i t  p o s s e s s e d  u n t i l  f o r c e d  by c o u r t  o r d e r  t o  
do so .  The Church f i l e d  t h i s  l a w s u i t  Thursday ,  J u l y  l l t h ,  i n  Pasadena  
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  (whereas  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Church was i n i t i a t e d  
i n  t h e  L o s  Angeles  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t ) .  M r .  J a c k  Kessler, of t h e  o u t s i d e  
a c c o u n t i n g  f i r m  f o r  t h e  Church,  w i l l  a l so  b e  f i l i n g  a s u i t  for t h e  r e t u r n  
o f  hundreds  o f  documents which were removed from h i s  o f f i c e  i n  Cen tu ry  C i t y  
i n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y .  

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF - CHURCHES SUPPORTS - W.C.G. I N  COURT CASE 

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :  Fo l lowing  i s  an  a r t i c l e  which appea red  i n  l a s t  S a t u r d a y ' s  
( J u l y  1 4 t h )  Pasadena  S t a r - N e w s .  I t  i n c l u d e s  e x c e r p t s  o f  m o s t  o f  a l e t t e r  
t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme C o u r t  from a l a w  f i r m  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Counc i l  o f  Churches ,  u r g i n g  t h e  c o u r t  t o  a c c e p t  o u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  a h e a r i n g  
i n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  case a g a i n s t  t h e  Church. T h i s  l e t t e r  shows t h e  k i n d  of 
s u p p o r t  God's  Church - d e s e r v e s ,  and  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  Churches i s  w i l l -  --- 
i n g  t o  g i v e  u s .  

The t w o  key p a r a g r a p h s  o f  M s .  J o h a n s e n ' s  l e t t e r  w e r e  n o t  q u o t e d  i n  t h e i r  
e n t i r e t y  i n  t h e  S t a r - N e w s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e r e f o r e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e  w e  have  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  e n t i r e  t e x t  o f  t h e s e  two p a r a g r a p h s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of o u r  
r e a d e r s .  

---- 

By t h e  way, f o r  t h o s e  who may wonder what  a n  amicus c u r i a e  (men t ioned  i n  
M s .  J o h a n s e n ' s  l e t t e r )  i s ,  b r i e f l y  s t a t e d  i t  means a " f r i e n d  of  t h e  c o u r t . "  
T h i s  i s  someone who i s  n o t  a p a r t y  t o  t h e  case t h e  c o u r t  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g ,  
b u t  who i s  s u b m i t t i n g  h i s  view o f  t h e  l a w  and  p e r h a p s  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t s  
which c o u l d  h e l p  t h e  judqe  r e a c h  a p r o p e r  judgment.  
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Church members supported 
By DICK LLOYD 
Staff Writer 

The N a t i o n a l  Council  of 
Churches is supporting a group of 
members of the Pasadena-based 
Worldwide Church of God who 
are seeking to intervene on be- 
half of the church to invalidate a 
state suit against the church. 

Represented by the law firm of 
Rosen, Remcho and Henderson 
of San Francisco, the National 
Council, of Churches has asked 
the California Supreme Court to 
grant the local church group a 
hearing and allow the interven- 
tion. 

The local church members, 
calling themselves the Commit- 
tee for Defense of Religious 
Freedom, last February were 
denied permission to enter the 
case to seek an end to the receiv- 
ership placed upon them by the 
Superior Court. 

A t  the time, Judge Robert I. 
Weil said that the group, whose 
lead plaintiff is Fred G. Lopez, 
was not seeking any relief not 
already sought by the church’s 
attorneys on several previous 
occasions. 

Action by the NCC represents a 
significant breakthrough for the 
Worldwide Church which has 
sought assistance from national 
religious organizations in its fight 
against the suit that charges 
church leaders with misuse of 
church funds. 

The NCC is a religious coopera- 
tive agency of 32 national Chris- 
tian religious bodies with a total 
membership of more than 40 
million persons. 

“The National Council of 

Churches supports their petition 
because it directly challenges the 
constitutionality of California 
Corporations Code Section 9505 
as  applied to religious groups 
organized as non-profit corpora- 
tions.” attorney Robin B. Johan- 
son wrote to the Supreme Court. 

“We urge you to accept this 
case for hearing in order to re- 
solve the fundamental questions 
which it raises about the proper 
role of the state in churrh af- 
fairs,” she‘said. 

If the Supreme Court grants 
the hearing, the NCC will file an 
an amicus curiae brief in support 
of the local church members, 
said Ms. Johanson. 

The attorney, general claims 
that the church as a non-profit 
charitable organization falls 
under the aegis of the California 
Corporations Code and therefore 
the attorney general’s office has 
the authority to assure that char- 
itable trusts, such as churches, 
educational institutions and the 
like, collect and spend money 
according to their own articles of 
incorporation. 

But the NCC claims that the 
state has violated the canstitu- 
tional rights of the church. 

“The NCC is deeply concerned 
about the serious invasions of 
First Amendment freedom that 
have occurred in the’worldwide 
Church of God receivership pro- 
ceedings,” said Ms. Johanson. 
“Quite frankly, the National 
Council has never before encoun- 
tered such a sustained and de- 
structive governmental assault 

on religious freedom. 
“The crux of the state’s argu- 

ment appears to be that by incor- 
porating as a religious non-profit 
corporation, the church thereby 
waived its basic First Amend- 
ment rights, as well ’as its right 
to claim the clergy-penitent and 
a ttorneyclient privileges,” said 
Ms. Jobanson. 

She continued, “The state’s 
argument that it has not violated 
any constitutional protections 
apparently ignores the fact that 
the receiver has fired church 
employees, scrutinized church 
records, including membership 
lists and confidential communi- 
cations, and intercepted and 
stopped a communication from 
the pastor to the church’s mem- 
bership worldwide.” 

She said also that the state and 
the trial court erroneously con- 
tend that “It is the prerogatike of 
the courts to determine whether 
a mat ter  is ecclesiastical as 
opposed to business or financial 
in nature, thus coming with-in the 
receiver’s jurisdiction and con- 
trol.’’ 

Since many f the religious 

as religious non-profit corpora- 
tions, the NCC has a vital inter- 
e s t  in the case of the s t a t e  
against the Worldwide Church of 
God, Ms. Johanson claims. 

The Committee for Defense of 
Religious Freedom has asserted 
it is independent of the church 
and seeks redress on its own 
apart from the defense paid for 
by the church. 

bodies in the N 8 C are organized 

The N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  of Churches  i s  d e e p l y  conce rned  a b o u t  t h e  s e r i o u s  
i n v a s i o n s  of  F i r s t  Amendment f reedom t h a t  have  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  Worldwide 
Church o f  God r e c e i v e r s h i p  p r o c e e d i n g s .  Q u i t e  f r a n k l y ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  h a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e  e n c o u n t e r e d  such  a s u s t a i n e d  and d e s t r u c t i v e  
governmenta l  a s s a u l t  on r e l i g i o u s  freedom. The C h u r c h ’ s  r e p o r t s  of t h e  
S t a t e ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s  would be a l m o s t  u n b e l i e v a b l e  w e r e  t h e y  n o t  s u p p o r t e d  i n  
full by c o u r t  t r a n s c r i p t s  and  w r i t t e n  documents .  

The c r u x  of t h e  S t a t e ’ s  argument  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h a t  by i n c o r p o r a t i n g  as  a 
r e l i g i o u s  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  Worldwide Church of G o d  t h e r e b y  waived  
i t s  b a s i c  F i r s t  Amendment r i g h t s ,  as w e l l  as i t s  r i g h t  t o  c l a i m  t h e  c l e r g y -  
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p e n i t e n t  and  a t t o r n e y - c l i e n t  p r i v i l e g e s .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e  S t a t e  a p p e a r s  
t o  a r g u e  t h a t  none of t h e s e  r i g h t s  have  a s  y e t  been  i n f r i n g e d , d e s p i t e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  l i t e r a l l y  ran t h e  Church between J a n u a r y  2 ,  1 9 7 9  
and  March 2 ,  1 9 7 9  and would b e  r u n n i n g  i t  s t i l l  had  n o t  an  a p p e a l  i n t e r v e n e d .  
Moreover,  t h e  S t a t e ' s  argument t h a t  i t  h a s  n o t  v i o l a t e d  any c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p r o t e c t i o n s  a p p a r e n t l y  i g n o r e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  R e c e i v e r  has f i r e d  Church 
employees,  s c r u t i n i z e d  c h u r c h  r e c o r d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  membership l i s t s  and con- 
f i d e n t i a l  communicat ions,  and i n t e r c e p t e d  and  s t o p p e d  a communication f r o m  
t h e  p a s t o r  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  membership wor ldwide .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  b o t h  t h e  
S t a t e  and  t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t  c o n t e n d  t h a t  it i s  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  of  t h e  c o u r t s  
t o  d e t e r m i n e  whe the r  a ma t t e r  i s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  as opposed  t o  b u s i n e s s  o r  
f i n a n c i a l  i n  n a t u r e ,  t h u s  coming w i t h i n  t h e  R e c e i v e r ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and 
c o n t r o l .  A s  i s  a b l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  h e a r i n g  f i l e d  i n  t h i s  
and  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  cases, t h e  S t a t e ' s  c o n t e n t i o n s  f l y  i n  t h e  f a c e  of v i r -  
t u a l l y  e v e r y  r e c e n t  d e c i s i o n  by t h e  Supreme C o u r t  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  con- 
c e r n i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between church  and  s t a t e .  

F o o t n o t e :  The l e t t e r  by M s .  J ohansen  w a s  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  
Supreme C o u r t  on J u l y  3 r d  and t h e  c h u r c h ' s  p e t i t i o n  w a s  t h e n , i r o n i c a l l y ,  
d e n i e d  by t h e  c o u r t  on t h e  5 t h .  

Due t o  t h e  c o u r t ' s  i nvo lvemen t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  conduc ted  by t h e  
Commission on J u d i c i a l  Pe r fo rmance ,  and  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  h o l i d a y  of t h e  
F o u r t h  o f  J u l y  i n t e r v e n e d ,  w e  c a n n o t  b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  had  t i m e  t o  
r e a d  t h e  l e t t e r  o r  even  g i v e  any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  i t .  


