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"SPELLING OUT" THE O F F I C I A L  

DOCTRINE ON - 

DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE 

- _ _  

I t  s e e m s  w e  neve r  d i d  " s p e l l  o u t "  t h e  d e t a i l s  of how t h e  
1 9 7 4  d e c i s i o n  on I'D & R" should  be  a p p l i e d  i n  v a r i o u s  
cases. Resu l t :  There has  been a g r i evous  "water ing  down." 

by Herbert W. Armstrong 

THERE I S  ONE g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  Law of God and t h e  l a w s  made 
by human government. God h a s  g iven  us H i s  Law i n  t h e  form of g e n e r a l  p r i n -  
c i p l e s  t o  b e  a p p l i e d  i n  v a r i o u s  c a s e s ,  whereas i n  n a t i o n a l  laws,  s t a t e  
laws, and c i t y  o r d i n a n c e s ,  MAN tr ies t o  make m u l t i p l e  thousands of l a w s ,  
" s p e l l i n g  o u t "  every  l i t t l e  d e t a i l  i n  a s e p a r a t e  l a w .  

I t  1s  made c l e a r  f o r  us  i n  t h e  t h i r d  c h a p t e r  o f  I1 C o r i n t h i a n s :  " G o d  
h a t h  made us  a b l e  m i n i s t e r s  of  t h e  new tes tament :  n o t  of t h e  l e t t e r ,  b u t  of 
t h e  s p i r i t : .  . ." ( V e r s e  6 ) .  

God's Law i s  g iven  i n  one s i n g l e  word--"'LOVE.'' God is  Love. H i s  Law 
i s  Love--that word sums up God's CHARACTER. The Law t h e n i s  a m p l i f i e d  i n t o  
t h e  t w o  " G r e a t  Laws"--love toward God, and love  toward neighbor .  God 
a m p l i f i e s  it a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  Ten Commandments--the f i r s t  f o u r  g i v i n g  
t h e  broad  p r i n c i p l e s  of how t o  l o v e  God, and t h e  l a s t  s i x  how t o  love neigh- 
bo r .  But G o d  i n t e n d e d  us t o  unders tand  t h e  P R I N C I P L E  invo lved  and apply i t  
h o n e s t l y  . 

N o w  i t  comes t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  many are f i n d i n g  "gray  a r e a s "  i n  t h e  
D & R  law. I w i l l  t r y  t o  " s p e l l  o u t "  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  i n  a g e n e r a l  way, and 
t h o s e  who s e e k  t h e  WAY O F  GOD i n s t e a d  of  t h e i r  own way w i l l  have ,  I hope, 
no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  app ly ing  God's Law p r o p e r l y  acco rd ing  t o  i t s  in t ended  
s p i r i t .  Otherwise ,  t h o s e  who t r y  t o  reason around God's l a w  t o  have t h e i r  
own way w i l l  s t a n d  condemned i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  God. 

GOD DOES NOT COMPROMISE W I T H  OR WATER DOWN H I S  LAW. Rather  than  t h a t  
H e  GAVE H i s  on ly  b e g o t t e n  Son J e s u s  t o  pay t h e  p e n a l t y  of r epen ted  s i n  i n  
o u r  s t e a d .  

Two Major C a t e s o r i e s  

Ac tua l ly  what happened i n  1 9 7 4  w a s  n o t  a CHANGE i n  t h e  Church 's  d e f i n i -  
t i o n  of God's L a w ,  b u t  t h e  A D D I T I O N  of a second reason  f o r  d i v o r c e  and re- 
marr iage  w e  should  have, b u t  d i d  n o t ,  see before--so now w e  have t h e  TWO 
c a t e g o r i e s .  

F i r s t ,  j u s t  as w e  understood i t  i n  t h e  Church b e f o r e ,  J e s u s  qave f o r -  
n i c a t i o n  ( p r i o r  t o  mar r i age )  a s  t h e  grounds f o r  n u l l i f y i n g  a marr iage .  This  
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c l e a r l y  w a s  a form of f r a u d .  When d i s c o v e r e d  ( i n  n e a r l y  a l l  cases) imve- 
d i a t e l y  a f t e r  m a r r i a g e ,  it s i m p l y  meant God, knowing o f  t h i s  " f r a u d , "  had  
a c t u a l l y  n o t  bound t h e  marr iage- -and  what  f o l l o w e d  t h e r e f o r e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  
an  annulment ,  n o t  a d i v o r c e .  However t h i s  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  i n  cases of m a r r i a g e  
by unconver t ed  p e o p l e .  God n e v e r  bound them anyway--they w e r e  bound by man ' s  
l a w ,  and  any d i v o r c e  and /o r  r e m a r r i a g e  would b e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  man's  c i v i l  
law. But t h e  Church would n o t  a p p l y  t h i s  annulment  i f  t h e  c o u p l e  had con- 
t i n u e d  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  The re  c o u l d  b e  o t h e r  t y p e s  of 
f r aud- - such  as a m a r r i a g e  e n f o r c e d  a t  t h e  p o i n t  of a gun. 

The s e c o n d  c a u s e  f o r  d i v o r c e ,  a f f i r m e d  by t h e  Church th rough  C h r i s t ' s  
A p o s t l e  i n  1 9 7 4 ,  w a s  b a s e d  on I C o r i n t h i a n s  7 .  

T h i s  m a t t e r  o f  D&R w a s  t h e  b i g g e s t ,  m o s t  t r o u b l e s o m e  problem i n  t h e  
Church.  One day  my s o n  G a r n e r  Ted c a m e  t o  m e  s a y i n g  i t  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be 
a problem i n  t h e  e a r l y  c h u r c h  a t  a l l - - a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Book of A c t s  and  
P a u l ' s  E p i s t l e s .  H e  a s k e d  why? D r .  Hoeh t h e n  added  someth ing  t o  t h e  p r o -  
blem, and  w e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h i s  t e a c h i n g  i n  I C o r i n t h i a n s  7 .  W e  had  been v e r y  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  I C o r i n t h i a n s  7 b e f o r e ,  b u t  had n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h i s  D&R t e a c h -  
i n g  i n  i t .  

P a u l  t h e r e  s p e a k s  (verses 8 - 9 )  t o  t h e  unmar r i ed  and  w i d o w s .  I n  v e r s e s  
10-11 h e  s p e a k s  t o  t h e  m a r r i e d .  Beg inn ing  verse 1 2  h e  s p e a k s  t o  " t h e  rest." 
I f  a c o n v e r t e d  man h a s  a w i f e  who i s  an  u n b e l i e v e r ,  c a u s i n g  trouble and d i s -  
r u p t i n g  t h e  marriage b e c a u s e  of t h e  man's  r e l i g i o n  (NOTICE I T  CAREFULLY), if 
s h e  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  l i v e  w i t h  him,  h e  must  n o t  d i v o r c e  her--he h a s  NO GROUNDS 
f o r  d i v o r c e  a n d  remarriage.  

-- 

Likewise  t h e  woman i n  God's Church ,  if s h e  h a s  an  u n b e l i e v i n g  husband,  
and  h e  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  l i v e  w i t h  h e r  d e s p i t e  h e r  r e l i g i o n ,  s h e  s h a l l  n o t  l e a v e  
him. 

- -- -- 
- 

But i f  t h e  u n b e l i e v i n q  o n e  l e a v e s - - c u t s  o f f  t h e  marriaqe b e c a u s e  of t h e  

I c o n c e i v e  o f  t h i s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  a t  l e a s t  t w o  ways: 1) t h e  b e l i e v i n g  
Church m e m b e r  h a s  been  newly c o n v e r t e d  and  t h e  m a t e  r e f u s e s  t o  l i v e  w i t h  him 
o r  h e r  b e c a u s e  of t h e  r e l i g i o n .  2 )  Both had  been i n  t h e  Church,  b u t  o n e  
f a l l s  away, t u r n s  b i t t e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  c h u r c h ,  r e f u s e s  t o  l i v e  as  h u s b a n d o r  
w i f e  w i t h  t h e  s t i l l  l o y a l  member. I n  t h i s  case t h e  e m b i t t e r e d  o n e ,  
l e a v i n g  t h e  c h u r c h ,  h a s  become a n  u n b e l i e v e r .  

Now P a u l  g i v e s  an i m p o r t a n t  REASON f o r  t h e  c o n v e r t e d  m a t e  C O N T I N U I N G  
i n  t h e  m a r r i a g e  I F  t h e  u n b e l i e v i n g  one  i s  w i l l i n g .  N o t i c e  v e r s e  1 4 :  "For  
the u n b e l i e v i n g  husband i s  s a n c t i f i e d  by t h e  w i f e ,  and  t h e  u n b e l i e v i n g  w i f e  
i s  s a n c t i f i e d  by t h e  husband:  e lse  w e r e  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  u n c l e a n :  b u t  now t h e y  
a re  h o l y .  I' 

" S a n c t i f i e d "  does NOT mean made s a n c t i m o n i o u s  o r  h o l y .  " S a n c t i f i e d "  
means "set a p a r t "  o r  p u t  i n  a s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r y .  

To t h o r o u g h l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  w e  need  t o  go c l ea r  back  to Adam and 
Eve. When God drove them o u t  of t h e  Garden o f  Eden and  w i t h  sword- f laming  
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a n g e l s  b a r r e d  anyone from g o i n g  back in - -o r  h a v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  t ree  o f  
l i f e  ( t h e  HOLY SPIRIT)--God s a i d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  "You have  made y o u r  d e c i s i o n .  
You have  rebelled a g a i n s t  m e ,  d e n i e d  m e  as  y o u r  GOD,  y o u r  R e v e a l e r  of know- 
l e d g e ,  your  R u l e r .  T h e r e f o r e  I s e n t e n c e  you and t h e  WORLD t h a t  s h a l l  b e  
bo rn  from you t o  6000  y e a r s  o f  b e i n g  CUT OFF from me--except f o r  t h e  VERY 
FEW I s h a l l  s p e c i a l l y  c a l l  i n t o  my service t o  p r e p a r e  for t h e  KINGDOM O F  
GOD. I '  

J e s u s  conf i rmed  t h i s  when H e  s a i d :  "NO man can come t o  m e ,  e x c e p t  t h e  
F a t h e r  which h a t h  s e n t  m e  draw him. .  . I '  ( John  6 : 4 4 ) .  

Now t h e  n a t i o n  of a n c i e n t  Israel  w a s  s p e c i a l l y  ca l l ed  by G o d  t h e  F a t h e r  
f o r  a s p e c i a l  purpose--even though t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  c u t  o f f  from r e c e i v i n g  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  

But  t h e  u n c o n v e r t e d  m a t e  i s  p u t  i n  a s p e c i a l  category--NOT CALLED 

s imply  NOT CUT OFF from God. They are f r ee  t o  s e e k  God, I F  THEY WILL, and  
t o  become c o n v e r t e d .  They are p l a c e d  i n  a s p e c i a l  c a t e g o r y ,  n e i t h e r  con- 
ver ted,  o r  CALLED f o r  God's s p e c i a l  d u t y  i n  conve r s ion - -bu t ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  
hand ,  NOT - a c t u a l l y  CUT OFF--not i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  J e s u s  spoke  o f ,  s a y i n g  no 
such  u n b e l i e v e r  CAN come t o  J e s u s ,  e x c e p t  by s p e c i a l  c a l l  t o  s a l v a t i o n  by 
God t h e  F a t h e r .  They a re  f ree  t o  SEEK GOD, and t o  SEEK c o n v e r s i o n  I F  THEY 
WILL--not CUT OFF! 

NECESSARILY TO RECEIVING THE HOLY S P I R I T ,  OR SPIRITUAL CONVERSION--but 

T h i s  s a m e  s t a t u s  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  c o n v e r t e d  m a t e .  They 
a re  n e i t h e r  CALLED t o  s a l v a t i o n ,  NOR c u t  o f f  from G o d .  They may be t a u g h t  
by t h e  b e l i e v i n g  p a r e n t ,  and ,  r e a c h i n g  m a t u r i t y ,  I F  t h e y  w i l l ,  t o  SEEK 
CONVERSION. They are f r e e  t o  s e e k  i t - - n o  l o n g e r  CUT OFF f r o m  C h r i s t .  

-- 

Notice v e r s e  1 6 :  " F o r  what  knowest  t h o u ,  0 w i f e ,  w h e t h e r  t h o u  s h a l t  
save t h y  husband? or  how knowest  t h o u ,  0 man, w h e t h e r  t h o u  s h a l t  s a v e  
t h y  w i f e ? "  

I f  t h e  husband o r  w i f e  who is I N  t h e  Church d i v o r c e s  t he  u n b e l i e v i n g  
non-member who i s  w i l l i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  m a r r i a g e ,  t h a t  Church m e m b e r  p u t s  
t h e  u n c o n v e r t e d  mate i n  t h e  CUT OFF ca tegory- -whereas  such  non-member m a t e  
might  have  been saved f o r  e t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  God's  Kingdom. 

Now WHY--0 WHY?--do p r o f e s s i n g  members o f  God ' s  Church s e e k  t o  r e a s o n  
the i r  way a round  God's p l a i n  t e a c h i n g ,  and  t h o s e  i n  t h e  Church who are  ?JOT 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  d i v o r c e  s e e k  t o  u s e  human r e a s o n  t o  TWIST t h e s e  S c r i p t u r e s  i n t o  
a l l o w i n g  a d i v o r c e  a n d  r e m a r r i a g e  t h a t  GOD'S WORD DOES NOT ALLOW? 

Y e t  many, p r o f e s s i n g  t o  be c o n v e r t e d  m e m b e r s  of God's Church ,  have  done 
j u s t  t h a t !  B r e t h r e n ,  have  I l a b o r e d  I N  VAIN t o  open y o u r  minds t o  GOD'S 
GLORIOUS TRUTH,  a n d  y e t  you d e s p i s e  t h e  Word of Go&, and t w i s t  a " g r a y  area" 
s i t u a t i o n  by y o u r  own f a u l t y  r e a s o n s  t o  HAVE YOUR OWN WAY, c o n t r a r y  t o  G o d ' s  
Word? Have I l a b o r e d  so long  among you I N  VAIN? 

Some have  f a l s e l y  c l a i m e d  t h e i r s  i s  a " b o r d e r l i n e "  case, and  used  t h e i r  
own s e l f i s h  and  e r r o n e o u s  REASON t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a D & R s i t u a t i o n  CONTRARY 
TO GOD'S WORD! 

Even a f t e r  t h e  1 9 7 4  "D & R" r u l i n g ,  my son  Garne r  Ted Armstrong frowned 
upon 'ID & R "  d e c i s i o n s  made by t h e  Church o r  i t s  m i n i s t e r s .  I a m  i n fo rmed  
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t h a t  Wayne Cole a n d  Ron D a r t ,  i n  o f f i c e s  of  P a s t o r a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t r i e d  
t o  a v o i d  commi t t ing  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  any s u c h  case. 

I n  cases where a man and  w i f e  have  been  m a r r i e d  f o r  a lmost  a q u a r t e r  
o f  a c e n t u r y ,  human r e a s o n  h a s  been  u s e d  by church  members t o  a l l o w  d i v o r c e ,  
and  b o t h  p a r t i e s  t o  r emar ry !  I n  one  case, t h e  w i f e  o f  n e a r l y  25  y e a r s ,  who 
had  a c t u a l l y  "pur sued"  h e r  husband p r i o r  t o  m a r r i a g e ,  c l a i m e d  s h e  j u s t  
d i d n ' t  l o v e  him any more. Both s h e  and h e r  husband are now remarried! 

Such cases are a STENCH i n  t h e  n o s t r i l s  o f  a j u s t  GOD! They a re  a 
d i s g r a c e  t o  a church  c a l l i n g  i t s e l f  G O D ' S  CHURCH! Such " l i b e r a l "  d e c i s i o n s  
and  a c t i o n s  SHALL NO LONGER BE TOLERATED i n  t h e  Church of GOD, p r e p a r i n g  now 
f o r  C h r i s t ' s  s e c o n d  coming! 

The m a t t e r  o f  f o r n i c a t i o n  o r  o t h e r  " f r a u d "  p r i o r  t o  m a r r i a g e  CANNOT 
BE U S E D  A S  GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE a f t e r  t h e  c o u p l e  have  gone 
on l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r .  U n l e s s  s u c h  f r a u d  i s  a c t e d  on  a t  once--as  soon as 
d i scove red - - IT  I S  NO GROUNDS f o r  d i v o r c e  and  remarriage! 

J e s u s  s a i d  p l a i n l y ,  "Whosoever s h a l l  marry h e r  t h a t  i s  d i v o r c e d  
commi t t e th  a d u l t e r y "  (Matt. 5: 3 2 )  . 

W e  are  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  LAST DAYS! J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  COMING AGAIN--SOON! 
When H e  comes H i s  Church s h a l l  have  made h e r s e l f  READY f o r  t h e  one  SUPREME 
MARRIAGE TO CHRIST!  W e  are NOT y e t  r eady!  W e  a re  f u l l  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
b l e m i s h e s ,  s p o t s  and  w r i n k l e s .  W e  have  been a l l o w i n g  l u s t ,  c o v e t i n g  and  
s e r i o u s  S I N S  t o  i n v a d e  t h i s  Church! 

I a m  now c a l l i n g  on t h i s  Church t o  CLEAN U P !  

CHRIST MOVES SWIFTLY 

The l i v i n g ,  a c t i v e  HEAD of t h i s  Church i s  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  Too many s e e m  
t o  have  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t .  E i g h t e e n  months ago it seemed as i f  many o f  t h o s e  
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of b o t h  Church and c o l l e g e  had  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t .  
They seemed n o t  t o  b e  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  L I V I N G  C h r i s t ' s  a c t i v e  p r e s e n c e  i n  
t h e  Work. I w a s  overseas m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  

But  i n  t h e  p a s t  1 8  months J e s u s  C h r i s t  h a s  mov"ed s w i f t l y  t o  s e t  H i s  
Church and  c o l l e g e  back  o n  God's  t r a c k !  

TIME I S  NOW GROWING SHORT! 

I t  h a s  seemed as  i f  C h r i s t  h a s  been  h o l d i n g  back  w o r l d  e v e n t s  proph- 
e s i e d  t o  happen l e a d i n g  i n t o  C h r i s t ' s  coming i n  TOTAL POWER a s  K I N G  of  k i n g s  
and  LORD o f  l o r d s ,  r u l i n g  a l l  n a t i o n s .  J e s u s  i s  coming a g a i n ,  n o t  -- o n l y  a s  
K I N G  o f  k i n g s  and  LORD of l o r d s ,  r u l i n g  a l l  n a t i o n s .  J e s u s  i s  coming a g a i n ,  
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-- n o t  o n l y  a s  GOVERNMENT RULER--but a l s o  as Di rec to r  of  ALL EDUCATION,  a l l  
R E L I G I O N ,  o p e n i n g  s a l v a t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e n  l i v i n g  on e a r t h ,  and  o v e r  t h e  whole 
w o r l d ' s  SOCIETY! 

And TIME I S  BECOMING SHORTER! 

T h e r e  i s  e v e r y  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  C h r i s t  w i l l  now SPEED U P  w o r l d  e v e n t s  
t h a t  MUST t a k e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  H i s  coming--the " r e s u r r e c t i o n "  o f  t h e  med ieva l  
"Holy Roman Empire" i n  Europe-- the c a p t u r e  by g e n t i l e  forces o f  J e rusa l em- -  
t h e  GREAT TRIBULATION--world w a r  111, and f i n a l l y  ARMAGEDDON and  C h r i s t ' s  
COMING! 

I n  R e v e l a t i o n  7 i s  t h e  prophecy o f  God H O L D I N G  UP--DELAYING--world 
e v e n t s  u n t i l  t h e  s e a l i n g  of t h e  1 4 4 , 0 0 0  and t h e  o t h e r  i nnumerab le  m u l t i t u d e  
o u t  o f  a l l  n a t i o n s .  

But  God s a y s  also: " F o r  H e  w i l l  FINISH THE WORK, and  CUT I T  SHORT i n  
r i g h t e o u s n e s s :  b e c a u s e  A SHORT WORK w i l l  t h e  Lord make upon t h e  e a r t h "  ( R o m .  
9 : 2 8 ) .  

From now o n ,  t h i n g s  may happen SUDDENLY, R A P I D L Y ,  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  Work 
G o d  h a s  c a l l e d  u s  t o  do.  

Where a re  w e  r i g h t  NOW? 

C h r i s t ,  t h r o u g h  H i s  chosen  a p o s t l e ,  h a s  been moving s w i f t l y  t o  make 
HIS CHURCH READY f o r  C h r i s t ' s  coming. But  w e  are NOT YET READY! I n  Reve- 
l a t i o n  1 9 : 7 ,  " L e t  u s  be g l a d  and  re jo ice ,  and  g i v e  honor  t o  him: f o r  t h e  
m a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  Lamb i s  come, and  h i s  w i f e  h a t h  made h e r s e l f  r e a d y . "  But  
w e  a r e  NOT YET ready!  

I n  E p h e s i a n s  5:25-27: " C h r i s t  a l s o  l o v e d  t h e  c h u r c h ,  and  gave  h i m s e l f  
f o r  i t ;  t h a t  h e  migh t  s a n c t i f y  and  c l e a n s e  i t . .  . t h a t  h e  migh t  p r e s e n t  i t  
t o  h i m s e l f  a GLORIUOUS c h u r c h ,  n o t  h a v i n g  s p o t ,  o r  w r i n k l e ,  o r  any such  
t h i n g ;  b u t  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  be h o l y  and  w i t h o u t  b l e m i s h .  

But  w e  s t i l l  have  s p o t s  and w r i n k l e s  and  blem-ishes  t o  c l e a n  o u t !  

Now w e  have  come t o  t h e  t i m e  Ambassador C o l l e g e  i s  s t a r t i n g  i t s  33rd  
y e a r .  M o s t  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  w i l l  come t o  Tucson f o r  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  m e  on 
Tuesday of t h i s  week. 

S e v e r a l  former area c o - o r d i n a t o r s  are  a r r i v i n g  f o r  a s a b b a t i c a l  t e r m  
a t  t h e  c o l l e g e .  

Arrangements  have  f i n a l l y  been comple ted  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  M i n i s t e r i a l  
Confe rence ,  which w i l l  be h e l d  i n  Tucson a g a i n  t h i s c o m i n g  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  2 2 ,  
and 23.  

M r .  R a d e r  i s  wind ing  up h i s  t r i p  i n t o  Ch ina ,  making p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  
my v i s i t  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  o f  China  n e x t  month. 
U n t i l  h e  r e t u r n s  I c a n n o t  d e c i d e  whe the r  t h e  b u d g e t  w i l l  a l l o w  a l l  m i n i s t e r s ,  
even  l o c a l  e l d e r s ,  t o  a t t e n d  o r  n o t .  

P l a n s  have  been p r o g r e s s i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  f o r  my v i s i t  w i t h  t o p  
o f f i c i a l s  t h e r e  n e x t  month. 
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R i g h t  now w e  are  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  w i t h  g r e a t  a n t i c i p a t i o n  t o  t h e  coming 
F e a s t  o f  Tabernacles .  The F e s t i v a l  Department  h a s  been h a r d  a t  w o r k  making 
a l l  p l a n s  s i n c e  t h e  e n d  of  l a s t  y e a r ' s  F e a s t .  W e  a re  e x p e c t i n g  it t o  b e  
t h e  GREATEST YEAR! 

Through t h e  Y . O . U .  a n d  t h e  Y . E . S .  o r g a n i z a t i o n  new p l a n s  are b e i n g  made 
f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  F e a s t ,  which I f i n d  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  and  e x c i t i n g .  
P l a n s  are b e i n g  l a i d  t o  b r i n g  a l l  f a m i l y  u n i t s  t o g e t h e r ,  and  t o  i n i t i a t e  
more ac t ive  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  c h i l d r e n  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  

R e a l  i m p o r t a n t  p r o g r e s s  h a s  been made d u r i n g  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  i n  s e t t i n g  
the  Church and  e n t i r e  Work back s o l i d l y  on G O D ' S  TRACK! The Church WILL be 
made r e a d y  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  - coming! G o d  s a y s  so i n  R e v e l a t i o n  19:7! 

-_ - ~ -  -- - 

MINISTER EXPRESSES GRATITUDE 

( E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :  M r .  Armstrong r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r ,  d a t e d  
August  1 2 ,  be r e p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  Pastor  G e n e r a l ' s  R e p o r t . )  

Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

I w r i t e  t h i s  s h o r t  l e t te r  t o  thank  you f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  and  i n s p i r e d  changes  
i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  

M r .  Armst rong ,  w e  are  overwhelmed and g r e a t l y  u p l i f t e d  w i t h  y o u r  r e c e n t  
d e c i s i o n s  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  church  c l e a n e d  up. I t  i s  s t i l l  so  i n s p i r i n g ,  w e  
are s t i l l  "wa lk ing  on  a i r " !  Now w e  as  church  p a s t o r s  can  g e t  t o  t h e  bus-  
i n e s s  a t  hand of s e r v i n g  God 's  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  j e a l o u s y ,  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  and 
p o l i t i c a l  c h i c a n e r y .  NOW w e  have  t h e  u n m i s t a k e a b l e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  f o l l o w i n g  
y o u r  example ,  y o u r  l e a d ,  and  y o u r  w i s d o m .  I thank  G o d  w e  have  you as  o u r  
P a s t o r  G e n e r a l .  T h i s  i s  t h e  k e y n o t e  i n  n e a r l y  e v e r y  sermon I p r e a c h  and 
t h e  b r e t h r e n  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  

Thank you  f o r  y o u r  f a i t h f u l n e s s  o f  o v e r  5 0  y e a r s .  Thank you f o r  b e i n g  o u r  
" f a t h e r  i n  t h e  t r u t h . "  Thank you f o r  b e i n g  so s e l f l e s s  t h a t  you l a y  down 
your  l i f e  eve ryday .  Thank you f o r  t r a v e l l i n g  a l l  -ever t h e  w o r l d  t o  p r o c l a i m  
t h e  Gospel  a s  you have  been  commissioned.  May t h e  G r e a t  God above s u s t a i n  
you u n t i l  t h e  r e t u r n  of H i s  Holy Son,  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

WE ARE W I T H  Y O U ,  M r .  Armstrong!  W e  want  you t o  know it. And w e  d e e p l y  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  serve a l o n g s i d e  you. 

With C h r i s t i a n  Love and  A p p r e c i a t i o n ,  
( N a m e  w i t h h e l d  by M r .  Armstrong)  
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A D M ~ N I S T ~ A T I V E  NCTE F2OM P l I N I S T E X I A L  .- SEXIVTCES 

S i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  no l o n g e r  ar?y a,r-ea coordi.natDrs, t h e  t w o  t o p  c o p i e s  of t h e  
month.1-y ch.ur& ? a s t o r ' s  F;epC)rt should. Sa s e n t  in t o  F l i n i s t e r L a l  S e r v i c e s  
One o f  t h e s e  c o p i e s  w i l l  b e  s z n t  t o  Lhe a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g i o n a l  a s s i s t a n t ,  A s  
j-n t h e  p a . s t ,  t h . e  bo-ttom copy sho7;lid be r e t a i n e d  by t h e  l o c a l  p a s t o r .  

--Joe 'Tkach 

S t a r t i n g  AUGi_ i iS t  List, t h e  new " P a s t o r  Gz;-.eraL s H o k l i n e "  w i l l  giT;e eve ryone  
t h e  latest information in God. 's  Work, It w i l l  s a v e  e a c h  church  t h e  added 
expeFse of 6 ; ig l i ca t lng  the Member's H o t l i n e  e v e r y  week. H o w e v e r ,  d u r i n g  
c r i s i s  s i k z a t i o n s  the Member's H o t l i n e  will s t i l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  wor ldwide .  

- - K e v i i n  Dean I ?aster G e n e r a l  ' s O f f  i c e  

i=rsq.ress has keen  made i n  p a v i n g  t h e  way for M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
,.;~.;i+: t ; ~  t h e  ?eopless R e p u b l i c  of China  Fr! e a r l y  Sep tember .  Making advance  
a r r a n q e n e n t s  f c r  X r .  A.rmstrong is M r .  S tan] -ey  R .  Rader ,  Execut . lve  V i c e -  
P r e s i d e n t  -.f t h z  Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  F o u n d a t i o n .  F .epor t inq  
from Shap.ghai ,  Mr. Rader  announced t h a t  "Pro tocol  had been  r e a c h e d  w i t h  t h e  
representati~-~es o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  cf E d u c a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  t o  
t3.e purchase of books i n  excess of  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a s  well a s  t r a i n i n g  of t e a c h e r s  
.2xd students in t h e  f i e l d  of L i b r a r y  s c i z n c e . "  

>, :.lL. c .~ ?.ader v i s i t e d  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  a t  Pek ing  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Pek inq  T e a c h e r ' s  
iJ?j-x. 'ers j . ty  a n d  t h e  ?ek ing  N a t i o n a l  L-br.arl7, as w e l l  as o f f i c i a l s  of the 
Uni;?c_?rc,ity o f  Nazking  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  Shangha i .  D u r b g  h i s  v i s i t  
i n  Shangkai . ,  M r .  Rader w a s  r e c e i v e d  by o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  Shanghai  L i b r a r y  
z.7.d F w t e a n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Shangha i .  H e  w i l l .  be r e t u r n i n g  t o  Pek ing  f o r  
Fuz- ther  c o n s u l t a t j . o n  w i t h  Ch inese  o f f i c i a l s  . 

A . C . 2 . U .  J O I N S  I& DEFENSE O F  WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD 
.- - ___ 

The American C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  Union o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  ha5  d e c i d e d  t o  
Erle ar, a n i c u s  c u r i a e  ( f r i e n d - o f - t h e - c o u r t ?  b r i e f  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  
b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a .  The ACLU, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Counci l  of Ch-arches and o ther  g r a u p s ,  aJre d e t e r m i n e d  t o  be h e a r d  i n  t h i s  
benchmark case. 

-____ ~- 

The announcement came d u r i n g  a p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  plight 
sponsored by the Pasadena-Al tadena  chapter of t h e  ACLU y e s t e r d a y ,  August 2 0 .  
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The mee t ing  w a s  conduc ted  by Mr. John E u t c h i s o n ,  long- t ime member of t h e  
ACLU a n d  p r o f e s s o r  G f  r e l i g i o u s  h i s t o r y  a t  C l a r e m o n t -  Theologica l  S c h o o l .  
T h e r e  w2.s " v i g o r o u s  i n t e r n a l  d e b a t e "  ir. t h e  Sou.thexn Cai i forn . i .3  ACLU during 
d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  its c h u r c h / s t a t e  committee and i t s  l e g a l  c o m m i t t e e  meet i r_gs .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  ACLU's unanimous p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  i n  this matter w a s  r e a c h -  
e d ,  M r .  Hutch . l son  s a i d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  s ts . te ' s  a c t i o r !  i n  t h e  WCG case could w e l l .  
m e a l  t h e  e n d  of r e l i g i o u s  freedon? for a l l  c h u r c h e s .  The rEfo re  the ACLU must 
d e f e n d  the Worldwide Church's r e l i g i o u s  rights or  any o t h e r  c h u r c h  may be 
n e x t  on t h e  l i s t !  

Kr. Hu-k'chison s t a t e d  the C a l i f o r n i a  A t t c r n s y  G e n e r a l  violated the C h u r c h ' s  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g n t s  is. i t s  zittemp t s  tc investiqate t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  
of t h e  Church.  H e  no ted  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s ta te  p r o f e s s e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  o n l y  
in f i n a n c i a l  m a t t e r s ,  n o t  e cc l e s i a s t i ca l  o n e s ,  t h ?  s e i z u r e  o f  some c h u r c h  
? i n a n c i a ?  r e c e r d s  ,'as - well as o t h e r  c o n f i d e n t i a l  p a p e r s 7  i q t e r f s r e d  w i t h  t h e  
Church's r e l i g i o u s  act ivi- t ies  and  F i r s t  Amer idmer i t  r i q h h  to  r e l i g i o a s  free- 
dom. "Yo1.1 cannct separa~te t h e  r a i s i n q  of money from t h e  p r o c l a r n a t i c n  o f  a 
r e l i g i o u s  a e s s a g e .  i n  t h i s  case, our concl_usior, i s  t h a t  t h e  nt tosrney G e n e r a l  
i s  i n  v j .o la t ion  of t h e  law and h i s  v i o l a t i o n  cf t h e  2 - m  is a grave precedent 
f o r  a l l -  cf us." 

--Pastor  G e n e r a l ' s  R e p c r t  S t a f f  

FE 3 T :VAL T I TH E AS S I S TAN CE - 

P r e p a r a t i o n s  f s r  this year's F e s t i v a l  dre g o i n g  q u i t e  w e l l  as  w e  head  i n t o  
the last IriGnth of work before t h e  F e s t i v a l .  We a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  round t h e  
corner  and see a little d a y l i g h t  a s  w e  emerge from under  t h e  mounta in  of 
F e s t i - i a i  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  b r o c h u r e  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  F e s t i v a l  T i  t h e  A s s i s t a n c e  
Reqi iests ,  e t c ,  Thank you f o r  y o u r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  h e l p  i n  p r e p a r i n g  for t h e  
F e a s t  i n  s p i t e  of - t he  many u n f o r t u n a t e  d e l a y s  earlier i n  t h e  year. 

-- - 
I 

There is another area ,  however,  i n  which w e  need  y o u r  h e l p !  The problem 
1s e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of Festival T i t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  m e m b e r s .  Many 
nave  c o n t a c t e d  t h e  F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  r e q a r d i n g  s u c h  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  needy 
m e m b e r s  i n  t h e i r  areas. As t h e  Church h a s  grown and t h e  amount of  
a s s i s t a n c e  has i n c r e a s e d ,  t h i s  aspect of t he  F e s t i v a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  
oecoxe a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  Church budge t .  The amount r e q u i r e d  
t o  a s s i sc  - hundreds  of m e m b e r  f a m i l i e s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  F e a s t  of T a b e r n a c l e s  i s  
enormous 1 

-I__ - 
______-_- --- 

S u c h  a v a s t  a s s i s t a n c e  program needs  a basic p o l i c y  (which h a s  been  i n  
e f f e c t  s i n c e  1 9 7 7 )  and  w h o l e h e a r t e d  c o o p e r a t i o n  Segween t h e  f i e l d  m i n i s t r y ,  
F e s t i v a l  C o o r d i n a t o r s  and  t h e  F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  i f  i t  i s  t o  s u c c e e d .  Hope- 
f u l l y ,  o u r  p r e s e n t  p o l i c y  i s  s t a n d i n g  t h e  t es t  of t i m e  and i s  p r o v i d i n g  a 
fair and e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  monies  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m e m b e r  a s s i s t a n c e .  
Please remember, any s u g g e s t i o n s  which w i l l  improve o u r  p r e s e n t  program a re  
a lways  rrtost a p p r e c i a t e d !  

P e r h a p s  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n  i s  what  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  make f o r  a 
m e m b e r  f a m i l y  which s imply  has i n s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  t o  a t t e n d .  A key t o  
d e t e r m i n i n g  such  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  found i n  Deuteronomy 1 4 : 2 4 - 2 5 .  The 
i n p l i c a t i o n  in t h e s e  v e r s e s  i s  t h a t  when t h e  way i s  too  l o n g ,  a f a m i l y  
s h o u l d  a t t e n d  t h e  F e s t i v a l  "when t h e  Lord h a t h  blessed thee." 

--__I_ 

If a f a m i l y  h a s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  K i t h e  i n  a n y  one  y e a r ,  i n  m o s t  cases, t h e y  
should r e m a i n  a t  home, s a v i n g  t h a t  year's t i t h e  and  p l a n  t o  a t t e n d  t he  

-- 
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f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  An a l t e r n a t e  t o  t h i s  p l a n  i s  f o r  t h e  husband o n l y  t o  
a t t e n d .  I n  t h i s  way, i m p o r t a n t  l e ' s s o n s ,  announcements and t h e  s p i r i t  of 
t h e  F e s t i v a l  may be b r o u g h t  home t o  t h e  f a m i l y  so t h a t  t h e y  migh t  n o t  m i s s  
o u t  e n t i r e l y - - y e t ,  w i t h o u t  g r e a t  expense .  

Ano the r  p o i n t  t o  r e m e m b e r  i s  t h a t  if a f a m i l y  h a s  n o t  been  b l e s s e d  w i t h  
a d e q u a t e  F e s t i v a l  T i t h e ,  F e r h a p s  t h i s  r e f l e c t s  a problem o f  some s o r t :  
q u e s t i o n a b l e  a t t i t u d e ,  l a c k  of  s t ead fas t  o b e d i e n c e  o r  p r o p e r  approach  i n  
o t h e r  area.s of t h e i r  l i v e s .  When t h i s  i s  t h e  case,  i t  would b e  wrong t o  
o v e r r i d e  God's l a c k  of  b l e s s i n g  w i t h  F e s t i v a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  

Also, w e  c a n n o t  g r a n t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  anyone r e q u e s t i n g  a t r a n s f e r  t o  a m o r e  
d i s t a n t  s i t e  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a un ique  s i t u a t i o n  o r  a n  emersencv i n v o l v e d .  
T h i s  may sound l i k e  a h a r d  o r  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  we m u s t  be s u r e  
t h e  F e s t i v a l  a s s i s t a n c e  goes  t o :  (1) Those who f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  s p i r i t  and  
i n t e n t  of  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and  ( 2 )  Those c o n s i d e r e d  e l i g i b l e  i n  l i g h t  of t h e  
needs  of t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  n a t i o n w i d e .  

T h i s  can  best  b e  done i n  r e s p e c t  o f  n e e d s  n a t i o n a l l y  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  
from a c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  i n  Pasadena!  B u t ,  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t h e r e  h a s  been 

- -- 
- 

- 
a t endency  t o  r e t a i n  F e s t i v a l  f u n d s  i n  t h e  local  area.  H o w e v e r ,  when t h i s  
occ' irs,  d e s e r v i n q  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  scope 

-- - ~ -- 

o f  t h e  p o l i c y  may b e  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  d e n i e d  a s s i s t a n c e .  
& 

Please  h e l p  u s  i n  t h i s  R a t t e r .  Encourage t h e  members t o  s e n d  ALL of t h e i r  
T i t h e  of t h e  T i t h e  and  e x c e s s  F e s t i v a l  T i t h e  t o  Tucson f o r  e q u i t a b l e  d i s -  
t r i b u t i o n  on a n a t i o n w i d e  bas i s .  

- 

A l s o ,  i n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  local p a s t o r s  do n o t  f a c e  t h e  i s s u e  w i t h  needy 
p e o p l e  a t  home and  end  up e n c o u r a g i n g  s o m e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  F e s t i v a l  who can-  
n o t  a f f o r d  it! A s  t h e r e  are numerous s u c h  cases n a t i o n w i d e ,  t h i s  a d d i t i o n a i ,  
unbudgeted  a s s i s t a n c e  c o u l d  amount t o  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  of d o l l a r s .  So, 
p l e a s e  n o t e  and  announce t h a t  NO ONE s h o u l d  go  t o  t h e  F e s t i v a l  e x p e c t i n g  
t o  receive a s s i s t a n c e  once  t h e r e .  A l l  l e g i t i m a t e  r e q u e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
l i m i t  o f  monies  a v a i l a b l e  w i l l  have  been  approved  and  p r o v i d e d  f o r  by t h e  
F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  F e a s t .  

C e r t a i n l y ,  i t  i s  n e v e r  too l a t e  f o r  an emergency! W e  want  t o  h e l p  ALL who 
r i g h t l y  q u a l i f y  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e .  However, w e  have found many r e q u e s t s  f o r  
a s s i s t a n c e  do n o t  l i e  w i t h i n  o u r  p o l i c i e s  o r  sound judgment .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
f a m i l i e s  making s u c h  r e q u e s t s  a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  s i t e s  w i l l  be a d v i s e d  t o  
r e t u r n  home and  n o t  s t a y  f o r  t h e  b a l a n c e  of  t h e  F e a s t .  A s s i s t a n c e  g i v e n  a t  
t h e  F e s t i v a l  s i t es  must b e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  l eg i t ima te  emergency cases. 

---- 

Again ,  PLEASE do  n o t  view t h i s  a s  a n  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  h a r s h  o r  s t r i c t  a p p r o a c h ,  
b u t  t r y  t o  see i t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  a v a s t  n a t i o n w i d e  program. With so many 
h u n d r e d s  o f  f a m i l i e s  i n v o l v e d ,  c i r c u m v e n t i n g  t h e  ass is tance program c o u l d  
p roduce  a s e r i o u s  d e f i c i t  of f u n d s  before a l l  Fes t iva l  e x p e n s e s  are m e t .  

Thank you for y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  d e l i c a t e  and  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  respon-  
s i b i l i t y .  Again ,  if you have  any s u g g e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  
w r i t e .  

--Sherwin McMichael, F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  

- 
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PLEASE ANNOUNCE: - ~ -  

" INFLAT I C N  FIGHTER ANNOUNCEMENT" 

The F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  has completed. a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  
i l e r k z  Corporation t o  s e c u r e  SCECZAL ZONVEMTION DISCOLJNTS 
for t h i s  y e a r ' s  Feast .  A l l  members r e q u i r i n g  a r e n t a l  car 
d u r i n g  t h e  Feast  may receive t h e  2 0 %  d i s c o u n t  no matter 
where t h e y  may be s p e n d i n g  t L e  F e a s t  i n  the U n i t e d  S ta tes ,  

A s p e c i a l  I. D .  number wil.1 b e  g i v e n  to a l l  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h i s  program. Simply g i v e  y o u r  name and  a d d r e s s  and  t h e  
s i te  o r  area w h e r e  you will be  r e n t i n g  t h e  car ,  t o  y o u r  
min . ; s tc r  s o  he may t h e n  fo rward  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  
Festi-Jal O f f i c e .  YOU w i l l  t h e n  be n o t i f i e d  of y o u r  s p e c i a l  
1 . D .  number which yo\; w i l l  USE: when making y o u r  H e r t z  r e n t a l  
car  reservation and you will r e c e i v e  a 2 0 %  d i s c o u n t  for a 
15-day p e r i o d  b e y i n n i n g  O c t o b e r  Lild t h r o u g h  O c t o b e r  1 6 t h .  
E e  s u r e  t o  i n c l u d e  y o u r  whole a d d r e s s  and  z i p  code as w e l l  
as name of t h e  c i t y  i n  which you i n t e n d  p i c k i n g  up t h e  car.  
I n  t h i s  way, you w i l l  be a s s u r e d  of a n  a d e q u a t e  s e l e c t i o n .  

PASTOR PLEASE NOTE: 
Please compi l e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  and m a i l  t o  t h e  
F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  C/O Budde M a r i n o ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  as 
soon as  p o s s i b l e .  

-- 

YORE "BANG FOR THE BUCK" ON PT NEWSSTANDS LOOKS PROMISING 

I n  a p r e v i o u s  r e p o r t  I had  ment ioned  t h a t  a s i m p l e  1% i n c r e a s e  i n  r e s p o n s e  
t o  t h e  newss tand  PLAIN TRUTH program c o u l d  save t h e  Work $ 2 0 , 0 0 r p e r  month. 
B y  this w e  mean w e  would need  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  less magazines  t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r  
p r e s e n t  l e v e l  of  r e s p o n s e .  With t h i s  i n  mind,  w e  w i l l  now be  working  much 
-loser w i t h  you f i e l d  m i n i s t e r s  and  the newss tand  c o o r d i n a t o r s  t o  h e l p  us  
i n c r e a s e  t h a t  r e s p o n s e  and  make u s  m o r e  cost  e f f e c t i v e .  

Mr, John L a B i s s o n i e r e ,  who h a s  worked  i n  PLAIN TRUTH and  QUEST c i r c u l a t i o n  
i n  t h e  p a s t ,  h a s  been a p p o i n t e d  Newsstand F i e l d  Dexelopment C o o r d i n a t o r .  
H i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  c o n d u c t i n s  marke t  r e s e a r c h  h e r e  i n  Pasadena  
a s  w e l l - a s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
runn ing  communicat ions and  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  sys tem t o  h e l p  s e r v e  you bet ter .  
H e  w i l l  b e  v i s i t i n g  and  working  w i t h  local areas h o l d i n g  workshop t y p e  
s e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  months ahead .  

H e  w i l l  also-be working  t o  d e v e l o p  a smoo the r  

J a c k  B i c k e t ' s  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  j u s t  s u p p l i e d  u s  w i t h  some f i g u r e s  which may 
be of i n t e r e s t .  An e n c o u r a g i n g  s p i n  o f f  f r o m  t h e  PLAIN TRUTH r enewa l  
p r o g r a m  has been  t h e  r e v i t a l i z i n g  o f  many co-workers  and donors who no 
l o n g e r  g i v e  u s  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  From J a n u a r y  t h r o u g h  J u n e ,  6 6 %  o f  t h e  



PASTOR GENERAL ' S REPORT, Augus t 2 I 1 9  79 Page 1 2  

donors and 55% o f  t h e  co-workers who have resumed t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  of 
t h e  Work have done so through t h e  P L A I N  TRUTH renewal program. One t h i n g  
t h i s  shows u s  i s  t h a t  t h e  PLAIN TRUTH i s  s t i l l  va lued  by t h e s e  people  and 
i s  something they  f e e l  worth s u p p o r t i n g ,  

~e wa.nt t c i  encourage everyone cf you t o  keep doing t h e  b e s t  job you can w i t h  
the newsstar-,d ?roqrm. and a l s o  i n  nar%eizj.ng Yr. Armstrong 's  book, The I n c r e -  
d i k - J e  iiwnan. Potential (which is goiiiq wel1;by t h e  way). Thanks f o r  your 
constan.': h a r d  iznrk arid f o r  >-our dedi{c-:atiun and l o y a l  s u p p o r t ,  
_____-I--_- 

W e  want you 
c rzai.i.ze t h a t  w e  60 q p r e c i a t e  your e f f o r t s  very  much. 

--Roger L i p p r o s s ,  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  

ElDiTOF.IAL S E R V I C E S  C'FDATE 
-_-_I-- 

>K. P,:mstroncj has POW edited a n d  approved m o s t  of  tb .e  copy f o r  t ze  October/  
iu'ove,nl-:er coinklned i s s u e  of t h e  PT, W e  s t i l l  have a few ioose  ends t o  t i e  
up 3n t h a k ,  o t h e r w i s e  it i s  b a s i c a l l y  complete i n  t e r m s  of  copy. W e  are 
now iqorkillg . ~ n .  December 

Yr. Armstrong had a l s o  o rde red  t h a t  h i s  a r t i c l e  "What i s  Man?" b e  r e p r i n t e d .  
W e  a r e  happy t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  w e  have a l r e a d y  done so and w e  have some 2 0 , 0 0 0  
c o p i e s  i n  s t g c k .  I t  w i l l  b e  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  P T .  

I a m  n o w  p r e p a r i n g  l e c t u r e s  f o r  t h e  upcoming jou rna l i sm c l a s s .  W e  hope t o  
have a good t u r n c u t  a g a i n  t h i s  s emes te r - - e spec ia l ly  of t h o s e  m i n i s t e r s  
who a r e  i n  on s a b b a t i c a l .  T h i s  t i m e  i t  w i l l  be  a t w o - s e m e s t e r  c l a s s  
which w i l l  a l l ow us  t o  b e  somewhat more thorough i n  deve loping  c e r t a i n  
themes. N e ' l l  l cok  forward t o  s e e i n g  some bf you t h e r e !  

--Brian Knowles 

FO2XDATION P A R T I C I P A T E S  I N  SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

(Editor's - Note: Be rn ie  S c h n i p p e r t ,  a m i n i s t e r  i n  God's Church working h e r e  
i n  ?ass;deila, was i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  r e c e n t  S p e c i a l  Olympics h e l d  i n  
Roches te r ,  N e w  York as a r e s u l t  of  AICF involvement w i t h  t h e  games. H e r e  
j.s h i s  r e p o r t . )  

A.L.C.F. has  completed a n o t h e r  "good works" p r o j e c t  aimed a t  l e t t i n g  o u r  
C h r i s t i a n  l i g h t  s h i n e .  I n  response  t o  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  
1979 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Summer S p e c i a l  Olympic Games l a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  Foundat ion 
3.snt i t s  r e s o u r c e s  t o  h e l p i n g  make t h e  games a s u c c e s s .  The S p e c i a l  Olympics 
-- h e l d  t h i s  y e a r  August 9 through 13--are a serizs of a t h l e t i c  even t s  
( t r a c k  and f i e l d ,  swimming, e t c . )  h e l d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  so  t h a t  t h e  men ta l ly  
handicapped ( r e t a r d e d )  can know t h e  t h r i l l  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a s p o r t s  
e;'ent and p e r s o n a l  achievement.  The Olympics a re  p r e s i d e d  ove r  by M r s .  Eunice 
Kennedy S h r i v e r  (Sena to r  T e d  Kennedy's s i s t e r )  as a p r o j e c t  of t h e  w e l l -  
known and r e s p e c t e d  Joseph P .  Kennedy Foundat ion.  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  Anbassador Foundation w a s  asked  t o  sponsor  2 5  a t h l e t e s  
w i t h  a modest dona t ion ,  t o  run  an a r t i c l e  about  t h e  Olympics i n  Q u e s t  
magazine ( i t  appeared i n  t h e  Juiy/August ,  1 9 7 9  i s s u e )  and t o  produce t h e i r  
s p e c i a l  72-page souven i r  program. Y r .  S t a n l e y  Rader immediately s a w  t h e  
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a d v a n t a g e s  of  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Olympics, f r o m  b o t h  h u m a n i t a r i a n  and 
s p i r i t u a l  p o i n t s  of view,  and  2ave  t h e  go-ahead. 

The Founda t ion  f u l f i l l e d  these commitments w i t h  w a r m  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and  s i n -  
cere t h a n k s  from t h e  S p e c i a l  O . l _ y m p l C s  o f f i c i a l s .  Mss. S h r i v e r  h e r s e l f  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  remarked t h a t  t h e  program w e  p roduced  w a s  a " v e r y  n i c e  g i f t "  
and  " p r o b a b l y  c o u l d  n o t  have  been done" w i t h o u t  t h e  Ambassador F o u n d a t i o n  
(due  t o  h e r  v e r y  h i g h  s t a n d - a r d s  f o r  t h e  p rogram) .  Ambassador F o u n d a t i o n  
can  c o u n t  0x1 h a v i n g  made good i m p r e s s i o n s  and close f r i e n d s  h i g h  w i t h i n  t h e  
Kennedy Founda t ion  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  And c e r t a i n l y  C h r i s t  must 
be w e l l  p l e a s e d  t h a t  w e  were a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  o u r  h e l p  t o  a m e a n i n g f u l  
e v e n t  so  i m p o r t a n t  t o  nany less  f o r t u n a t e  young p e o p l e  and  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

S o u t h e r n  I n d i a  T o m  

M r .  Kulasinqam r e t u r n e d  from a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  t o u r  f rom J u l y  1 4  t h r o u g h  
J u l y  2 2 .  The  e i g h t  c i t i e s  v i s i t e d  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a t t e n d e n c e s  w e r e :  
B a n g a l o r e  2 5 ,  Quilon 2 0 ,  Coinbatore 2 0 ,  Madurai 1 2 ,  Cochin 2 2 ,  
T h i r u c h i r a p a l l i  2 1 ,  Kottayam 2 0 ,  Madras 5 2 .  

M r .  Kulasingam r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  who a t t e n d e d  t h e  m e e t i n g s  h a v e  been  i n  
touch  w i t h  the Work f o r  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  y e a r s .  They a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  t r u t h  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  
t h e i r  c h . i l d r e n ,  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e s ,  homes, jobs,  and  who would b u r y  them. H e  
e x g l a i n e d  t o  them t h a t  a f o u n d a t i o n  was b e i n g  l a i d  and  t h a t  i n  t i m e  t h e  
c h u r c h  would be e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  able  t o  h e l p  w i t h  s u c h  p o i n t s .  

Most of t h o s e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  w e r e  f r o m  Hindu homes ( t h e  n a t i v e  r e l i g i o n  and 
p h i l e s o p h y  of I n d i a ) ,  Four  b a p t i s m s  w e r e  pe r fo rmed  a n d  seven  o u t l y i n g  
B i b l e  studies w i l l  b e  a r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

Mr. Kulasinyam wen t  on t o  r e p o r t :  "This is  t h e  monsoon s e a s o n  f o r  t h e  
s o u t h ,  y e t  t h e  G r e a t  G o d  m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  v i s i t  a l l  t h e s e  p l a c e s  
w i t h o u t  r a i n .  W e  had  s u n s h i n e  a l l  t h e  way. Today t h e  p a p e r s  s a y  t h a t  a l l  
t h e  places w e  v i s i t e d  h a v e  heavy r a i n s  and  i n  s o m e  areas f loods .  Even 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b i l l  on 'Freedom of R e l i g i o n , '  God h a s  i n t e r v e n e d ,  and  a new 
government  i s  se t  u p . " ( T h i s  s o - c a l l e d  "Freedom of R e l i g i o n "  b i l l  w a s  a 
p r c p o s a l  t o  p r e v e n t  c o n v e r t i n g  Hindus t o  any o t h e r  r e l i g i o n .  I t  would 
have  made it i l l e g a l  t o  " p r o s e l y t e " ) .  

Germany 

J u l y  was an  e x h i l a r a t i n g  month f o r  t h e  German-language-area m i n i s t e r s  as 
far as f u t u r e  p l a n n i n g  i s  conce rned .  F i r s t l y ,  M r .  A m s t r o n g ' s  g u i d e l i n e s  
emphas iz ing  t h e  need  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  Church f o r  C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n  have  g i v e n  
u s  a n  e x c i t i n g  f o c u s  f o r  t h e  rest of 1 9 7 9  and  t h e  e a r l y 1 9 8 0 s .  S e c o n d l y ,  
p l a n n i n g  t h e  1 9 8 0  b u d q e t  h a s  h e l p e d  us  a l l  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o u r  t h i n k i n g  o n  
t h e  f u t u r e  h e r e  i n  t h e  German-language areas,  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
o u r  p l a n n e d  i n c r e a s e  i n  PT s u b s c r i b e r  l e v e l s  on t h e  m i n i s t r y  a n d  the  
c h u r c h e s  h e r e .  

To match o u r  hopes  f o r  t h e  comi'ng y e a r ,  t h e  income for J u l y  w a s  up 2 4 %  over 
l a s t  y e a r ,  and  our y e a r - t o - d a t e  income r e g i s t e r s  +lo%. W e a l s o  p u t  2 7 0  
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new subscr ibers  on a u r  l i s t  t h i s  month th rough  u n s o l i c i t e d  p e r s o n a l  r e f e r r a l s  
of r e a d e r s .  The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of p e r s o n 2 1  r e f e r r a l s  will be e x p l o i t e d  on a 
l a r g e r  scz le  n e x t  y e a r -  

God a l s o  seems t o  be open ing  s- door i n  E a s t  Germany. One of o u r  young 
E a s t  German members, Joerg  H a r z ,  h a s  applied.  f o r  pe rmis s io r .  t o  l e a v e  t h e  
c o u n t r y  t,? stuciy a t  Ambassador College i+: Pasadena. So f a r  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  
has  n o t  been rejected, a s  i s  u s U 3 l l y  Instan.tly t k i ?  .=ase, b u t  has i n s t e a d  
been  forwarded 311 tc h i q h e r  administrative l e - ~ e l s  i,r, E a s t  B e r l i n .  

Joerg h a s  k e n  v i s i t e d  t w i c e  by goverrmen-t  an.d p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s ,  who have  
i n t e r v i e w e d  h i m  a s  to h i s  r e a s o n s  for wanting t o  study a t  Ambassador. T h q  
h a v e  t o l d  him t h a t  h i s  chancas  of g e . t t i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p e r m i s s i o n  a r e  
f a i r l y  good,  b u . t  - tha-t  th.: is  would b e  a ' 'first 'f f o r  t h e  col.mtry. Never before 
h a s  a s t u d e n t  of ther,Lggy been allowed to leave E a s t  Germany t o  s tu&y 3 t o  
4 y e a r s  i n  a iioncomiunist: cc,unt.ry. Please pray t h a - t  J o e r g  may r e c e i v e  the 
r,ecessa.xy a u k h o r i z a t i a n  t o  l e a v e  II 3av i rq  ar, & i a s s a d c ; r - e d u c a t e d  r e s i d e n t  
of E a s t  Germany, with ad-tomatic access t o  m o s t  c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  W a r s a w  Pac t . .  
would be a key t o  f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h o s e  areas, 

S p a n i s h  W c r K  -- 

The Spanish l a n q u a g e  e d i t i o n  of t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h  magazine--La P U R A  VERDAD 
--j-s p r e s e n t l y  s z n t  t o  7 2 , 4 4 7  s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  7 3  c o u n t r i e s  wor ldwide .  The 
numher of s u b s c r i b e r s  i s  growing v e r y  r ap j -d ly  a n d  growth  i n  C e n t r a l  and  
S o u t h  A m e r i c a  i s  s e v e r e l y  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  S p a n i s h  Depar t -  
ment  under  R e y i o n a l  D i r e c t o r ,  M r .  Walter D i c k i n s o n .  

Cne f a c t  t n a %  i s  riot commonly r e a l i z e d  is t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  t h e  
5 t h  l a r g e s t  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  b e h i n d  Mexico,  S p a i n ,  
A r q e n t i n a ,  and Columbia. 

'Chis year it has been  f u r t h e r  e n p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  popu1at ic . r  
i n  t h e  U . S .  h a s  Seen  l a r g e l y  un tapped  i n  r e a c h i n g  them w i t h  t h e  message of  
t h e  Gospe l .  O n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  when campaigns h a v e  been  s c h e d u l e d  i n  
t h e  TJ-S., a s i m u l t a n e o u s  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  S p a n i s h  h a s  been  p r o v i d e d  a s  w e l l .  

R e c e n t l y  t w o  P l a i n  T r u t h  l e c t u r e  series w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  Miami-Hialeah 
'rca of  F l o r i d a  by Mr. Al K e r s h a ,  p a s t o r  of t h e  M i a m i  c h u r c h .  The theme 
f o r  e a c h  l e c t u r e  w a s  "Formula f o r  G l o b a l  C r i s i s "  and  "Formula f o r  G l o b a l  
S u c c e s s "  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A s i m u l t a n e o u s  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n  S p a n i s h  w a s  p r o v i d e d  
by M r .  Ronald Dopico,  a M i a m i  m e m b e r .  

A s p e c i a l  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  1 3 7 6  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  L a  P U r W  VERDAD 
was p o s t e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  as t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  2-730 PT s u b s c r i b e r s .  
A t t e n d a n c e s  were e x c e l l e n t  wi.th 1 0 1  new Span i sh - speak ing  and 5 2  English- 
s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g  o n e  o r  more of t h e  l e c t u r e s .  One P U F G  VERDAD 
r e a d e r  f l e w  1 8 0  miles from t h e  i s l a n d  of Key W e s t  t o  a t t e n d  b o t h  of t h e  
n o r t h s i d e  l e c t u r e s .  

Most PV r e a d e r s  who a t t e n d e d  w e r e  s u b s c r i b e r s  who had  s ta r ted  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
magazine  t h r o u g h  PV newss tand  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  an  e f f o r t  which h a s  been  g o i n g  
on s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 6 .  M i a m i  and  s o m e  n e a r b y  communi t ies  are 60-70% S p a n i s h  
s p e a k i a g ,  the  m a j o r i t y  of those b e i n g  Cubans. Upwards of 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  H i s p a n i c s  
r e s i d e  i n  t h i s  area. 
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Undoubtedly t h i s  service t o  o u r  U . S .  "PV" readers w i l l  b e . o f f e r e d  on s i m i l a r  
o c c a s i o n s  i n  o t h e r  areas i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  As a r e s u l t  many m o r e  S p a n i s h -  
s p e a k i n g  U . S .  c i t i z e n s  w i l l  h e a r  p e r s o n a l l y  of t h e  message G o d  h a s  g i v e n  u s  
for t h e s e  t i m e s ,  and  w i l l  be be t te r  able  t o  comprehend b e c a u s e  t h e y  h e a r  i t  
i n  t h e i r  own l anguage .  

--Compiled by R o d  Matthews,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  


