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A f t e r  a good i n c r e a s e  o f  15.5% i n  J a n u a r y ,  t h e  F e b r u a r y  income i n c r e a s e  was 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  The month started o f f  w i t h  n e g a t i v e  f i g u r e s ,  b u t  c o n d i t i o n s  
g r a d u a l l y  improved u n t i l  w e  ended t h e  month w i t h  a 6% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  Febru-  
a r y ,  1984 .  T h i s  b r o u g h t  t h e  y e a r - t o - d a t e  i n c r e a s e  t o  11.2%, which is 
s l i g h t l y  less t h a n  t h e  1 2 %  i n c r e a s e  w e  had budge ted  f o r .  The s e v e r e  weather 
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  F e b r u a r y  p r o b a b l y  l i m i t e d  t h e  income o f  some o f  our c o n t r i b u -  
tors,  d e c r e a s i n g  t h e  amounts  of t h e i r  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s .  

Most d e p a r t m e n t s  have  done a v e r y  good j o b  o f  h o l d i n g  e x p e n s e s  under  bud- 
ge t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  income s h o r t f a l l  was o f f s e t  almost e x a c t l y  by t h e  amount 
t h e  combined d e p a r t m e n t s  were under  budge t .  T h i s  means t h a t  even though 
t h e  r e s e r v e s  a re  s t i l l  too low, t h e y  have  n o t  eroded below e x p e c t e d  amounts 
th rough t h e  end of F e b r u a r y .  

W e  a re  hoping and p r a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  downward income t r e n d  w i l l  change  soon.  
I f  w e  and a l l  t h e  b r e t h r e n  prepare p r o p e r l y  f o r  t h e  s p r i n g  h o l y  day  o f f e r -  
i n g s  and are g e n e r o u s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  how God h a s  b l e s s e d  u s ,  I ' m  s u r e  cond i -  
t i o n s  w i l l  improve. 

--Leroy N e f f ,  T r e a s u r e r  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

God h a s  been r i c h l y  b l e s s i n g  H i s  Church w i t h  new open  doors and much new 
growth. T h i s  is r e s u l t i n g  i n  an  i n c r e a s e d  number o f  new v i s i t  r e q u e s t s  for  
each local pastor.  Many of these v i s i t  r e q u e s t s  are g e n e r a t e d  by T h e  PLAIN 
TRUTH magazine,  and a g r e a t  number by "The  WORLD TOMORROW" telecast. 

I n d i v i d u a l s  making t h e i r  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a m i n i s t e r  o f  God ' s  Church 
e x p e c t  h im to  be j u s t  as w a r m ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  f r i e n d l y  and p e r s o n a b l e  as  
M r .  Armstrong is  on t h e  telecast and i n  h i s  P e r s o n a l s  and a r t i c l e s .  W e  must  
keep t h i s  i n  mind when w e  are t a l k i n g  to  a new c o n t a c t .  If w e  are n o t  care- 
f u l ,  w e  c o u l d  come across as  cold,  too b u s i n e s s l i k e ,  or super e f f i c i e n t .  As 
t h e  Apostle James t e l l s  u s ,  "Who. is a wise man and endued w i t h  knowledge 
among you? L e t  h im shew o u t  of a good c o n v e r s a t i o n  h i s  w o r k s  w i t h  meekness 
of wisdom" (Jas.  3:13). God e x p e c t s  each of u s  to  do h i s  p a r t  to  be a r i g h t  
r e f l e c t i o n  o f  M r .  Armstrong and o f  G o d ' s  Church.  

T h i s  carr ies  o v e r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i n t o  a l l  o f  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  people. W e  
s h o u l d  a s k  o u r s e l v e s  o f t e n ,  "How would J e s u s  C h r i s t  t r e a t  t h i s  person? ' '  W e  
must a s k  G o d  c o n t i n u a l l y  f o r  t h e  mind of C h r i s t  i n  c o u n s e l i n g  and working 
w i t h  H i s  people. God is n o t  h a r s h  and i n c o n s i d e r a t e ,  no r  is H e  l a x  and weak 
i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  H i s  Law. As m i n i s t e r s ,  w e  s h o u l d  a lways  be c o n s c i o u s  o f  
how w e  are a f f e c t i n g  people. God e x p e c t s  u s  to  set  a r i g h t  example i n  t h i s  
area of human r e l a t i o n s .  H e  w i l l  g i v e  u s  t h e  h e l p  w e  need i f  w e  are l o o k i n g  
t o  H i m  for it. 

Regard ing  t h e  upcoming N i g h t  to B e  Much Obse rved ,  it s h o u l d  a g a i n  be ob- 
s e r v e d  t h e  same way as i n  t h e  pas t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  Groups of t w o  or three 
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f a m i l i e s  s h o u l d  eat and f e l l o w s h i p  t o g e t h e r  i n  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h a n k f u l n e s s  
and r e j o i c i n g  f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r a n c e  from s i n  t h a t  w e  as N e w  Tes t amen t  C h r i s -  
t i a n s  e x p e r i e n c e .  The h o s t  or l e a d i n g  man s h o u l d  a s k  God's  b l e s s i n g  on t h e  
meal and t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  b u t  no f u r t h e r  " se rmon iz ing"  s h o u l d  be done.  

The meaning of t h e  N i g h t  t o  B e  Much Observed  s h o u l d  be c a r e f u l l y  e x p l a i n e d  
on t h e  p r e c e d i n g  S a b b a t h ,  and t h e  b r e t h r e n  s h o u l d  be  encouraged  to  bear 
t h a t  meaning i n  mind as  t h e  background and f o c u s  o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  fellow- 
s h i p  d u r i n g  t h i s  special even ing .  A l s o  p o i n t  o u t  how e n j o y a b l e  it is to  
open ou r  homes to  one ano the r - - to  plan and s e r v e  together, h e l p i n g  and 
f e l l o w s h i p p i n g  w i t h  one  a n o t h e r  even  i n  c l e a n u p .  And m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  no 
widows or o t h e r  s i n g l e  p e o p l e  are l e f t  o u t  on  t h i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  o c c a s i o n .  

Some have asked a b o u t  t h e  u s e  of r e s t a u r a n t s  on  t h i s  n i g h t .  Al though e a t i n g  
i n  a r e s t a u r a n t  is n o t  p r o h i b i t e d ,  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  shown t h a t  i t  is much more 
p r e f e r a b l e  t o  have  t h e  meal f o r  t h e  N i g h t  t o  B e  Much' Observed  i n  homes 
r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  r e s t a u r a n t s .  The o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  q u a l i t y  f e l l o w s h i p  is f a r  
greater i n  a home t h a n  i n  a r e s t a u r a n t .  And s i n c e  t h e  N i g h t  to  B e  Much 
Observed d o e s  celebrate coming o u t  of  t h e  s i n  of t h i s  wor ld ,  o b s e r v i n g  i t  
wi th  b r e t h r e n  i n  an  i n t i m a t e ,  home a tmosphere  is much more mean ingfu l .  

A r e s t a u r a n t ,  even  i n  a p r i v a t e  room, p r o v i d e s  too many p o s s i b i l i t i e s  for  
t h i n g s  t o  g o  wrong t h a t  might  spoi l  or p u t  a damper on  t h e  e v e n i n g .  P l a n s  
or r e s e r v a t i o n s  c a n  be f o u l e d  up i n  many ways. There  c o u l d  be too f e w  
seats ,  wrong food s e r v e d ,  i m p r o p e r l y  prepared food, poor  s e r v i c e ,  unex- 
p e c t e d  n o i s e  ("music")  or o t h e r  d i s t r a c t i o n s ,  l a s t - m i n u t e  c a n c e l l a t i o n s  d u e  
to  s i c k  c h i l d r e n  or a u t o  problems, d i f f i c u l t i e s  or s e n s i t i v i t i e s  i n  comput- 
i ng  each  f a m i l y ' s  s h a r e  of t h e  b i l l ,  etc. These  t h i n g s  have  a c t u a l l y  hap- 
pened  to v a r i o u s  b r e t h r e n  a t  one  t i m e  or a n o t h e r  when t h e y  a t e  i n  restau- 
r a n t s  on t h e  N i g h t  t o  B e  Much Observed.  Many who have  o b s e r v e d  t h i s  v e r y  
special even ing  i n  r e s t a u r a n t s  f e l t  t h e y  mis sed  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  
On t h e  o t h e r  hand, w e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  may be t h e  rare  s i t u a t i o n  where 
some may f i n d  a r e s t a u r a n t  s e t t i n g  appropriate. 

B e  sure  t o  a l so  remind t h e  b r e t h r e n  to  p l a n  and prepare w e l l  &I advance for 
t h i s  s p r i n g  f e s t i v a l  p e r i o d  so t h e y  w o n ' t  come up short  a t  t h e  l a s t  minu te  
because  of  meal needs  on  t h e  f i r s t  h o l y  day .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  be  t w o  s e r v i c e s  
on t h a t  day  as on  a l l  h o l y  d a y s  e x c e p t  Atonement.  

On a n o t h e r  s u b j e c t ,  w e  have been  asked s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  s a v i n g  sec- 
ond t i t h e  from one y e a r  to  t h e  n e x t  t o  v i s i t  a n  o v e r s e a s  Feast  s i t e ,  or a 
d i s t a n t  one on o n e ' s  own c o n t i n e n t .  I f  it is n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a member t o  s a v e  
h i s  e x c e s s  second t i t h e  to  m a k e  such  a t r i p ,  h e  s h o u l d  f i r s t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  
h i s  local pastor. H i s  pastor s h o u l d  h e l p  him e v a l u a t e  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of 
t r a n s f e r r i n g  to  a d i s t a n t  s i t e .  

The f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  u s e  of second  t i t h e  is t o  p r o p e r l y  
rejoice b e f o r e  God a t  o n e ' s  a s s i g n e d  Feast s i te .  Members s h o u l d  n o t  " s k i m p  
and save"  d u r i n g  t h e  Feast  one  y e a r  so t h e y  c a n  t r a v e l  t o  a f a raway  s i t e  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  N o t  o n l y  s h o u l d  a member p r o p e r l y  rejoice before G o d  a t  t h e  
Feast, he  s h o u l d  f u l f i l l  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  to  share h i s  b l e s s i n g s  w i t h  t h e  
less f o r t u n a t e  by s e n d i n g  i n  some e x c e s s  second  t i t h e .  H e  s h o u l d  also con- 
t r i b u t e  t h e  t i t h e  o f  t h e  second t i t h e  to  t h e  Church. I f  h e  is f i n a n c i a l l y  
able to d o  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and s t i l l  have  e x t r a  second t i t h e ,  t h e n  he  c o u l d  
s a v e  t h e  e x c e s s  u n t i l  he  h a s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  t r a n s f e r  to  a n  o v e r s e a s  or other- 
wise d i s t a n t  Feast s i te .  
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Members who are  s a v i n g  second t i t h e  o v e r  i n  t h i s  manner s h o u l d  a l so  have  a 
v a l i d  r e a s o n  for wan t ing  to  t r a n s f e r - - s u c h  as v i s i t i n g  p a r e n t s  or grand-  
c h i l d r e n  whom t h e y  have n o t  s e e n  for y e a r s ,  or specif ic  e d u c a t i o n a l  oppor- 
t u n i t i e s  ( f o r  example,  v i s i t i n g  H e a d q u a r t e r s  or J e r u s a l e m ) .  T h e i r  d e s i r e  
s h o u l d  n o t  be s i m p l y  t h a t  of w a n t i n g  to  t a k e  a v a c a t i o n .  

Thank you,  as a lways ,  f o r  your  f a i t h f u l  l a b o r  o f  p r a y e r  f o r  M r .  Armst rong  
and a l l  of u s  here i n  Pasadena .  Our p r a y e r s  are w i t h  you i n  t h e  g r e a t  ca l l -  
i n g  God h a s  p l a c e d  upon your  s h o u l d e r s .  

Recen t  O r d i n a t i o n s  

On t h e  S a b b a t h ,  December 1, 1984,  M r .  Denn i s  Leap was o r d a i n e d  a local  
church  e l d e r  by M r .  G e r a l d  F l u r r y ,  pastor o f  t h e  Pasco, Washington 
c o n g r e g a t i o n .  M r .  Leap, who r e c e n t l y  moved t o  N e w  Y o r k ,  now s e r v e s  i n  t h e  
B u f f a l o  ( S o u t h ) ,  N e w  Y o r k  church .  

During t h e  N e w  Zea land  r e g i o n a l  m i n i s t e r i a l  c o n f e r e n c e  F e b r u a r y  2 1  and 2 2 ,  
1985,  M r .  David Klenne r ,  of t h e  P a l m e r s t o n  N o r t h  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  was o r d a i n e d  
a local c h u r c h  e l d e r .  Hands were l a i d  on Mr. Klenner  by e v a n g e l i s t  M r .  
G e r a l d  Waterhouse ,  N e w  Zea land  R e g i o n a l  Director Mr. Peter  Na than ,  Mr. Jack 
Croucher  and M r .  L y a l l  J o h n s t o n . .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

From M r .  Bob Morton W e  i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  and A s i a n  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e  c o n t i n u e  
to  be most encouraged  by t h e  number o f  WATS 1 i n e . c a l l s  b e i n g  r e c e i v e d  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  telecast. Throughou t  J a n u a r y  w e  a v e r a g e d  o v e r  
90 c a l l s  each week.  

Wi th  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  o u r  f o u r  WATS l i n e s ,  w e  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  migh t  be  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  drop i n  t h e  number o f  l e t t e r s  r e c e i v e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  
telecast .  However, w e  are pleased to  n o t e  t h a t  there was o n l y  a small drop 
i n  J a n u a r y .  When w e  add t o g e t h e r  t h e  WATS l i n e  and l e t t e r  r e s p o n s e s  to  t h e  
telecast  for J a n u a r y ,  t h e  number o f  r e q u e s t s  i n c r e a s e d  by 126.5% o v e r  t h e  
same month l a s t  y e a r .  Of t h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g  to  t h e  te lecast ,  e i t h e r  by phone 
or l e t t e r ,  82% r e q u e s t e d  a PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i p t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

We are a lso d e l i g h t e d  by t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  b e i n g  shown by S r i  Lankan 
v i e w e r s  to  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  telecast c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  a i r e d  e a c h  Sunday even- 
i n g  a t  7:30 p.m. o v e r  Colombo s t a t i o n  ITN11.  I n  J a n u a r y ,  728 v i e w e r s  wrote 
i n  r e q u e s t i n g  The PLAIN TRUTH magazine  and t h e  other l i t e r a t u r e  o f f e r e d  by 
M r .  Armstrong on t h e  programme. I f  t h i s  t r e n d  c o n t i n u e s ,  t h e  PLAIN TRUTH 
m a i l i n g  l i s t  i n  S r i  Lanka w i l l  more t h a n  d o u b l e  by t h e  end  of 1985.  

By t h e  end o f  J a n u a r y ,  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  November, 1984 semiannua l  l e t t e r ,  
o f f e r i n g  THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT CHRISTMAS and  THE SEVEN LAWS OF SUCCESS, had 
r e s u l t e d  i n  10,890 r e s p o n s e s  from A u s t r a l i a n  PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i b e r s .  
These  r e s p o n s e s  r e p r e s e n t  12.4% of t h e  m a i l i n g  list. Over t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  
o f  t h e  people who responded a s k e d  f o r  b o t h  booklets. 

The  r e s p o n s e  from A s i a n  s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  s e m i a n n u a l  l e t t e r  
totaled 5,778 r e q u e s t s  by t h e  end of January--10.8% of t h e  A s i a n  m a i l i n g  
l ist .  Because  of t h e  d i s t a n c e s  i n v o l v e d ,  r e s p o n s e s  from t h e  A s i a n  area 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  come i n  f o r  many months y e t .  
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W e  r e c e i v e d  and p r o c e s s e d  a t o t a l  of 28,346 l e t t e r s  i n  January- -a  5.7% i n -  
crease ove r  J a n u a r y ,  1984. Outgoing  mail i n c r e a s e d  by 1.0%, w i t h  a t o t a l  of 
64,405 p i e c e s  of  mail  s e n t  to i n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r s .  

From M r .  C o l i n  A d a i r  E x c e p t  i n  t h e  area of f i n a n c e s ,  J a n u a r y  has started 
t h e  year o f f  v e r y  w e l l  f o r  God's work  i n  Canada. Response to  M r .  Arm- 
s t r o n g ' s  l a t e s t  semiannua l  l e t t e r  h a s  been  t a b u l a t e d ,  The f o l l o w i n g  f i g -  
u r e s  show t h e  numbers and p e r c e n t a g e s  of r e s p o n s e .  

Mai led  Responses  P e r c e n t a g e  

ENGLISH 233,002 23,979 10.3% 
FRENCH 67,042 13,078 19.5% 

The F rench  r e s p o n s e  is i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  it shows how much more e f f e c t i v e  
m a i l i n g  t h e  semiannua l  l e t t e r  is o v e r  s t i t c h i n g  i t  i n t o  t h e  F r e n c h  l anguage  
PLAIN TRUTH. A y e a r  ago when w e  s t i t c h e d  t h e  semiannua l  i n t o  L a  PURE 
VERITE, w e  r e c e i v e d  a 1.9% r e s p o n s e .  By m a i l i n g  t h e  most r e c e n t  l e t t e r  sep-  
a r a t e l y ,  t h e  r e s p o n s e  jumped d r a m a t i c a l l y .  

Newspaper i n s e r t s  c o n t i n u e  to  t r i ck le  i n .  A s  o f  t h i s  w r i t i n g  w e  have re- 
c e i v e d  43,498. T h i s  campaign c u l m i n a t e s  soon  i n  Mani toba ,  b e i n g  t h e  l a s t  
p r o v i n c e  t o  have  t h e  newspaper i n s e r t s .  

I n  J a n u a r y ,  w e  began a t r i a l  project o f  a d v e r t i z i n g  and o f f e r i n g  The  PLAIN 
TRUTH th rough  a t r a n s i t  shelter i n  t h e  c i t y  of Winnipeg. T h i s  same e x p e r i -  
ment w i l l  be  expanded to  f i v e  o t h e r  ci t ies:  Vancouver ,  C a l g a r y ,  Regina ,  
T o r o n t o  and H a l i f a x .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  t r a n s i t  s h e l t e r s ,  w e  have  been  of- 
f e r e d  access to  a shopp ing  m a l l  i n  each of t h e s e  c i t i es .  As w e  are p r o v i d e d  
r e n t a l  space f r e e  for one  month, w e  have  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e v a l u a t e  t h e  ef- 
f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  t y p e  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  weeks  of 
t h e  project, 1 , 0 0 0  magazines  were d i s t r i b u t e d  from t h e  t r a n s i t  s h e l t e r  i n  
Winnipeg. 

A new direct  m a i l  campaign is now underway. Approx ima te ly  one  m i l l i o n  
pieces ( e i g h t  hundred thousand of which are i n  E n g l i s h  and t h e  remainder  i n  
F rench)  w i l l  be  mailed. W e  are e s t i m a t i n g  a 5 t o  6% r e s p o n s e .  

W e  r e c e n t l y  o f f e r e d  The GOOD NEWS t o  PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i b e r s  who have been  
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  magazine f o r  a t  l eas t  t w o  y e a r s  or have  renewed twice. W e  re- 
c e i v e d  a 17% r e s p o n s e  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  GOOD NEWS and a 20.7% r e s p o n s e  for t h e  
French .  

Incoming mail was up a h e a l t h y  38.7% o v e r  J a n u a r y ,  1984. T h i s  t r a n s l a t e s  
i n t o  53,124 l e t te rs ,  c a r d s  and ca l l s  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  Of t h i s  f i g u r e  11,281 
were f i r s t  c o n t a c t s .  Outgoing  mail d e c r e a s e d  288, a l t h o u g h  w e  s t i l l  s e n t  
out108,375 pieces. The number of  WATS c a l l s  r e c e i v e d  was 1,537, a d e c r e a s e  
o f  2.7% from l a s t  y e a r .  Canad ians ,  i t  seems, do  n o t  u s e  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  as 
f r e q u e n t l y  as t h e i r  c o u s i n s  to  t h e  s o u t h .  

--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
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UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

I n t e r e s t i n q  and Unusual  Packaqes S e n t  to  G o d ' s  Church 

N o t  o n l y  does God's Church r e c e i v e  t o n s  of l e t t e r s  and c a r d s  each  y e a r ,  w e  
also r e c e i v e  some u n u s u a l  and amusing packages. To e n a b l e  you to see t h a t  
some of  ou r  w o r k  h a s  amusing o v e r t o n e s ,  we're l i s t i n g  a few o f  t h e  items 
we've r e c e i v e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  W e  are i n  no way t r y i n g  to  m a k e  l i g h t  of 
p e o p l e ' s  s i n c e r i t y  by p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  list. However, i n  most of t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  cases, t h e s e  t h i n g s  were i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  humorous: 

M a n u s c r i p t s  and cassette tapes from self-proclaimed p r o p h e t s .  
F rozen  food  t h a t  was q u i t e  u n f r o z e n  when i t  reached  u s .  
A f i v e - g a l l o n  c a n  o f  popcorn  i n  three d i f f e r e n t  f l a v o r s .  
Garden s e e d s .  
A box o f  odds  and e n d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  unopened " a n t i q u e "  b o t t l e  of 
Coca-Col a. 
A rock from a n  atomic bomb s i t e  i n  N e w  Mexico. 
Water from t h e  J o r d a n  R i v e r .  
Gold tee th  and f i l l i n g s .  
Two s t i c k s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  I s r ae l  and J u d a h  (Ezek. 37:17- 
1 8 ) .  
Used r a z o r s ,  t o o t h b r u s h e s  and a b a r  of soap m e t i c u l o u s l y  decorated 
wi th  s e q u i n s .  
A rubbe r  snake .  
Na i l s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  " B u i l d i n g  Fund." 
A box o f  b r i c k s .  
S e v e r a l  old n e c k t i e s ,  d e s i g n a t e d  as  h i s  " f i r s t  t i e , "  "second t i e , "  
" t h i r d  t i e "  and " t i e  of t h e  t i e . "  

c o n c l u s i o n  of t h e  matter? A l m o s t  a n y t h i n g  c a n  come i n  t h e  mail--and 
has  ! 

Reminder About Holy Day O f f e r i n g  Enve lopes  

Holy Day o f f e r i n g  e n v e l o p e s  have been s e n t  to  a l l  members i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  I f  any  members 
have n o t  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r s  by Ironday, March 25, p l e a s e  have them c o n t a c t  Mail 
P r o c e s s i n g  by c a l l i n g  o u r  toll-free number (1-800-423-4444) b e f o r e  F r i d a y ,  
-- March 29. Replacement  e n v e l o p e s  w i l l  be s e n t  immedia te ly  by f i r s t  class 
mail to  those needing  them. 

Most s h o u l d  have  a r r i v e d  by t h e  t i m e  you r e a d  t h i s .  

B i b l e  S t u d y  Awakens B r e t h r e n  t o  Scope o f  God ' s  Work 

A number of members have w r i t t e n  i n ,  commenting on t h e  tape of M r .  Ray 
W r i g h t ' s  r e c e n t  B i b l e  s t u d y  i n  Pasadena .  They were amazed and g r e a t l y  
encouraged to  more f u l l y  r e a l i z e  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i z e ,  scope, and c o m p l e x i t y  of 
God's end-time w o r k .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t r u l y  h e l p e d  them t o  see t h e  " b i g "  
p i c t u r e ,  and a lso r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  impor t ance  of t h e i r  par t  i n  God's Church,  
as t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r s  show: . 
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I wish to  t a k e  t h i s  t i m e  to  s a y  thank  you t o  Mr. Wr igh t  f o r  t h e  
sermon w e  h e a r d  v i a  tape a b o u t  t h e  w o r k .  Sometimes w e  t h i n k  
small b e c a u s e  of  t h e  small amount w e  are a b l e  t o  g i v e .  B u t  God 
c e r t a i n l y  shows u s  t h a t  it is H i s  w o r k ,  j u s t  by t h e  growth ,  
q u a l i t y ,  and up-to-the-minute a r t ic les  w r i t t e n  e a c h  and e v e r y  
month. I f e e l  t h e  sermon h e l p e d  u s  t o  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  how our  
p r a y e r s  and o f f e r i n g s  are needed. Thank you for g i v i n g  us  t h e  
f a c t s  i n  l a n g u a g e  w e  c a n  a l l  re la te  to. 

J . H .  ( M o n r o e v i l l e ,  P A )  

I wanted to  thank  you f o r  t h e  tape by M r .  Wr igh t  on  t h e  impact of 
t h e  Church.  I t  is remarkable how w e  don '  t r e a l i z e  how r e a l l y  
g r e a t  t h i s  w o r k  is u n l e s s  w e  are told.  T h e r e  is a t endency  t o  see 
it  o n l y  on t h e  local l e v e l .  I t  is t r u e ,  as you have  sa id ,  t h e  
success of  t h e  w o r k  is i n  p r o p o r t i o n  to  how much w e  p l e a s e  God. I 
a m  v e r y  happy t o  b e  a par t  of so g r e a t  a w o r k .  

L.W. ( H a r r i s o n ,  AR)  

The sermon t a p e  by M r .  Wr igh t  t e l l i n g  us  of t h e  t remendous growth 
i n  t h e  w o r k  was so e x c i t i n g  and e n c o u r a g i n g .  B u t  i t  a l so  t a u g h t  
m e  a l e s s o n .  I had j u s t  r e c e i v e d  my a n n u a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
s t a t e m e n t  and my head was s w o l l e n  b e c a u s e  my t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  
had amounted to  almost twice t h e  f i r s t  t i t h e  f i g u r e  of my y e a r l y  
income. B u t  t h e  f e w  hundred  d o l l a r s  I g a v e  was j u s t  a " d r o p  i n  
t h e  bucke t "  compared to  a $120 m i l l i o n  o p e r a t i n g  budget .  

I am now s i m p l y  v e r y  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  I a m  p h y s i c a l l y  able  t o  w o r k  
and s u p p o r t  t h i s  commission and r e a l i z e  G o d  wan t s  ou r  h e a r t s  i n  
t h e  work .  H e  w i l l  see t h a t  t h e  income is added as needed,  and I 
do  n o t  have  to  be  " impressed"  w i t h  my own d o n a t i o n s - - j u s t  keep my 
hear t  i n  t h e  w o r k .  I w i l l  p r a y  t h a t  a l l  t h e  b r e t h r e n ,  d o n o r s ,  and 
co-workers c a n  c o n t i n u e  to  prosper so t h i s ' w o r k  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  
answer e v e r y  r e q u e s t .  

Mrs. N.W. (Concord,  NH) 

M r .  Ray Wr igh t  had u s  on  t h e  edge  of o u r  seats l a s t  S a b b a t h  as we 
l i s t e n e d  to  h i s  t a p e  a b o u t  t h e  g rowth  of t h e  w o r k .  

Mrs. S.G.  ( M a n s f i e l d ,  LA) 

Please accept my small t i t h e  to  h e l p  you i n  do ing  God's w o r k .  
T h i s  past  S a b b a t h  w e  h e a r d  a sermon tape of M r .  Ray Wr igh t  on  t h e  
scope of t h e  w o r k .  I t  r e a l l y  made m e  r e a l i z e  how i m p o r t a n t  o u r  
t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  are i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  w o r k  done.  Thank you for 
t h e  sermon tapes from H e a d q u a r t e r s .  They seem to come j u s t  when 
I need t o  h e a r  a b o u t  a c e r t a i n  topic. 

A.C. (Henderson,  K Y )  

W e  appreciated so much h e a r i n g  a tape by Mr. Ray Wr igh t  t oday  o n  
G o d ' s  work!  One d o e s n ' t  t h i n k  o f  i t s  g i g a n t i c  scope. or how v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t  a par t  w e  each  have i n  d o i n g  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  work  o n  
e a r t h .  Much t h a n k s  to  G o d  f o r  you,  M r .  Armst rong ,  and a l l  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  who are a lways  there to  i n s t r u c t  and encourage  us! 

S . W .  ( D u l u t h ,  MN) . 

- -Richard R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  
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ON THE WORLD SCENE 

U.S .-EUROPE RIFT OVER CENTRAL AMERICA; 
ETHIOPIA AND KENNEDY; NOVEL SOLUTION TO A I D S  

T h e r e ' s  no m i s t a k i n g  it now: C e n t r a l  America h a s  become t h e  number o n e  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Washington  is step- 
p i n g  up b o t h  t h e  rhetoric as  w e l l  as t h e  a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  p r e s s u r e  on  t h e  
M a r x i s t  S a n d i  n is t a  regime.  

I n  some o f  t h e  b l u n t e s t  words to  d a t e ,  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan s a i d  i n  a press  
c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  h e  w o n ' t  be s a t i s f i e d  u n t i l  t h e  S a n d i n i s t a  r u l e r s  s a y  
" u n c l e , "  and open  up t h e  gove rnmen ta l  process t o  t h e  pro-Western forces now 
a r r a y e d  a g a i n s t  them.  T h i s  c h a l l e n g e  o n l y  m a k e s  t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  c l i n g  a l l  
t h e  t i g h t e r  t o  power. 

S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  George S c h u l z ,  i n  a major a d d r e s s  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  
c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  f r ee -wor ld  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  "Brezhnev D o c t r i n e . "  The  
l a t t e r  was f o r m u l a t e d  by t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  1968 i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  
break-away o f  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  from t h e  communist wor ld .  S imply  s t a t ed ,  t h e  
Brezhnev D o c t r i n e  a f f i r m s  a once-communist-always-communist p o l i c y ,  t h a t  
t h e  S o v i e t s  and o t h e r  b l o c  c o u n t r i e s  have  t h e  r i g h t  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  a wobbly 
communist s t a t e  i n  order t o  " p r e s e r v e  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  socialism." S e c r e t a r y  
S c h u l z  s a i d  t h e  U . S .  and t h e  West i n  g e n e r a l  s h o u l d  n o t  be a f r a i d  t o  restore 
a f r ee -wor ld  c o u n t r y ,  h a v i n g  f a l l e n  under  communism, t o  i t s  fo rmer  s t a t u s ,  

Thus t h e  a n t e  is mounting. P r e s i d e n t  Reagan knows he  h a s  b u t  t w o  choices 
open to  him now: L e t  N i c a r a g u a  a l o n e ,  a l l o w i n g  it to  i n f e c t  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  
i n  t h e  reg ion- - for  t h e i r s  is a r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h o u t  borders - -or  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  
i n d i g e n o u s  c o n t r a  forces f i g h t i n g  t h e  M a r x i s t  government .  S h o u l d  t h e  l a t -  
ter p o l i c y  f a i l ,  t h e  U.S.  somewhere down t h e  road w i l l  be  f a c e d  w i t h  t w o  
o t h e r  more p a i n f u l  c h o i c e s :  L e t  communism s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  region--or  
send  i n  American troops to  redress t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  power. 

N o  one wan t s  t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  l a t t e r  o p t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c a l l y  con- 
t r o l l e d  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a l so  i n s i s t s  o n  b l o c k i n g  m i l i t a r y  a i d  t o  
t h e  c o n t r a  " f reedom f i g h t e r s "  (as t h e  P r e s i d e n t  ca l l s  t h e m ) .  T h e  Sandin-  
i s tas  know t h i s  r e l u c t a n c e  w e l l ;  t h e y  f l o a t  phony proposals d e s i g n e d  p r i -  
m a r i l y  t o  sound peacefu l - - such  as o f f e r i n g  to  s e n d  home 100 Cuban a d v i s o r s  
( o u t  of  t h e  few thousand  who are t h e r e ) - - i n  o r d e r  to  i n f l u e n c e  Congres s  t o  
w i t h h o l d  arms g o i n g  t o  t h e i r  enemies .  

T h i s  is a b i g  and growing f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  cr is is .  And it is h a v i n g  a n  i n -  
c r e a s i n g  impact on t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  NATO a l l i a n c e .  Washington and  
most European  cap i ta l s  view t h e  c r i s i s  t h r o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  prisms. S imply  
p u t ,  t h e  Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p e r c e i v e s  a g e n u i n e  t h r e a t  t o  America's na- 
t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  Many Europeans ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  b e l i e v e  t h e  U.S .  is 
a c t i n g  p a r a n o i d  o v e r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a small  "socialist" s ta te .  T h i s  
"misunde r s t and ing"  o v e r  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  of t h e  cr is is  i n  C e n t r a l  America 
h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  r i p p i n g  NATO a s u n d e r ,  as American a n a l y s t  I r v i n g  Kris- 
to1  writes i n  t h e  March 1985 i s s u e  of ENCOUNTER, a B r i t i s h  j o u r n a l  o f  c u r -  
r e n t  a f f a i r s ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  a r t s .  Here are key e x c e r p t s  from h i s  
l e n g t h y  warning  to  t h e  Europeans ,  t i t l e d  "A T r a n s a t l a n t i c  'Misunde r s t and-  
i n g '  '' : 
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The basic reason for the increasing tensions between the United 
States and its Western European allies--and not only in the case 
of Central America, which is more symptom than cause--is the di- 
vergence that has occurred, ever since World War 11, in the 
political ethos [guiding beliefs] of the United States and 
Western Europe. This divergence can be simply stated: The poli- 
tical ethos of Western Europe has been significantly influenced 
by socialist ideas and socialist modes of thinking, while the 
political ethos of the United States has been only superficially 
affected by them.. . . 
There are two...ways in which the socialist temper caused Western 
Europe to recoil from a more assertive foreign policy. The first 
has to do with its imperial past, about which most Europeans are 
convinced they ought to feel guilty. They are, as a result, in- 
hibited from any action that might even seem to be "imperialis- 
tic.". . . Secondly, because European socialism and European com- 
munism have a common root in Marxism, European socialism is at 
least partially disarmed, ideologically, when confronting mil- 
itant Communism.... 

It is a fact that, for over a century and a half now, the nations 
of Central America have demonstrated an extraordinary incapacity 
for self-government .... The nations of the region are either in 
turmoil or in potential turmoil. And now there is a new element, 
in the form of Soviet-Cuban intervention in that turmoil, with 
the intention of establishing Marxist-Leninist regimes in the 
area, and throughout the Southern hemisphere as well. 

Do such regimes necessarily constitute any kind of threat to the 
United States? Europeans tend to think that the U.S. government 
is indulging in hysterical exaggeration when it asserts they 
are.... Why, they ask, cannot the United States live amiably 
with neighbouring nations that have different socio-economic 
systems? The answer is, of course, that the United States has 
little trouble doing just that. There have been left-wing and 
quasi-socialist regimes established in Peru, Bolivia, even in 
Mexico, and they have not precipitated any kind of crisis in U.S. 
foreign policy. But Marxist-Leninist regimes, actively supported 
with military aid and economic subvention by the Soviet Union, 
are a new kind of challenge. These tend to be totalitarian 
tyrannies, not the more familiar left-wing dictatorships or one- 
party left-wing governments. With massive Soviet assistance, 
they are enduring tyrannies--as enduring as the Soviet tyranny 
itself. And they (i.e., Cuba and Nicaragua) are active Soviet 
allies in this hemisphere--which is to say, they are active 
American enemies.... 

From a purely military point of view, the movement of countries 
such as Cuba and Nicaragua into the Soviet camp is not at all such 
a trivial matter. Cuba today is, after the United States, the 
largest and most powerful military force in the Western hemis- 
phere--much more powerful than Canada or Brazil, for instance.... 
In addition, Cuba has provided--and is continuing to expand such 
provision--submarine bases for the Soviet fleet and airfields 
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where Soviet planes can land. In the strict and narrowest sense 
of US national security--i.e., defence of the continental home- 
land--Cuba is no threat. It will never invade the United States. 
But should there be a Soviet-American confrontation, those Soviet 
bases and Cuba's own military strength--to say nothing of its 
strategic location on the sea lanes--would surely count for some- 
thing. 

And there is another consideration. Yes, there really are domi- -- noes out there (and they are especially there in Central Ameri- 
ca). . . . All revolutions in Central America have some indigenous 
roots. But that insurrection in El Salvador co.uld not be so 
threatening were it not for Cuban and Nicaraguan assistance to 
the rebels. And if a Marxist-Leninist regime is once established 
in El Salvador, what will happen to Honduras, Costa Rica, Guate- 
mala, and Panama, where embryonic revolutionary movements are al- 
ready active? And what, eventually, will happen to Mexico it- 
self? These are all very shaky regimes, rife with corruption, 
and with ineffectual military establishments. Their vulnerabili- 
ty is acute. 

These nations are well aware of their vulnerability, which is why 
they are now engaged in the so-called "Contadora process," trying 
to act as peace-making mediators for the region. But, though 
everyone expresses pious approval of such mediation, the sad 
truth is that it is more political theatre than anything else. 
These countries have no independent "leverage" on the situation-- 

~ 

they - are simply too weak. And there are no "misunderstandings" 
to clear up, since the United States and the Sandinistas under- 
stand each- other well enough.. . . [And] economic assistance does 
not really provide an answer to the immediate threat of Marxist- 
Leninist insurrection.. . . 
To some degree, the European attitude is little more than a 
desperate hope that it can keep comfortably aloof from the 
turbulence of a world-wide ideological conflict. ... Whatever the 
sources of the European perspective and European conduct...one 
thing is clear: America's European allies are fast approaching a 
moment of decision. The United States is not going to remain 
committed to the defence of Western Europe, at the risk of nu- 
clear annihilation, if Western Europe is not equally committed to 
the defence of America's interests. -- In the debate over Central 
America, the very existence of NATO itself is at stake.... 
So our allies in Western Europe should start thinking with some 
care about Central America. As things now stand, they are too 
inclined to be frivolous, distancing themselves publicly from 
American policy in order to appease anti-American political 
opinion at home, while at the same time offering private as- 
surances of solidarity. It is a short-sighted tactic--as any 
such appeasement generally is. A major clash between the United 
States and Europe over Central America could soon lead to 
overwhelming pressures in the United States for a redefinition of 
its role in NATO--even to the point -- of the withdrawal of U.S. 
forces -- from the European continent. This prospect is something 
Europeans should ponder most seriously. 

--- 
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I t  s h o u l d  be obv ious  a l so  t h a t  Moscow h a s  e v e r y  i n c e n t i v e  t o  keep t h e  p r e s -  
sure on t h e  U.S.  i n  C e n t r a l  America. I t  sees renewed hope for one of  its 
most s o u g h t - a f t e r  o b j e c t i v e s :  t h e  removal of U.S.  ground f o r c e s  from 
Western Europe. Only a f t e r  t h i s  occurs c a n  t h e  process of c o n f e d e r a t i n g  
t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  Western and E a s t e r n  Europe begin .  

I n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1985 WALL STREET JOURNAL, John  R. S i lbe r ,  p r e s i d e n t  of 
Boston U n i v e r s i t y ,  wrote a n  o p i n i o n  piece e n t i t l e d  " P l a i n  T a l k  Behind 
Closed Doors i n  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a . "  D r .  S i l b e r  was a member of  t h e  K i s s i n g e r  
Commission, which d r a f t e d  recommendations r e g a r d i n g  t h e  war-ravaged r e g i o n .  
D r .  S i l b e r  said t h a t  t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  d i s t o r t  h i s t o r y ,  as a l l  communists do, 
to j u s t i f y  t h e i r  need for mass ive  arms to defend  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  H e  a lso 
d ivu lged  t h e  fears t h a t  most of t h e  other leaders of t h e  r e g i o n  have b u t  are 
a f r a i d  to speak of openly .  N i c a r a g u a ' s  growing might  i n t i m i d a t e s  them, and 
nowhere is there absolute  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  p r e s e n t s  an e f f e c t i v e  
c o u n t e r f o r c e .  E x c e r p t s  of D r .  S i lbe r ' s  a r t ic le  follow. 

The U.S.  d i d  n o t  force t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  i n t o  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d -  
up. The  U . S .  d i d  not  encourage  t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  to censo r  t h e  
p r e s s ,  i n s t a l l  b lock  committees; f o r b i d  free labor un ions ,  i m -  
p r i s o n  and harass t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  and u l t i m a t e l y  h o l d  a sham 
e l e c t i o n .  W e  i n  t h e  U . S .  s h o u l d . n o t  reproach o u r s e l v e s  for forc- 
i n g  t h e  S a n d i n i s t a s  i n t o  Narxism and militarism--for w e  d i d  n o t .  
Our error was i n  f a i l i n g  t o  p e r c e i v e  t h a t  a f te r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
t h e  L e n i n i s t  S a n d i n i s t a s  who had t h e  guns would set up a dicta- 
t o r sh ip  and blame t h e i r  b e t r a y a l  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  on us. . . .  

Many c i t i z e n s  of t h e  U.S .  are s t i l l  r e l u c t a n t  to  accept t h e  
rea l i t i es  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  C e n t r a l  Americans,  on t h e  other 
hand, are a c u t e l y  aware of t h e  threat  on t h e i r  doorsteps. When 
members of t h e  K i s s i n g e r  Commission m e t  i n  p r i v a t e  w i t h  high- 
ranking  c i v i l i a n  leaders i n  C e n t r a l  America, w e  were t o l d  of 
t h e i r  deep conce rn  over  t h e  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d u p  i n  Nica ragua  and t h e  
mass ive  Soviet-Cuban p r e s e n c e  there. W i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  these 
leaders agreed -- t h a t  t h e  government  of Nica raqua  de te rmined  to 
e x p o r t  revolu t ion . . . .  

I n  Panama, t h e  leaders made it clear to  u s  t h a t  the Panama Cana l  
may w e l l &  under at tack w i t h i n  three or f o u r  years if n o t h i n g  is  
-- done to  c o n t a i n  - t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in Nicaragua. Y e t  p u b l i c l y ,  tG 
leaders of Panama have been r e l u c t a n t  t o  speak of s u c h  a possi- 
b i l i t y .  Costa Rican  leaders, both of t h e  r u l i n g  N a t i o n a l  Libera- 
t i o n  P a r t y  and of t h e  major o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y ,  have spoken of 
economic and po l i t i ca l  s u b v e r s i o n  caused  by Nicaraguan  i n f i l t r a -  
tors i n  Costa R i c a ,  of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  S a n d i n i s t a  propaganda 
campaign a g a i n s t  Costa R i c a ,  and of t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  Costa 
R icans  to m a t c h  Nicaraguan  m i l i t a r y  might  i n  order to de fend  
t h e i r  c o u n t r y  from S a n d i n i s t a  adventur i sm.  Y e t  these leaders, 
too, have been r e l u c t a n t  t o  speak f r a n k l y  about  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  i n  
p u b l i c .  

P r e s i d e n t  Suazo  Cordova of Honduras spoke w i t h  t h e  K i s s i n g e r  Com- 
mi s s ion  of t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of s u p p o r t i n g  E l  Sa lvador  and of t h e  
threat  to  h i s  c o u n t r y  from Nicaragua .  H e  h a s ,  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  
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been ou t spoken  i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n ;  there  is no e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  what he  s a y s  p u b l i c l y  or p r i v a t e l y .  H e  t o l d  u s :  "AS f a r  as 
peace  n e g o t i a t i o n s  are conce rned ,  ... how can  you have r a t i o n a l  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  between a b e l l i g e r e n t  and hegemonous na t ion - -g rea t -  
l y  s u p e r i o r  i n  arms--and f o u r  n a t i o n s  who are m i l i t a r i l y  weak?. . .  
Mark  g words,  i f  E l  S a l v a d o r  f a l l s ,  Honduras  - and Guatemala w i l l  
- fdll. And i f  t h a t  happens ,  one day  your  own capi ta l  w i l l  f a c e  t h e  
bombs o f  t h e  t e r ror i s t s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communism." 

Eth iopia- -Let  t h e  S t a r v i n q  C o n t i n u e  

N o  one  i n  t h e  world d o e s n ' t  have some s k e t c h y  knowledge of t h e  p l i g h t  of t h e  
hungry m i l l i o n s  i n  E th . iop ia ,  and now t h e  s o u t h e r n  Sudan. The Sudan h a s  its 
own famine ,  p l u s  i t  is home t o  many s t a r v i n g  n o r t h e r n  E t h i o p i a n s  who have 
f l e d  t h e r e  s i n c e  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  government  would n o t  d i r e c t  food  t o  t h e i r  
r e g i o n ,  h e l d  i n  r e b e l  hands.  R o c k  e n t e r t a i n e r s  i n  bo th  B r i t a i n  and t h e  U . S .  
have made r e c o r d s ,  t h e  p r o c e e d s  of t h e  sa les  of which are i n t e n d e d  f o r  
famine  r e l i e f .  A t  t h e  r e c e n t  NBA p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a s k e t b a l l  a l l - s t a r  game i n  
t h e  U . S . ,  p l a y e r s  d o n a t e d  t h e i r  paychecks  to  t h e  same c a u s e .  Meanwhile,  
t h e  Russian-backed m i l i t a r y  governinent i n  Add i s  Ababa seems to  p l a c e  i t s  
p r i o r i t i e s  e l s e w h e r e ,  as t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  e n t i t l e d  " A r m s  D e l i v e r i e s  a t  Famine 
Port  Delay  G r a i n  for 1 6  Days," i n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  1, 1985 DAILY TELEGRAPH re- 
por  t ed  : 

F r e s h  c o n t r o v e r s y  h a s  a r i s e n  o v e r  E t h i o p i a ' s  h a n d l i n g  of famine- 
r e l i e f  s h i p m e n t s  a t  t h e  Red Sea port o f  Assab. A Dan i sh  g r a i n  
s h i p  had to  w a i t  1 6  days w h i l e  S o v i e t  s h i p s  unloaded  arms f o r  t h e  
E t h i o p i a n A r m y .  And some 7,000 t o n s  of g r a i n  d e s t i n e d  f o r  f amine  
v i c t i m s  i n  r e b e l - h e l d  areas was c o n f i s c a t e d  w h i l e  i n  t r a n s i t . .  

E t h i o p i a n  p o r t  o f f i c i a l s  s e i z e d  t h e  c a r g o e s  of t w o  European  s h i p s  
on J a n .  22 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  BOSTON GLOBE newspaper.  O f f i c i a l s  
i n  Washington conf i rmed  t h a t  t h e  g r a i n  on  board  t h e  West German 
and B e l g i a n  s h i p s  had been impounded a f t e r  port  a u t h o r i t i e s  found 
t h e  v e s s e l s  were s a i l i n g  on t o  Port  Sudan,  f u r t h e r  u p  t h e  Red 
S e a ,  t o  unload  par t  of t h e i r  c a r g o e s .  The Sudanese  port  is t h e  
main access p o i n t  for food  a id  to  g u e r r i l l a - c o n t r o l l e d  areas of 
E t h i o p i a  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  E r i t r e a  and T i g r e .  

--- 

E t h i o p i a n  p o l i c y  now appears to  be to  c o n f i s c a t e  a l l  food  c a r g o e s  
from sh ips  bound for Sudan which c a l l  i n  a t  Assab f i r s t .  The food 
is t h e n  d i v e r t e d  f o r  f a m i n e - r e l i e f  i n  Government h e l d  areas. An 
American o f f i c i a l  said:  "The i s s u e  is n o t  t h a t  t h e  food is go ing  
to waste. The  p o i n t  is t h a t  t h e  f o o d  is not g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  places 
where w e  estimate o n e - t h i r d  of the t o t a l  d r o u q h t - a f f e c t e d  
p o p u l a t G n  l i v e s . "  

---- 

N e i t h e r  West Germany nor  Belg ium h a s  made any f o r m a l  c o m p l a i n t  to  
E t h i o p i a ,  a n  o m i s s i o n  t h a t  c l e a r l y  i r r i t a t e s  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The o f f i c i a l  s a i d :  " W e  g e t  no s u p p o r t  from donor  
c o u n t r i e s  on t h e  need to  p r e s s u r e  E t h i o p i a  on  t h i s  p o i n t .  They 
want to  placate E t h i o p i a  for f e a r  o f  j e o p a r d i s i n g  t h e i r  programme 
i n  t h e  res t  of t h e  coun t ry . "  
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The February  22 ,  1985 NATIONAL REVIEW drew a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  i m -  
p r e s s i o n s  ga ined  by S e n a t o r  Edward Kennedy on h i s  J a n u a r y  t r i p  t o  A f r i c a ,  
where he v i s i t e d  b o t h  Sou th  A f r i c a  and E t h i o p i a :  

L a s t  month Edward Kennedy v i s i t e d  s e g r e g a t e d  Sou th  A f r i c a ,  where 
he vowed t o  f i g h t  a p a r t h e i d .  Then he v i s i t e d  famine-r idden 
E t h i o p i a ,  where he vowed to  f i g h t  "hunger." Cur ious ly- -wel l ,  n o t  
so curiously--Kennedy d i d n '  t c r i t i c i ze  t h e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  re- 
gime i n  E t h i o p i a .  I n  t h e  time-honored Communist way, t h e  E th io -  
p i a n  regime is u s i n g  t h e  famine,  and even b l o c k i n g  o u t s i d e  r e l i e f  
e f f o r t s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u b j u g a t e  r e c a l c i t r a n t  par ts  of  t h e  popula- 
t i o n .  The w h i t e  regime of S o u t h  A f r i c a  has  done no th ing  remote ly  
approaching  t h i s .  The emacia ted  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  E t h i o p i a n s  speak 
as g r a p h i c a l l y  of t y ranny  as t h e  corpses a t  Auschwitz.  Y e t  Ken- 
nedy s c r u p u l o u s l y  observed  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pro- 
g r e s s i v e  e t i q u e t t e  t h a t  f o r b i d s  u s  to c a l l  t h e  handiwork of Com- 
munism ev idence  of "social i n j u s t i c e "  or " t h e  need f o r  s y s t e m i c  
change.". . . N o ,  t h e s e  c l i c h e s  of l i b e r a l  a n a l y s i s  are r e s e r v e d  
f o r  cap i t a l i s t  societies. 

Sou the rn  A f r i c a  too h a s  ( u n t i l  r e c e n t  f l o o d i n g )  been i n  t h e  g r i p s  of an ex- 
treme drought .  But  w i th  its modern i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i t  was a b l e  to  ou t l a s t  
t h e  c r i s i s ,  and p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  needs of  a l l  i t s  peoples. M r .  Kennedy, upon 
h i s  r e t u r n ,  wrote a ve ry  l e n g t h y  report i n  an  i s s u e  o f  PEOPLE MAGAZINE abou t  
h i s  gr im impress ions  of  v i s i t i n g  r e f u g e e  camps i n  bo th  E t h i o p i a  and t h e  
Sudan. Nary a peep abou t  t h e  po l i t i c s  of  t h e  famine,  however. 

AIDS--Grim S t a t i s t i c s  and F a n c i f u l  S o l u t i o n s  

I n  an a r t i c l e  t i t l e d  " H y s t e r i a  Y i e l d s  t o  G r i m  Facts," t h e  SUNDAY TIMES of 
London (February  24, 1985) p u b l i s h e d  some of  t h e  l a t e s t  gr im s ta t i s t ics  
rega rd ing  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  AIDS--Acquired Immune D e f i c i e n c y  Syndrome--in t h e  
U . S .  T h e  B r i t i s h  are ve ry  concerned  ove r  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  disease i n  t h e  
U . S .  s i n c e  it is now s p r e a d i n g  r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  U.K. 

U p  t o  F e b r u a r y  18, t h e r e  were 8,495 r e p o r t e d  cases [ i n  t h e  U.S.1  
i n c l u d i n g  4,077 dea ths .  I t  has  t a k e n  f i v e  y e a r s  to  reach t h i s  
f i g u r e .  Y e t  t h i s  y e a r  a l o n e  e x p e r t s  e x p e c t  i t  to  double .  
Although 73% of cases are a d u l t  homosexuals,  t h e  b o r d e r s  of t h e  
d i s e a s e  are extending:  587 f ema les  and 97 c h i l d r e n  under 13 have 
Aids.  A s ix-year -o ld  boy caugh t  t h e  d i s e a s e  a f t e r  s e x u a l  abuse 
by h i s  f a t h e r  who had caugh t  t h e  d i s e a s e  from h i s  l o v e r .  I n  San  
F r a n c i s c o  a 66-year-old nun d i e d  f o l l o w i n g  a contaminated  b lood  
t r a n s f u s i o n .  A F l o r i d a  couple i n  t h e i r  s e v e n t i e s  and mar r i ed  50 
y e a r s  bo th  have Aids.  The man, a hemoph i l i ac ,  was i n f e c t e d  by a 
blood t r a n s f u s i o n  and he i n f e c t e d  h i s  w i f e .  

Recent  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  donated  blood s u g g e s t s  t h a t  around 400,000 
people and v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  American hemophi l iac  has  been exposed 
to  t h e  Aids  v i r u s .  O f  t h e s e  it is e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  4% t o  19% w i l l  
deve lop  Aids  o u t r i g h t  and 25% some of t h e  symptoms. T o  p u t  t h i s  
i n  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e r e  are 1 2 m  blood t r a n s f u s i o n s  a yea r  i n  A m e r i -  
ca. 

Another r e p o r t ,  t h i s  t i m e  from t h e  SYDNEY MORNING HERALD of J a n u a r y  31, 
1985, estimates t h a t  a b o u t  50 per c e n t  of homosexual or b i s e x u a l  males i n  a 
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selected group in Sydney, Australia are now positive for the AIDS antibody, 
representing anywhere from 20,000 to 50,000 in the city. 

A rather "far-out" solution to Britain's mounting AIDS crisis was advocated 
by the editorial staff of THE ECONOMIST, an otherwise quite conservative 
publication. The editors suggested (in the subhead of an editorial titled 
"A Plague on Homosexuals?'' in the March 2 issue) that "a more liberal 
attitude, and less panic, could help contain Aids." They then wrote: 

Acquired immuno-deficiency syndrome (AIDS) is a dreadful disease. 
It kills by stripping the body of its defences against other di- 
seases.... Its death-toll, mostly among homosexuals, is doubling 
in .several advanced countries every few months. Attacking homo- 
sexuals will not help matters. The sensible response is for 
society to be more tolerant of homosexuality, 3 thought-out 
ways. 

The reason Aids has spread so fast is that many male homosexuals 
are sexually promiscuous. The best single way of preventing fur- 
ther spread is to persuade them to commit buggery [ sodomy 1 with 
fewer, and known, sexual partners. Intolerance will not achieve 
that. Deliberate tolerance might. So sanction some sort of 
legal "marriaqe" for gays in the hopethat this will give them 
more reasons to be less promiscuous? - The Christian churches 
could help & focusinq less on s. Paul's hang-ups and more on 
Christ's compassion. 

"Tolerate and regulate" sin seems to be the approach rather than to "recog- 
nize and eliminate" it. Another example is provided by that mecca of toler- 
ation, Amsterdam. In January, the city authorities were scheduled to place 
into operation two new barges where heroin addicts can watch television and 
play table tennis while they inject themselves. The new barges (Amsterdam 
is located on a network of canals and waterways) were to replace a floating 
center set up last year that had become too small to handle the 200 to 250 
addicts who were using it daily. 

The stated aim of the project is to reduce the number of addicts who hang 
around the nearby Zeedijk drug-dealing area. But the authorities may find, 
true to the experience of government-sanctioned programs, that the number 
of addicts using their new facilities will exceed expectations, given the 
official tolerance granted. 

--Gene H. Hogberg, News Bureau 


