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W h y Does God
Allow WAR?
Why, if God is a God of love, does He allow human suffering and anguish such a s we witness today?
by Herbert W . Armstrong

Y

’Es, IT HAS puzzled a great many

people. Why, if there be a God,
does God allow wars and all this
hellish anguish that our generation has
been living through? Why such terrifying world conditions as we have now?
I’ve been asked this question more
often than any other. It is usually put to
me this way: “If God is good, if God is
love, if God is merciful, H e wouldn’t
want people to suffer like they do on this
earth, would He? And if God is all
mighty, if He has all power, He could
stop it. He could prevent it. Then why
doesn’t He?”
How does it come that God allows
people to suffer? Think of the famine,
the starvation over in China and India.
Think of the fiendish, hellish tortures
and all of the killing that have taken
place during the recent wars.
I want to make plain to you things
that you may never have heard o r
thought of before in your life. I want to
answer this question very candidly and
plainly.
There IS a Reason !
It’s about time that we begin to
understand what’s being worked out
here below. It’s the most wonderful
good news that you ever heard.
In the first place, God is the Creator.

How do I know that the God I believe
in is greater than any other God? some
idol god? the sun that has been worshipped? or anything else?
The God that I believe in-the
God
that I know exists because I can prove it
-IS
THE GOD WHO CREATED THOSE
THINGS. He created everything else that

might be called God. H e is the Creator!
Now God is the Creator, not only of
static matter, not only of this solid earth
as we see it, but also of force, of energy,
of all the laws that exist-the laws of
chemistry, the laws of physics, everything we know that is a force that is in
action.
God not only created man, but H e
created spiritual laws as well as physical laws to regulate man’s life and man’s
happiness. We’re subject to these forces
and these laws. W e don’t seem to realize
that.
God created man in His image, and
for a PURPOSE that almost no one seems
to understand.
Did you ever stop to think and wonder why were you born? Do you think
you just happened? You’re not an accident; I’m not an accident. None of us
is an accident. W e have been put here
for a purpose. God is working out a
purpose here below.
Now let’s look into the Bible, and see

if we can find it-because it’s revealed.
This book is the Word of God!
W h a t Is the Purpose of Life?
Why is it that almost nobody seems
to understand it? Why are we not concerned about it? Why is it that in
schools and colleges and universities, you
are taught almost any other kind of
knowledge except what you were put
here for?
In the first chapter of Genesis, beginning with the 24th verse, God said: “Let
the earth bring forth the living creature
after his kind.” This word “CREATURE”
is translatcd from the Hebrew word
NEPHESH, and it is the same word exuctly that is translated SOUL where we
read “man became a living soul.”
You might say, then, that God said:
“Let the earth bring forth the living
soul after his kind, cattle, and the creeping thing, and the beast of the earth
after his kind, and it was so.” What does
“after his kind,” mean? The little calf
is in the precise IMAGE of its bovine
mother or father. When it grows up,
it’s a cow or bull, just like its parents.
“And God made the beast of the earth
after his kind,” that is, God made them
to reproduce in the same form, the same
shape, the same IMAGE-after his kind,
“the cattle after their kind, everything
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that creeyeth upon the earth aftcr his
kind, and God saw that it was so.”
Nature never bridges the gap from
one species to another, from one kind to
another. Natural reproduction is after
kind. It always has been, and always will
be, as long as material physical reproduction goes on.
God Reproduces Himself
And now, the next verse. “God said,
let us make man in our IMAGE, after our
likeness-” in other words, in our FORM,
our SHAPE, our IMAGE. God is reproducing Himself! Why don’t we realize it?
Why don’t you hear that preached? Nobody seems to know it. Yet it is right
there in your Bible. It’s all the way
through your Old Testament. It’s all the
way through the New Testament. It’s
in the whole Bible. God is reproducing
Himself!
Now God has endowed man with
powers that no animal possesses. God
has given us a few of the real God
powers. I wonder if you ever realized
it?

Do you know that an animal doesn’t
have a mind like we have? An animal
has a small brain. and an animal has
instinct, as if someone had thought out
everything that the animal is to do under
given circumstances. When certain
knowledge is transmitted to the mind,
let‘s say, of a dog, it acts a certain way
according t o that knowledge that has
come into its mind or into its brain
through the senses. As a matter of fact,
it doesn’t really have a mind as we do.
But man alone has a mind. An animal can’t think, design, originate, plan,
and execute what it has newly thought
out. A bud builds a nest. Gophers dig
holes. Beavers build dams. But did you
ever realize that one beaver dam is just
like another. Beavers have been building the same forms of dams from the beginning of the world. When a bird
builds a nest, every bird of its kind
builds the same kind of nest-the same
kind of nest that its kind of birds always
build! They never build a daerent kind.
It’s instinct. They can’t think out a different kind. They can’t plan it a different way, with a different design like
man does when he buiIds a house.
W e have been given a few of the
powers of God. Thank God, He limited
our powers; because look how we’ve
misused them and what we would have
done if we had more power.
Merely the FIRST Creation !
The next point that I want you to
realize is not commonly known at all.
The first chapter of Genesis is telling
us only of a mztekal, a phyricd creation,
NOT a spiritzlal creation. Man is the day
model. God merely made the clay model
to begin fashioning something that God

has in mind. Now in the second chapter
of Genesis, and the 7th verse, we learn
what God made man out of. God is
spirit, but He didn’t make man out of
spirit. The Eternal God “formed 111aii
of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life”-and
that word “breath” is the
same Hebrew word used when speaking
of the breath in the nostrils of animals
-and “man became a living soul.” It
doesn’t say “man has a soul,” but “man
is a soul.” Animals are called “souls”
a number of times here in the first
chapter of Genesis.
Now in the chird chapter of Genesis
and the 19th verse. “In the sweat of thy
face,” said God to man, “shalt thou eat
bread till thou return unto the ground,”
He didn’t say just till yozlr body returns;
He said, “till thou return unto the
ground, for out of it thou wast taken.
Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return.”
Yes, we’re just the clay model. But
God is the great Potter. Notice Isaiah,
the 64th chapter and the 8th verse: “But
now, 0 Eternal, thou art our father; we
are the clay, thou art our Potter; and we
are all the work of thy hands.”
Not so long ago I was in one of the
greatest potteries in the world over in
England where they make some of the
very fine bone china that we see a great
deal of in the United States. I noticed a
man who was a potter over there making
vases with his hands. It took him 30
years to learn how to do it. Hc was a
master potter, but the clay had to be of
just the right thickness. It had to be
plastic; it had to give and move in his
hands. If it was too stiff, he couldn’t use
it.
Now, God made us free moral agents.
And God made us so we can resist, like
the clay, or we can accept Him and we
can yield. God made us so that we mzlst
choose on that point. God is not going
to force us to do anything if we resist.

Not Yet Completed
So then, actually what are we? W e are
an

UNFINISHED PIECE OF GOD’S WORKMANSHIP.
Creation was NOT COMPLETED at the

time of the garden of Eden and the
creation of Adam and Eve. It was only
begun. That was the material, physical
creation. God was then only beginning
His REAL creation which is a spiritual
creation-making
something spiritual
out of man. W e are born, all of us, from
Adam. Adam was not in the spiritual
imaqe of God. He wasn’t made of the
same substance of God. Adam was made
of dust-the dust of the ground-he was
only a physical image of God.
Have you ever noticed in I Corinthians, the 15th chapter and the 45th
verse, what is revealed about man’s
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being in the image of God? This is the
resurrection chapter. Look at verse 45.
“And so it is written, the first man Adam
was made a living soul”-and that word
“soul” increly means the physical
life of animals. Animals are souls, believe it or not! “The last Adam,” meaning Christ, “was made a quickening
spirit.” And that word “quickening” in
the King James version means “energized,” or “immortal,” like God. So
Christ, in His resurrection, was made a
quickening spirit. In other words, He is
God by a resurrection from the dead.
Now verse 47, “The first man is of
the earth, carthy, but the second man
(Christ) is the Lord from heaven”and He is God.
Now again verse 49, “We have borne
the image of the earthy”-made of the
earth, of the dust of the ground; that’s
what we have borne. Listen! “We shall
also bear the image of the heauenly.”
So far as composition is concerned, we
have borne only the physical image, not
the spiritual, but we are in the form and
the shape of God.
God is reproducing himself. I wonder
if you begin to see it? Man is flesh, and
yet man is in the image, the form, the
shape of God. God has a mind, supreme
mind, perfect mind. But the mind in
man is derived from matter.
But what is God? God is perfect spuituul CHARACTER. God HAS all power,
but what God IS, is perfect spiritual
character. And character is something
that cannot be automatically created by
fiat! Neither can character be inherited
as a matter of heredity from a father to
a child.
What Is Perfect Character?
Character is the ability of a separate
entity-and you’re not a character unless
you are a separate entity-the ubility of
a separate entity, first, to come to :be
knowledge of the truth, and of the right
as opposed to the wrong; second, to
muhe the decision to choose the right,
instead of the wrong; and third, to will
by self-discipline to do the right instead
of the wrong. God is the perfect character. W e were put here to build character
until we become like God.
Animals have instinct, but aninralr do
NOT develop character. Character involves such characteristics as love, patience, humility, tolerance, mercy, wisdom, initiative-right doing through free
choice. So God of necessity made man a
clay model. He made man a free moral
agent so that man could make his own
decision. There could be no character
any other way. To do that, God had to
allow man to do wrong, to muke WAR!
There is one thing I wonder if you
realize. WE LEARN BY SUFFERING.
Character can only be built through ex(Please continue on page 6 )

PALEST1NE Sputters all over
United Nations!
The focal point of eruptions breaking out all over the
world has suddenly become Palestine! This ancient holy
land may hold the answer to world PEACE-or WORLD
WAR 111.
It all started from a jealousy of two women over one
man. Here’s what’s back of the whole explosive situation-the plain truth, dripping with mystery, suspense.
by Herbert W . Armstrong
Middle-East is the very
center of the chessboard of international POWER POLITICS.
There is plenty going on under cover
of secret diplomacy among the worlds
big powers which would astound the
public, if k were reuealed!
The local border incidents between
the new Jewish nation and its Moslem
neighbors IS BUT THE SHADOW-BOXING
of a far greater straggle that is shaping
up in the Middle-East between Communism and the Western Democracies
-with the added intrigue of a revived
German commercial influence!
The trouble over the Promised Land
is much more than its mere localized
Jewish-Moslem strife. This ancient land
forms the very basis of the growing antagonism between Russia and the West.
The Holy Land spells D-0-0-M to one
or the other as a great world power!
For generations the world has been
thinking of this ancient land, with its
royal tombs and buried cities, as DEAD!
-as
having no connection with the
pulsating thrilling PRESENT!
But right now this cradle of Christianity threatens to become also the
cradle of the frightful, fantastic ATOMIC
war which scientists warn can blast
humanity from this earth!

T

ODAY THE

W H Y it’s the World’s Most
Important Spot
Look at this land-its location, size,
peoples, resources-and I think you’ll see
how it threatens almost certainly to
prevent the UN from preserving worldpeace-why it’s the focal-point of EastWest friction.
Palestine itself is a very small land. It
is located at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea, about the same latitude as
the Southern states of the United States,
just a little larger than Massachusetts,
less than one-seventh the size of the
states of Missouri or Washington. Its
climate is as varied as that of the U.S.A.
It is mostly a mountainous country-

part of it having a cold climate in winter, part of it similar to Southern California.
Palestine itself forms only a small
portion of the now-crucial Near-East.
To the East of Palestine is the ancient
Euphrates valley-the
land of ancient
Babylon, now called Iraq. Still farther
east, adjoining Iraq, is the ancient land
of Persia, today called Iran. North of
Palestine is Syria, and north of Syria
is Turkey, bordered on the north by the
Black Sea, and on the southwest by the
Mediterranean, sitting astride the Bosporus and the Dardanelles, only possible gate-way thru which RUSSIA may
open up warm-water routes to the seas
and world-commerce! South of Palestine,
to the east, is the great Arabian peninsula, of Saudi Arabia, and to the west,
Egypt and all North Africa.
This land is the vital CKOSSKOADS
of world commerce, and therein lies its
strategic significance as the spawningground of another world conflict. Palestine is the geographical center of the
land surface of the earth. With airborne commerce the probability of the
future, Jcrusalcm is ccrtain to become
the CAPITAL of the world. All the major
powers know that!
Yet the Near-East as a whole is the
largest anclaimed Land on earth. That is
to say, it is the largest land unclaimed,
and unowned, by any of the world’s
great powers. It is inhabited by miserably poor and largely illiterate peoples,
so backward that these states are more
or less weak puppets whose rulers play
off one empire against another for thcir
own personal gain!
And this region is fabulously rich in
OIL and other mineral deposits.
So there are geographical, economic,
commercial, and political reasons why
no nation can become, or remain, a
niimher one world-empire without gaining control of this strategic world crossroads-r,
at least, as in the case of the
United States, knowing that control is

in friendly hands. Is it any wonder, then,
that this backward ancient land, unowned by any great power, becomes now
the focal-point of greedy eyes ambitious
for world power?
Consider RUSSIA
If Russia is to MAINTAIN her new and
dominant world position, she must develop her internal resources, convert her
great new war-industry into COMMERCIAL production, and suddenly, assume
a comparable dominant position in
WORLD TRADE!

To do this Russia must have access
to WORLD-MARKETS. And this in nun

means warm-water outlets to the Seas!
And this means RassM must cut thrrr

this pivotal worlds CROSS-ROADS,
thru the Black Sea, the Bosporus and
the Dardanelles, into mad on out from
the Mediterranean!
RUSSIAMUST DO THIS, OR LOSE HER
POSITION OF WORLD
THRU THE WAR!

POWER

WON

And yet, the very instant the Soviet
Union sits astride THESE waters, she OC-

capies an impregnable military position,
dominating thc “HEART-LAND’’ of the
geopoliticd WORLD ISLAND, outflanking the rest of Europe, in positwn to
CONQUER
WORLD!

AND

RULE

THE

WHOLE

The very instant Russia’s boot is set
down upon the Near-East and the Eastern Mediterranean, Britain’s LIFE-LINE
of Empire is severed. She is CUT I N

TWCF-GREAT
BRITAIN’S DOOM IS
SEALED-AND WITH IT T H A T OF
THE UNITED STATES AS A DOMIN A N T WORLD POWER!

That’s the real underlying cause of
East-West friction!
Can’t UN Solve It?
But, some will wonder, can’t this conflict over trade-routes to the high seas
thru the Eastern Mediterranean be
settled peacefully by the UN? Perhaps,
in the altruistic thinking of the idealist,
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but the hard, cold facts of REALISM are
that IT WON’T BE! And there are reasons.

WHY is America great? How did
Britain become the greatest Empire of
history? Such world power and economic
prosperity as we have enjoyed comes by
world trade. World trade is carried on
over the world’s sea lanes. There are
seven strategic GATES thru which these
sea-highways pass, Whoever colztrols
these GATES controls world-commerce.
Other nations can have access to the
highways of the scas only if, and when,
the power who controls these GATES permits. All other nations, then, are at the
mercy of the one who controls the
GATES!-lt
is the WEST which controls
them!
Now understand WHY the present
world set-up is as it is.
T h e Eternal Triangle
The whole trouble started with jealousy and hatred between two women
over a man.
It was back in the days of Abraham.
Sarai, Abram’s wife, was without children and barren. To remove her reproach, she induced Abram to have a
child by her Egyptian maid, Hagar
(Genesis 16:1-3). But “when Hagar
saw that she conceived, her mistress was
despised in her eyes . . . And when
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled.”
(verses 4-6).
But the angel of the Lord said to her,
“Return to thy mistress . . . and thou
shalt bear a son and call his name Ishmael
. . . and he will bc a wild inail, his l i a d
will be against every man, and every
man’s hand against him; and he shall
dwell in the presence of (margin, to the
east of) all his brethren.” (Verses 7-16).
Abraham loved Ishmael. When God
had promised Abraham the great bless-

ings of the birthright and of the sccptrc,
“Abraham said unto God, 0 that Ishmael
might live before thee! And God said,
Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac:
and I will establish my covenant with
HIM, and with his seed after him. And
as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold I have blessed him, and will make
him fruitful and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget,
and I will make him a great nation. But
my covenant will I establish with Isaac.”
(Gen. 17: 18-21) .
The descendants of Ishmael, then,
were to become a GREAT NATION-but
a nation of WILD MEN, their hand
against every man, every man’s hand
against them, and they were to plague
their brethren, the descendants of Isaac.
Bear that in mind.

Arabs Descendants of Ishmael
By tracing the names of Ishmael’s
twelve sons in the Scriptures, we find
they settled in the land of ARABIA, and
are traced to the ARABS of today.
Isaac had twin sons, Jacob and Esau.
Esau, the elder, despised his birthright,
and it went to lacob. Esau’s descendants are the TURKS today. After selling
his birthright-his title deed to the land
of Palestine-Esau regretted it bitterly,
and sought to get it back. And later, his
descendants, the Tzlrks, did get possession of that land during the Times of
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startling significance behind today’s
world troubles with the prophecies of
The WORLD TOMORROW!
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Isracl’s national punishment, and they
held it from 1517 until 1917.
Jacob’s name was changed to ISRAEL,
meaning “Overcomer,” or “Prevailer
with God.’’ He had twelve sons, each of
whom became the father of one of the
twelve Tribes of Israel.
To really understand the march of
prophesied events today-to
grasp the
true but hidden significance of the present crisis in Palestine-we must identify
ALL the races and peoples involved.
For, make no mistake about it, GOD
GAVE ABRAHAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS
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A N ABSOLUTELY BINDING LEGAL TITLE-

DEED TO THAT LAND.

The Arabs, descendants of Ishmael,
son of Abraham, claim it is theirs.
The Turks claim it because they, too,
are descendants of Abraham thru Esau.
And the Jews claim it as descendants
of Abraham thru Jacob, or Israel. W h o
is right? NONE OF THEM! The truth is
stranger than fiction! God’s promises to
Abraham were two-fold-of race and
of grace-material
and spiritual. That
part of the promises which included
material, racial, national blessings are
called the BIRTHRIGHT.The other part
of the promises, including kings, and
spiritual blessings thru Christ, final King
of the h e , are called the SCEPTRE.
Now the Scriptures plainly and distinctly affirm something very few people
realize: namely that the SCEPTRE shall
not depart from JUDAH. (Gen. 49: l o ) ,
but “The BIRTHRIGHT was Joseph’J.”
( I Chron. 5 : 2 ) .
The account of the passing on of the
BIRTHRIGHT, showing that it, and not
the SCEPTRE, included title-deed to the
promised land, is recorded in the 48th
chapter of Genesis. There it is plainly
shown that LEGAL OWNERSHIP OF
PALESTINE BELONGS TO THE DESCENDANTS OF EPHRAIM, SON OF JOSEPH!
The promises of national greatness,
wealth and power, involved in [he
BIRTHRIGHT went jointly to Ephraim,
whose descendants today are none other
than THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH OF
NATIONS, and Manasseh, his brother,
whose descendants are THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA! The Sceptre, including promise of kings, of Christ, and
of salvation thru Him, went to JUDAH,
of whom the JEWS are descended. But,
few realize it today, the Jews are of only
ONE TRIBE of Israel-Judah.
The Jews Are NOT ISRAEL !
Most people today do not seem to
know that the Jews are not Israel but
only a part of “Judah.” The first place in
the Bible where the word “Jews” occurs,
the Jews are at war against ISRAEL
(I1 Kings 16:6).
Four whole Books of the Bible are
devoted to showing the historic difference between the two nations, Israel and
Judah. There were twelve tribes of
Israel, originally. But after Solomon
died, the nation ISRAEL rejected her
king, Rehoboam, son of Solomon, and
made Jeroboam, of the tribe of Ephraim,
king. Then the one tribe of Judah split
off f r o m the nrttion Israel, and formed
a NEW NATION of their own (just as
they have done again today), in order
to retain Rehoboam as king. This new
nation was called thz Kingdom of
JUDAH. The tribe of Benjamin, and a
large portion of Levi, then joined Judah,
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But WHAT A MIXIJP has been caused
-all because men do not understand the
Palestine belongs, by divine grant, to
BIBLE! The Scriptures show that the tenAbraham and his descendants. But God
tribed House of Israel was to LOSE its
rejected Ishmael, the father of [he Arabs,
fidrioiidl idriiiity, and be thought of as a
from the promise. It passed on, instead,
Gentile nation until these very last days
and so Ephraim-Great Britain, supposthrough ISAAC. God also rejected Isaac’s
ing herself to be Gentile, supposing the
eldest son ESAU, after he had undervalued the birthright, and sold it to
JEWS to be Israel (instead of the “House
of JUDAH,” as they are always called in
Jacob for a bowl of red soup. The TURKS
the Bible), made the famous Balfour
are the children of Esau, and so they,
roo, have always felt Palestine belonged
declaration trying to give Palestine to
the Jews! And the Jews, thinking they
to them. But it was given to Abraham,
are birthright Israel, have been emigratto Isaac, and to Jacob.
ing back there. This was necessary to
But then how was it passed on down?
fulfill the prophecies saying Judah would
The dying Jacob passed the birthright
and possession of Palestine on through
be in Jerusalem and the land of Judah
the tribes of EPHRAIM and MANASSEH, during this era of world wars. (See Joel
3: 1-13; Zech. 12:2, 4, 6-7; and 14:14.)
sons of Joseph (Gen. 48:4-5, 15-16).
He named HIS NAME (Israel) ON THEM
God Gave It to Britain!
-Ephraim
and Manasseh. It is their
But now once again let us come back
descendants today, the American and
to the jealousy aroused between Sarah
British people, therefore, who are truly
and Hagar, mothers respectively of Isaac
the nation ISRAEL. The Jews come
(Great Britain) and Ishmael (Arabs).
from Judah, and belonged to the nation
Abraham wanted Ishmael to inherit
JUDAH,not the nation ISRAEL!
The Ten Tribes of. the HOUSE OF
the birthright, which included possession
of the land. So did Hagar.
ISRAEL, headed by Ephraim-Manasseh,
But Sarah demanded this blessing for
became LOST, and have been called “the
Lost T e n Trihes.” Their identity as the
her son. “And Sarah saw the son of
Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born
British and American people today is
unto Abraham, mocking. Wherefore she
thoroughly proved in our special booklet
said unto Abraham, Cast out this bond“The United States and the British Comwoman and her son: for the son of this
rrioriwealill iii PLvyhesy.” You may havc
bondwoman shall not be heir with my
a copy of this free, if you will just send
son, even with Isaac . . . And God said
your name and address, requesting it.
unto Abraham . . . hearken unto her
And so Great Britain is in real fact
voice for I N ISAAC shall thy seed be
t h e BIRTHRIGHT holder, descended from
called.” (Gen. 21:9-12.)
Ephraim the son of Joseph the son. of
Naturally Hagar resented having her
Israel, the rightful legal OWNER of all
Pnlestine, as deeded by Almighty God
son rejected from this great BIRTHRIGHT.
And so, just as the Turks, children of
in His unbreakable covenant with AbraEsau, have fought to gain and to hold
ham.
this promised land, so have the ARABS,
1J. S.-Britain are Israel !
descendants of Ishmael. Although God
The JEWS are descendants of Judah,
denied this inheritance of Ishmael, the
Arabs today consider that Palestine beof which tribe Christ came. The Jews
did, and should n o w occupy, that portion
longs to them.
To them it is HOLY LAND, the same
of t h e promised land called JUDEA,surrounding Jerusalem.
as to the Jews. They are perfectly willing
The Turks are descendants of ESAU
to FIGHT for it.
The Jews think they are birthright
(also called “Edoni” in the prophecies),
Israel, and believe this land belongs by
and the Arabs are the nation of wild
God’s birthright to them. And “silly
men descended from ISHMAEL.Both the
dove” Ephraim (Hos. 7: 11), not realTurks and the Arabs are descended from
izing thar SHE is really the birthright
Abraham, and therefore both races contribe of the House of Israel-the nation
sider the promised land should be theirs.
that GOD had decreed should obtain PalBut God gave it to Abraham only thru
estine December 9, 1917-blindly tried
Isaac and Jacob, and God said, “In ISAAC
to build a national home for the Jews in
shall thy seed be called.”
this land, and at the same time blunBecause of sin and rebellion, the
dered into a contradictory pledge to
House of Israel, headed by Ephraim, was
establish it as a home for the Arabs!
driven out of their own promised land
until the end of the 2520 years of
All Top~y-Turvy
Judah’s national captivity which came to
Look at the paradox of contradictions!
an end December 9th, 1917. O n that
very day the Gentile Turk surrendered
The Jewish nation, “ISRAEL,” a fact
in Palestine today! And yet it isn’t a fact
the land to EPHRAIM-GREAT BRITAIN, to
(Pleare continue om page 7 )
whom it belongs by divine grant.
leaving the
ISRAEL.

T E N TRIBES

in the nation
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Why Does God
Allow WAR?
(Continued from page 2 )
perience. Experience requires time, and
so God has allotted 6000 years for man
to go his own way, if he chooses. Man
has, of course, chosen that way. That’s
to be followed by 1000 years when God
is going to enforce His government and
His way of life on humanity, and then
we are going to be able to compare the
two ways and to see the difference.
God made man a free moral agent.
Note the 30th chapter of Deuteronomy
and the 19th verse where God says H e
sets before us life and blessings on the
one hand, but death and cursings on the
other hand. H e said to man, “CHOOSE.”
Although H e commanded as t o choose
life, we have chosen death. Adam chose
die cuise, and death. So God diove him
out from the garden of Eden and set
angels with flaming swords pointing in
every direction-you read that in Genesis 3, verses 22 to 24-lest
he go back
and take of the tree of life, and eat of
it, and live forever.
The tree of life is a symbol of the
spirit of God, of eternal life.
Adam rejected that tree of life. And
that’s why salvation could not come
until Jesus Christ came and qualified,
and made it possible to send the spirit
of God after His ascension to heaven.
Man to Re BORN of God

Man really is an egg. That’s what we
are. The spirit of God is the impregnating germ of life of God Almighty that
can come into us and beget us as a child
of God.
You know Jesus Christ is a son of
God.He was an only begotten son of
God in the sense that He was a human
that had no human father. H e had a
human mother. But He is now a born
son of God in the sense that H e is spirit.
He is divine. H e is God by a resurrection from the dead. H e is the firstborn
of many brethren, ONE OF WHICH CAN
BE YOU!

Remember, character must be developed by experience. It can’t be created.
Experience requires time. God has set
aside 7000 years to carry out His purpose. The first 6000 years are to be compared to the six days of material creation. They are for man’s material way of
going contrary to God. We have chosen
the material way. Then there is going to
be a 1000-year day of spiritual rest when
Jesus Christ is coming to rule this earth
God’s way.
Now God made man so man has to

choose. The ‘very prrpose of God in
repodacing Himself, necessitates allowing the WRONG CHOICE, and that is what
man has taken!
T h e CAUSE of W a r

Gods law is love. God’s way is the
way of love, and love is m a y from self,
never towrwds self, never lust or anything of that sort, but love directed away
from self. Jesus said that it is more
blessed to GIVE than it is to receive. It
doesn’t mean, actually, that we are not
to love ourselves, either; but the great
law is, we are to love our neighbors as
ourselves. You don’t need to worry about
loving yourself. You are going to do
that. You can’t do anything else. But
you must LEARN to love your neighbor.
The opposite way, then, is lust and
greed and vanity towrwd self. It leads
to the system in this world, competition
and strife, yes, the getting way of accumulating, taking. W e have taking
ways in this world!
And THAT IS THE CAUSE OF WAR.
That’s why we have war! Everything
is competition in this world. Competition leads to war. Everything is on the
selfish, getting basis-greed and vanity.
Now $72 order to prevent wars today,
God Almighty would have to-in
the
vernacular of modern language-He
would have to “cram” His religion down
your throat! Because it’s OUR WAY, in
violation of the law of God, the law of
love, that is CAUSING WAR.
The only way God could stop war
would be to stop the cazlse. H e would
have, in effect, to cram His religion
down our throats, down the throats of
all humanity. There wouldn’t be any free
moral agency then. There wouldn’t be
any character, and God’s purpose could
never be carried out! THAT’S WHY GOD
ALLOWS WAR and excraciating safering.
To prevent it, would be to prevent the
very purpose that God is working out
here below.
Do you know that man learns by
suffering? Did you ever hear of anyone
learning that the stove was hot by sticking his finger on it? You know, my wife
did that one time. I remember years ago
when we had a wood cookstove, my wife
thought I hadn’t started the fire one
morning. She told me I hadn’t, and I
said, “Well, I have, that stove is hot.”
She didn’t believe me. She put her finger
on the stove-then she yelled, “Ouch!”
She learned by experience.
W e DO learn by experience. Jesus
Christ learned by experience. I wonder
if you realize that. Turn ovcr quickly
to Hebrews 5 : 8 and 9. “But though he
were a son, yet learned H e (that’s
Christ) obedience by the things that He
suffered, and being MADE p e r f e c t ” 4 i d
you know that Jesus Christ was made
perfect?-*‘He became the author of
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eternal salvation unto all of thcm that
OBEY Him.” OBEDIENCE is necessary
for salvation.
You will notice this same thing in the
2nd chapter and the 10th verse of Hebrews that Christ learned obedience by
the things that H e suffered. Experience
develops character, either good or bad. If
we are going to have good character, it
comes through exercising self-discipline
under hard, grueling experience. If
we develop the bad character-and
man
h a s - G o d provided for that, too! God
so loved this world that He gave His
only begotten son that if we repent and
come to Him and have all of the evil and
all of the sin forgiven, we can have a
new and a clean start.
Job understood all of this. Turn back
to Job for just a moment.
T h e Lesson of Experience
Job said in the 14th chapter and the
14th verse-you
can remember that,
Job 1 4 : l C ’ I f a man die, shall he live
again? All the days of my appointed
timc shall I wait till my change come.”
He was speaking of a flesurrection when
he is going to be changed. “Thou shalt
call, and I will answer thee.” You know
Jesus said the hour is coming when all
that are in the graves shall hear His
voice and come forth; “they that have
done good unto the resurrection of life.”
Now Job said, “Thou shalt call, and I
will answer thee.” Now here is what I
want you to notice:
“Thozl wilt have a desire t o the WORK
of thine hands.” In calling him from the
grave in a resurrection, God will have
a desire to the WORK of His hands. Job
knew that he was an unfinished piece of
G o d s workmmsh.$. Yes, M A N IS THE
WORK OF GOD’S HANDS.

Now notice quickly Ephesians 2: 10:
“For we are His workmanship”-and
we, of course, means Christians in New
Testament language-“we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus (being
created spiritually, in Christ Jesus) unto
good works.” Not very many people believe that today-that
we were created
“ m t o GOOD WORKS which God before
hath ordained that w e should walk in
them”-that
we should walk in good
works.
Yes, the physical creation took place
in six days, and the spiritual creation
begun then is still going on today! That’s
the purpose of your life. It’s to learn
that very lesson, to repent of your sins,
to believe that Christ is your Saviour,
and to start on the way that is the way
of character-the
way of good, righteous, holy spiritual character-the way
of God so that you can become one of
the very born children of God.
So it is as you read over here in I1
Peter 3 : 18, that we are to grow in grace
and in the knowledge of our Lord and
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Saviour Jesus Christ. And as Jcsus Christ
said, we must overcome. He promised
that the ouercomers are to reign and to
rule with Him. Only those that overcome
and grow in this life after we repent and
after we are reconciled to God through
Jesus Christ will live forever in peace.
“He that overcometh,” said Jesus, “and
keepeth my works unto the end, to Him
will I give power over the nations, and
he shall rule them with a rod of iron.”
And again in Revelation 3 :2 1: “To him
that overcometh,” Jesus said, “will I
grant to sit with me in my throne.” H e
is going to rule the world, and we are
going to rule with him. W e are going
to be kings and priests with him enforcing PEACE for 1000 years.
Man’s DESTINY
Jesus was the firstborn of many brethren. YOU can be one of those brethren.
Jesur was glorified. YOIJcan be glorified
together with Him. Did you ever read
that in your Bible? W e are to be
changed in the moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet, at
the second coming of Christ, if we are
alive. The dead are to rise first and to
meet Him in the air, changed to immortality, to be lzke Him. As the Scripture says, “made like unto his glorious
body”-made like Him, and He is very
God.
I don’t think your mind fully grasps
that. It’s something for you to think over!
It’s something that should make you
study your Bible in a new and a different way, from a new concept altogether.
The 6000 years that God allotted for
man to go his own way is almost over.
We are coming to the place where man
would destroy human life from off this
planet. God is soon going to intervene.
H e is going to send Jesus Christ to this
earth to bring us peace!
Now read the 4th chapter of Micah
the first few verses. “In the last days it
shall come to pass”-after Christ comes
back to earth--“that the mountain of
the house of the Eternal”-that means
the nation, or the kingdom of God“shall be established in the top of the
mountains”-that is, in the top of the
nation+“and it shall be exalted above
the h i l l s ” 4 r the smaller nations--“and
people will flow into it, and many nations shall say, come and let us go up
to the mountain of the house of the
Eternal”-that is, the kingdom of God“the house of the God of Jacob, and H e
will teach as His ways.”
For 6,000 years we have been going
contrary to God’s ways. That’s why we
have wars, and that’s why God allows
them.
“And we will walk in His paths, for
the law”-the
law of God--“shall go
forth from Zion, and the word of the
Eternal from Jerusalem, and He” -
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The PLAIN TRUTH
Jcsus Christ--“shall jtldgc among many
people and rebuke strong nations afar
off till they beat their swords into plowshares, their spears into pruning hooks,
NATION SHALL NOT LIFT UP SWORD
AGAINST NATION, NEITHER SHALL
THEY LEARN WAR ANYMORE!
”

That’s a glad happy time that’s coming!

invasion of Palestine! It will be a fascist
revival of a church and state union-a
UNITED STATES OF EUROPE-that
Will
attempt to establish the palace and
capital there, after having taken Egypt,
wresting the Suez Canal from British influence (Dan. 11:41-42). The horrible
END of this system is told in the last
verses of Daniel 11.

NOT Prophesied Regathering of

PALESTINE
Sputters all over
United Nations
( Continaed from page

J)

at all-but a colossal illusion!
On May 15th, 1948, the British relinquished authority and moved out of
Palestine, the nation “ISRAEL” moved
into power. And yet, this didn’t happen
at all-but
what dzd happen is that
ISRAEL moved out and another nation set
up rule!
This is not the prophesied great coming exodus of Israel back to Palestine,
but man-made blundering and L U N ~ U SION!
This is not the restoration of Israel
and the PEACE of the Holy Land, but
strife, misunderstanding, bloodshed in
open battle!
Thus while Jews in America prayed
for the PEACE of Palestine, the proclamation of “the Jewish nation ISRAEL”
was the signal for WAR between that
nation and surrounding Arab nations.
There was no ushering in of PEACE!
And the Almighty says, prophetically:
“all nations that burden themselves wich
Jerusalem”-in the day when “they shall
be in siege against Jerusalem”--“SHALL
BE CUT TO PIECES (Zechariah 12:3).
The British have been burdening
themselves with it for almost 40 years.
The United Stares has been meddling,
interfering, burdening itself with it. So
has Soviet Russia and nearly every nation on earth. The “United Nations” has
been burdening itself with it. God says,
“They shall be cut to pieces!”-This
includes US!
In the 14th Chapter of Zechariah, the
first four verses, it is prophesied that
finally ALL NATIONS shall be gathered
against Jerusalem to battle. Half of the
city shall be captured. And finally, JESUS
CHRIST WILL RETURN TO THIS EARTH,
“And His feet shall stand in that day
upon the Mount of Olives!” (verse 4 ) .
And the Jews will then be at Jerusalem
(verse 1 4 ) .
The 11th chapter of Daniel shows
half of the city of Jerusalem will finally
be captured by a revival of the power of
fascism in Europe-not by a communist

Israel
In God’s own due time the Jews are
to be released from their persecutions,
their harrowing trials, and re-established
within Palestine IN PEACE!
But what has taken place is not that
prophesied re-gathering of Israel!
This is merely a blundering human
effort to do for themselves, before the
time, what they will have to wait for
God to do for them.
And this present movement, setting
up a nation of Jews and calling it
“ISRAEL,” can only lead to more bloodshed and more troubles!
In thr first place, the new nation that
has declared itself in Palestine is not
Israel at all-it is only a part of JUDAH!
When the great prophesied Exodus
occurs, it will be Israel and Judah together. And they will not do it in their
own defiant, embittered power and
strengrh-they
will he taken back, by
Christ after His coming, from a condition of slavery and from the land of
their enemies. (See Ezek. 39:25-27.)
At that time they will take captive their
captors, and rule over those who had
been ruling over them (Isa. 14:l-3see especially Moffatt translation; Jer.
5U:16; 3 l : l l ) . It will be a greater
Exodus than the typical one under Moses
-this one will be under CHRIST at His
return! (Jer. 23:7-8). They will go back
to Palestine weeping, confessing their
sins, loathing themselves for having ignored and transgressed against God,
seeking the MESSIAH whom they have
rejected (Jer. 50:4-5; Etek. 20: 34-43).
They will then be converted, changed
from sinners into Spirit-filled people living by God‘s laws (Jer. 50: 19-20; Ezek.
36: 24-28).
The Jews in Palestine, and this new
nation, fulfill NONE of those prophecies!
What a strange dilemma!
What a muddle! The Arabs believe
Palestine should be theirs because they
are descended from Ishmael. The Turks
want it because they come from ESAU.
The Jews want it because they come
from Jacob, but through JUDAH.
Yet it belongs to none of them by
divine right! It belongs to Great Britain
and America, into whose hands God
placed it, but who have been so valiantly
trying to maintain it for Jew and Arab.
What a hot firebrand it is! It may yet
set the whole world on fire!

How to
Conquer Your FEARS
Do you have doubts about holding your job? Do you
worry over loss of rnoney-or over the lack of money
you need? Does the dread of illness or of a nervous
breakdown or of insanity haunt you?
Are broken friendships, repressed love a f f a i r s robbing
you of health? THEN HERE‘S WHAT YOU NEED TO DO!

by Herman L. Hoeh

N

the history of the world
have people enjoyed so many
labor-saving devices, so much
leisure, such benefits from public sanitation. Yet, strange to say, the fear of
nervous disorders, heart disease, cancer
and insanity is robbing millions of health
and happiness.
People everywhere are under needless
mental stran. Business pressure and
family troubles worry millions. W e don’t
know how to relax.
Why is there such anxiety, such nervous strain? Why are we FAILING to
master our fears and worries?
‘EVER IN

A n Age of MISMANAGED Minds
This is not alone the age of the atom
and hydrogen bombs. This is the AGE OF
MISMANAGED MINDS!

Uncontrolled, undirected minds are
ruining the lives of countless thousands.
Millions more are rendered miserable
and unproductive because their minds
have been enslaved to FEARS-needless,
unreasoned fears!
Needless fears rob us of contentment,
warp our personality, and poison both
m i d and body.
Fear is an emotion-an emotion directed toward the SELF. Have you ever
noticed that those who suffer most from
fear and worry are “wrapped up” in
themselves? “I’m afraid of this . . .” and
“Zm worried about that . . is the way
they talk.
This, then is a SELFzsh age! And the
more we become concerned with ourselves, the more afraid we become that
the self will get hurt. We become fearful of what might happen to the self.
Our misdirected minds coddle and
pamper the self.
In many instances this uncontrolled
emotion of fear leads to grave consequences-to real desperation. There is
the fear that “something is wrong with
the brain”-that
a nervous breakdown
is impending, that even insanity might
result.
.I’

In other instances this uncontrolled
emotion results in feelings of inferiority,
in mental inadequacy, in sex impotency.
One fear leads to another until our
mental outlook and our physical health
is permanently impaired!
But there is a w a y to corrert this
problem. There is a way t o conquer feM!
Are All Fears W r o n g ?
For millenniums the problem of fear
has confronted and perplexed our greatest thinkers. Philosophers have found
no satisfactory solution-or their lives
wouldn’t have been so often frustrated!
Psychologists have spawned the idea of
auto-suggestion as the solution to overcoming fears Those who have tried this
method still find themselves spiritually
devoid of happiness. Of course! For autosuggestion is a clever way of saying
self-deceprion! And deception never
solved anything.
Others have tried sedatives to relieve
their nervous fears. Countless pills to
calm nerves and keep people happy have
been sold by druggists and doctors. But
fears and worries and mental and physical illnesses still continue!
For us to reach the solution, we must
recognize there are TWO fundamental
types of fears: 1) helpful fears and 2 )
h mf d fears.
Without normal, helpful fears none of
us would be alive today! Proper fear is
merely the drive for self-protection.
Without this fear we would not exercise
proper caution against injury.
It is the kind of fear we need!
But notice!-when
the mind is not
properly managed, the natural fear of
self-protection is turned into unnatural
fears for the protection of SELF.
Fears Are LEARNED
The control of the drive or emotion
of fear is a learned process-it
is a
matter of education. W e first need to
learn what proper fear is. Then we need
to exercise proper control over it. But

we must also avoid misdirected and
harmful fears.
Proper fear is wisdom. It is also
knowledge. Suppose, for a moment,
that we are confronted with a real danger. It is only natural that we should be
fearful. But let’s master niir fears Fear
tells us something is wrong. It warns us
that we must calmly and carefully face
our danger. W e must get busy and take
ACTION. Action solves the danger!but simply worrying about it and being
afraid that the worst will happen won’t
help us.
People who are chronic worriers, who
have countless fears, are usually procrastinators and indecisive. They are
afraid to take action. Their fears become their master. They become slaves
to their fears.
The time to learn to master our fears
is when we are young-yet TIiE PROPER
DIRECTION OF THE MIND IN THESE
FORMATIVE YEARS IS NOT BEING
TAUGHT IN EITHER THE HOME OR IN
THE SCHOOL!

But it is never too late to learn. Life
is too important for us to remain in ignorance, no matter how old we are. Let’s
learn to DISTINGUISH between helpfa1
and harmful fears.
Needless Fears and Phobias
Sometimes our fears are insignificant
or even laughable-to the other fellow,
of course. Here are some of the petty
fears that plague people: fear of an expanse of water, fear of air travel, fear
of silence, darkness, shadows in the
moonlight, fear of telephone, telegrams,
hunchbacks and mice!
These fears usually are the result of
past experiences which we have either
consciously or subconsciously allowed to
haunt us.
Usually far worse are the common
phobias which afflict people abnormally.
Fear of the sight of blood, fear of animals, fear of being alone, FEAR OF A N
UNATTRACTIVE FIGURE, FEAR OF BEING
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and the FEAR OF FAILURE. To
this list we might add the fear of everything, a characteristic of the person who
runs away from life!
Underlying some of these abnormil
phobias are normal fears. But in every
case the normal, natural fear has been
allowed t o get OUT OF CONTROL. Witness the countless millions of girls and
women who are afraid they have or
may sometimes have an unattractive
figure. Serious riieriral, eniotiurd arid
physical injury has often been done to
“remove” this fear. The worsened condition creates more fears. A vicious
circle results.
Haven’t you known people who were
fearful of being afraid? They can’t explain their fears, but they know something fearful is going to happen to them!
They haven’t learned the lesson of life
that our worst fears and experiences
AFRAID,

NEVER HAPPENED!

Sometimes, however, we bring fears
and worries on ourselves. Job wrote:
“For the thing which I did fear is come
upon me, and that which I was afraid
of hath overtaken me” (Job 3 : 2 5 ) .
Many capable men and women have
become failures simply by yielding to
the uncontrolled FEAR OF FAILURE.
Especially has this been true since two
world wars and a catastrophic depression. This fear has led to the FEAR OF
LACK OF SECURITY. Notice how one
anxiety breeds another. These fears are
all characteristic of lack of knowledge
and lack of wisdom.
The CAUSE of these abnormal worries
and fears lies in inadequate recognition and control of emotional problems
we experience in maturation. Domineering parents, inconsiderate fathers, overpossessive mothers, family jealousies
and arguments, fussy grandpitentsthese created most of our emotional
problems. But the fundamental CAUSE
of OUR fears is OUR failure to recognize
and solve thcsc cmotional problems.

A Common Example
Here is an example of the consequences due to the failure to discipline
our mental emotions. A young girl is
engaged to be married. Instead of being
happy, she is crushed with conflicts and
fears. She is frightened with the responsibilities of married life and motherhood. A nervous breakdown seems inevitable. Why?
Usually in her background you will
find a carefree father, a frustrated
mother, spinster school teachers, no
companions of her ow11 age wliile ail
adolescent. Mental problems, unsolved,
produced physical disturbances. Menstruation became abnormal and often
painful. Fears of childbirth haunted her
because of stories she heard from
“friends.” This is no isolated case. This

The PLAIN TRUTH
IS a COMMON EXAMPLE. Some of you
are suffering from just such a problem
as this.
Let’s understand, now, why emotional
disorders lead to physical disorders, as
in the case just mentioned.
There is a direct mind-body relationship in every individual. We must direct
and coordinate both mind and body
before we can really achieve happiness
and conquer our fears. Solomon understood this piobleiii when lie wrote: “A
tranquil heart is the life of the flesh;
but envy is the rottenness of the bones”
(Pro. 1 4 : 3 0 ) . And again, “Better is a
dinner of herbs where love is, than a
stalled ox and hatred therewith’ (Pro.
15:17).
There is a direct connection of digestion and health with the mind. When
the mind is fearful, it sends out messages
to the various glands and organs to be
prepared for danger. The organs fill
the bloodstream with materials to enable
us to ACT to meet the danger. When
we procrastinate or are indecisive, our
body becomes filled with unused material. Our glands are needlessly drained.
Constant self-induced fears soon cause
the glands to function abnormally. Our
whole body suffers, and with it the personality and even the mind.
Unconquered fears are the cause of a
major portion of diseases. Of course,
proper food habits, proper exercise and
elimination also play a part in over-all
health-both
mental and physical.
Whrri our bodies beconie filled with
toxins that should have been used up
in ACTION to meet real dangers, we
find ourselves “nervous” and “upset.”
People often say: “It’s my nerves.”
Nerves are not wrong. W e need them to
live. It is what we have done t o our
nerver that is the problem. We have
frayed them through overuse arising
from uncontrolled fears and worries. W e
have turned the nerve mechanism
created for SELF PROTECTION into a
weapon for SELF-DESTRUCTION.

Frightful Dreams
When once we have created physical
disorder in our body, the imagination
begins to play tricks on us. Our imagination should be utilized to create new
and better ideas. It is an instrument for
progress. Instead, we let our imagination
frighten us with new and added FEARS.
W e imagine we are suffering from indigestion, then ulcers, then cancer-and
finally DEATH, the greatest fear of all!
Sometimes we imagine ourselves sufferiiig Iluli1 a iirivous bleakdown oi iiieiital
derangement. Life becomes frightful.
Horrifying DREAMS begin to afflict
us. Most dreams come from an overworked mind. Daily problems weigh us
down as we seek rest at night. W e don’t
know how to relax. Solomon said: “For
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a dream cometh through a multitude of
business” (Ecc. 5 :3 ) .
Since the conscious business with
which so many have been occupied is
that of cfieating new fears and worries,
is it any wonder that a blood-engorged
brain will re-create these same fears in
DREAMS?

When the state of mental worry takes
a severe form, dreams and premonitions
build up the FEAR OF D E A T H - a n d
usually cause premature death. MOST
OF THE WORLD is enslaved by this
dreadful fear! This fear wrecks mental
balance and poisons the body. It creates
spiritual misconceptions that sometimes
exert themselves in religious persecution. Persecution is a release valve for
pent-up spiritual frustrations, fears, and
the sense of self-condemnation. But persecution doesn’t solve the problem.
T h e W a y of Escaping Fears
Once we recognize these unfounded
fears which we need to battle, we must
find the right way to CONQUER them.
Psychological self-deception won’t help.
It doesn’t really do any good to tell
ourselves that death is not really an
enemy-that
it is a good friend. Such
auto-suggestion doesn’t change the fact
that death is a mortal enemy. The way
to solve this fear-and
to solve every
unnecessary fear-is to recognize what
it really is.
Paul tells us death ir an enemy ( I
Cor. 15:26). But Jesus Christ has made
a way to escape its eteriial consequences.
“Our Siviour Christ Jesus . . . lzzcllified
death and brought life and incorruption
to light through the gospel.” “For God
gave us n.it a spirit of fearfulness; but
of power and love and sobering” (I1
Tim. l : l O , 7, Panin trans.).
But how do we lose the dread of death
-and of all the other fears and worries
that haunt us?
Remember the first lesson we learned
is that we need to recognize the distinction between helpful and ,harmful, uncontrolled fears. Fear may be either right
or wrong depending upon our direction
of this emotion. Proper fear stems from
the drive for self-preservation. It is a
signal of danger-a signal that we need
to take ACTION.
Proper fear is in two forms. One is
natural fear of physical danger-the
warning that we need to protect this
life. The other is SPIRITUAL FEAR for
our eternal protection. This fear almost
no one recognizes. Yet without it, we
will never be able to CONQUER uncontrolled fear.
This SPIRITUAL fear is called the FEAR
OF THE LORD or the FEAR OF GOD. Like
every other fear, it, too, has been misguided until it has become the fear of
the devil!
The natural emotion of physical fear
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warns us of physical hazards. This is a
learned fear. The spiritual FEAR OF
GOD warns us of eternal dangers. It, too,
is a learned fear. W e have to learn
about the power and authority of God.
We learn that God gives life and also
takes life. That is why Jesus said: “Fear
HIM” (Luke 12: 5).

Why Is the Fear of God Necessary?
This present age has lost this healthy
respect for God. Notice the example
of Noah: “By faith Noah, warned concerning the things not seen as yet, with
godly fear prepared an ark to the saving
of his house” ( Heb. 11:7 ) . Noah feared
the power of God. That was a right
fear-a proper spiritual fear. But Noah
controlled his fear of God. H e didn’t
let his fear worry and frustrate him.
Noah ACTED on his fear. H e did something about it!
The great importance of the FEAR OF
GOD has been woefully misunderstood.
Let’s understand its full significance. “By
the fear of the Lord men depart from
evil” (Pro. 16;6). This fear warns us
that God w.ill punish us if w e harm
ourselves by doing evil!
When we do evil, we harm ourselves.
To teach us NOT to do evil, God sometimes has to punish us. That is how the
fear of God leads us away from the
danger of evil-both physical and spiritual danger. “The fear of the Lord is the
instruction of wisdom” ( Pro. 15:33 ) .
When we fear God, we respect what
H e says. What He says has been rccorded in His Word, the Bible. In the
Bible is the wisdom of God. Its instruction tells us right from wrong. It defines
for us the pitfalls of sin. It warns us of
the dangers of evil which robs us of
happiness and prosperity and eternal
life. “The fear of the Eternal tendeth to
life; and he that hath it shall abide
sutirfied, he shall not be visited with
evil” (Pro. 19:23).
The need for the fear of the Lord is
a N e w Testament teaching. Peter said:
“Fear God.” ( I Peter 2:17). It is repeated again in Rev. 14:7: “Fear God.”
The early Church of God had peace
when “walking in the fear of the Lord
and the comfort of the Holy Spirit‘’
(Acts 9:31).

How to ACT o n the Fear of God
How will the proper REACTION to
the fear of God rid us of all the needless mental suffering we impose on ourselves? How will the fear of God teach
us to manage, and direct our minds
until we master every nervous fear?
The apostle John wrote: “There is
no fear in love; but perfect love casteth
out fear: because fear hath torment. H e
that feareth is not made perfect in
love” (I John 4: 18).
The worries and mental torments

stemming from fears occur when LOVE
has not been perfected. LOVE is doing
what God commands: “For this is the
LOVE of God, that we keep His commarulments: and His commandments are
not grievous” ( I John 5 : 3 ) .
The commandments of God define
right and wrong. They tell us of the
dangers of sin. Sin is the “transgression
of the law” ( I John 3 : 4 ) .
By OBEYING God we avoid the dangers of evil and we fill our minds and
emotions with LOVE. Love removes
worries and torments. This is how we
ACT upon the fear of God.
NOW

kt

US

lrdrll HOW TO ACQUIRE

Here is what Peter says:
“Add to your faith virtue; and to virtue,
knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and
to patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness LOVE” ( I1 Peter 1: 5-7). (The
archaic word “charity,” found in the
King James Version, should be rendered
PERFECT LOVE.

LOVE.)

Here are SEVEN STEPS you need to
follow to rid yourself of fear!
First, notice that you begin with
faith. What is faith? “Without faith it
is impossible to please [God]: for he
that cometh to God must believe that
He is, and that H e is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek Him” (Heb.
11:6).
You cannot FEAR God without having
faith that H e exists and that He rewards
us for what we do, whcthcr good or
evil. Faith is not something you try to
make yourself think you have when
you don’t have it. Faith is the recognition
that God exists and that it is fatal to
fa41 into His hands unless you turn from
your sins! This faith is acquired. It is
learned by experience. You cannot
hypnotize yourself into receiving faith.
Maybe you arc like the woman who
wrote me: “I can’t seem to make myself
fear God.” Of course you can’t w R e
yourself fear God! You have to experience the need of fearing God. Perhaps you need to become a constant
reader of The PLAIN TRUTH to learn the
authority and power of God!
Let’s follow the instruction of Peter
throughout his seven-fold plan to coiiquer fear by filling the mind with LOVE.

The SEVEN-FOLD PLAN
First, add virti*e to your faith in the
power of God. Virtuous means decent,
chaste, modest, well-mannered. It is the
opposite of coarseness and vulgarity. The
first st.ep is to remove the cause of selfcondemnation, the secret sins that are
often committed under the guise of extreme prudery!
W e must let the Bible define decency,
chastity and good manners for us. Study
the lives of men and women recorded
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within its covers. Recognize their mistakes. Don’t make the same mistakes.
Remember, too, that the fear of God
teaches us not to make up our minds
as we wish to believe, but tu believe
and act upon what God says virtue is.
It is neither self-righteousness nor
coarseness. It is proper refinement.
Second, add knowledge to virtue.
Knowledge refers to the learning of
ideas and principles of conduct. W e
must continually increase in knowledge
until we clean up our character!
Third, add temperance to knowledge.
When we learn that God permits us to
use things that we tlrought were forbidden, we must exercise the proper
balance in handling any new freedom.
W e must be temperate. Temperance
does not mean prohibition. Prohibition
is abstention. Temperance is moderate
use! Paul said: “Every man that striveth
for the mastery is temperate in all
things” ( I Cor. 9: 25 ). Temperance
means SELF-CONTROL. This is one of
the most vital steps in controlling the
mind and stilling fears. You need to
exercise self-discipline over mind and
body if you want to overcome fears.
Fourth add patience to self-control.
Patience is that broadness of mind by
which you wait for the result to be
achieved. Patience is the opposite of
worry. One who is patient does not
become frustrated because problems
don’t always solve themselves immediately. Patience comes from exercising
sclf-control under trial. “Tribulation
works patience,” wrote Paul (Romans
5 : 3 ) . You can’t sit down and make
yourself patient. You must work at it,
under trial and test!
Fifth, add godliness to patience. Godliness means to be like God in character. God defines His character throughout the Bible. Many “religious” people
pretend to have godliness, but “they
deny the POWER thereof” (I1 Tim.
3: 5 ) . God is a powerful character, not
a weakling. Godliness means strength of
character-it sums u p virtue, knowledge,
patience, self-control. Too many try to
zmugine what God is like apart from
reading the Scripture. Little wonder that
they deny His POWER!
Sixth, add brotherly kindness to godliness. It is often easier to act righteous
than to be kind to a brother! James says
of the human tongue: “Therewith blesJ
we the Lord and Father; and therewith
curse we men, who are made after God‘s
likeness” (James 3:9). God is perfect.
W e need to be perfect. But our brothers
have faults of the flesh. It is difficult to
be kind, to be helpful, to be generous,
to be stern only when necessary to fellow
human beings.
In misguided zeal many impose their
“kindnesses” on others. We must learn
(Please continue on page 16)

What do you mean...
“Be BORN AGAIN”?
Millions have been deceived into accepting a false
“born again” experience. The startling TRUTH is here
made PLAIN! It may surprise you!
by Raymond F. McNair
street corners and especially in evangelistic campaigns,
you hear ministers ask, “Brother,
have you been ‘born again’? Just believe, and give the preacher your hand
and the Lord your heart, and you’ll be a
‘born again’ child of God.”
Is this the manner in which Jesus
preached the gospel?
N BUSY

0

Not W h a t Jesus Taught
Because Jesus made the new birth
one of the essentials to entering the
kingdom of God, Satan has his ministers
preaching counterfeit “new births” to
deceive the people, and to make the
true way appear false (I1 Cor. 11:14,

15).
Masquerading as ministers of righteousness, the Devil’s preachers have deluded millions-not
the few, but the
millions-into
accepting and appropriating Jesus Christ, shedding a few tears
and by a superstitious hokus pokus they
are pronounced “born again.”
Some make it a little more involved.
More time and “grace” are needed to
work up an emotional ecstasy which is
interpreted to mean “regeneration” and
a “new birth’! Whatever the slight doctrinal differences, the Devil has the
churches universally deceived into believing that Christians are already “born
again,” that everything is all set.
There are “no works,” as the saying
goes. No need to obey God! There is
no need, yreacli the false ministers, to
obey the commandments because you
are already regenerated.
This is Satan’s clever method of beguiling the churches into forgetting the
REAL PURPOSE of the Christian life and
rejecting the only way to be born again.
Do you now why you need to be born
again? What is the purpose of a new
birth?
W H Y Be Born Again?
Thousands of sermons have been
preached on being born from above, but
almost none on WHY THE NEED for such
an event. You were born a mortal human being. Your time is fast running
out, second by second. There is no eter-

nal life in you as a result of your first
birth. Your parents did not have immortality to give to you. You are exactly like any animal at death (Ecc. 3:
19).
What you need is to be born again,
this time with eternal life in you, so you
can’t die.
But you also need a different nature
so you won’t continue to live in suffering, and misery. The human nature
which causes you to sin and bring upon
you the death penalty (Romans 6:23)
must be replaced by a new and different
nature-a nature like God’s which cannot sin.
God the Father has perfect character,
perfect control over Himself. That’s
what you need, yet you weren’t born
with such powers. The only way to have
them become a part of you is to have
them impregnated in you by being born
again.
The only One who has both eternal
life, and perfect character, is God. YOU
need to be born of Him! How?
How Can You Be Born Again?
About two thousand years ago Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, was puzzled
by this question. Jesus had told him,
“Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God” (John 3 : 3 )
Nicodemus understood the true meaning of the word “born,” unlike most
preachers today. But he still couldn’t undersvand how it could be possible to be
born once again, to have another life.
“How can a man be born when he is
old? Can he enter the second time into
his mother’s womb, and be born?
(verse 4 1.
Nicodemus knew only of a pbysical
birth from physical parents. Therefore
Jesus had to explain to him, “Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God. Thdt which i~ born of the flesh is
FLESH; and that which is born of the
Spirit is SPIRIT.”
Here are two different kinds of birth,
one physical, the other spiritual. When
you were born of your fleshly parents
you were COMPOSED OF FLESH. Your

father and mother passed on to YOU a
fleshly nature at birth. But there is a S ~ C ond birth, not a physical, fleshly one, but
a spiritual birth.
JUST AS A H U M A N BEING IS FLESH
BECAUSE H E WAS BORN OF FLESHLY
PARENTS, JESUS DECLARED THAT ANYO N E BORN AGAIN OF SPIRIT IS COMPOSED OF SPIRIT-he is spirit, NO

longer flesh! “That which is born of the
Spirit i s spirit” and NOT flesh. That’s the
plain teaching of the Bible!
The new birth is not an emotional
experience but a literal birth. So YOU
would not mistake the true meaning of
being born of the Spirit, Jesus explained
that “the wind bloweth where it listeth,
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth: so is everyone that i s
BORN of the Spirit.’’
Notice what the Scripture says. When
you are born from above, born of God,
you will be invisible like the wind which
human eyes can’t see. The work of the
w i d is easily discernible, but the wind
itself cannot be seen. If you were already born again, as the common teaching is, you would possess the nature of
your Heavenly Father-you
would be
composed of spirit because God is Spirit
(John 4:24).
Jesus compared the spiritual birth to
the physical one. The latter is a type of
the former. Human parents pass on a
fleshly nature at birth to their children;
so with our Heavcnly Parcnt. God the
Father impregnates or begets us with
His Spirit at conversion; H e imparts to
us His spirirual nature which must grow
through a lifetime until it finally COMPOSES us when we are born again. We
must GROW spiritually just as a foetus
must grow physically before it can be
born.
Born Again at the Resurrection
Obviously all human beings who
claim to be born again are deceivedthey are still flesh and blood. The new
birth is something yet to o c c w at the
resurrection. Jesus said you must be
born again, you must be composed of
spirit in order to see or enter the King-
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dom of God. In I Corinthians 15:50 the
apostle Paul says, “Now this I say,
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither does
corruption inherit incorrupiion.”
Note that Paul preached to the COrinthians the very same doctrine that
Jesus at the first spoke to Nicodemus.
You never can enter or inherit the Kingdom or Family of God unless you are
born of God, composed of Spirit. Paul
tells in the next verses WHEN THE NEW
BIRTH of Christians will occur. “ W e
shall all be changed’-no longer flesh
and blood--“at the last trump: for the
trumpet Shall sound, and THE DEAD
SHALL BE RAISED.” In verse 44, Paul
says, “It is sown a natural body”-your
first birth was natural, physical, fleshly,
but when you are born again “it is
raised a spiritual body.”
Notice it! Both Jesus and Paul speak
of physical and spiritual bodies. Jesus
tells WHY you will be composed of spirit
-in being born again you have the nature of your parent; like produces like.
If you are born of God, your Heavenly
Father, you will be SPIRIT-because God
is SPIRIT- you will be composed of the
same substance of which H e is composed.
Paul tells WHEN this change takes
place from flesh to spirit-at the resurrection, when you will be composed of
spirit, PROVIDED THAT YOU HAVE BEEN
BEGOlTEN I N THIS LIFE NOW AND
PROVIDED YOU HAVE GROWN SUFFICIENTLY I N GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE

TO BE BORN OF GOD.

Here is the terrible consequence of
believing that people are already “born
again” because some preacher says so.
Instead of growing as unborn babes
need to do in order to come to birth,
those who trust in a fdse new birth believe that there is no need of spiritual
growth or obedience to the commandments because they think they are already “saved.” When the resurrection
comes such people WON’T BE THERE!
They have not grown or developed into
the stature of Jesus’ character by obeying the commandments of God.
Do you want to follow the broad way
and PERISH, like a miscarriage of a
foetus-a
child that is conceived, but
never born? Or do you believe what
Jesus said, that, once “converted,” or begotten by the Holy Spirit, that yoa need
to grow by every word of God which
cleans you up spirituaIIy just as water
cleans you physically (John 3:5; Eph.
5 :26), and that you will finally be born
of God and inherit the Kingdom!
Christians Are Now BEGOTTEN
Sons of God
Many have been confused. They have
been falsely taught that they are already
botn again because the Bible speaks of

Tbe PLAIN TRUTH
Christians as already the sons of God.
Since Jesus makes the physical birth
a type of the spiritual, let’s compare the
two different births. Physically speaking,
you bccamc a child of your parents at
the very instant of conception when a
new physical life was begun. At that
time you were conceived, or begotten,
but not yet born. But you were your
parents’ child just as Jacob and Esau
were their parents’ children before birth:
“For the children being NOT YET BORN
. . .” (Romans 9 : l l ) .
In the same manner, if you are a real
Christian, you are now a BEGOTTEN
CIIILD or SON of God -not yet born
of God-not yet composed of Spiritnot yet immortal. Upon conversion God
the Father placed within you His Spirit,
the germ, so to speak, of eternal life. He
begot you as the germ from a human
father impregnates the egg of the mother. You are like the egg.
Just as the unborn son or daughter is
nourished and protected by its mother
for approximately nine months at the
end of which period it is born if it has
grown properly, so it is the function of
the true Church--“the MOTHER of us
all” (Gal. 4: 26; Rev. 2 1:2 ) to feed true
Christians with the pure Word of God.
Thus you must be nourished as God’s
son on the words of Scripture-you
must grow spiritually ( 2 Peter 3: 18)until you are mature enough in character
to be born of God.
Paul told the Romans that Christians
arc the begotten sons of God, but not
yet born of Him. “For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are (already) the SONS OF GOD. For ye have
not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption (marginal readingSONSHIP),whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are (already)
the children of God: and if children,
then heirs; HEIRS of God, and JOINTHEIRS with Christ” (Rom. 8: 14-17).
Notice that although we are NOW
the sons of God we are still HEIRS.
Whv? Because we are only BEGOlTEN
children. W e shall be INHERITORS
when BORN of God at the resurrection,
when we shall be composed of spirit.
John says: “Now are we the sons of
God, and it doth NOT YET APPEAR what
we SHALL be: but we know that when
He shall appear, we shall be like Him;
for we shall see Him as He is” ( I John
3: 1-2 ). This is His teaching of the new
birth. Notice the points that the apostle
brings out:
We are already the sons of God. Of
course! W e are begotten of Him, impregnated by the Holy Spirit from the
Father, which is the beginning of eternal
life. But we are not yet born of Him,
for it has not yet appeared what we
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shall be like. Note the next point that
John mentions. W e shall be like Him,
composed of spirit--“that which is born
of the Spirit zr spirit”-“WHEN
HE
SHALL

APPEAR”--at

the resurrection

when Christ returns to raise the dead.
Then we shall ree Jesus as H e really
is. Christ told Nicodemus that in order
to SEE the Kingdom or Family of God,
in which He is, we must be born again.
How consistent the teaching of the Bible
is! When we are born again, composed
of spirit, we shall be able to see spirit.
W e shall behold Jesus Christ as He actually appears. But the world which is
composed of flesh and can’t see spirit
will only see Christ physically manifested in glorious form at His return.
If You Are Born Again, Can You Sin?
It has been the favorite teaching of
some that Christians can’t sin anymore
in this life because they are “born
again.” This doctrine originated from
misapplying I John 3 :9: “Whosoever
is BORN of God doth not commit sin;
for His seed remaineth in him: and he
cannot sin, because he is BORN of God.”
Here is a plain statement from Scripture. If one is born of God, he CAN’T
sin!
But the apostle John wrote in I John
1:8 that “If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.” And Solomon was inspired
to write: “There is not a just man upon
earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not”
(Ecclesiastes 7: 2 0 ) .
By putting a11 the Bible together, and
not taking a verse out of its context to
suit ourselves, we see that Chrirtianr
can commit sin. To say otherwise would
prove that the truth wasn’t in us, said
John. Paul was constantly beset by sins
which he had not overcome (Romans
7: 14-25 ) . Jesus admonishes us to OVERCOME AND KEEP HIS WORKS TO THE
END (Rev. 2 : 2 6 ) .

Therefore true Christians are not now
born of God. They are only begotten by
the Holy Spirit. “We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he
that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him
not” ( I John 5 : 18).
Notice the difference between the
two conditions. The one can’t sin because God’s seed remaineth in him. H e
is born of God and has Gods nature, not
the human nature that once caused him
to sin if he didn’t have the strength to
resist. The other, who is begotten, must
KEEP HIMSELF from being spottedhe must conrinue to resist the deceptions
and the pollutions of the world. Such a
one can commit sin. H e will not willfully
-but when caught oil guard or in a
moment of weakness. Life is to the begotten child still a constant struggle
(Please contime on page 1 5 )

What Is ARMAGEDDON ?
Just what i s “Armageddon”? Will it be World W a r Ill?

Will the armies of the United States and Great Britain
be defending Palestine against Russia in that battle?
Read in this article the amazing answer. You will
probably be astonished!
by Herbert W . Armstrong
E HEAR a great deal, nowadays,
about “Armageddon.” Yet few
know what it is!
Like most other topics of Biblical
prophecy, what is popularly taught on
this subject has been accepted without
questwn by nearly everyone. And, as in
most other questions, the people have
been turned away from the truth and
have unthinkingly embraced fables.
When World War I first broke out,
many began excitedly to proclaim:
“This is the Armageddon war!” Again,
many confidently proclaimed that World
War I1 was the war that would end
at Armageddon.
A popular conception now is that
“Armageddon” is the prophesized last
battle of a coming war between the
democratic Western World and Communist Russia. It will supposedly be a
battle between atheistic Communist
Russia on the one side, attacking Jerusalem, with the British and American
armies on the other side, defending it.
And at the precise instant of this final
colossal battle, the second coming of
Christ is to occur.
But is this common conception true?

W

W h a t IS “Armageddon”?
The word “Armageddon,” strange as
it may seem, occurs only once in all the
Bible. It is found in Revelation 16:16.
Let’s look at it. Begin with the 13th
verse of this chapter:
“And I saw three unclean spirits like
frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the
beast, and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. For they are the spirits of
demons, working miracles, which go
forth unto the kings of the earth and of
the whole world, to gather them to the
battle of the great day of God Almighty.
(Behold, I come as a thicf. Blcsscd is
he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked and they see
his shame.) And he [another translation is “they”] gathered them together,
into a place called in the Hebrew
tongue, ARMAGEDDON [marginal reading: “Har Magedon”1.”
First, notice that “Armageddon” is a
Hebrew word, not an English word.
Actually, the Hebrew word is “Har

Magedon” or “Har Megiddo.” In the
Hebrew, the H’s are usually not pronounced, and so are often omitted in
the spelling in English. Megiddo is in
the Valley of Jezreel, some 70 miles
northwest of Jerusalem, just in from
the port of Haifa.
The Hebrew prefix “Har” means “fortified,” or “fortified hill.” Between
World War I and World War I1 the
British fortified Haifa at a cost of many
millions of dollars. Consequently, Megiddo (or Magedon) has now become, in
fact, ARMAGEDDON!
Secondly, notice the battle in question is actually stirred up, not by men
or nations alone, but by spirits-three
spirits-and they are unclean spirits or
demon spirits. (The word “devils” in
t h e King James Version ought to be
rendered demons.) These spirits INFLUENCE the leaders of the n a t i o n s 4 e ceiving them-stirring
them to this
battle.
These unclean spirits come out of the
mouths of the DRAGON, :he BEAST, and
the FALSE PROPHET. Whar is the Bible
definition ok these three powers?
T h e Three Unclean Spirits
T h e DRAGON is interpreted by the Rible as the devil or Satan (Rev. 12:9).
The BEAST according to the Bible is the
political leader of the Babylonish system, pictured in Daniel 7, Revelation
13 and 17. The BEAST is yet to appear
in Europe for a final revival of fascism
to head the last rebirth of the Roman
Empire-a United States of Europe that
will startle this world!
The FALSE PROPHET is the religious
or ecclesiastical leader who shall, in the
near future, be associated in a mutual
working agreement with this final restoration of the Roman Empire.
The three unclean spirits come out of
the mouths of these three-the
devil,
the “beast” and the “false prophet.” I n
I Kings 22:21-23 we find unclean spirits, lying spirits, in the mouths of the
false prophets in ancient Israel. Those
spirits so completely deceived the ministers of that day that the demons or
lying spirits actually talked through the
mouths of the prophets. So the three
unclean spirits mentioned in Revelation

will possess the beast and the false
prophet and use their motlths to utter
lies to deceive the nations.
“Battle of Armageddon”?
And now, thirdly, notice the NAME of
the battle to which the spirits cause the
armies of the nations to be gathered.
This is most important! The text does
not speak of any “BATTLE of Armageddon” at all! It is the “BATTLE OF THE
GREAT DAY OF GOD ALMIGHTY.”

“ARMAGEDDON“
is the place where
the armies gather. But the BATTLE is
?tot called “Armageddon.” It is the “BATTLE of the GREAT DAY OF GOD ALMIGHTY.”

The “Great Day of God Almighty” is,
of course, the great “DAY of the LORD”
as it is spoken of in so many prophecies
in both Old and New Testament Scriptures. And what is the “Day of the Eter-

nal”?
“The great day of the Eternal is near
. . . that day is a day of WRATH, a day
of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness
and gloominess, a day of clouds and
thick darkness” (Zephaniah 1: 14-15).
“The day of the Eternal’s anger” we
read in Zeph. 2:2.
Notice that the battle of the Great
Day of God Almighty comes as a climax
to a time when the whole earth has
been rendered waste and desolate by the
wholesale destruction of war.
“Alas for the day! for the day of the
Eternal is at hand, and as a destrtlctwn
from the Almighty shall it come.” The
Almighty sends it! It is the Great Day
of God Almighty! It is a day of DEsTRUCTION-and
God sends the destruction!
“Behold, the day of the Eternal cometh . . . For I will gather all nations
against Jerusalem to battle; and the city
shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and
the women ravished; and half of the
city shall go forth into captivity, and the
residue of the people shall not be cut
off from the city. THEN SHALL THE
ETERNAL GO FORTH, AND FIGHT
AGAINST THOSE NATIONS, as when he

fought in the day of battle. And his
feet shall stand in that day upon the
mount of Olives, which is before Jerusa-
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lem on the east . . .” (Zechariah 14:
1-4). This is the climactic BAlTLE of
the Great Day of God Almighty!
Is I t the TRIRIJI.ATION?

Is this Great Day of the Eternal, then,
the prophesied “Great Tribulation”?
No! It follows the Great Tribulation.
Notice Joel 2:31: “The sun shall be
turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the great and terrible DAY
OF THE ETERNAL come.” The DAY OF
THE ETERNAL is the time of the plagues
sent from God. It is the time of His
WRATH, the time of His supernatural
intervening in this wholesale slaughter
and destruction by man. But God will
not send this PUNISHMENT upon a sinning world until H e has WARNED THEM.
First, He will send terrific supernatural
SIGNS in the sun, the moon and the
stars. There shall be great tidal waves,
earthquakes, convulsions of nature that
shall throw men-who
know not God
and these prophecies-into frantic terror, thinking the “WORLD IS COMING TO
AN END” (Rev. 6:12-17; Lukc 21:25-
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them, as travail upon a wnman with
child; and they shall not escape.”
Notice. It shall come szlddenly, unexpectedly. It is the time prophesied by
Isaiah: “ H u w l ye.

~ O Idie DAY OF THE

a.r a
destruction from the Almighty . . . Behold the DAY OF THE ETERNAL cometh,
cruel both with WRATH and fierce anger,
to lay the land desolate: and H e shall
destroy the sinners thereof out of it . . .
and I will punish the world for their
evil” ( Isaiah 13:6-11) .
First, “THEY”-the
world rulersshall proclaim PEACE! and safety!
Just before thc tcrriblc DAY OF THE
LORD “Peace!” is to be proclaimed.
There shall be no real peace, but world
rulers shall proclaim it! And then what?
And then, as soon as PEACE is proclaimed, then the sudden DESTRUCTION
of the plagues of the DAY OF THE ETERN A L shall fall upon them. That is the
time of GOD’S wrath.
ETERNAL is at hand; it shall come

Great Tribulation Comes First
The “Great Tribulation” must come
PRIOR to the DAY OF THE LORD. Im26).
mediately after the Tribulation, said JeAll this follows the Great Tribulation.
sus, the terrible supernatural signs shall
You will find the final Great Tribulaoccur-in the sun, the moon, the stars
tion described in Matthew 24. (Kememe a r t h q u a k e s , tidal waves, convulsions
ber, the tribulation during the Dark
of nature. These catastrophic occurAges was merely a forerunner of this
rences in nature are to occur before the
AGE-END GREAT TRIBULATION.) Notice
verse 29, of Matthew 24: “IMMEDIATE- DAY OF THE ETERNAL (Joel 2:31).
But what IS the “Great Tribulation”?
LY AFTER the tribulation of those days
Most people have taken it for granted
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon
that the Tribulation is the time of God’s
shall not give her light, and the stars
wrath-the DAY OF THE ETERNAL. But
shall fall from heaven, and the powers
it is not. It precedes the Day of the Eterof the heavens shall be shaken.”
nal.
First comes the Tribulation; then suJesus’ Olivet prophecy explains it.
pernatural signs; then the Day of the
This prophecy reveals the succession of
Lord. Notice this same sequence deevents up to now. The disciples had
scribed in Revelation 6: 12-17. In this
asked Jesus what would be the sign of
scripture the Day of the Eternal is the
His coming, and of the end of the age
Day of God’s WRATH.
(Mat. 2 4 : 3 ) . And H e had replied that
“PEACE !” to be Proclaimed
first would come false preachers proclaiming a false gospel, yet coming in
Now notice an amazing fact, revealed
the name of Christ; then wars culminatby a New Testament prophecy-a fact
ing in the present series of World Wars
very few have grasped! It is found in I
and the Cold War-kingdom
and naThe. 511-3.
tion against one another; third, famines;
”But of the times and the seasons,
fourth, pestilences. These are just beginbrethren”-notice
that Paul is writing
ning to stalk the world.
to the “brethren”-“ye
have no need
“All these,” said Jesus, “are the begznthat I write unto you. For yourselves
ning of sorrows.” Then what next?
know perfectly that THE DAY OF THE
“Then shall they deliver you up to be
LORD so cometh as a thief in the night.”
afflicted, and shall kill you,” Jesus forePaul is not speaking of the second
told. “And ye shall be hated of all nacoming of Christ, but of the “day of the
tions for my name’s sake” (Mat. 24:9).
Lord-the
time of the DESTRUCTION
Notice, Jesus used two pronounsGod will send upon sinners to separate
“THEY,” and “YOU.” “Then THEY shall
them from their sins. Now continue the
deliver YOU up to be afflicted, and shall
prophecy :
KILL you.” Remember this: In New
“For when they”-the
word “they”
Testament language the pronoun “YOU,”
refers to the leaders and rulers of the
unless otherwise clearly defined, refers
world. Paul is writing to the brethren
either to truly converted CHRISTIANS, or
about the affairs of this present worldto NATIONAL Israel or Judah, or to both
“when they shall say PEACE and safety;
Christians and Judah or Israel. If it is
then sudden DESRUCTION cometh upon

speaking spiritually and individually,
the pronoun “YOU” refers to those who
are truly begotten children of God. If
the context is speaking nationally, it refers to Israel, or Judah, or both.
In this particular case, comparison
with the account in Mark 13 and Luke
21 makes it evident that Jesus used this
pronoun in a DUAL sense, including both
Spirit-begotten CHRISTIANS and fleshborn Israelites as nations!
The limited national trouble which
befell Judah in 70 A.D. was merely the
early type and forerunner of the great
NATIONAL invasion and captivity YET
to occur.
This is described more plainly in
modern English in the Moffatt translation of Luke’s account of this same
prophecy: “For sore anguish will come
upon the land and wrath upon this people; they will fall by the edge of the
sword, they will be carried prisoners to
all nations, and Jerusalem will be under
the heel of the Gentiles TILL the Times
of the Gentiles expire” (Luke 21:2324).

This is speaking of W A R - o f national
invasion and captivity. The CLIMACTIC
MAJOR fulfillment of this prophecy is
YET to occur, just shortly before the
Day of the Eternal’s WRATH.
This is speaking of the final GREAT
Tribulation. It will be a time of WAR
and national INVASION and CAPTIVIW
of God’s nation ISRAEL. Not ]dab
alone! These prophecies refer not only
to Christians, but to the so-called LOST
TEN TRIBES OF ISRAEL-the

American

and British peoples, the democracies of
Northwest Ewope! If you don’t know
where the United Scares and Great Brirain are mentioned in prophecy, write
immediately for my FREE booklet “The
UNITED STATES and the BRITISH COMMONWEALTH in Prophecy.”
The Great Tribulation is not, as so
many erroneously assume, the time of
God’s wrath. It is the time of Satan’s
wrath. The Great Tribulation is Satan’s
last persecution and martyrdom against
the true begotten sons of GOD.
Jerusalem Surrounded with Armies
Notice that the tribulation, the next
prophesied major occurrence, is to come
when “ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place”
(Mat. 24:15). This is described in
Luke’s account of this same prophecy as
‘rJerusalem compassed with mmier”
which is a sign that the city’s desolation
is near (Lukc 2 1: 2 0 ) . It is described in
Daniel 11 as the armies of the coming
fascist revival of the Roman Empire invading Palestine!
So, together with the martyrdom of
Christians and the invasion of America,
the British Isles and the democratic na-
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tions of Northwest Europe, there will be
an invasion of Palestine and the Near
East. This will be the first round of
WORLD WAR III!

are called
When our people-who
war-mongers by the Gentiles-have
been defeated and taken into slavery,
then the Gentiles will be proclaiming
“PEACE!” But there will be no real
peace! Notice what happens after the
three and one-half years of tribulation
-when the Gentiles will be deluded
into thinking “peace” and “safety”:
For Satan’s fiendish persecution and
martyrdom of God’s saints, GOD shall
take vengeance. God will step in and
supernaturally intervene.
First, as a WARNING, shall come the
terrible SIGNS!-signs in the sun, the
moon, the stars-the convulsions of the
earth and the heavens (Mat. 2 4 : 2 9 ) .
And then shall follow the DAY OF THE
LORD!

The DAY OF THE ETERNAL will
quickly come-the time of God’s wrath
-the time of the PLAGUES.
The “trumpet” plagues and the “seven last plagues” are God’s judgment
upon the great ecclesiastical empire
ruled by the false prophet. This false
system IS the power which caused the
martyrdom of saints in ages past; this is
the power that will line up with the revival of the Roman Empire in Europe
and will cause the coming martyrdom!

TEN Nations to Unite in Europe
This great ecclesiastical system is pictured as a fallen woman astride the
“beast.” This woman is called “BABYLON” (Rev. 17:5). She is “drunken
with the blood of the satnts, and with
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus”
(verse 6). She CAUSES them to be killed
by pronouncing sentence ( Rev. 13:15 ) .
The “beast” which the woman rides
is the Roman Empire. All students of
prophecy recognize that. Even the Roman Catholic Douay Version gives this
in a footnote. The empire was, and is
not (verse 6), but shall be brought back
into being once again. It shall be accomplished by a UNION of TEN DICTATORS who will be given authority as
kings for a very short time. This is explained in verses 12 and 13. These
fascist dictators, with their armies, will
be under the direction of a great
Church-State coalition now being plotted in Europe! NOWlet’s continue.
The fascist armies, remember, will
have poured into Palestine. When tidings of an impending Russian invasion
of Europe frighten the coming United
States of Europe, the “beast”-the future
fascist dictator in Europe-and the
“false prophet”-his religious consortwill rush plans to set up the tabernacle
and the palace in Palestine (Dan. 11 :41,
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4 5 ) . Their headqmrter~will be moved
there.
During their reign, the true Word of
God will not be permitted to be
preached (Amos 8 : l l ) . After the tribulation only God’s “two witnesses,” inspired with supernatural powers shall be
permitted to warn the world of what
is then coming. And after three and onehalf years, even they shall be killed and
their bodies lie unburied three and a
half days in the streets of Jerusalem
(Rev. 11:3-10).
And now notice!
“These”-these newly crowned kings
forming the revived Roman Empire“shall make war with the Lamb, and the
Lamb shall overcome them: for He is
the Lord of lords, and King of kings”
(Rev. 17: 1 4 ) .
Christ is the “Lamb.” But He does
not appear as “Lord of lords, and King
of kings” until His SECOND COMING!
Then Comes God’s Wrath
Jesus shall come at the outpouring of
the seven last plagues of the DAY OF
THE Lo-the
very chnax of the great
and terrible “day.” He shall come at the
time when Gods final judgments are
being poured out upon this fornicating
ecclesiastical system.
At that time Jesus Christ shall return
to RULE! “The kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of His Christ; and HE SHALL REIGN
FOREVER!” (Rev. 11 : 15 ) . Christ is the
STONE, then smiting the entire rotten
Gentile political-ecclesiastical system on
the “TOES” of the “image” (of Daniel
2 ) , and the KINGDOM OF GOD shall rule
this earth and finally bring REAL PEACE,
and happiness and JOY to a sin-sick,
war-weary earth!
But the “beast” and the “false prophet” shall FIGHT agsinst Christ! They
shall fight desperately to retain their foul
system.
And the BAITLE that ensues in this
struggle to see whether MAN or GOD
shall rule the earth for the next THOUSAND YEARS 2s the BATTLE OF THE
GREAT DAY OF GOD ALMIGHTY--often
misnamed “Armageddon.” The armies
which gather at “Armageddon” proceed
to battle and fight Christ in the environs
of Jerusalem.
Who shall fight whom? Will Russia
and China and their communist allies
fight against the British and American
armies in this battle? NO! Nowhere is
one word said in prophecy to give such
an idea.
Note it!
“And I saw the beast [the coming fascist dictator in Europe] and the kings of
the earth Chis allies], and their armies,
gathered together to make war against”
-AGAINST
WHOM? Not Britain and
America! NOT Israel!-for
they have
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already been conquered by this revival
of a fascist Roman Empire. But against
“HIM

THAT

SAT

ON

THE

HORSE

[Christ] and His army” (Rev. 19:19).
And utho composes Hi5 army? Note
verse 14: “And the armies which were
in HEAVEN followed Him upon white
horses.” Shall the British and American
armies go up to heaven? No! Our people, young and old, are in slavery and
await the return of Christ to DELIVER
them.
Then who compose these armies? Just
one Scripture tehs: “When the Son of
man shall come in His glory, and dl the
holy angels with Him . . .” (Mat. 25:
31). The HOLY ANGELS from heaven
are Christ’s army! A SPIRITUALhost is
coming to take over! It is CHRIST and
the ANGELS that fight the willful rebellion of mortal men.
“And the beast was taken, and with
him the false prophet . . . These both
were cast alive into a lake of fire buming with brimstone” (Rev. 1 9 2 0 ) .
THATis the “BATTLE of the Great
Day of God Almighty!” That is the battle popularly misnamed ttArmageddon”!
It shall mark the turning point in history-the
beginning of P E A C E - r e d
PEACE on earth, and good will toward
men!

What do you mean

. . . “Be Born Again”?
( Continued from page 12)

against the wiles of the Devil operating
in the world and through his own human nature.
Much of the confusion about being
born again has resulted from misinterpreting the original Greek. In English
we use three distinct words: begetral,
conception and birth. But in the Greek
which Paul and the apostles used, there
is one root word having three meanings.
It is therefore very necessary to determine the meaning of Scripture before
translating a word either “begotten” or
“born.”
God Is Reproducing After His Kind
The Eternal God has created innumerable universes, galaxies and worlds.
The full extent of His entire finished
creation is completely beyond the grasp
of the human mind-completely beyond
the telescope, the microscope or the test
tube.
But wonder of wonders!-He
is still
creating before us now, His highest and
noblest work-that
of begetting sons
in His own family. You and I have a
wonderful opportunity in becoming a
son in the Family or Kingdom of God.
By a process completely hidden to
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the world, and revealed only to His
own children by the Bible, God is now
begetting, through the operation of the
Holy Spirit, sons after His KINafter His own character and likeness.
The begettal, nourishment and actual
birth of sons into the GOD KINGDOM
by a resurrection to divine and glorified
immortality is the supreme pinnacle of
creation!
Yet most churches do not realize this
wonderful truth. They talk about being
born of God, but they don’t know what
it means!
W e will not be the adopted sons, but
the literal born sons of God. “Spirit of
adoption” is not the true meaning; it is
“Spirit of SONSHIP.”
W e are going to be like our Heavenly
Father. W e are going to become persons
in the family of God, therefore we will
actually be God as much as the Father
and the Son are God! See John 10:34-36
and Psalm 82:6. No longer will we be
human, because at the new birth we will
have a divine Father.
Christ is the FIRST B O R N of all sons
in God’s kingdom (Col. 1:18). H e h
the only one who has been born again!
Before His death and resurrection He
was spoken of as the “only begotten
Son.” Now there are many begotten
mu. After the resurrection to immortality, Jesus becamc th: first born from
the dead. But the timi will soon come
when H e returns that H e will be the
“firstborn among many brethren” ( Romans 8 : 2 9 ) .
Let’s rejoice in the hope of being
born again, this time without human
frailties, to “an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth nor away”
which Christ will bring with Him a t
His. return. But let us not forget that
we are still thc begotten sons and have
to overcome and endure to the end!
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How to Conquer
Your FEARS
( Continued f r o m page 1 0 )
to exercise good judgment in being kind.
On the other hand, many neglect kindnesses which they can never make up.
This breeds sorrow and worry.
Seventh, add LOVE as a climax to
perfection. Jesus said: “LOVE your e m mies, and pray for them that persecute
you” (Mat. 5 : 4 4 ) .When you love your
enemies this much, you won’t fear what
they can do to you. Love, when perfected, casts out all fear! Jesus also said:
“Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his
friends” (John 15 : 13 ) . Perfect love
even removes the most terrible fear of
all-the fear of death!

W h a t is LOVE?
Love is the perfection of God’s law
according to its spirit or intent. “Love
worketh no 111 to his neighbor: therefore
love is the fzllfilling of the law” (Romans
13: 10). You cannot love anyone without
fulfilling the law. And you cannot fulfill
the law completely without loving your
neighbor and your enemy! Love sums
up the spirit and intent of God’s law.
It is the summation of all that is good
and right. The fear of God leads us to
love.
Notice how the Scripture defines love
in its fullness. ( I n the following verses
the archaic word “charity” needs to be
translated LOVE, which I have done) :
“If I dole out all my goods, and if I give
my body that I may glory, but have not
love, it profiteth me nothing.. .” Brotherly kindness without LOVE profits nothing
is
eternally! “Love suffers long”-it
patient--“is kind”-it includes brother-

November-December, 1955

ly kindness; “love envierh not, vaiinteth
not itself, is not puffed up”-it doesn’t
exalt itself, it is virtuous--“is not unis
seemly, seeketh not its own”-love
directed away from the SELF-*% not
provoked, taketh not account of evil”it is patient and not resentful-“rejoiceth
not in unrighteousness, but rejoiceth in
the truth”-it is godliness.
Love “covereth all things”-it covers
every
requirement -“believeth all
things”-love is not gullible (which a
misreading of this verse might imply),
but it believes all things written in God‘s
Word--“hopeth all things”-it
hopes
for all the promises, which gives us
courage--“endureth all things.” LOVE
rises above all conflicts, making it possible for us to rise above the sufferings
and fears which engulf this age.
“Love NEVER FAILETH,” ( I Cot.
13:3-8).
This is how YOU can conquer your
fears and worries! Ask God for help to
carry out His seven-fold plan to attain
real peace of mind. “Ask, and it shall
be given you” (Luke 1 1 : 9 ) .

WHY

T H E PLAIN TRUTH HAS
NO SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

So rrrrny ask. “ I I o w r a n you publish a magazine.
without subscription price, and without advertising!”
The answer is simple. The GOSPEL must go to
the whole world, and it must go FREE. It must not
be sold like merchandise. “Freely ye have received,”
Jesus said to His disciples whom He ws,,sendinq to
ylvclaim ilm Gosycl, “Frcely GIVE.
Withour
monev and without Drice. is God’s way. W e DID.
claim’ a FREE salvation. Therefore, we ;annot pkt a
PRICE upon the PLAIN TRUTH.
We have been called of God to conduct this work.
It is not our work, but God‘s. We have set cut
co conduct God’s work God’s way. WE rely. in
FAITH, upon God’s promises to supply every need.
God s way is the way of LOVE-and that is the
way of giving, not getting. God CXDCCD every me
child of His to GIVE of tithes and offerings that His
work may go F R E L t h a t His true minknrs may
GIVE rhc prccious Gospel m othcn. Wc simp17
TRUST GOD to lay it on the minds and h e v a of
His people to give of their tithes and offerings &at
we mav be enabled to GIVE the good chiof
God s Word to the hundreds of thousands who hear
the Message over the air. and the scores of thousands
w h o rcad The PLAIN TRUTH.
Many times our faith has been severely tried. but
God has never failed us. We must not fail HIM!
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