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PERSONAL
FROM THE PUBLISHER

A Responsible
FirstLady

was governor of California. The '60s were a time
of unprecedented turmoil, frustration and rebellion
among the younger generation.
The older generation muttered to themselves,
"What's the world coming to?" Some hoped that
youth would grow out of it. Instead the rebellion
sowed the seeds .of the massive problems this
generation of young people must contend with
today. Drugs are just one aspect of it.
When her husband became the 40th President,
Mrs. Reagan realized she had a platform and a
position of influence. She told us that while the
President was recovering from the attempted
assassination of March 30, 1981, she began to meet
few months ago, I was
with doctors, teachers and experts in the field of
privileged to attend a luncheon in the
drug and alcohol abuse and learned the full extent
Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles,
of the drug problem.
It is to Mrs. Reagan's credit that she has used
California, and to meet briefly with the
her influence to raise the nation's level of
United States' First Lady, Nancy Reagan.
awareness about drug use and
Mrs. Reagan was in
abuse. She let all who heard her
Los Angeles to speak to
know in no uncertain terms that
the World Affairs
each one of us has a moral
Council about drug
responsibility to do more than
abuse. The World Afrecognize the problem. We all
fairs Council is the
have an obligation to take a
main public forum for
personal stand against drug
dignitaries visiting Los
abuse.
How right she is!
Angeles.
Mrs. Reagan movingly
All of us want things to be
pointed out that no one
right, but few are willing to do
can say this problem
what we should to make things
isn't his or her concern.
right. To quote Mrs. Reagan
directly: "You do have the
It- affects us when it
destroys families_ It afresponsibility to put your
fects us when it costs
conscience and principles on the
hundreds of millions of
line. You have the responsibility
to be intolerant of drug abuse
dollars through accidents Los Angeles World Affairs Council hears from
anywhere, anytime, by anybody.
and absenteeism in the Mrs. Reagan latest in battle to curb drug use.
work place_ It affects us
You have the responsibility of
since there is a definite and direct link between
forcing the issue to the point of making others
crime and drug abuse_ It should affect us because
uncomfortable and yourself unpopular."
Mrs. Reagan does just that. In her audience
it is a tragedy that is causing untold suffering and
were some of the most influential people in the
mental and emotional agony to millions of our
fellow human beings_
Los Angeles area. Many were undoubtedly personal
Mrs_ Reagan's personal crusade against drug
friends, since the R~agans are Californians . Mrs.
Reagan told them
(Continued on page 29)
abuse dates back to the 1960s when her husband
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NUCI.EAR WAR
and the
BOOK OF REVELATION
by Paul Kroll

Can humanity survive the effects of nuclear war?
LIVE, admittedly, in
the most dangerous
time in the history of
mankind. Weare, all of us,
just one push of the button
away from the ultimate holocaust.

W:

The world has tasted only one
small morsel of nuclear war: Hiroshima and Nagasaki. But do
we really comprehend what
would happen to us and our
earth in the event of all-out and
total nuclear war?
View of Apocalypse

On October 31, 1983, more than
500 participants met in Washington, D.C., for a monumental conference to discuss the fate of our
world (if there was any left) after
nuclear war.
Participants included eminent
scientists and officials from more
than 20 nations. The conference
was appropriately called: The
Long-term Worldwide Biological
Consequences · of Nuclear War.
Out of this meeting came the book
The Cold and the Dark and a new
phrase for our survival dictionary:
Nuclear Winter.
The conference was a milestone
in the number of participants, the
depth of the studies undertaken
and the unique involvement of Soviet scientists.
We will take a glimpse at the
dire forecast that the scientists
have prognosticated as the result of
Ii single, massive nuclear unleashing. Before we do, however, let us
consider another view of future war
2

and its aftermath. This one comes
to us from the distant past.
In the Christian world most people are at least dimly aware of references to the Apocalypse or book
of Revelation. The so-called Four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse have
often been used as symbols of terrible plagues.
For more than 1,800 years after
the apostle John wrote down the
details of his visions on the Greek
island of Patmos, the book's contents continue to read like a series
of bizarre hallucinations. But all
that has changed with the advent of
"Star Wars" weaponry and nuclear
power.
Today, in the late 1980s, some of
the horrors of the book of Revelation bear striking and eerie resemblance to both the direct and the
long-term effects of modern warfare and a nuclear holocaust.
The book of Revelation describes
a frightening series of events: Some
are ascribed directly to the supernatural power of God preceded and
superseded by man-made wars and
infernos. Few have ever pointed
out the striking convergence of the
effects of modern conventional and
nuclear war with the scenario portrayed in Revelation.
After Nuclear War

The scientists of the aforementioned Consequences of Nuclear
War conference were pessimistic
regarding the potential effects of a
nuclear war.
.
Paul Ehrlich of Stanford University stated: "We did not feel that
we could exclude the possibility
that humanity would gradually de-

cline to extinction following such
an event" (The Cold and the
Dark, Paul Ehrlich, et aI, New
York: W.W. Norton Co., 1984,
page l37).
Soviet scientist Nikolai Bochkov
agreed: "We should not be afraid
to reach the conclusion that the
conditions that would prevail
would not allow the survival of human beings as a species" (ibid. ,
page 142). Here in the briefest
form is what we may expect, according to these scientists:
The nuclear nations had the capacity (in 1983) to unleash the
equivalent of one m illion Hi-

roshima-sized bombs. A single Hiroshima bomb killed between
100,000 and 200,000 people.
Two estimates gave the death
toll from initial blast, heat and radiation as a minimum of 750 m illion people, using 1983 population
estimates. A like number would be
injured . Almost half of the population could become casualties in the
first few hours after the buttons
had been pushed .
Social Disruption

Electricity, gas, fuel would be
essentially unavailable .
Transportation would be
nonexistent- no planes ,
no trains, trucks or cars
in service. Food deliveries
would virtually cease.
Communications networks cut and silenced.
Municipal water supplies
destroyed or contaminated.
Medical care would be
effectively unavailable at
a time when it would be
most intensely needed. For
example, there would be
no material for bone marrow transplants and no
doctors to do the transplanting. Those poisoned

by radiation, but still alive, would trees , wildlife and green plants.
slowly die.
Cities would be destroyed comVirtually all cities-the keystone pletely by blast and raging fireof industrial society and its most storms. A late summer or early fall
vulnerable component-could be war would lead to widespread
vaporized.
burn-off, then to catastrophic eroHumans would cry out for help, sion and flooding the following
but there would be no savior to rainy season.
come to the rescue. All that we
Radioactive rain would destroy
have come to rely on would simply fish and fauna, pollute water.
cease to exist. The survival of hu- Crops and livestock would be poimanity's scattered and injured soned. In places, soil could be
remnants, in the temperate zones heated by firestorms and wildfires
from Japan and China, across the to the point of killing dormant
seeds in the earth, making regeneration of plant life impossible.
Burning cities would
produce vast clouds of
toxic chemicals: vinyl chlorides, nitrogen, sulfur oxides, cyanides, dioxins,
furans and carbon
monoxide . The ozone
layer would be reduced by
vast quantities of nitrogen
oxide, dramatically increasing ultraviolet radiation . Human and animal
blindness could be one
consequence. Compromised immune systems,
another effect, would help
pave the way for disease
epidemics.
Cold, Darkness, Plant Life

on, into Europe and
Atlantic to North America, would be exceedingly precarious or impossible.
Firestorms, Smog, Radioactivity

Huge and widespread wildfires
would have devastating effects on

Immense clouds of chemicals, dust, soot and ashes
would temporarily block
out the sun's visible
rays. Photosynthesis
would be dramatically
reduced . Without this
activity, animals and
humans could not live.
We are all ultimately
dependent on green
plants for survival, as are
·mals.
If war occurred before or during the
growing season, virtually all land plants and
most annual crops would be destroyed.
Domestic and wild animal populations could be wiped out by
blast, wildfires, radiation, lack of
food and the growing icy chill. A
nuclear war could alter the climate
of the entire Northern Hemisphere.
The climate could shift dramatically
3

from its present seasonal configuration to a "long, sunless, frozen
night." Then, ironically, some
months later, a "malignant" sun
with its ultraviolet radiation would
begin to strike the earth and its
survivors.
Changes in climactic patterns
could cause mountain snow and
glaciers to melt, causing possibly
continent-sized floods. Temperatures in major areas could drop to
below freezing, even in summer.
Death of Agriculture-then Famine

Agricultural productivity would
cease for at least a year, simply on
the basis of the havoc caused by
the initial blast and radiation and
the cold and dark that would soon
set in.
The soil would also be contaminated. Could the survivors really
grow crops the next year-and the
next? it was asked. There would be
no fuel, no transportation, no social
organization, no exchange market-and few humans left.
The scant stockpiles of food
stored in population centers would
have been destroyed or contaminated. Even countries not directly
touched by the immediate blast
would suffer some of the long-term
effects. For example, they would
not be able to import foods or other
technology. Also, their markets for
exports would vanish. Their populations, too, would suffer starvation.
After a nuclear strike, ventured
astrogeophysicist Walter Orr
Roberts, "It is possible that a third
of the world's population will die
from malnutrition-related diseases"
(The Cold and the Dark. page
158).
Disease Epidemics

Famine, radiation poisoning, ultraviolet radiation, the ravages of the
environment, lack of sanitation,
food contamination, a dysfunctioning immune system, and a lack of
medical services would open up the
survivors to horrifying epidemics
and pandemics. Rabies and the
plague, for example, would be rife.
Virulent forms of microorganisms carried by proliferating,
predatorless insects would strike a
vulnerable humanity. Hundreds of
millions of rotting corpses would
4

also add to the diseases' potential.
Are these horrifying potentialities overstated? Some people might
like to think so. Probably, the reverse is true. "There has been a
systematic tendency for the effects
of nuclear weapons and nuclear
war to be underestimated," observed space scientist Carl Sagan
(ibid., page 24).
Why so? One reason is the "synergism" that will likely take effect.
That is, humans will be subjected
to several simultaneous stresses
such as injury, lack of food, curtailment of essential services, panic,
natural disasters. The impact from
all these occurring simultaneously
will be much greater than the individual effects if they occurred separately.
Our potential future. using the
word loosely, is not very secure.
N ow look at the visions of the book
of Revelation. For the pages of this
book point out similar kinds of assaults on the environment and man.
But the order of their magnitude
and repeated occurrences is even
greater.
Revelation Unveiled

We are introduced to man's biblical nightmare with the Four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse, in
the sixth chapter of Revelation.
John writes: "I looked, and behold, a white horse. And he who
sat on it had a bow; and a crown
was given to him, and he went out
conquering and to conquer" (Rev.
6:2, Revised Authorized Version
throughout). Bible students know
this refers to false prophets and
demoniacal leaders-the kind who
engulf the world in spiritual and
political wars.
John continues: "And another
horse, fiery red, went out. And it
was granted to the one who sat on
it to take peace from the earth, and
that people should kill one another;
and there was given to him a great
sword ....
"And I looked, and behold, a
pale horse. And the name of him
who sat on it was Death, and Hades
followed with him. And power was
given to them over a fourth of the
earth. to kill with sword, with
hunger, with death, and by the
beasts of the earth" (Rev. 6:4-8).
This terrifying vision of John

consigns-before any nuclear war
is unleashed-one quarter of the
human race to death of mortal injury by conventional wars, starvation, disease and related plagues.
These plagues are man caused.
The next series of visions descri bes plagues supernatural in
origin.
These destructions are literally
the effects of what we might call
angelic "bombings," which devastate the natural world and create
firestorms of incalculable magnitude. So intense is the devastation
that monstrous clouds of dust block
out sun and moon. Will this divine
intervention force nations to rethink the use of nuclear and biochemical warfare?
John then describes this angelic
first strike, which will warn mankind one last time not to use nuclear weapons. "The first angel
sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and
they were thrown to the earth; and
a third of the trees were burned up,
and all green grass was burned up.
"Then the second angel sounded:
And something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown
into the sea, and a third of the sea
became blood; and a third of the
living creatures in the sea died, and
a third of the ships were destroyed.
"Then the third angel sounded:
And a great star fell from- heaven.
burning like a torch, and it fell on
a third of the rivers and on the
springs of water .. . and many men
died from the water, because it was
made bitter.
"Then the fourth angel sounded:
And a third of the sun was struck,
a third of the moon, and a third of
the stars, so that a third of them
were darkened; and a third of the
day did not shine, and likewise the
night" (Rev. 8:7-12) .
The Three Woes

The emphasis again changes from
supernatural to man-caused havoc
on earth. John records, "I heard an
angel flying through the midst of
heaven, saying with a loud voice,
'Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants
of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the
three angels who are about to
sound'" (Rev. 8: 13) .
(Continued on page 28)
The PLAIN TRUTH

o you derive the bulk
of your news and
public affairs understanding from television? If
so, you may be missing a lot.
Neil Postman, a leading analyst of the electronic media in
the United States, makes this
clear:
"We possibly have the most
ill-informed electorate in the
West because people rely so
much on television for their understanding of the
world. Americans know
of a lot of things, but
about very little."
Mr. Postman's critique
is predominantly directed
toward news dispensed on
American commercial
television. Yet his assessment is valid , perhaps .
only to a lesser degree,
for other modern Western nations.
"Knowing implies a
historical dimension, an
inkling of the implications," adds Mr. Postman, who is author of the
book Amusing Ourselves
to Death. But television
news, except for special
programs and documentaries, is, by its nature,
deficient in broad indepth analyses of major issues
day.
Television, he adds, "is a speedof-light medium, a present-centered medium. Its grammar, so to
say, permits no access to the past."
Most important of all, he says, is
that television, first and foremost,
is an entertainment-oriented
medium. Therefore, news on television must contain a high "excitement quotient" to hold the attention of the viewing audience.
Simply put, sensational crimes,
natural disasters, wars and revolutions "sell" the news.
The preeminence of excitement
over information was highlighted
in the coverage of events earlier
this year in the Philippines.
That nation's general election in
February was, by Philippines historical tradition, remarkably free

and open. Still, the picture conveyed by the television cameras
back to the United States and elsewhere was one of almost uncontrolled intimidation and violence.
Why ?
The answer was supplied by one
American network writer-producer. He was asked by an independent newsman what he thought
were the long-range implications of
the election. The network representative replied that he hadn't had
time to think about that. What he
was interested in at the moment,
he admitted, was violence.

-"-electronic news media believe that
a revolution is in the air and they
want to be on hand to cover it.
Television has such power that
all sides in this conflict know they
must either tame it or use it to
their advantage. While the government limits media access, its opponents go to great lengths to reach
the outside world, especially the
American public and Congress, by
way of the tube.
Yes, excitement and violence
sell; it is indispensable to television
in general. And in the presentation
of news, background information
only "clutters up" the visual presentation of events. This is what
makes the electronic media so dif-

ferent from the print media.
British author and journalist
Paul Johnson notes that "the emotional impact of television ... is so
much stronger than the printed
word as to be different in kind
rather than degree. When a writing
journalist is describing a scene of
violence, he necessarily imposes a
kind of order on chaos by the mere
discipline of telling the tale in a
consequential manner."
Robert McNeil, noted public
television news producer in the
United States, says that the assumptions controlling a news show
on commercial television
are "that bite-sized is
best , that complexity
must be avoided . . . that
gualifications impede the
'mple message, that visMal stimulation is a substitute for thought, and
that verbal precision is an
anachronism. "
The turbulent situation
in South Africa, for example, cries out for a historical dimension, but
television's demand for
action and simplification
does not permit this.
Despite its inherent
Ii itations, the contemporary importance of
television news cannot be
dismissed. Its main value
lies in giving a visual- albeit superficial-presentation of the important events and
personalities of the day.
It is easy to be "entertained" by
news programs. Reading, on the
other hand, involves effort, entails ·
concentration. Society as a whole,
unfortunately, has chosen the path
of least resistance.
Read more, view less, experts
say. Specifically, continue to read
the pages of The Plain Truth, a
unique "magazine of understanding" that probes behind the news
to give background and meaning to
today's critical issues.
And those of you who are able,
watch The World Tomorrow, the
weekly television program that,
like The Plain Truth, gets behind
the surface to reveal true causeand-effect relationships behind
the problems confronting
mankind . 0

THE TELECAST • ••

The Seven
Major Mysteries
This article is from the script of a recent telecast by Richard Ames.
thousands of years
man has pondered the
meaning of his existence. Why was he
born? What is the purpose of
life? Is there any purpose?
OR

F

Today, our fund of knowledge
has increased in nearly every direction. We know more than
ever before about the world
around us, and even the universe
beyond, but we still don't have
the answers to the most basic
questions of all. Today I want to
tell you where you can find answers to these questions.
For example, do you know why
you're alive? So many people. live
life accidentally, without a plan,
with no goal or expectation beyond
pursuing temporary success and security. Now shouldn't there be a
greater purpose for life?
When you want to know something about a subject- any subject- where do you go to get the
answers? You go to the experts,
people who have spent their lives
acquiring knowledge and who
should know the answers.
For example, if you want to
know about rocks, you go to a geologist. If you want to know about
living things, you ask experts in
biology. You expect people who
have studied these sciences to know
the answers to basic questions
about their subjects.
They may not be able to tell you
6

everything, but even an amateur
biologist should at least be able to
tell you what a living creature is,
and what it does .
In this century, we have seen a
veritable knowledge explosiori in
nearly every field of science. We
are finally getting some answers to
the questions that have baffled
scholars and scientists for centuries.
Some physicists even admit that
there must have been a moment
when the universe was created, except they don't like the word created. When faced with those fundamental questions: How was the
universe created? Who created it?
Why was it created? many are honest enough to reply, "We don't
know."
Let me read to you a candid
statement made by scientist and
Nobel prize winner Sir John Eccles:
"Science .. . cannot explain the
existence of each of us as a unique
self, nor can it answer such fundamental questions as: Who am I?
Why am I here? How did I come
to be at a certain place and time?
What happens after death? These
are . . . mysteries that are beyond
science."
Yes, "mysteries that are beyond
science."
Scientists admit that God and
the knowledge of God and the
meaning of life are issues outside
their realm of expertise. Scientists
deal with what they can learn

through the physical senses, what
can be measured and observed. So
where do you go to find out about
God? Surely to those who should
know-the theologians.
But what happens when we turn
to theology- the science that deals
with the knowledge of God? The
fundamental questions that this
particular science should be able to
answer are surely: Does God exist?
What is God? What does God do?
What are his plans? Why did he
create man? And how does man fit
into those plans? What does God
expect of man?
But you know , it's surprising
how difficult it is to find somebody, even a so-called religious expert, who is able to give you
straightforward and truthful answers to those basic questions.
Today more is being published
in the field of theology than ever
before. But when you look through
this material for clear, straightforward answers to fundamental questions, you come away disappointed.
What you do find is the language of scholarship, yet the lack
of solid, conclusive answers.
It seems that the majority of
scholars and theologians-who
surely of all people should knowhave not understood the message of
the Bible.
They go around in circles- always studying more, but never really coming to any real understanding. It is as the apostle Paul
described, that they are "ever
The PLAIN TRUTH

learning, and never able to come to when he said in John 6:63 , " The
the knowledge of the truth" (II words that I speak unto you, they
Tim. 3:7). That's why so much that are spirit, and they are life."
is written in the field of theology
He wasn't referring to li fe as just
today is frustrating, vague and hard a biochemical existence, but happy
for the average reader to compre- life, eternal life, abund ant life!
The revealed Scripture is indeed
hend.
But you don't have to be a theo- the foundation of knowl edge, and
logian to get solid, plain answers. It understanding comes by applying
really isn't as difficult or as compli- that knowl edge. Notice Psa lm
cated as the experts have made it 111: 10, "The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom: a good
seem.
In Matthew 11, verse 25 , Jesus understanding have . .. they that
Christ, in praying to the Father, do his commandments."
When some theologians say you
said, "I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, because thou don 't have to live by every word of
hast hid these things from the wise God, it is no wonder they have no
and prudent, and hast revealed understanding.
But you can understan d t he
them unto babes."
Of course, he didn't
mean literal babies, but
those whose minds are
open and willing, as little
children's should be, to
accept the plain and simple truth when it's taught
to them ~
If you are to be truly
educated, and if you are
to establish life on the
right foundation, you
must know what you are,
why you were born, and
what is the purpose of
your life! You should also
know who and what is
God. Did he create man?
And if so, why? Does
God have a plan? And
where do you fit into that
plan? These really are very funda- Bible, with the proper background.
mental questions, and any educated That's where the right textbook
person should be able to answer bringing you that background
comes in.
them.
I mean really answer them-not
I've been privileged to have acjust waffle around, sidestepping the cess to the right textbook that exreal issues with vague generalities plains the basic ' mysteries of the
and muddled opinions. How can Bible. It is called Mystery of the
one say he is truly educated if he Ages because it does explain the
seven major mysteries that have
doesn't know why he's alive?
The Bible is the instruction book puzzled man throughout all the
for all of mankind. It gives the ages. I use it in my classes.
cause of war and peace. It reveals Frankly, I wish that every human
the answers to the perplexing ques- being on the face of the earth could
tions of life as no other book on have a copy of it in addition to the
earth can.
Bible.
It's not written in awkward acaIt teaches those immutable, spiritual principles and laws that regu- demic language that is hard to unlate successful human relation- derstand. It's not dull and dry like
ships-and that produce peace and so many textbooks tend to be. But
joy and happiness.
most important of all, this book,
Jesus Christ made it plain just M y stery of the Ages, does tackle
how powerful those principles are head-on these basic and fundamenOctober 1986

tal questions that theologians ought
to be able to answer.
As our founder , Herbert W .
A rmstrong, was writing the book,
he mentioned to me that he really
felt this book could be one of the
most important books ever written.
H e realized that there was a great
missing dimension in understanding the Word of God, the Holy
Bible.
The Bible is and always will be
the main textbook for all our theology classes at Ambassador College- even as the Bible should be
the main instruction book for your
life. But Herbert W . Armstrong
wrote this book not only for the
students but to help millions of
people understand the
Bible and to get more
from their reading of it.
We've often said that
the Bible is like a jigsaw
puzzle. All the pieces are
there , but before the
complete picture can be
seen the pieces have to be
fitted accurately together.
Those pieces only go together one way.
But as the pieces are
fitted together carefully,
the picture emerges.
The Bible is just like
I that. To understand the
truth of one particular
subject, one must search
the whole Bible on that
question. The problem is
that often when people start to put
the puzzle together, they already
have a preconceived idea about
what the final picture should be.
In other words, they interpret
the Scriptures to say what they in
their minds have already decided
must be true.
Can you imagine trying to put a
puzzle together like that?
This is what is so different about
Mystery of the Ages. It is designed
to help you see the real message of
the Bible--one subject at a timepiece by piece.
We want this book to be available to a much wider audience than
just the students at Ambassador
College. Many of our readers already have it. It can be yours, free
for the asking. Why not write for
your copy now or telephone our
toll-free number? 0
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Mystery of
the Kingdom of God
We continue, with this thirteenth installment, the serial publication of
Herbert W. Armstrong's last book, Mystery of the Ages.
od predicts vast reforms everywhere in
the wonderful utopian
era he says will soon break
out on this earth.

deep, arid desert valleys, change
the world weather patterns. Make
all the deserts green and fertile.
Open up huge slices of the earth,
like the Kalahari Desert, the Lake
Chad . basin and the Sahara in
Can you imagine it? A world Africa, the Gobi Desert in Asia,
of great strides in solving the and the great American deserts.
most crucial prob'lems facing Make green and verdant the vast
wastes of Morigolia, Siberia, Saudi
mankind.
Arabia and much of the Western
United States.
The Population Explosion Solved
Thaw out the deep ice packs and
Today-the greatest and most awe- snowdrifts, the permafrost and tunsome problem of all is the popula- dra from the vast, almost limitless
tion explosion. Growing popula- expanses of Antarctica, North
tions in all nations are rapidly out- America, Greenland, Northern Eustripping the ability of the world to rope and Siberia. Make level ' the
sustain them.
awesome Pamir Knot, the huge giAnd the areas of the greatest rise ants of the Himalayas, the Atlas,
in population are, the underdevel- Taurus, Pyrenees; Rockies, Sierras
oped parts of the world-the and Hindu Kush-level the im" have-not" nations of poverty, .illit- mense sweep of the Andes, and all .
eracy, disease and superstition. Re- the other forbidding, towering, virmember, not more than 10 percent tually uninhabitable ,mountains of
of the earth's surface is tillable, or earth.
arable, land. And now the latest
Then, provide good, gentle rainUN figures indicate the world will fall, in right balance, just at the
double in population in about 34 right season.
short years.
And what happens?
The daily, ominous pre,ssure of
Multiple millions of acres of unpeople is one of the truly incom- ' believably fertile, productive, wonprehensible problems today._
derful farmland suddenly become
But God has the solution, and available-just waiting to be dishow simple it is. Simply make most covered, and pioneered.
Impossible?
of the earth cultivatable. Reduce
In the hands of man--certainly.
the bare, snow"swept and craggy
But look what God promises.
mountains, raise up some of the
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"Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and
ye men of Israel; I will help thee,
saith the Lord, and thy redeemer,
the Holy . One of Israel.
"Behold, I will make thee a new
sharp threshing instrument having
teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and
shalt make the hills as chaff. Thou
shalt fan them, and the wind shall.
carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou
shalt rejoice in the Lord, and shalt
glory in the Holy One of Israel.
"When the poor and needy seek
water, and there 'is none, and their
tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord
will hear them, I the God of Israel
will NOT forsake them. I will open
rivers in high places, and fountains
[artesian wells] in the midst of the
valleys: I will make the wilderness
a pool of water, and the dry land
springs of water.
\'1 will plant in the wilderness
the cedar, the shittah [acacia] tree,
and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I
will set in the desert the fir tree,
and the pine, and the box tree [cypress] together: that they may see,
and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the
Lord hath done this, and the Holy
One of Israel hath created it" (Isa.
41: 14-20) .
Pure Water-Fertile Deserts

Can you imagine such a fabulous
The PLAIN TRUTH

scene? Deserts becoming green,
fertile, garden lands of trees ,
shrubs, bubbling springs and
brooks; mountains brought low,
and made inhabitable.
Notice how God describes these
conditions in many parts of the
Bible.
"Then shall the lame man leap
as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing: for in the wilderness
shall waters break out, and streams
in the desert. And the parched
ground shall become a pool, and
the thirsty land springs of water: in
the habitation of dragons [jackals],
where each lay, shall be grass with
reeds and rushes" (lsa. 35:6-7).
Read the whole 35th chapter of
Isaiah.
.
God says: "The wilderness and
the solitary place shall be glad for
them; and the desert shall rejoice,
and blossom as the rose. It shall
blossom abundantly, and rejoice
even with joy and singing ... "
(verses 1-2).
Some years ago, in a dry, dusty
canyon deep in the profusion of
hills between Bakersfield and Los
Angeles, California, a minor earthquake struck. The proprietors of a
small resort, now almost totally ignored, and nearly always deserted
because of the parched conditions
of the area, were considering closing up and moving elsewhere.
Suddenly, a groaning, jolting
earthquake rippled through the
arid hills. Not long after the earth
rocked and groaned beneath their
feet, they heard a faint gurgling
sound. They ran to the dry, dusty
creek bed that coursed through
their property-and were utterly
amazed to see water flowing
swiftly along. As the creek gradually cleared up, they found the water to be crystal clear and puresweet and refreshing to drink.
Needless to say, their business
picked up again.
Somehow, the earthquake had
broken open an underground water
source, sending it cascading
through their property.
Think about the vast wastes of
this earth. Does it sound incredible, unbelievable that God could
make them blossom like a rose?
Why should it?
The mountains were formed.
Great forces caused gigantic upOctober 1986

heavals, or huge cracks and slippages in the crust of the earth.
Massive blocks of granite lunged
up into the sky-the earth rocking
and reeling in the throes of the
greatest earthquakes in its history.
Mountains were made-they
didn't just happen.
The God of all power, who
formed the hills and mountains
(Amos 4: 13; Ps. 90:2), will reform
them-Will reshape the surface of
this earth.
Read of the huge earthquakes
yet to come that will directly accomplish much of the rehabilitation of the land surfaces. (See Revelation 16: 18 ; Zechariah 14:4.)
God says, " The mountains quake
at him, and the hills melt ... "
(Nah. 1:5).
Land Beneath Sea Reclaimed

Man recognizes much of the
wealth of the world lies beneath
the seas. Oil, gold, silver, and
dozens of minerals-these all remain unobtainable today, lying
untapped deep under the vast
oceans. Also, seawater contains a
great deal of gold and most of the
world's gold supplies are under
the oceans.
Many areas of the earth are ravaged by tidal action-by the ceaseless pounding of the surf that gradually wears away additional land.
The lowlands of Europe, Holland
in particular, consist to quite an
extent of land reclaimed from the
sea.
Think of the multiple millions of
additional acres available to
mankind if some of the world's
oceans were reduced in size. And
God says they shall be! Notice it,
"And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian
sea; and with his mighty wind shall
he shake his hand over the river,
and shall smite it in the seven
streams, and make men go over
dryshod" (Isa. 11: 15).
Sounds incredible-but it's true!
When Jesus Christ becomes the
great Ruler of this earth, he will
use that great power. In vision,
John saw the angels praising Christ
at his coming to rule this earth.
They said: " We give thee
thanks, 0 Lord God Almighty,
which art, and wast, and art to
come; because thou hast taken to

thee thy great power, and hast
reigned" (Rev. 11 : 17).
The combined force of right education about true health , and
healing of ali sickness, when it is
repented of, will mean perfect,
utopian health.
Notice how God describes it.
"But there the glorious Lord will
be unto us a place of broad rivers
and streams; wherein shall go no
galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. For the
Lord is our judge, the Lord is our ·
lawgiver, the Lord is our king; he
will save us .. . .
" And the inhabitant shall not
say, I am sick: the people that
dwell therein shall be forgiven
their iniquity" (Isa. 33:21-22, 24) .
Listen to this wonderful promise:
"Strengthen ye the weak hands, and
confirm the feeble knees. Say to
them that are of a fearful heart, Be
strong, fear not: behold, your God
will come with vengeance, even God
with a recompence; he will come and
save you. Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall
the lame man leap as an hart, and the
tongue of the dumb sing . . ." (Isa.
35:3-6).
God describes the rewards for
obedience to his laws of mercy and
love. Notice Isaiah 58:8: "Then
shall thy light break forth as the
morning, and thine health shall
spring forth speedily ... ."
Happiness in Health

In describing the conditions of
good health and plenty to be ushered in upon the earth, God says,
"For I will restore health unto
thee, and I will heal thee of thy
wounds . . ." (Jer. 30:17).
"Therefore they shall come and
sing in the height of Zion, and
shall flow together to the goodness
of the Lord, for wheat, and for
wine, and for oil, and for the young
of the flock and of the herd: and
their soul shall be as a watered
garden; and they shall not sorrow
any more at all.
" Then shall the virgin rejoice in
the dance, both young men and old
together: for I will turn their
mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice
from their sorrow. And I will satiate the soul of the priests with
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fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the
Lord" (Jer. 31: 12-14).
And why not have good health?
Why should we be so willing to
believe such a perfect state of
health and joy is impossible? Why
are all these scriptures ignored by
professing Christian preaching?
Instead they picture going to
, heaven with idleness and ease and
no accomplishment.
There are blessings for observing
the laws of health-absolute guarantees good health will result-and
that sickness and disease will become in the third and fourth generations a thing of the past.
Notice what God promised his
people: " ... if thou shalt hearken
diligently unto the voice of the
Lord thy God, to observe and to do
all his commandments which I
command thee this day ... all
these blessings shall come on thee,
and overtake thee, if thou shalt
hearken unto the voice of the Lord
thy God.
"Blessed shalt thou be in the
city, and blessed shalt thou b'e in
the field. Blessed shall be the fruit
of thy body, and the fruit of thy
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle,
the increase of thy kine, and the
flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall
be thy basket and thy store" (Deut.
28:1-5) .
Also, God shows individual races
returning to their own lands, repopulating them. "He shall cause
them that come of Jacob to take
root: Israel shall blossom and bud,
and fill the face of the world with
fruit" (Isa. 27:6).
God says the wastes will be rebuilt.
"For, behold, I am for you, and
I will turn unto you, and , ye shall
be tilled and sown: and I will multiply men upon you, all the house
of Israel, even all of it: and the
cities shall be inhabited, and the
wastes shall be builded: and I will
multiply upon you man and beast;
and they shall increase and bring
fruit: and I will settle you after
your dId estates ... " (Ezek. 36:911 ).
Read the whole chapter of
Ezekiel 36. God says: " . . . I will
also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be
builded .... This land that was des12

olate is become like the garden of
Eden; and the waste and desolate
and ruined cities are become
fenced, and are inhabited" (verses
33, 35).
And what about all other nations?
Notice: "In that day shall there
be a highway out of Egypt [Egypt
still exists as a nation] to Assyria
[many of whose people migrated
centuries ago to northcentral Europe-modern Germany], and the
Assyrian shall come into
Egypt, and the Egyptian
into Assyria, and the '
Egyptians shall serve
with the Assyrians. In
that day shall Israel be
the third with Egypt and
with Assyria, even a
blessing in the midst of
the land: whom the Lord
of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my
people, and Assyria the
work 9f my hands, and
Israel mine inheritance" (lsa.
19:23-25).

difficulties and thousands of
painstaking hours of translations.
What an age it will be, when all the
world becomes truly educatedand speaks the saine language.
What about the Economic
Structure?

God shows Jerusalem will become
the financial capital, as well as the ,
spiritual capital, of earth.
:rhe Creator says, of the newly '
built city: "Then thou shalt see,

t a world that' will be

when every necessary industry,
educational institution
and business will be in sound
financial condition.

Total Literacy

Think what an ahnost unbelievable
step forward it would be, if all
nations and peoples everywhere
spoke, and read, and wrote the
same language.
But today, vast areas of the earth
do not even possess a writte,n language. Millions upon millions are
illiterate-cannot read or write,
even their- own names.
Once the returning Christ conquers this earth, he will usher in an
era of total literacy, total education-:-and give the world one, new,
pure language.
This subject by itself needs a
book to describe. The whole literary processes of the whole earth
changed. Today, all languages are
corrupt. They are literally filled
with pagan, heathen terms-superstition-misnomers--exceptions to
rules-peculiar idioms.
God says: "For then will I turn
to the people a pure language, that
they may all call upon the name of
the Lord, to serve him with one
consent" (Zeph. 3:9).
Think of the new era of ' good
literature, good music, and of the
avoiding of duplicated effort, misunderstandings through linguistic

and flow together, and thine heart
shall fear, and be enlarged; because
the abundance of the sea [the
world's gold and silver reserves are
mostly under the seas] shall be
converted unto thee, the forces
[wealth, margin] of the Gentiles
shall come unto thee" (Isa. 60:5).
But, as we've read, God
Almighty says he'll raise many
places now covered by waters of
the oceans; that he'll make much
more land available. Scientists
know most of the earth's raw materials lie in the strata beneath the
depths of the seas. God says this
vast wealth will become available
for use during the reign of Jesus
Christ on this earth.
God says the wealth of the world
will be centered in Jerusalem, and
that the vast rebuilding programs,
rehabilitaion processes and newage pioneering that begin will be
backed by that wealth.
" ... Yet once, it is a little while,
and I will shake the heavens, and
the earth, and the sea, and the dry
land; and I will shake all nations,
and the desire [desirable things,
margin] of all nations shall come:
and I will fill this house with glory,
saith the Lord of hosts. The silver
is mine, and the gold is mine, saith
the Lord of hosts" (Hag. 2:6-8).
But God's great treasury will be
The PLAIN TRUTH,

for public display. No gold bricks, and decay, from plants, stores,
reposing in deep, subterranean manufacturing concerns. How
vaults-utterly useless except for · much less could merchandise then
their meaning-no fear of thievery, sell for-and at how much greater
or robbery. But breathtakingly profits?
beautiful decorations for the capital building, the Temple in which The Weather Patterns
Christ will dwell.
Take away weather problems, inA fixed standard will be set up, sect damage, blight and fungus
from farmers-losses through govand values will never change.
No more speculating or gam- ernment price controls and overbling on other people's ability.
flooding of markets-and what
Never· again will any person be- would be their lot in life?
come rich from investing in the
God will accomplish these
labors and creative ability of an- things.
other person. No more stock marOur God is a multi billionaire
kets, world banks, financing cen- heavenly Father. "The gold is
ters, insurance companies, mine," he says (Hag. 2:8).
mortgage companies, loan agencies,
And God wants every child of
or time payments.
his to truly prosper. "Beloved, I
In God's abundant government wish above all things that thou
people will buy only what they mayest prosper and be in
need, when they can afford it, health ... " (III John 2). Christ
when they have the c~h to pay for said, "I am come that they might
it. No more interest. And no more have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly" (John
taxes.
10:10).
The Tithing System
God wants fullness, abundance
But the tithing system will be uni- in every life.
But look at the material "sucversal.
Today's governments demand up cesses" you've known. How truly
to 40, 50, and even 90 percent in happy are they? As J. Paul Getty,
inheritance taxes, income taxes, one of the world's richest men, is.
hidden taxes; federal, state, county, reputed to have said, "I'd give all
my millions for just one happy
school board and city taxes.
But God requires only ten per- marriage!"
cent. And out of that ten percent
In God's kingdom, commands of
will be financed the entire govern- his will be obeyed. They'll become
mental, educational and spiritual the standard for regulating comleadership of the whole earth.
merce; business, finance, and the
"Will a man rob God? Yet ye entire economic structure of the
have robbed me . But ye say, world.
Wherein have we robbed thee?
And all will be on the giving
[And God answers] In tithes and basis. Christ said: "Give, and it
offerings. Ye are cursed with a shall be given unto you; good meacurse: fot ye have robbed me, even sure, pressed down, and shaken tothis whole nation. Bring ye all the gether, and running over, shall men
tithes into the storehouse, that give into your bosom. For with the
there may be meat in mine house, same measure that ye mete withal
and prove me now herewith, saith it shall be measured to you again"
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open (Luke 6:38) .
The giving standard will be folyou the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that there lowed in God's rule on this
shall not be room enough to receive earth-not the grasping, connivit" (Mal. 3:8-10). That's a ing, striving, deceitful, clandestine, furtive, scurrilous, devious,
prophecy for now.
And what a blessing that will be. cheating and lying chicanery that
None of the financial burdens that is commonplace in today's busicurse most peoples today.
ness world.
God says financial blessings are
But when God converts rebellious mankind by the display of his
to become the order of the day.
Take away thievery, robbery, ac~ mighty power-when he brings to
cidents, weather damage, rust; rot pass his promise: "As I live, saith
October 1986

the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me, and every tongue shall confess
to God" (Rom. 14:11), when he
humbles the vain, proud spirit of
man-then man will be made willing to give.
And until God breaks the
haughty spirit of man (Isa. 2: 1012, 17)-the peoples of earth will
not be ready to accept such a wonderful, loving, generous, honest,
giving standard for the whole economy.
It would require a thick book to
begin to describe the wonderful
conditions that could prevail on
this earth-and that will finally
prevail, when the human heart is
humbled, converted-given the
very nature of God (II Pet. 1:4).
Never again will anyone build a
building he can't afford, and
doesn't need, to lease and rent to
tenants who help him pay for it.
No more interest. God says it is sin
to lend money at "usury" or interest.
Once each fifty years, all debts,
public and private, will be can- ,
celed, completely.
Economy of the World Healed

Since governments will be in the
hands of the spiritual family of
God, and partially administered by
those human leaders directly under
that great ruling family-and since
there will be no huge bureaus
watching other huge bureaus,
which are suspiciously watching
other bureaus; no military establishment; no "intelligence" (spy)
agencies or members of Interpol;
no huge cartels, monopolies,
unions, or giant government spending-the economy of the world will
be healed.
Think of it. No more foreign
aid-none of the wasted billions to
buy "lovers" (allies) (Ezek. 23:9,
22; Lam. 1:2, 19; Ezekiel, 16th
chapter) who turn and rend you
later. No more strings-attached
government grants to industry, to
science and space technology, to
schools and institutions for research.
Instead, every necessary industry, educational institution, and
business will be in sound financial
condition.
What a world that will be!
(Continued on page 20)
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Scientists are perplexed. Educators are at
a loss to explain it. Theologians fumble for
answer. Just why does sex exist?
by Clayton Steep

''E.

difference!" someone once said.
And starting from early childhood we all begin
to notice there is indeed a difference.
We become increasingly aware of it as we
grow up. Not only is sex a factor in human
relationships, but animals, birds, fish, insects, even
plants utilize it.
In the last few decades, though, especially in the
Western world, simple awareness of sex and
natural interest in it has given way to
overwhelming preoccupation.
Today's society is saturated with sex. It's in
the movies and music. It's accentuated in
clothing styles and fashions. It is used to
advertise everything from automobiles to zippers.
It screams out from newsstands and magazine
racks. Bold references to it are emblazoned on
T-shirts and bumper stickers. It is blatantly
vulgarized by graffiti in public places.
In case you ever do manage to move the
subject of sex to the back of your mind, you
have only to open an ordinary newspaper, or
glance at a billboard, or overhear an average
conversation. Before you know it, your attention
is once again dragged back to the subject of sex.
Yes, everyone is aware of sex. But few have
any idea why sex exists.
Science Doesn't Know

Evolutionary scientists have no adequate explanation
for the existence of sex. According to the theory of
evolution, the first minute life forms reproduced
nonsexually. Sex was not involved. They just
divided, producing identical copies of themselves. It
was, comparatively speaking, as simple as that.
Somehow along the way, though, things got
14

•
complicated as sex entered the picture. This is a problem for
evolutionists, because, according to natural selection, complications
are not supposed to be rewarded with success. Yet sexual
reproduction-so much more intricate, and sometimes ungainly,
than nonsexual reproduction-has become predominant
among living things.
Think of all that is involved! Sexual reproduction in
the animal kingdom requires two independent individuals
of the same species to find each other and then, at the
appropriate time, to mate.
Highly specialized internal and external organs are
needed. Through an intricate process a sperm from
one individual must locate and unite with the ovum
or egg from another. The fertilized egg, which in the
mammalian world begins to grow, must then be
protected and nourished over an extended period of
time until it develops into an independent living
entity.
Reproduction in the plant kingdom is hardly less .
intricate. And birds have their own unique problems
in hatching their eggs.
Why would sexless life forms that were successfully
and efficiently reproducing nonsexually turn to a
much more complicated method? Indeed, how could
they turn to it, for they were only able to reproduce
identical-sexless~opies of themselves?
If, somewhere in the eons of time, the idea to
reproduce sexually occurred to a nonsexual life form,
as absurd as that may sound, how would it go about
acquiring the complex, yet necessary, equipment, to
say nothing about convincingly communicating the
concept to at least one contemporary, who would have
to develop the complementary equipment, as well as
passing on the idea to succeeding generations?
And what if no one else was interested?
Remember that sex would not have been required in order
for life to exist. Proof of this is that sexless life forms were
already successfully existing and reproducing. So successfully
in fact that nonsexual reproduction is still the method used by
thriving minute life forms that have remained basically
unchanged since the beginning.
Why sex then? This perplexing question is one of the
nagging enigmas evolutionary science cannot
adequately explain. Neither is the explanation adequately
forthcoming from educators or specialists in sexual
matters. They, with fe:;t exceptions, must take for granted
that sexual differences somehow evolved and,
starting at that unproved point, they attempt to deal with
15
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duct is regulated by whim and
caprice. Adolescents-and, inNo Right or Wrong?
creasingly, preadolescents-freely
Naturally, the educators and ex- and unashamedly indulge in sexual
perts who assume sex is the result play.
Unfortunately, traditional Chrisof evolution do not speak in terms
of specific moral laws regulating tianity has been of little help in the
the use of sex. They presume matter. Far from speaking with a
mankind is merely a higher form of united voice, some theologians
animal life, except that humans are branded all sex as only tolerable;
more intelligent and therefore they have had to endorse it, but in
should be able to utilize sex in a marriage only; some limit it solely
for the purpose of having children;
"responsible" way.
That's as near as they can come some few modern and ancient relito formulating a comprehensive gious spokesmen said it's permissible outside of wedlock.
and workable guideline
There have even been
for' sexual conduct. Afsome who have urged
ter all, to clearly define
TOIl.,'.
followers to participate
right as opposed to
in unrestrained comwrong, sexually speak..'ur.ted with
munal sexual activing, would be to risk
. .11. It'. In 'h.
ity-all in the name of
offending some in
mo,,'•••nd
religion.
one's audience when it
mu./c. It'.
What confusion! No
comes to personal pref....nflla'ed In
wonder so many of the
erences or "I'ifeoIothln• •",••
educated of the world
styles.~'
MHI I• .",.,... It
have laid aside what
But what does ··relINd 10
they have assumed to
sponsible" mean? Rebe Christianity-and
sponsible to whom? To
consequently the
God? No, for God and
Bible-and sought to
the Bible are left out of
explain biological realthe picture so as not to
ity by means of what
offend anybody's perthey consider to be the
sonal beliefs concernonly alternatives: phiing religion.
losophy or evolutionary
Responsible, then, to
science, as inadequate
other humans? The
as they are.
concept sounds lofty
But wait! Just bebut is unworkable and
cause traditional
undependable as ,a
guideline because morally most Christianity has ·erred in comprepeople let themselves be n ;sponsi- hending the Bible, let us not make
ble to other people only to the ex- the mistake of overlooking that it is
tent that they themselves stand to God's handbook of instruction
tangibly benefit from the arrange- about life, including sex, to the
ment. When you get down to it, to Creator's highest physical creation:
prescribe no more than that moral mankind. Science does not know
conduct be ··responsible" basically that. Religion has not understood
means that each individual is free what that means.
In the Bible we -discover that
to make up his or her own mind
sexual differences did not evolve.
concerning morality.
The fruits of this kind of think- God created sex. And the Bible
explains why.
ing are everywhere evident.
Sex crimes are rampant. The
statistics would be far worse than The Inventor of Sex
they are were it not that so many The Bible reveals that God created
crimes go unreported and that so the first human beings. They were
many acts of sexual misconduct are naked and not ashamed. God was
not even categorized as crimes like pleased with his handiwork.
But God planned to greatly inthey truly deserve to be.
People in too many cases are be- crease the number of human beings
having themselves in a manner un- on earth. To accomplish this he
becoming to animals. Sexual co~- could have created each additional
those differences.

.tlCl.', I.
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one with his own hands just as he
had created Adam and Eve, giving
to them the breath of life (Gen.
2:7). It would have taken time, but
God has plenty of time.
Or, in a less personalized way,
could the Creator not have merely
commanded, so great is his power,
and the elements themselves would
obediently have come together,
producing humans as they had so
recently yielded plants, animals, '
fish and fowl (Gen. 1:11, 20, 24)?
Or, why not have each person
capable of producing a seed or an
egg that did not need fertilization?
Out of it would develop a tiny human that would grow into an adult.
Nature is not lacking in examples to show that reproduction is
possible without sex.
But such is not the way God
designed human beings or, for that
matter, most living things. We can
be glad, for had it been otherwise,
we certainly would not have the
pleasure of sex nor behold the rich
variety that exists within each species; living things today would be
pretty much genetically identical to
the originals.
The Bible describes the origin of
sex among humans. God created a
second human, a female, different
in many important ways from the
first human, a male, and yet the
two perfectly complemented each
other.
The Scriptures proclaim, ··Male
and female created he them. And
God blessed them, and God said
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply . . ." (Gen. 1:27-28). Verse 31
records how God looked approvingly at what he had created and
pronounced it, sexual differences
and all, "very good."
The God Family

What so few understand, and yet
what is clearly revealed in the
Bible, is that God is also capable of
reproducing himself. God is a family. There is God the Father (I
Cor. 1:3), and Jesus Christ, the
Son of God (verse 9). Furthermore, it is God's purpose to expand
his family-to add to the number
of beings in it.
Why this truth should surprise
even theologians is difficult to say.
The Scriptures plainly declare that,
(Continued on page 25)
The PLAIN TRUTH

ELIEVE it or not,
you have, as one
might say in the
speech of the inner
cities of America, a hole in
your head.

"Who me? "
Yes, you! You and all the rest of
mankind have something missing.
All your life you have been trying
to fill that figurative hole-that
feeling of emptiness-and yet, you
are still unfulfilled. This is why
you are always driving and never
arriving-getting but never having-seeking and never finding.
That is why you "can't get no satisfaction."
Yet you can discover what you
have been searching for all your
life. You can . fili that feeling of
emptiness with the "right stuff'
that satisfies!
Man's Missing Dimension

tAreYou
Doing
About that
Hole
in Your Head?
by Earl H. Williams

So you have that void, that figurative hole in your head, but where
did it come from and who put it
there? To find the answers, let us
go all the way back to the creation
of man.
Man is unique in all of creation.
Weare the only creatures that look
like God, yet we are the only creatures that God purposely made incomplete. Even though we look like
God, we are a long way from being
complete like God.
Man is incomplete in that he is
mortal and will die (Gen. 3:19). On
the other hand, God is immortal
spirit (John 4:24) .
But the most important difference is that man's mind is incomplete-there is something missing.
What are humans missing? You
were born missing the mind of
God.
When Almighty God made your
physical brain, he also put a spirit
entity there to give you intellect
and reasoning ability. This spirit
also gives you the ability to receive
another spirit-God's Spirit that is
needed to make your mind complete.
The apostle Paul explains: "For
what man knows the things of a
man except the spirit of the man

17

which is in him?" (I Cor. 2:11 , in your mind to be fulfilled and Millennia after millennia, man has
Revised Authorized Version satisfied. If you do not partake of exhausted himself in frustration ,
throughout, except where noted). my Spirit, you will feel empty and trying to fill his life with the way
of get.
This spirit is what we call the hu- frustrated, hating your very life.
"You see those two trees over
man mind. But notice what the rest
of the verse says: "Even so no one there; the one on the right is the But Why?
knows the things of God except the Tree of Life. That is the tree to eat; Man failed to fill his head with the
Spirit of God." Your spirit plus it will fill that spiritual emptiness mind of God because he was not
God's Spirit equals a whole mind in your head. That tree represents repentant when God called attenfulfilled and satisfied. But your my way of life-the way of give, tion to his error in choosing the
spirit minus God's Spirit equals " a the way of love produced by my way of getting instead of giving.
hole in your head," and a hole in Spirit.
Repentance means change, and
"That other tree is called the Adam and Eve did not see the need
your head equals frustration and
Tree of the Knowledge of Good to change.
unhappiness.
But beware, there is a counter- and Evil. Do not eat of that tree. It
They did not fully understand
feit spirit that promises fulfillment, looks good, but its fruit is bad and what their spiritual emptiness
but it cannot deliver. That spirit is you will die from it. Spiritually it meant. They did not accept that
from Satan the devil, " the prince represents the way of get-the way only being half there was not good
of the power of the air, the spirit of selfishness-the way that seems enough-that half is not whole.
who now works in the sons of dis- like the right way to fill the spiriRepentance is more than realizobedience" (Eph. 2:2). This spirit tual void in your head. Naturally, ing that you have done wrong; it is
promises pleasure and power but you are filled when you get and first realizing that you are incomdelivers only self-centeredness and take, but I am telling you that plete! You must come to undergetting and taking only fills you stand that there is none good but
misery and death.
Our all-wise Creator God delib- with unhappiness, misery, and God. You must come to see that
you do wrong because your mind is
erately created your mind incom- eventually death.
"I am leaving it up to you, incomplete. And until you come to
plete so that you would be motivated to fill it-with his Spirit. By Adam-you must develop your admit that you are wrong, you will
the laws of physics, whenever there own character by choosing between not have a whole mind. God gives
is a vacuum there is a drive created the two ways- but choose the way his mind to those who realize they
.
to fill it. The same is true in man's of give, and live!"
are not whole, and want to change
Adam soon became aware of yet their lives.
mind. Man is driven to be fulfilled,
but by himself he hasn't discovered another emptiness within him. PerAdam and Eve could have rehaps he said to God, "I feel like I pented of what they were and surhow to do it.
So there are two ways to fill that am missing something in my life. I rendered their lives in complete
emptiness, but only one really do not feel satisfied inside. I need submission to their Creator. In
works. From the beginning God something but I don't know what it such an attitude of repentance and
showed ~nd told man the one way is ." Then God may have said : submission toward God , they
" You have an emotional hole; you would have been able to resist Sathat works.
are only half, not whole. You need tan's temptation of satisfying self,
Show and Tell
a wife. She will complete you and of trying to fill the hole in their
The Creator showed the first man make you whole." Then God put heads by getting and taking.
Through the Tree of Life they
the nature of his incompleteness Adam to sleep, and by taking one
and the way to wholeness. Did you of Adam's ribs made a woman would have gained the missing diever think about the significance of (Gen. 2:21-22). Then God closed mension to their minds-the mind
God creating man out of the dust the rib cage in the man and the of God through the Holy Spirit.
of the ground, thus leaving, one woman filled his life at his side.
Their minds would have been filled
For the moment, Adam was very with the mind of God.
might say, a hole in the ground?
And what is God? What is the
The lesson is plain: Unless man happy with his new wife and said,
fills the vacuum in his head with "This is now bone of my bones and very essence of his mind and beGod's Spirit he will return forever flesh of my flesh" (Gen . 2:23) . ing? " God is love" (I John 4:8).
to the hole in the ground from Now he felt whole-he thought he And love is the way of give-the
had found the missing dimension in way of outgoing concern: total selfwhence he was taken.
What about the inescapable les- his life-that Eve was the end to lessness.
son of man's first sensation of his search for fulfillment. But God
Get Won't Get It!
hunger? God (see Genesis 2:15-18) knew better.
may have said: "That's your stomUnfortunately man chose the What does the way of get produce?
ach, Adam. You have to eat the way of get. Satan deceived Eve, Can you ever get enough to fill the
right food, and then you will feel Adam's wife, into believing that hole in your head? The truth is,
satisfied. The emptiness you feel in the way to happiness-the way °to . the way of get won't get it filled.
your stomach is like the emptiness fill the hole-was by getting in- What happened to man after Adam
you have in your mind. You not stead of giving. And humans have and Eve chose the way of get?
only need food, you need my Spirit followed that way of get ever since.
Their son Cain, whose name
18
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" Let us hear the conclusion of
ironically means to take or · get,
killed his brother Abel. Why? Cain the whole matter: Fear God and
did not give God his best. He lived keep His commandments, for this
the way of get and kept the best for is the whole duty of man" (Eccl.
himself. On the other hand, righ- 12:13) . God gives his Spirit, his
teous Abel lived the way of give mind, to those who obey him, who
and gave God the best that he had. keep his commandments (Acts
Because of Abel's attitude of give, 5:32).
But what about you, aren't you
God granted him favor. This infuriated Cain-;-he was jealous. He tired of riding on this crazy merrywanted to get favor for himself. go~round of get that always brings
With all the frustration and rage you back to where you started-to
that the way of get produces, Cain . that same old condition of frustration and unhappiness? Well, you
killed his brother (Gen. 4:1-8).
And man has been reaping ever can get off that merry-go-round.
since the bitter fruits that the way You do not have to ride it.
of get produces. The apostle James , Almighty God is showing you a
wrote this commentary on the way better way-the only way to what
of get: "Where do wars and fights
come from among
you? .. . You lust and do
not have. You murder
and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war.
Yet you do not have because
you ... ask amiss, that you may
spend it on your pleasures" (James
4:1 -3). The way of get does not
work!
Perhaps you are not convinced.
Maybe you still have the idea that
if you had everything you ever
wanted, then you would be happy.
Wise King Solomon tried it. He
got for himself everything a man
could want, but did it satisfy? Let's
hear what Solomon had to say.
"Whatever my eyes desired I did
not keep from them. I did not
withhold my heart from any pleasure . ... I searched in my heart you really want and need in life.
Repent of what you are. It is
how to gratify my flesh with
wine ... I made my works great, I obvious that something is not quite
built myself houses, and planted right in your life-something is
myself vineyards . . . . I also gath- missing. And now you know what's
ered for myself silver and gold and wrong. It is you! The hardest thing
the special treasures of kings and for a person to do is admit that he
of the provinces ... " (Eccl. 2: 10, is wrong.
No matter who you are or what
3-4, 8).
What was the end result, you do, without God's Spirit in
your mind you are nothing. · The
Solomon?
"Then I looked on all the works psalmist David wrote: " Certainly
that my hands had done .. . and in- every man at his best is but vapor"
'
deed all was vanity and grasping (Ps. 39:5) .
In terms of human standards,
for the wind . ... Therefore I hated
life because the work that was done Job was a man of great accomplishunder the sun was grievous to me, ment and moral character, but
for all is vanity and grasping for when God finished showing him
the hole in his head Job said, "I
the wind" (Eccl. 2:11, 17) .
Is there anything that really fills abhor myself, and repent in dust
the emptiness, the void Solomon and ashes" (Job 42:6).
Go down on your knees before
speaks of? Of course there is! Let's
your Creator and ask him to forlisten to King Solomon again.
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give you for breaking his laws and
for having a mind that is selfish
and miserable.
Start Giving

Once you repent of trying to fill
that figurative hole in your head
through the get way, you are freed
from your self to go on and be
fulfilled . by giving love to others.
Society has many false concepts
about love; you need to understand
what true godly love is.,
Love is God inspired. Of course.
God is the source of love. And love .
is giving. The apostle Paul said,
"The love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy [Spirit]
which is given unto us"
(Rom. 5:5, Authorized
Version) . He inspires the
desire to help others
through the power of his
Spirit in your mind.
Then you must choose
to make a commi tmen t to
give. After you decide to
commit yourself to give,
start giving to the other
person without expecting
anything in return-not
even a · thank-you. Many
people give and still end
up unhappy with the hole
unfulfilled . Why ? Because they give with the
expectation of getting
something in return. Others give only when they
feel the other person is
deserving. Neither of these attitudes expresses true love. Love is
unconditional; it requires no deposit, no return-just pure giving.
You are incapable of giving this
kind of love; you need, God's continual help to give in this totally
unselfish way. The apostle Paul realized that "it is God who works in
you both to will and to do for His
good pleasure" (Phil. 2:13). So let
God love through you. And since it
is his love, why should you expect
to get anything in return anyway?
Love is its own reward. When
you allow God to give through you,
happiness and joy automatically fill
you. On the other hand, when you
try and get for yourself to fill that
gnawing hole in your head, unhappiness and misery fill your life.
This is why Jesus Christ said, "It
(Continued on page 25)
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Kingdom of God
(Continued from page 13)
Tomorrow's World Governmental
Structure

Now'notice just how the new world
government will function during the
next thousand years. It will not be
so-called democracy. It will not be
socialism. It will not be communism
or fascism. It will not be human
monarchy, oligarchy or plutocracy.
It will not be man's government over
man. Man has proven his utter incapability of ruling himself.
It will be divine governmenttheocracy-the government of God
ruling over humans. It will not be
government from the bottom up.
The people will have no votes. It
will not be government of or by the
people-but it will be government
for the people. It will be government from the top (God Almighty)
down. It will be hierarchy in form.
There will be no election campaigns. No campaign fund-raising
dinners. No dirty political campaigns, where each candidate attempts to put himself forward in
the most favorable light, defaming,
denouncing, discrediting his opponents. No time will be wasted in
mudslinging campaigns in the lust
for power.
No human will be'given any government office. All in government
service will then be divine Spirit
beings, in the kingdom of Godthe God family.
,
All officials will be appointedand by the divine Christ, who reads
and knows men's hearts, their inner
character, and abilities or lack of
ability. You'll find a description of
Christ's supernatural insight into
the very character of others in Isaiah 11:2-5.
Notice it: "And the spirit of the
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and of the fear of the
Lord; and shall make him of quick
, understanding ... and he shall not
judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his
ears [hearsay]: but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and
reprove with equity for the meek of
the earth ... " (lsa. 1l:2-4).
Remember, God is the Supreme
20

One who is love-who gives-who
God gave seven annual Festivals
rules with outgoi~g concern for the and Holy Days he commanded to
ruled. He will rule fo( the highest be observed. They contained great
good of the people. The most able, and important meaning. They picthe most righteous, those best fit- tured God's master plan for workted for office will be placed in all ing out his purpose for humanity.
offices of responsibility and power. They were established forever..
There will then be two kinds of Jesus observed them, setting us an
beings on earth-humans, being example. The apostles observed
ruled by those made divine.
them (Acts 18:21; 20:6, 16; I Cor.
Some resurrected saints will rule 5:8; 16:8). The true, original
over ten cities, some over five Church-including gentile con(Luke 19:17-19).
verts-kept them.
Think of it-no money wasted
They were God's way-God's
on political campaigns. No splits in customs for his people. But people
political parties with quarreling rejected God's ways and customs,
and hatreds. No political parties!
·and turned, instead, to the ways ,
and customs of the pagan religions.
What Is the New Covenant?
People did what seemed right to
In short, under the New Covenant, themselves. And since human
which Christ is coming to usher in, minds in this world have been hoswhat we shall see on earth is happi~ tile against God (Rom. 8:7), attiness, peace, abundance and justice tudes of hostility against God's way
for all. Did you ever read just what of life have prevailed. The ways
this New Covenant will consist of? that seem right to a man have been
Did you suppose it will do away ways contrary to the ways that prowith God's law? Exactly the oppo- duce peace, happiness and abunsite. "For this is the covenant [that dant living. These same wrong
Christ is coming to establish, you'll ways seem , right to most people
read in Hebrews 8:10] .. '. I will today! We realize they seem
put my laws into their mind, and right-not wrong---;to most who
will be reading these words.
write them in their hearts .... "
When God's laws are in our
But can we realize that "there
hearts-when we love God's ways, is a way which seemeth right
and in our hearts want to live by unto a man, but the end thereof
them, human nature will be put are the ways of death"? (Prov.
under subjection-people will want 14:12). And if you turn to
to live the way that causes peace, Proverbs 16:25 you will ,see the
happiness, abundance, joyful well- same thing repeated: "There is a
being!
way that seemeth right unto a
But remember, the humans re- man, but the end thereof are the
maining on the earth after Christ's ways of death."
return-ruled then by Christ and
God said through Moses: "Ye
those resurrected or changed to im- shall not do after all the things that
mortality-wiiI themselves still we do here this day, every man
have human nature. They will be whatsoever is right in his own
still unconverted.
eyes" (Deut. 12:8). And again:
"Take heed to thyself that thou be
Two Courses of Action
not snared by following them [paBut Christ and the governing king- gan religious customs] ... and that
dom of God, then set up as the thou inquire not after their gods,
governing family, will bring about saying, How did these nations serve
the coming utopia by two basic their gods? even so will I do likecourses of action.
wise. Thou shalt not do so unto the
1) All crime and organized re- Lord thy God: for every abominabellion will be put down by force- tion to the Lord, which he hateth,
divine supernatural force.
have they done unto their
2) Christ will then set his hand gods ... " (Deut. 12:30-31).
to reeducate and to save or spirituToday the professing Christian
ally convert the world.
world rejects God's Holy Days;
Notice, first, how the social and holy to him, but which a deceived
religious customs will be changed "Christianity" hates. They observe
, instead the pagan rlays-Christby divine force.
The PLAIN TRUTH

mas, New Year's, Easter, and others-"which God hateth"! Many
know and confess that these are
pagan-but they argue, "We don't
observe these in worshiping the pagan gods; we use their customs in
worshiping Christ and the true
God."
That is the way that "seemeth
right" to people. They may not
mean any wrong: They are deceived. A deceived man doesn't
know he is wrong. He thinks he is
right. H~ may be as sincere as
those who have found God's way
and obey it. Yet God says he will
not accept that kind of observance
or worship. It is an abomination to
him-"which he hateth."
But it is those who have been
deceived, whose eyes God will open
to his truth when Christ returns to
rule all nations of mortals still left
alive.
All Will Keep God's Festivals

People will no longer be blinded
and deceived in regard to God's
commands and ways. Then he will
enforce obedience to his customs.
Go back to the 14th chapter of
Zechariah:
"And it shall come to paSs, that

"Christian" mmlsters taught that
God's Festivals were "part of the
old Mosaic system-not for us today." The clergy deceived and
prejudiced the people. The people
were deceived into believing that
Christmas, New Year's, Easter,
etc., were days Christ ordained.
But now Christ is returning to
earth to restore God's ways-including God's Festivals. Those who
rebelliously won't keep God's Holy
Days now-who sneer at them in
scathing contempt-will observe
them when Christ returns. Notice
what this scripture says:
"And it shall be, that whoso will
not come up of all the families of
the earth [including gentile nations] unto Jerusalem to worship
the King, the Lord of hosts, even
upon them shall be no rain. And if
the family of Egypt go not up, and
come not, that have no rain; there
shall be the plague, wherewith the
Lord will smite the heathen that
come" not up to keep the feast of
tabernacles. This shall be the punishment of Egypt, a~d the punishment of all nations that come not
up to keep the feast of tabernacles"
(Zech. 14:17-19).
These passages give us the
method by which Christ
will "rule with a rod of
iron"-of how he will use
supernatural force to
bring people of all nations
the
to his right ways-ways
that are the cause of real
blessings.

emember, God is
Supreme One who
is love-who gives-he
will rule for the highest
good of the people.
everyone that is left of all the
nations which came against
Jerusalem [that is, those who were
not in the armies supernaturally
destroyed] shall even go up from
year to year to worship the King,
the Lord of hosts, and to keep the
feast of tabernacles" (verse 16).
This Feast of Tabernacles is one
of the seven annual Festivals God
commanded his people to observe.
But ancient Israel rebelled. They
rejected God's Festivals, and
turned to pagan festivals. The Jewish people, after Ezra and N ehemiah, observed them. But false
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The Perfect Government

Yes, Jesus Christ very
soon is going to return to
this earth. He is coming
in power and glory. He is
coming to rule all nations!
But he is not going to do this
ruling, supervising, all alone, by
himself. He is coming to set up
world government. It will be a
highly organized government.
There will be many positions of
authority.
Right here, it is time we stop to
explain the mechanics of this perfect form of government.
First, it is the government "of
God-not human government.
Man won't acknowledge it yet, but
man "has demonstrated by 6,000
years of inefficient, bungling,

wasteful efforts of human government that mortal man is utterly
incapable of rightly governing himself.
As for man being qualified to
rule and administer government,
God says of government officials
today: "None calleth for justice,
nor any pleadeth for truth: they
trust in vanity, and speak lies; they
conceive mischief, and bring forth
iniquity .... Their feet run to evil,
and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are
thoughts of iniquity; wasting and
destruction are in their paths. The
way of peace they know not; and
there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked
paths: whosoever goeth therein
shall not know peace."
Then the people, under this human mis-government, say: "Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we
wait for light [solution of civil, personal, national and world problems], but behold obscurity; for
brightness, but we walk in darkness. We grope for the wall like the
blind, and we grope as if we had no
eyes: we stumble at noonday as in
the night; we are in desolate places
as dead men" (Isa. 59:4, 7-10).
Then, in this chapter foretelling
our time, the final solution is given:
"And the Redeemer shall come to
Zion ... " (verse 20). And, continuing: "Arise, shine; for thy light is
come, and the glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee" (Isa. 60:1).
The only hope of justice-of
peace-of truth-of right solutions
to all this world's problems-is the
coming in power and glory of
Christ to set up world government.
Right government. The government of God!
In this, and many other passages,
God shows in his Word to mankind
h9W utterly helpless man is to govern himself and his fellows. Now
6,000 years of human experience
have brought mankind to the very
brink of world suicide.
So, in other words, the first
6;000 years of God's 7,000-year
plan were allotted to allow Satan to
labor at his work of deceiving the
world, followed by 1,000 years
(one millennial day) when Satan
shall not be allowed to do any of
his "work" of deception. Put an21

other way, God marked out six
millennial days to allow man to
indulge in the spiritual labor of sin,
followed by a millennium of spiritual rest, under the enforced government of God.
Government Planned from
Beginning

And now comes a wonderful truth.
N ow we come to a revealed insight into the wonderful planning,
preparing and organizing of the
perfect government of God.
There will be no incompetent
and selfishly ambitious politicians
seeking to get their covetous hands
on the throttle of government
power by the deceptive political
methods of this world. Today people are asked to vote into office
men they know little about-men
whose qualifications are largely
misrepresented. In the soon-coming government of God, every official placed in authority shall have
been tried and tested, trained, experienced and qualified, by God's
qualifications. The fact illustrates
the purpose and necessity of the
Church. The function of the
Church is not merely to convert
the "firstfruits"-not merely to
bring about salvation to those specially called out of the world and
into .the Church, but to prepare
and train them for these positions
of leadership in the kingdom when
salvation , will be opened to all the
living.
.
God has planned ahead, but not
only for his government to rule the
earth. He had said to · Adam, in
effect: "Go, plan your own human
governments, create in your own
imaginations your . own gods and
religions; develop your own knowledge and educational structure,
plan your own social systems (in a
word, organize your own human
civilization). "
But God, in sentencing man to
6,000 years of being cut off from
him, reserved the prerogative of
calling to special service and contact with him such as he should
choose for his purpose. During this
day of man, God has prepared for
his own millennial civilization, in
all its phases--'governmental, edu-·
cational, religious-his whole civilization.
it all began with Abraham.
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In his day, there was only one civilization-with Abraham. When
man on earth who was at once a Abraham proved obedient, God
man of strong character and at the blessed his labors and allowed him
same time meekly and wholly sub- to become wealthy. God gave him
missive and obedient to God-to experience in the wise handling of
God's laws and his direction and wealth and in directing a great
rule. That man was Abraham.
force of men.
God began training men for top
Isaac was reared by God-fearing,
positions of authority in his coming God-obeying Abraham, in God's
. world, with Abraham. Abraham ways, obedient to God's governlived in the most "advanced"civi- ment. He became heir along with
lization-the most developed and, his father Abraham. He, too, was '
as people thought, most desirable trained in obedience, and also in
locality.
directing and ruling over others.
God said to Abraham (then
Then Jacob, born with this rich
named Abram), "Get thee out of heredity, was educated to follow
thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land
that I will shew thee"
(Gen. 12:1).
hink of it-no money
There was no argument. Abraham didn't
wasted on political
say, "But why? Why
must I give up all the
campaigns. No splits in
pleasures of this civilizapolitical parties with
tion-give up even my
relatives and friends?"
quarreling and hatreds.
Abraham didn't argue or
delay.
No political parties!
It is written, simply,
"So Abram departed ... "
(verse 4).
through on the same pattern AbraAbraham .was put to severe ham and Isaac had learned. Even
tests. But, after he died, God though his father-in-law deceived
said, "Abraham obeyed my voice, him, and held him down, Jacob
and kept my charge, my com- also became wealthy. He was humandments, my statutes [of gov- man-as were Abraham and Isaac
ernment], and my laws" (Gen. and all humans. He made mistakes.
But he overcame. He repented. He
26:5).
Abraham was being trained for prevailed with God. He never quit!
high position in the government of He developed the qualities and
God, now soon to rule the world. character of leadership. He became
He believed in, was obedient and the father of the twelve greatest
loyal to, God's government-its : nations-to-be in the soon-coming
statutes and laws.
world tomorrow.
Abraham was given the pro, mises on which the salvation , of The Pattern of Government
every person, through Christ, is Organization
based. He is called the father God has not told us, in so many
(humanly) of the faithful (Gal. words, precisely how his coming
3:7). To the gentiles of Galatia, world super government will be orthe apostle Paul wrote: "And if ganized. Yet he has given us the
ye be Christ's, ' then are ye [gen- general pattern. He has told us
tiles] Abraham's seed, and heirs specifically where 14 high execuaccording to the promise" (Gal. tives (including Christ) will fit in.
3:29). In the 16th verse, he had And from them we may deduce a
said: "Now to Abraham and his great deal of the remaining governseed [descendant-Christ] were mental structure. Much of the
the promises made .... "
coming structure of government is
God was starting to prepare for at least strongly indicated by what
his kingdom-to train topflight is plainly revealed.
personnel for positions in God's
We know it will be the governThe PLAIN TRUTH

ment of God. God Almighty-the
Father of Jesus Christ-is
Supreme Lawgiver, and Head over
Christ, and over all that is. We
know that Jesus Christ is to be
King of kings, and Lord of lordsover both state and church, united
through him.
We know that King David of
ancient Israel (details later) will
be king over the twelve great nations composed of literal descendants of the twelve tribes of Israel. We know the twelve apostles
will each be a king, sitting on a
throne, over one of those great
nations descended from the tribes
of Israel.
We know it will be government
from the top down. There is to be
a definite chain of authority. No
one will be elected by the people.
Mortal humans have proved they
do not know how to judge qualifications, and do not know the inner
minds, hearts, intents and abilities
of men. All will be divinely appointed from above. All, in positions of governmental authority,
will be resurrected immortals, born
of God-no longer flesh-and-blood
humans.
With this in mind-with the
knowledge that Abraham is (humanly) the father of all who are
Christ's and heirs of salvation-it
becomes plain that Abraham will
be given a greater position of authority in God's kingdom than
David-and that he will be over
both Israelites and gentiles. He is
"father" of gentile converts as well
as Israelites.
Then again, repeatedly the Bible
uses the phrase, "Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob," grouping them together as a team, and calling them,
together, "the fathers ." For the
promises were repromised, also, to
Isaac and Jacob, whose name was
changed to Israel.
What is plainly revealed indicates, then, that Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob will function as a
topflight team, with Abraham as
chairman of the team, next under
Christ in the coming world government of God.
Jesus himself said, definitely,
that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
shall be in that glorious and glorified kingdom (Luke 13:28).
Joseph qualified in a very special
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way, but we shall come back to him
a little later.
Both Church and State

Another principle is made clear in
God's Word: church and state will
be united under Christ. There will
be one government, over all nations. There will be one Churchone God--one religion--one educational system--one social order.
And, as in God's original pattern in
ancient Israel, they will be united.
Three men-Peter, James and
John, among the original twelve
disciples-were privileged to see
the kingdom of God in a vision
(Matt. 17:9). In this vision, Jesus,
who was actually with them in person, became transfigured-appearing as the glorified Christ. His face
became bright, shining as the sun,
his clothing white as light. Two
others appeared with him in this
vision-this glimpse into the coming kingdom-and they were
Moses and Elijah. These two, in
the vision, · represented the offices
of church and state, with and under
Christ, as they will be in God's
kingdom. Both Moses and Elijah
qualified in their human lifetime
for very high positions in the kingdom of God.
Moses was the one through
whom Christ (yes, he was the God
of the Old Testament, as many,
many scriptures prove) gave the
laws and the statutes of government for the nation Israel. Moses
was trained as a son of a pharaoh
(king of Egypt). His training and
experience were among gentiles, as
well as the children of Israel.
Elijah, above all others, is represented in Scripture as the prophet
who restored the worship of the true
God-and obedience to his commandments. When Elijah ordered
King Ahab to gather on Mount
Carmel "all Israel" (I Kings 18:1921) and the prophets of Baal and of
Asherah (Easter), he said: "How
long halt ye between two opinions?
if the Lord be God, follow him: but
if Baal, then follow him ... " (verse
21). And when, at Elijah's I8-second prayer (verses 36-37), the fire
fell miraculously from heaven consuming Elijah's sacrifice, the people
fell on their faces, and said, "The
Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is
the God" (verse 39).

The vision of the Transfiguration
(Matt. 16:27 through 17:9) gave
the apostles Peter, James and John
a preview of Christ coming in his
kingdom-as he shall come. The
indication is thus given that Moses
and Elijah represented the heads,
under Christ, of state or national
world government (under Moses),
and church or religious activity
(under Elijah) .
These two men, like the "fathers," Abraham, Isaac and Israel,
will then be resurrected immortal,
in power and glory. Certainly the
indication is given us that, under
Christ as King of kings, and under
Christ's top team-the "fathers"will be Moses over all organized
national and international government; and Elijah, over all organized church, religious and educational activity.
Actually, the gospel and religious development is merely spiritual education. And it is significant
that Elijah had organized and
headed three schools or colleges (II
Kings 2:3, 5; 4:38-at Bethel, Jericho and Gilgal) teaching God's
truth in a world corrupted by false
pagan education.
On the National Level

Now we gain further insight into
God's coming world government
organization.
On the purely national level, the
nations descended from the two ·
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh
(descended from Joseph), will become the two leading nations of the
world (Jer. 30:16-18; 31 :4-11, 1820; Isa. 14:1-2; Deut. 28:13).
But, next to them will be the
nations descended from the other
tribes of Israel. And, after them,
but still prosperous and full of
abundant blessings, the gentile nations.
King David, resurrected, immortal, in power and glory, will be
king, under Moses, over all twelve
nations of Israel (Jer. 30:9; Ezek.
34:23-24; 37:24-25). Each of the
original twelve apostles will be
king, under David, over one of
these then super-prosperous nations (Matt. 19:28) .
Under the apostles, each now king
over a great nation, will be the rulers
over districts, states, shires, counties
or provinces, and over cities.
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But, in every case, these kings
and rulers will be resurrected immortals, born into the kingdom
(family) of God as Spirit beingsnot flesh-and-blood mortals. And,
in every case, they will be those
who qualified not only by conversion, but by overcoming, spiritual
character development, growth in
Christ's knowledge-training in
being ruled by God's law and government, as well as learning to
rule.
The parables of the pounds
(Luke 19: 11-27) and talents (Matt.
25:14-30) make this very clear.
The one who multiplied his spiritual abilities ten times over is pictured as ruling over ten cities. The
one who developed only half as
much in God's character and abilities is pictured as being given rule
over five cities. The parable of the
talents shows the same thing, but
also we are to be judged by how
well we do with what we have to do
with. That is, one of lesser ability
will be judged according to motivation, application, diligence and persistence according to ability. To
whom much-in natural ability,
and spiritual gifts-is inherited
and given, much will be required.
The one of lesser ability stands just
as good a chance for reward in
God's kingdom as the one of great
ability-if he tries as hard.
But what of all the gentile nations? Who will be given to·p positions of rule over them?
There is strong indication-not a
definite, specific statement-btlt
indication, according to principles
and specific assignments that are
revealed, that the prophet Daniel
will be made king over them all,
directly under Moses. What
prophet-what man of God-did
God send to be trained at top-level
government authority, in the
world's very first world empire?
And what man refused to follow
pagan ways and customs, even
while serving next in authority to
the king himself? What man
proved loyal to God, and the worship of God, and obedient to the
laws of God--even while serving at
the top in the first world empire?
Why, of course, it was the
prophet Daniel.
At first thought, one might suppose Christ will put the apostle
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Paul at the head-under Moses
and under Christ-of all gentile
nations. And indeed Paul qualified
for high position over gentiles.
But Daniel was thrown into almost daily contact with the king in
the world's first world government.
And though that was human government, Daniel proved completely
loyal and obedient to God and
God's rule. He was used, to reveal
to King Nebuchadnezzar, and immediate successors, that it is God
who rules over all kingdoms.
Daniel refused the king's rich food
and delicacies-including what was
unclean according to God's health
laws. He prayed three times a day
to God, even though it meant being
thrown into the den of lions. He
trusted God to protect and deliver
him from the lions. He gained
knowledge and wisdom in the affairs and administration of government over nations.
When God, through the prophet
Ezekiel, named three of the most
righteous men who ever lived, he
named Daniel as one of them. The
other two were Noah and Job
(Ezek. 14:14,20). And it is evident
that God will assign Noah and Job
to offices of very great magnitude.
More of that, later.
God in his Word gave Daniel the
assurance that he shall be in the
kingdom of God, at the time of
resurrection (Dan. 12:13).
It is an interesting possibility, in
passing, to consider that Daniel's
three colleagues in this Chaldean
Empire service-Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego-might
serve as a team directly with and
under Daniel, even as the three
"fathers" very possibly may serve
as a team directly with and under
Christ himself. In fact, there are a
number of such teams that appear
to be possibilities.
But what about Paul? As the
twelve original apostles were sent
to the lost house of Israel, Paul was
the apostle to the gentiles. That is
the key. Christ himself said specifically that each of the twelve shall
be a king over one of the nations of
Israel. It is inconceivable that Paul
would be over no more than one
gentile nation. It might even be
inferred that Paul rated a little
higher in ability and accomplishment than anyone of the twelve

apostles. And, again, no gentile nation will be as great as one of the
Israelite nations.
The indication, then, seems to be
that Paul will be given position
over all gentile nations, but under
Daniel.
Of course there will be kings
appointed by Christ over every
gentile nation. And district rulers
under them, and rulers over cities.
There is no indication as to the
identity of any of these, except
that those apostles and evangelists
who worked with and directly under Paul-Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, Titus, Luke, Mark, Philemon,
etc.-undoubtedly will be given
offices of importance. And what of
other saints of that same time, in
the first flush years of the
Church, when its membership at
first multiplied in number of converts? And what of many converted since, and down to our
present day?
We can mention, here, only what
seems to be rather clearly indicated
from what God has already revealed.
The International Level

Besides these revealed and indicated assignments of government
over nations and groups of nations
on the national level, there will be
positions of great magnitude on the
international level in the areas of
scientific and social functions. And
there are a few indications of what
some of those operations will be,
and the possible-if not probable-personnel.
We come to Joseph, son of Israel
and great-grandson of Abraham.
Joseph became food administrator of the greatest nation on earth
of that time-Egypt. Joseph was
synonymous with "prosperity."
"And the Lord was with Joseph,
and he was a prosperous man;
and ... the Lord made all that he
did to prosper in his hand" (Gen.
39:2-3). He was made actual ruler
for the pharaoh of the world's
greatest nation. But his specialty
was dealing with the economywith prosperity. And what he did,
he did God's way.
It seems evident, therefore, that
Joseph will be made director of the
world's economy-its agriculture,
its industry, its technology, and its
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commerce- as well as its money
and monetary system. These systems will be on the international
level, the same in every nation.
Undoubtedly Joseph will develop
a large and perfectly efficient organization of immortals made perfect, with and under him in this
vast administration. This will be an
administration that will eliminate
famine, starvation, poverty. There
will be no poverty-stricken slums.
There will be universal prosperity!
Another tremendous project on
the worldwide international level
will be that of rebuilding the waste
places, and the construction of whatever really great and large buildings
or structures Christ will require for
the world he will create. "And they

shall build the old wastes, they shall
raise up the former desolations, and
they shall repair the waste cities, the
desolations of many generations"
(lsa. 61:4) .
Job was the wealthiest and greatest man of the east (Job 1:3) and
a noted builder. (Compare Job
3:13-14 with God's challenge in
Job 38:4-6.) He was so upright and
perfect, God even dared Satan to
find a flaw in his character. Actually, there was a terrible sin in his
life- self-righteousness . But God
brought him to repentance. (See
Job, chapters 38-42.) Once this
man, of such strength of self-mastery that he could be so righteous
in his own strength, was humbled,
brought to reliance on God, filled

with God's Spirit-well, surely no
man who ever lived could equal
him as an engineer over vast stupendous world projects.
Indication is strong, therefore,
that Job will be director of worldwide urban renewal, rebuilding the
waste places and the destroyed cities, not as they are now, but according to God's pattern; vast engineering projects, such as dams and
power plants--or whatever the ruling Christ shall decree.
At least one other man seems
indicated as a top assistant in this
vast administration. That is Zerubbabel (Haggai, and Zech. 4) .
So much for the new world super-civilization on the national and
international level. 0

WHY SEX?

ing children by begetting them. He
joins his Holy Spirit (the sperm or
seed) with the spirit (the nucleus)
in a person's mind (the ovum or
egg). The result is a spiritual "embryo"-not yet a born child of
God.
That embryo must grow and develop. The new spiritually begotten
child must be protected and nourished for an appropriate length of
time in the womb of the
" mother " -the Church (Heb .
12:22-23; Gal. 4:26) , until it grows
to the point where it is ready to be
born in the resurrection as a spirit
being (John 3:6)-a member of
God's family.
This is the method God is using to bring forth additional children for his spiritual family. It is
the m~thod reflected by sexual
procreation at nearly every level
of the biological realm and especially in human beings, who are
created in God ' s very image
(Gen . 1:27).
But there is more. For, viewed

from another aspect, the malefemale relationship portrays the
special relationship Jesus Christ
has with the Church. It is a marital
relationship, Christ being the husband and the Church of God his
bride-to-be (Eph . 5:22-32; Rev .
19:7-10) .
Sex did not evolve. Sex was
created by God not only for reproduction, but for attracting humans
to one another so they would form
families. Sex was created not only
to render pleasure in the marital
relationship, but also to keep us
humans in mind of the awesome
purpose the Creator God is working out.
Sex was given to be used exclusively in the confines of marriage
to solidify the family unit, because
the God family is solidly united.
Sex was given to produce children,
because God is producing children.
It becomes all the more evident,
then , in view of the great purpose
for which God created sex, how
great an evil is its misuse! 0

When David felt frustrated and
unfulfilled, when that emptiness in
him cried out for fulfillment, he
knew what he needed: "As the deer
pants for the water brooks,. so pants
my soul for You, 0 God. My soul
thirsts for God, for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before God?" (Ps. 42:1-2). David
knew he needed God to fill the hole
in his head. What about you?
Not only do you need to love
God, but " ' you shall love your

neighbor as yourself' " (Matt.
22:39) . In seeking to satisfy the
needs of your brother, your most
important need is satisfied . In fill ing the hole in your brother's (or
sister'S) life, the hole in your head
will be filled.
Love is the answer. Giving is the
way to all you want and need. That
old hole in your head need not go
empty any longer. Use that drive
inside you to lead you to love God
and help your fellowman. 0

(Continued from page 16)
through Jesus Christ, God is
"bringing many sons unto glory"
(Heb. 2:10) . Jesus is "the firstborn
among many brethren" (Rom.
8:29). The Bible calls converted
Christians-men and women"brethren" of Jesus Christ (Heb.
2:11-12, 17), "children" of God
the Father (Rom. 8:16-17), God's
" sons and daughters" (II Cor.
6:18) .
And the mother is the Church of
God. This is a family relationship
of awesome magnitude.
Exactly how is God producing
children? By divine fiat? By commanding and they come into being? By some spur-of-the-moment
religious experience, such as is felt
by those who believe they are suddenly converted and " born again"
as God's children? No, nowhere in
all of nature are offspring produced
instantaneously.
God starts the process of produc-

Hole In Your Head?
(Continued from page 19)
is more blessed to give than to
receive" (Acts 20:35) .
And whom do you love? Whom
do you give to ? " 'You shall love
the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with
all your mind'" (Matt. 22 :37).
You love God by dedicating your
whole life toward serving him, and
obeying him, doing his will.
October 1986
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NEWS OVERVIEW

Understanding World Events and Trends
Partnership in
Danger
arlier this year the United
States imposed a 35
percent tariff on imported
Canadian cedar roofing
materials . Canada 's Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney
responded with tariffs on
U.S.-made books ,
magazines and some

E

Feeding
Africa's
Hungry
ust a few decades ago,

J Africa was a
self-sustaining continent.

Most African countries , at
that time European colonies,
were net food exporters. But
now, with each passing
year, Africa-the earth's
poorest continent-is
becoming less able to feed
even itself.
Television's reporting on
famine relief efforts has
largely ignored the
underlying causes of Africa's
plight. Stopgap emergency
aid eases the problem only
temporarily.
Lack of timely rainfall is
only one aspect of a
many-faceted problem.
Other critical factors include
governmental instability; civil
wars that disrupt planting,
harvesting and distribution ;
inept economic management
and widespread corruption;
overemphasis on industrial
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development at the expense
of the agricultural sector;
inadequate food storage
and processing facilities; a
sUbstantial foreign debt
burden (US$175 billion) ; and
emphasis on a narrow range
of "cash crops" for export
rather than on
food-producing peasant
farming.
Experts agree that money
alone cannot solve the
crisis. Many African leaders
are coming to realize that
the solution will require a
major revamping of their
internal economies.
In many African countries,
state marketing boards have
kept prices of crops
artificially low to please city
residents, leaving farmers
little incentive to produce
beyond their own needs .
Experts say that by creating
new incentives for farmers,
African nations could
experience dramatic
increases in food production
within a very short time.
Experts also urge an
abandonment of the "big is
better" approach to

computer components .
The retaliation was not
something Mr. Mulroney
enjoyed doing .
What is at stake is the
closest economic
relationship enjoyed by any
two countries in the world .
Canada and the U.S. have
developed the world 's most
successful common market
in goods , services and
resources .

Trade between the U.S.
and just one Canadian
province , Ontario, is larger
than that between the U.S.
and Japan, America 's
second largest trading
partner .
Significantly, the U.S.
trade deficit with Canada is
second only to the
export-import gap with
Japan, a country with a
much larger population. _

agriculture . They
recommend more support to
localized small-scale
projects such as helping
villagers fight soil erosion ,
dig wells and build
water-storage catchments .
But in the end, politics
again could undo what little
progress appears to be at
last under way. The threat

of worldwide sanctions
against South 'Africa could
boomerang against many
nations in southern Africa
critically dependent upon
food imports from or
through South Africa.
Pretoria has threateneq to
cut off goods and transport
services to its neighbors if
they support sanctions. _

ECONOMIC FALLOUT
ast European agriculture
complied with these
Ehas suffered the
standards by offering
economic effects of the
Chernobyl nuclear accident.
Western nations, including
the European Community
and the United States, at
first banned, then set
standards of permissible
radioactivity levels for , East
bloc food exports . East
European exporters have

detailed radiation readings.
The result is an economic
crimp on East bloc
agricultural export earnings .
While some suspect foods
may find a market in the
Soviet Union, reducing East
bloc debts to the Soviets,
badly needed hard currency
earnings will fall. _

AIDS: Alarm
Spreads
IDS-Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndromeis spreading so rapidly it has
become the leading cause of
death for men in New York
City aged 30 to 39 years
and the second leading
cause of death for women

A

"Quicksand"
in Quakes
he impact of a quake on
unstable soil was
revealed in Mexico City,
Mexico, one year ago.
In September 1985
Mexico City suffered far
worse damage than
Acapulco , Mexico, though
both were roughly

T

Gambling:
Poor Lose
Most
hose participating most
frequently in lotteries
come from the
middle-to-Iower-income
groups and lower
educational status . Lotteries
and the projects they
finance represent a subtle,
unrecognized tax on those
least able to bear it: the
poor.
In 1984 alone,
$177,000 ,000,000 was
spent in legal and illegal
gambling in the United
States. Less than five
percent of that total was
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aged 30 to 34 years.
Recent tests in the U.S.
show a steady spillover of
the disease from its
reservoirs in the homosexual
and intravenous drug-user
communities into the general
population.
Physicians are alarmed at
the rapid evolution of the
AIDS phenomenon. Latest
victims are dying from a list

of terminal ailments different
from those affecting initial
AIDS victims five years ago
"Clinicians from Boston to
San Francisco, " reported
the May 30 Wall Street
Journal, " now realize that
AIDS is a hydra-headed
complex of diseases,
embracing not only the
narrow syndrome first
described, but many more

equidistant from the
epicenter. The capital sits
on an old lake bed of soft
clay that , in the words of
one engineering expert,
"vibrates like a bowl of
Jello, accenting the
vibrations.' ,
The " quicksand"
phenomenon develops
especially in soils of thick
layers of sand that turn into
mush when shaken by a

strong quake. Buildings on
such soils run the risk of
toppling over.
. Earthquake engineers say
large buildings in areas
where the soil may liquefy in
a major quake should be
constructed on huge
concrete rafts in order to be
stable in a quake .
A major earthquake in the
central United States will
give some soils the
consistency of quicksand,
earthquake officials reported
recently.
The problem of "soil
liquefaction" is a
phenomenon in any
earthquake setting. The
entire Mississippi River valley
is at high risk for soil
liquefaction in a quake
registering 7 or above on
the Richter scale . _

accounted for by state
lotteries . But more and more
states are beginning to rely
on lotteries to supplement
areas of their strained
budgets .
Promoted as a means to
help finance educational
facility construction within
that state, the California
lottery took in
$1,640,000 ,000 in just its
first eight months. That
unbelievable sum meant the
17 million adults eligible to
purchase the lottery tickets
each would have purchased
$96.47 worth-an average
of $12 a month each. And
since many of those eligible
do not play the lottery at all,
the average amount
gambled by those who do

play is much higher.
Meanwhile down under,
Australians spend an
average of US$41 a month
on some form of gambling .
Government lotteries there
have also become a major
source of revenue .
But gambling is not just a
U.S. or Australian
phenomenon . One survey
conducted in Britain in 1977
showed that more than 94
percent of the adults there
had tried some form of
gambling .
For every person who
wins a "million ," millions of
others gamble and lose .
Both individuals and
governments in search of
easy money have forgotten
that it is diligence and hard

infections and cancers. "
The AIDS crisis is so
severe that more people are
expected to die of AIDS in
the U.S. five years from
now-54 ,000-than are
killed in automobile
accidents yearly .
In the absence of a
vaccine, health officials and
political authorities in
severely affected areas
stress the need for better
"control measures,"
especially " education."
But what most mean by
education is instruction in
so-called " safe sex "
procedures . Few, if any, go
so far as to educate the
public that homosexuality
itself is not only biologically
illogical but spiritually a
sin- " men with men
committing what is shameful,
and receiving in themselves
the penalty of their error
which was due" (Rom. 1:27,
Revised Authorized
Version) .
Until today's attitudes
change, the AIDS epidemic
is likely to continue to
careen out of control.
People today reject the
moral knowledge that would
prevent such suffering (Hos.
4:6) . _
work that produce riches,
not get-rich-quick schemes
that feed on greed (Prov.
10:4) . _
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1. The first angel causes a terrible disease, "a foul and loathsome
(Continued from page 4)
sore," to come upon that part of
The fifth angel then sounds. humanity who has the "mark of the
John sees a "fallen angel" (symbol- beast."
ized by a star) opening the "bot2. The second angel destroys all
tomless pit." It is a vision of a living things in the sea.
chemical-biological-like war. He
3. The third angel pollutes all
writes: "And smoke arose out of freshwater sources-rivers and
the pit like the smoke of a great springs of water.
furnace. And the sun and the air
4. The fourth angel affects the
were darkened because of the sun so that "men were scorched
smoke of the pit. Then out of the with great heat" and fire.
5. The fifth angel also affects
smoke locusts came upon the earth.
And to them was given power, as sunlight by cutting it off comthe scorpions of the earth have pletely and causing total darkness
power .... And their torment was in the kingdom of "the beast."
like the torment of a scorpion when
6. The sixth angel guides world
it strikes a man.
events to ultimately bring vast
"In those days men will seek armies to the Valley of Megiddo in
death and will not find it; they will Palestine for a climactic war incordesire to die, and death will . flee rectly known as Armageddon.
from them. And the shape of the
7. The seventh angel represents
locusts was like horses prepared for the finale of human civilization as
battle . ... they had breast- we know it. The coup de grace
plates ... of iron, and the sound of comes in a series of stark events,
their wings was like the sound of some of which are described next.
chariots with many horses running
John writes: "And there were
into battle. They had tails like scor- noises and thunderings and lightpions, and there were stings in nings; and there was a great earththeir tails. And their power was to quake, such a mighty and great
hurt men five months" (Rev. 9:1- earthquake as had not occurred
since men were on the earth.
10).
The scene of John's vision then . .. and the cities of the nations
fell. .. . Then every island fled
switches.
John again writes of a second away, and the mountains were not
woe: "So the four angels ... were found. And great hail from heaven
released to kill a third of mankind. fell upon men ... " (Rev. 16:17Now the number of the army of 21).
The heavenly signs and the day
the horsemen was two hundred
million . ... And thus I saw the of the Lord culminate in a singular
horses in the vision: those who sat battle at which the armies of a
on them had breastplates of fiery world organization bringing allnared, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yel- tions together are annihilated. John
low ... and out of their mouths tells us that this interl1ational milicame fire, smoke, and brimstone. tary force is guided by the spirit
By these three plagues a third of world. "For they are spirits of
mankind was killed-by the fire demons, performing signs, which
and the smoke and the brimstone go out to the kings of the earth and
which came out of their mouths" of the whole world. to gather them
to the battle of that great day of
(Rev. 9:15-18).
It was a vision of an army un- God Almighty" (Rev. 16:14).
leashing tremendous firepower and
A demonic zeitgeist. a spirit that
a dazzling array of weaponry. In will make the madn1ess of past
the ensuing war and its aftermath, rulers seem tame by comparison,
will grip the world. But God will
one third of humanity is killed.
halt this madness quite abruptly.
The Seven Last Plagues
The prophet Zechariah's frightN ow comes the third woe or the ful description shows these armies
seventh seal-the seven final as being literally vaporized-as
plagues. (See Revelation 16.) Here though they had been caught at the
is a synopsis of the devastation that center of an atomic maelstrom.
ensues:
Zechariah writes, in Revelation-
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like terms: "And this shall be the
plague with which the Lord will
strike all the people who fought
against Jerusalem: Their flesh shall
. dissolve while they stand on their
feet, their eyes shall dissolve in
their sockets, and their tongues
shall dissolve in their mouths"
(Zech. 14:12).
Thus, we have read two scenarios of the future. Both are bleak.
But there is bad news and good
news. The bad news: There is a
terrible time of war, of famine, of
. pestilence coming ih the future.
The good news: There is a God in
heaven who will abort the coming
reign of terror-the scientists' nuclear winter--on earth.
Mankind's Last Hope

Christ was asked by his disciples
while on earth, "What will be the
sign of Your coming, and of the
end of the age?" (Matt. 24:3) . He
responded, "For then there will be
great tribulation, such as has not
been since the beginning of the
world until this time, no, nor ever
shall be. And unless those days
were shortened, no flesh would be
saved [alive]; but for the elect's
sake those days will be shortened"
(Matt. 24:21-22).
The final message of Revelation
is a message of great hope. man's
only hope. It tells us that representatives of various nations and peoples will survive the next war and
that the God family will take
charge and transform man's societies into a God-centered one.
As John wrote: "Then the seventh angel sounded: And there
were loud voices in heaven, saying,
'The kingdoms of this world have
become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of His Christ, and He shall
reign forever and ever'" (Rev.
11 :15).
Micah the prophet majestically
writes in poetic form of this new,
wonderful world tomorrow. "They
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more. But everyone shall sit under his vine and
under his fig tree, and no one shall
make them afraid; for the mouth of
the Lord of hosts has spoken"
(Mic. 4:3-4). 0
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
If You're Unemployed

We have received your
magazine for many months
and we both feel we have a
greater understanding of the
world around us. We are
·both unemployed and have a
small child and without your
free subscription we would be
unable to read your smashing
magazine. It has helped us
sort out many economic and
spiritual problems.
Mr. and Mrs. R. Paterson
Dundee, Scotland
Why Science Questions
Darwin

I recall (and have before
me) an article entitled,
" What Spokesmen for
Science Are Not Telling,"
which concedes that the
world is not a mere 6,000
years old [Plain Truth, June
1984] and that the 'Creator'
does not meddle in Scientific
Laws (perhaps this is one of
the better attempts to
reconcile science and
theology) . Nevertheless, I find
distortions in that article as
well [such as implying that a

creative process must have a
Creator] .
As a scientist, I am not
opposed to religion; but, I do
object and object most
strongly to the abuse of
science .. . in particular by
Creationists. The evolution of
species, indeed all species, is
most strongly supported by
the scientific evidence [c.f.
"The Creationists"] . The
book Abusing Science by Phil
Kitcher presents hard
evidence that Creationists
have intentionally misquoted
reputable scientists and in so
doing, have changed the
entire meaning of the original
statement [deceptive followers
of a Creator are no better
than the concept of a
Deceptive Creator] .
In closing, I hope that you
will give your attention to the
enclosed materials and
continue to probe the subject
with an open mind. I look
forward to hearing from you.
David E. Miller
Hazard Community College
Hazard, Kentucky
• You noted that The Plain
Truth does not teach that the

PERSONAL
(Continued from page 1)
firmly, "This is a moral issue and you have to
make a decision. By accepting drug use you are
accepting a practice that is destroying lives. You
cannot separate polite drug use at a chic L.A.
party from drug use in some back alley somewhere.
They are morally equal."
Stern talk indeed! Mrs. Reagan left no one in
any doubt where she stood. Some issues are too
important to be influenced by party politics and
temporary popularity.
Ironically, only five days before Mrs. Reagan's
Los Angeles speech, a gifted young . athlete, Len
Bias, died of cardiac arrest because of drugs.
Three days later another young athlete in the
prime of his career, Don Rogers, also died from
cocaine overdose. It was the day before he was to
be married. Thus Mrs. Reagan's concerns were
underscored.
This first lady has carried her concern beyond
October 1986

earth is 6,000 years old.
Most so-called "Creationists"
misunderstand Genesis 1:1-2
and do not agree with our
article.
When we quote eminent
scientists who are admitting
problems with the theory of
evolution, we do NOT mean
to imply that they have given
up evolution. On the
contrary. The point is that
these brilliant and educated
persons continue to grasp at
this theory in spite of their
own admissions and personal
intelligence. We make the
point that the theory of
evolution has become a kind
of religious dogma, cast in
scientific-sounding garb. But
that does not make what is
commonly called
"Creationism " a sound
alternative.
Comet Halley

The Plain Truth contained
a serious historical error. You
say that in 1456 "Comet
Halley appeared and the
Turks captured Belgrade by
the Danube."
The Turks not only did not

capture Belgrade in 1456, but
they suffered a disastrous
defeat attempting to do so.
The defeat took the
momentum out of their
westward advance, and they
did not take Belgrade until
1521.
Ernest L. Fraser
Long Beach, Calif.

• You are correct. Janos
Hunyadi, a European
military commander,
accomplished what one
historical source said was
"one of the most remarkable
victories in the history of
Turkish wars." With a large
number of mercenaries and a
ragged army of peasants,
Hunyadi turned back the
Turkish forces of Sultan
Mehmed II from Belgrade on
July 22, 1456. The research
error in the Plain Truth
article originated on page 50
of The New York Times
Guide to the Return of
Halley's Comet, where we
read (in reference to the
1456 Belgrade conflict): "As
history shows, the Turks won
the battle."

the shores of America and encouraged the first
ladies of other nations to get involved.
We of The Plain Truth applaud Mrs. Reagan
for her efforts. We ask our millions of readers
from nearly every country on earth to consider her
words carefully.
Most of us aren't public figures . But we do set
personal examples, in our marriages, at our work,
in our personal habits. It is what we do, not what
we say we believe, that shows what we really
think! The drug scene is just one more example of
adult double standards come home to roost, and
.
teenagers pick up on a double standard quicker
than they pick up on the latest popular tune.
Mrs. Reagan had the courage to challenge every
one of us to examine what we really believe- and
then prove it!
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BUT WHY SEX?
Scientists are perplexed.
Educators are at a loss to explain it.
Theologians fumble for an answer.
Just why does sex exist?
G.A BEl LUCHE JR.-PT

)Can humanity survive nuclear war?
C . WNSTON TAYlOR

WHAT ARE YOU DOING
ABOUT THAT
HOLE-IN YOUR HEAD?
You and all the rest of mankind have
something missing. Yet you can discover
what you have been searching for.
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A RESPONSIBLE FIRST LADY
Mrs. Reagan leaves no one in any doubt where she
stands on the issue of drug abuse.
The "World Tomorrow" television program is cabled
throughout the United States on these superstations:

WOR New York, NY
(1 1:30 am and 11:00 pm ET, Sunday)

WGN Chicago, IL
(10:00 am CT, Saturday)

WTBS Atlanta, GA
(6:30 am, Sunday; 1:05 am , Monday, ET)

TEMPO Tulsa, OK
(9:00 am CT, Sunday)

LIF New York, NY
(10:30 pm ET, Saturday)
Check local listings for other stations and times in YO,ur area.
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