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'Ventu}& with Petersburg TV

ends with mutual benefits

By Jerry Rehor

ST. PETERSBURG, Russia—
After more than two years the
Church is ending its successful
venture with Petersburg Televi-
sion and Radio Co. My wife,
Tami, and I returned to the United
States Feb. 28.

Jerry and Tami Rehor served
on the Petersburg Television
and Radio Co. project.

The idea for the project came
about in June 1990 when repre-
sentatives from the television and
radio company visited Church
headquarters in Pasadena and
asked the Church to send volun-
teers to work at the station.

“They wanted our attitude, our
optimism, our can-do approach,”
said Victor Kubik, an assistant
director of Church Administra-
tion. “We agreed to help them for
one year, then extended the proj-
ect another year. The project has
achieved its goals and we leave
the television company on very
good terms.”

Volunteers Cliff and Simone
Worthing, Debbie Armstrong and
Darlene Reddaway arrived in
Leningrad in January 1991.

They were there during the
August 1991 coup attempt (except
for Miss Reddaway who had
returned to the United States earli-
er), after which Leningrad became
St. Petersburg and the Soviet
Union became the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS).

Tami and I arrived in Febru-
ary 1992 to continue the project
and train before the others left
in May of that year.

From 1990 to 1993, the televi-
sion company greatly reorga-
nized, paralleling the former

Soviet Union’s changes in polit-
ical structure.

Mutual benefit

As intended, the project has
benefited both parties. The televi-
sion company taught us Russian
and gave us a place to live and
work so that we could learn about
Russian culture.

We taught English and comput-
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er skills to their television people,
and gave English lessons to peo-
ple at House of Radio and Europa
Plus and to other organizations,
some of which were related to the
company.

We also helped the company
develop advertising and improve
program scripting and presenta-
tion, and gave them samples of
Western programming.

Translations

Six booklets and six Bible cor-
respondence course lessons have
been translated into the Russian
and Ukrainian language. The first
translated booklet is God’s Festi-
vals and Holy Days.

Seven Russian translators are
working for us here and five
Ukrainian translators work here

and in Kiev, Ukraine.

Having the translations done in
Russia and the Ukraine benefits
the Church in two ways. We use
the most current word usage,
especially important in the
Ukraine, where their language is
changing to a certain extent as
Ukrainian is reinstated as the offi-
cial language. And, the Church
saves money, with translation a
fraction of what it is in Germany
or the United States.

We have also set up the Russian
and Ukrainian translators with an
electronic mail system, which will
benefit us too if we need transla-
tions in the future. The project
allowed us to develop a one-on-
one relationship with translators
and to discuss with them our
beliefs.

Also, we have made many con-
tacts and friends here at the televi-
sion and radio stations, as well as
with people at St. Petersburg Uni-
versity, Russian State Meteorolog-
ical Institute, Procter & Gamble,
State Navy Institute, Investisse-
ments a I’Est and Irkutsk City
Chamber Business. These rela-

" tionships gave us the opportunity

to answer their questions.

PERSONAL FROM
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Dear Brethren,

Last time I wrote about
the need for local congre-
gations to be involved in
evangelism, and asked for
your input and prayers
regarding appropriate and
responsible methods of
doing that.

I explained that the head-
quarters role of doing interna-
tional evangelism through
mass media is a vital part
of the commission of the
Church, but that the entire
Body of Christ works best
when every part of the Body
is directly involved in the
work for which it exists—
bringing the light of the
gospel to those who are yet in
darkness.

I mentioned that to accom-
plish this task, God has given his
people spiritual gifts, which we
could call talents, skills or abili-
ties. Each person’s gifts vary,

according to God’s will, and
each person serves God by using
the particular gifts God has
given him or her.

Some of the gifts, Paul tells
us, are gifts of administration
and spiritual leadership. He
mentions apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers
(Ephesians 4:11).

Their role, he explains, is to
“equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the
body of Christ, until all of us
come to the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to maturity, to the mea-
sure of the full stature of Christ”
(verses 12-13, New Revised
Standard Version throughout).

He also mentions other gifts,
services and activities that are
not limited to the ministry:
“There are varieties of gifts, but
the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the
same Lord; and there are vari-
eties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of

(See PERSONAL, page 6)

Texas couple demonstrates
spirit of service, volunteerism

GLADEWATER, Texas—Mem-
bers Joe and Karen Campbell are
putting Christian values to work in
the East Texas community. The
Campbells are foster parents who
have opened their home to 20

Zi}nbabweans tackle tough times

By Becky Sweat
Zimbabwe has just been
through its worst drought in a cen-
tury, food prices are skyrocketing
and jobs are hard to find, yet “if

you visited the Harare church, you

wouldn’t be able to tell there was
a drought or any other prob-
lems,” said Aldrin Mandimi-
ka, pastor of the Harare,
Zimbabwe,
church.

Zimbabwe is

home to two con- \ ZIMBA

gregations: Harare,

the nation’s capital, o
with 300 brethren in B
attendance, and Bulawayo, :

\
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235 miles southwest of Harare,

with a church attendance of 115.
By far, one of their biggest con-
cemns has been the drought, at its
worst from 1991 to 1992. “Our
summer, from mid-November
until April, is our

rainy season.
i We have
| - received

\

good rains
Hararee I’

e Gweru

S
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so far this

year and we
hope it continues,”
Mr. Mandimika said.

“Although the situation seems
to have improved, we still need
brethren to continue praying about
that. It’s going to take a lot more
rain to normalize the situation
down here.”

With the drought came short-
ages of food, inflation and lost
jobs. Staples such as corn, wheat

and beef have had to be imported
from the United States and Euro-
pean Community, further escalat-
ing prices.

Sabbath meetings cut short

Next to the drought, the biggest
concern for Harare brethren is
finding a suitable hall for Sabbath
services.

For 14 years the Harare church
met at the Zimbabwe College of

Music’s auditorium for Sabbath

services. Last June the col-

lege decided to expand their

weekend program, requir-

-ing the Harare church to

find another place to meet.

“It’s not easy for a con-

gregation our size to find

a hall where we can all

meet together,” Mr. Man-

dimika said. “The alternative

would be to have an a.m. and

p-m. service, but most halls do not

want to give us their facilities for

an entire day, especially when

they can make a lot more money

renting their hall out for weddings
and parties.”

Last August the Harare church
could not meet at all because
they didn’t have a hall. A few
months later they found a cinema

(See ZIMBABWE, page 4)
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abused and neglected children over
the past three years.

“This is exactly the kind of
example that I love to see our
members set,” said Pastor General
Joseph W. Tkach. “It is very
encouraging to see our members
contribute so lovingly to the com-
munity.”

The Campbells are one of about
35 licensed foster-care homes in
Gregg County. They became
interested through Mr. Campbell’s
brother-in-law, a policeman who
often recounted incidents about
children he saw on the streets.

‘It’s not my problem’

“Some say, ‘It’s not my prob-
lem,” but we believe it is possible
to break the child abuse cycle,”
said Mrs. Campbell. “We are their
role models.”

To become foster parents, the

i
Joster

e

to my

Campbells were required to attend
a 10-week course, Multiple
Approach to Partnership Parenting
(MAPP). Many would-be foster
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parents drop out after the first
class.

“They did everything to dis-

. courage us, because it

is definitely a chal-

lenge,” said Mr. Camp-

. bell, who teaches phys-

ical education at
Ambassador College.

In 1992 Mrs. Camp-
see me as your real mother :

YBouecamay ngtx didn’t growy‘“s'df e my body- lt)glel Gre 2’;5'32?,’“?;

seeus(".:lyas my real daughter eart Foster Family Associ-
st have grown inside my heart ion. Thi h

Because you o let you down. ation. This year s g
somanypeoi)‘e“a : works as training an

Far too few have joved you enough recruitment coordina-

nd althoug |
gr take away all your pain,

| can offer you @

i | can't heal your wounds

\
ns to smile.

tor, volunteering 10
to 20 hours a week
training other foster

jve you reaso parents.
:\ggo?nise%o try my best g She also trained
To give you all that you ; licensed day-care
To be there whenever | Ca“‘;we = centers, conducted
" And to love you, 10 always s " support groups for
" —Karen Campbe foster parents, orga-

(See COUPLE, page 3)
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Courageous Czech leads through words

BOREHAMWOOD, England—
“ “In the beginning was the Word’;
so it states [in] one of the most
important books known to us.
What is meant in that book is that
the Word of God is the source of
all creation.”

This is how Vaclav Havel be-
gan his acceptance speech for a
peace prize awarded him in
Germany in October 1989, be-

fore the peaceful Velvet Revo-

VACLAV HAVEL

lution in Czechoslovakia that
brought him to political promi-
nence.

It is highly unusual for any
political leader (particularly in
secular Europe) to begin a
speech in such a manner.

European Diary

By John Ross Schroeder

Vaclav Havel was born in the
Czech Republic (formerly Czech-

~ oslovakia) in 1936. He is, in addi-

tion to holding office, one of
Eastern Europe’s most brilliant

“From Havel, we
learn that the true
heroes of our time
are those who stay
the course™—Bruce
Chatwin, author.

essayists and playwrights.

His plays were often alle-
gories that showed the moral
weakness of the former govern-
ment, and, in 1979—after years
of harassment, detentions and
surveillance by the communist
regime in Czechoslovakia—he
was imprisoned for four years.
He was sentenced to a further

nine months in 1989.

Yet, both as prisoner and
president, Mr. Havel has used
words to inspire higher morali-

ty.
From prisoner to president

Paradoxically, the revolution
in Czechoslovakia propelled Mr.
Havel from lowly prisoner
directly into the presidency.

In his book Summer Medita-
tions he recalls his feelings
about that event: “When the idea
first came up that I let my name
stand for President of
Czechoslovakia, it seemed like
an absurd joke....

“Slightly less than a month
after this shocking proposal was
put to me, I was unanimously
elected President of my coun-

Yet in two years Mr. Havel
witnessed the breakup of his
beloved country into two sepa-
rate states: the Czech Republic
and Slovakia.

Letters for this section should
be addressed to “Letters to the
Editor.” The editor reserves the right
to use letters so addressed in whole
or in part, and to include your name
and edit the letter for clarity or space.
We welcome your comments.

Weights lifted off shoulders

This is a long overdue letter, Mr.
Tkach, but I just want to send you
thanks for your leadership. You are
daily in my prayers. I ask God to protect
you and pour out his Spirit upon you so
you can direct the Church in the way he
desires.

I pray for wisdom, understanding,
knowledge and insight for you plus I
pray that there will be unity and a team
spirit at headquarters.

Your Feast sermon, the follow-up arti-
cles in your “Personal” in the WN and
your letter dated Nov. 24 have been so
encouraging and uplifting to me. It is as
though weights have been lifted off my
shoulders.

It is good to have a better understand-
ing of Matthew 22:37-40 of loving both
God and mankind. I couldn’t understand
the connection between the two verses
because we did tend to avoid the world
in general.

To top it off, my husband left the
Church almost eight years ago. I had a
tough time learning how to love and
obey God and love my husband at the

Our whole family hurt so much. My
husband was severely depressed and the
children and I were lost as to how to
help him and ourselves. I asked God to
help me be a peacemaker as mentioned
in James 3:17-18 because I never under-
stood how to really love but I knew I had
to.

The outcome has been very positive.
We both have matured in our love for
each other and God has blessed our mar-
riage with peace and contentment.

What your sermon did for me was
bring me an excitement and a content-
_ ment I have never experienced before. I
know that God’s ways work.

You are teaching us to be Christians,
to think like Christ in everything we
do. I am excited and encouraged with
the growth that will happen in the
Church.

Many thanks to you and to the entire
ministry. I really appreciate our local
ministers. They are very loving and gen-
tle with us and very dedicated to God’s
truth.

Manitoba
- 1 < IR - ¢
How we cope with change
My wife and I have been members of

the Worldwide Church of God since

1984. We are far from being referred to
as veterans of the Church, but we have
witnessed many changes already and we
have coped.

There are varied reasons why we man-
age to cope with the changes. We have
come to strongly believe that the Holy
Bible is indeed God Almighty speaking
to mankind via our Lord Jesus Christ.
This has been the case since our parents
Adam and Eve.

As we study the Holy Bible, we see
that God has commanded man to
make one out of two choices. This is
tough.

The two choices are: 1) change in
order to become like God in character;
2) don’t change, resist change, instead
become like Satan the devil.

Your involvement in the Work pro-
duces fruit. In this column prospective
members, co-workers, subscribers to
the Work’s publications and viewers
of the World Tomorrow telecast ex-
press their views and opinions.

Rising out of desolation

If it were not for The Plain Truth that
P’ve gotten these many years, I wouldn’t
be here writing this letter.

For over 20 years I've praved for my
daughter who was a heroin addict.
Though she is in prison now, she has
been off drugs for 11 months. God has
answered my prayers, not my way but
his way.

I am a caregiver for my mother who is
83 and has a bad heart. Now the doctor
has told me she has cancer in her lung. I
pray for her because she lacks faith, and
not for her illness.

I pray for my grandson whom I had
raised since an infant because I suspect
he is taking drugs. Every night for so
many years of ups and downs, I have
prayed.

The PT is my life preserver. When I
was floundering in a sea of self-pity,
reading it lifted my faith out of the dark
waters of desolation.

Franklin Park, Hlinois
¥ Y W

Great learning tool

I wanted to write and tell you that
your article in the February Plain Truth
on “Without Consent” was a great learn-
ing tool for me. I have read the article
twice now.

We also believe that our pastor gen-
eral is the man God is using in effect-
ing changes within the Church. God
believes in sound leadership.

Therefore, whenever a change is
effected by Mr. Tkach, we consider it
to be very serious. We are pleased to
know that the pastor general employs
others to assist him in making tough
decisions.

We have learned that we must always
change if the change will draw us closer
to God. We believe that as long as we
are human beings, we have to keep on
changing—both physically and spiritual-
ly.
Physically, it is evident that we keep
on changing—this is despite the fact that
we like it or not. Only God Almighty
does not change. He is perfect in every
respect.

We are careful not to resist change—
no matter how insignificant it may
appear to us.

Jani and Victoria Simulambo
Mhlume, Swaziland

1 found it to be a very helpful atticle,
since my mother was raped. I could
never understand why or how she feels. I
have shared the article with my mother.

Jennie Achtemichuk wrote this article
with great compassion. She explains in
great detail how to help survivors of
rape. -

I found the Bible verses to be a big
help in understanding how God would
want us to handle those feelings both
the victim and family or friends would
have toward the violator. Again, it was a
great learning tool for me, and I will

+ always cherish this article.

Warren, Pennsylvahia
G- o ol - ¢

‘Don’t wait like I did’

1 read your article “Without Consent:
How to Help Survivors of Rape,” by
Jennie Achtemichuk. It was a great
article. It taught me a lot about rape,
because I have been raped five times
since I was little. Now I am 17 years
old.

I always thought it was my fault
because I got raped. But I know it wasn’t
my fault. I think people who rape
women and men are very sick and they
need help.

It 1s hard for women out here in this
world today because you have to be safe
and protective over yourself.

If you have been raped, talk to some-
one about it. Don’t wait to tell later. You
need to tell as soon as possible. Don’t
wait like I did. I'm a friend telling a
friend. Get help. -
North Carolina

This was considered inevitable
by most commentators because
of the two primary ethnic
groups—10 million Czechs and
five million Slovaks.

Solid moral stability

President Havel believes that
the change taking place in East-
ern Europe must be firmly
grounded in solid moral stabili-
ty.

In Summer Meditations he
writes: “It is my responsibility to
stress the significance of moral
values and standards in all
spheres of social life ... to
explain that if we don’t cultivate
what I call ‘higher responsibili-
ty,” things will turn out very
badly for our country.”

Such a call for higher values
is vital. There has been an
explosion of social vice in East-
ern Europe. <= :

When revolution removed the
communist blanket, then ethnic
hatred, politicking, pornography,
unadulterated ambition and rob-
bery emerged out of the national
woodwork.

Yet Mr. Havel stood his
ground: “Some say I’m a naive
dreamer, who is trying always to

combine the incompatible: poli-
tics and morality. I know this
very well; I’ve heard it all my
life.”

He continues: “It is simply
not true that politicians must
lie or intrigue.”

Havel and the Word

While president, he broadcast
to the country no less than 99
times, and besides numerous
speeches and television appear-
ances, he wrote a book clearly
setting out a moral view of the
world.

His aim to inspire higher val-
ues is an honorable cause. As
Proverbs 16:23 says: “A wise
man’s heart guides his mouth,
and his lips promote instruc-
tion.”

We conclude with the final
words in his remarkable speech
of October 1989.

“Responsibility for and toward
words is a task which is intrinsi-
cally ethical. As such, however,
it 1s situated beyond the horizon
of the visible world, in that
realm wherein dwells the Word
that was in the beginning and is
not the word of man.” -

What Mr. Havel is saying is
that the source of morality lies
not in the realm of human
beings, but in the realm of the
spirit.

Members help conserve
British hedgerows

Volunteer work is a
valuable contribution
to Britain’s
countryside

DUNSTABLE, England—
Members and families here are
taking part in countryside con-
servation work.

Brethren meet once a month
with other volunteers from the
Chiltern Society, a nonprofit
conservation organization in the
region, to work on projects to
improve the environment.

The group has already worked
on clearing footpaths, cleaning
up ponds and hedge laying.

Julie Wilson, organizer of the
group, works with area parish
councils and countryside conser-
vation organizations to arrange
the activities.

“We care about the Chiltern
chalklands area in which we live
and found that helping the
Chiltern Society was an ideal
way of doing our part in main-
taining the appearance of our

local environment,” said Bill
Mudford, a church volunteer.

Brethren participated in a
mammoth hedge-laying project
in January in the village of
Kensworth, Bedfordshire.

Fifty-five volunteers worked
on preserving the ancient hedge-
TOW.

The event was well publi-
cized, Radio Bedfordshire giving
coverage in advance, and televi-
sion cameras were there.

Members of the Dunstable
YOU group joined brethren to
plant hedges on a Sunday morn-
ing in February. The group of 20
planted about 300 meters (about
330 yards) of hedge plants in
two hours.

The plants—hawthorn, black-
thorn, wild rose and maple—
take about two years to grow
into hedges.

Since 25 percent of Britain’s
hedgerows were destroyed after
World War II, such work is a
valuable contribution to Britain’s
countryside. The British govern-
ment has encouraged farmers and
landowners to restore hedges to
their land.

application.

cancel your reservations.

Youths may apply as
campers or workers for

Alaskan SEP in July

he Alaska Summer Educational Program (SEP) is once

again available to_Youth Opportunities United members
from throughout the United States. The dates for this year’s
program are July 10 to 25. The arrival dates are July 8 or 9,
and the departure date is July 26.

The tuition for the camp is $275, the same as for the SEP
camps in Orr, Minnesota, and Pasadena. Youths may apply
either as a camper or a worker by using one of the
applications for Orr or Pasadena.

Applicants should write the word Alaska in bold letters at
the top of the application and submit it to their pastor for his
approval. Applicants will be notified of acceptance or denial
as soon as the applications can be processed.

Since air travel to Alaska is heavily booked during the
summer months, you may wish to go ahead and make
refundable reservations as soon as you have completed the

If you are not accepted, there will be plenty of time to
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Jordan basketball team tours
Los Angeles, plays YOU teams

Ambassador Foundation Inter-
national in Pasadena was host to
the Amman, Jordan, Baccalaure-
ate School (ABS) boys basketball
team Dec. 24 to Jan. 5.

The ABS, a new center added
to the Jordan project this year, is
an international baccalaureate
school designed for students to
complete their standard high-
school-level course work at the
end of the 10th grade.

The Jordanian and international
students then matriculate into the
international baccalaureate pro-
gram (IB), which is set up at the
collegiate level to give students a

head start in university course
work.

Two Ambassador College alum-
ni, Ryan Fuessel from Pensacola,
Florida, and Mike Smith from
Phenix City, Alabama, are spend-
ing this academic year as volun-
teers in the Jordan school’s physi-
cal education department.

They teach progressive physical
education to students in grades 2
through 11, and coach the varsity
and middle school girls and boys
basketball, volleyball and track
teams.

The ABS team, which spent 12
days touring Pasadena and Los

Angeles, included Imad Thatha,
physical education director, and
10 players from the ABS basket-
ball team.

The team played against the
Pasadena West A.M. and P.M.
YOU teams and the Imperial High
School basketball team. In addi-
tion, the team visited Disneyland
and Universal Studios, and attend-
ed a Los Angeles Lakers basket-
ball game and the Rose Parade.
The high point of the trip for them
was shopping at the malls.

The Foundation makes possible
such experiences, which for the
team will be lifetime memories.

Good triumphs, villain undone
in YOU-produced melodrama

Ballad of Gopher
Gap lets Texas
teens get into the act
before packed houses

BIG SANDY—“It’s melodra-
ma. It’s the type of play in which
good triumphs over evil, the guy
gets the girl and the villain gets
undone,” said Danny Smith, asso-
ciate professor of English at
Ambassador College, referring to
the play, The Ballad of Gopher
Gap.

Big Sandy YOU members pro-
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duced the play for area brethren
with two performances, Feb. 6
and 7.

Eleven cast members and 19

support personnel made their act-

ing debut to packed audiences
both nights.

Several months earlier Dr.
Smith, director of the play, met
with parents and YOU members
to discuss the possibility of
putting on a play.

He suggested three plays to the
group, while stressing the impor-
tance of hard work and commit-
ment necessary to put such a pro-
gram together.

The youths chose the Western
melodrama, largely because it fea-
tured audience participation.

Rehearsals got under way in

mid-November, while parents
began helping YOU members
with developing the program, con-
structing props, stage setup, cos-
tumes and lighting.

Member Annie Potter, owner
and founder of Annie’s Attic Inc.,
made her company’s auditorium
available to the cast for weekly
rehearsals and performances.

Cindy McLendon, a cast moth-
er, commented on the positive
effect the production had on all
age levels.

“With each rehearsal, enthusi-
asm and commitment increased,
and friendships were strengthened
among all the teens. It was a
growing experience for everyone,
and nonathletic teens were given
an opportunity to really shine.”

arrangements.

break.

oseph W. Locke, vice president of Ambassador Foundation
International, and his assistant, Daniel Vander Poel, visited
Ambassador Foundation’s projects in Amman, Jordan, in Jan-
uary. They met with Queen Noor and worked on Feast

Fifteen Ambassador College students work at five centers,
helping teach disabled children. Mr. Locke traveled with the
Ambassador student volunteers in Syria during their winter

At the same time, U.S., French and British planes were
bombing targets in Iraqg, but this created no difficulties for the
group, nor for the projects in Jordan.

Mr. Locke was host at a dinner for the heads of the various
schools where the Ambassador students work. Most of them
had not previously met each other.

Prince Ra’ad and Princess Majda were hosts for a lunch at
their home in honor of Mr. Locke and the Foundation. They
asked that Mr. Locke relay to Mr. Tkach their appreciation for
the continual support of the Foundation and Church over the
past 10 years, especially during the Gulf War.

The Foundation was the only American organization to con-
tinue to aid the centers during the Gulf War.

Foundation International.

Rabey.

Thurty Ambassador College students will serve on proj-
ects sponsored by the Ambassador Foundation in Jor-
dan, Sri Lanka and Thailand during 1993 and 1994,
announced Joseph Locke, vice president of Ambassador

Jordan: Scott Bacher, Mark Friesen, Brian McBride,
Kelly Reagan, Thad Roemer, Jason Yeats, Sam Burnett,
Daren Clayton, Jill Blakeman Deborah Harris, Kimberly
Hemsley, Joanne Hutchison, Melanie Mayer, Brenda
Szymkowiak, Shari Miller and Desiree Roland.

Sri Lanka: Patrick Bryant, Christopher Burton, Steve
Hunter, Alaric Kurzawa, Nerissa LeBlanc, Trisha Kaleho,
Amy Nelson and Yolanda Weatherspoon.

Thailand: Kenneth Danes, David Dickinson, Brad Mar-
shall, Shelly Coffman, Sandra Feltracco and Carmen

Barbados church marks 25th

By Rhonda Payne
and Carlos Harding
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados—
The Barbados church celebrated
its 25th anniversary with a series
of activities the weekend of Feb.
6and 7.

Rhonda Payne and Carlos
Harding are members who
attend the Bridgetown church.

Joining with pastor Victor
Simpson, his wife, Grace, and the
Bridgetown congregation for the
celebrations were evangelist Colin
Adair, regional director; Stan
Bass, first pastor of the church,

and his wife, Millie; Edward
Straughan, St. Lucia pastor, and
his wife, Esther. Mr. Straughan
was the first person baptized here
in 1965.

Messages were read from min-
isters Arnold Hampton and Lin-
coln Jailal, who formerly served
here.

At Sabbath services Mr. Adair
presented commemorative plaques
to several people in recognition of
25 years of service to the
Bridgetown church: Mr. and Mrs.
Bass, Ezekiel and Natalie Mayers,
Joseph Ashby, Alwin Moseley
and Aldin Sealy.

A group of members who were

present at the first service per-
formed special Sabbath music.

In his sermon Mr. Bass remi-
nisced about the events leading
up to the founding of the church
Feb. 3, 1968, by Herbert W. Arm-
strong and encouraged brethren to
continue, in spite of trials, to
endure to the end. After the Sab-
bath a dinner and dance took
place at the Hilton Hotel.

A church band provided some
of the music. Cuthbert and Eslyn
Williams, who were present at the
first service, cut an anniversary
cake. The celebrations climaxed
with a pageant of song, dance and
modeling.
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(Continued from page 1)
nized fund-raisers and lectured at
community societies.

She has been asked to speak at
Lions, Rotary and Kiwanis clubs
about child abuse and the commu-
nity’s continual need for foster
homes. She has also organized
two statewide conferences for pro-
moting community awareness of
difficulties facing both foster chil-
dren and parents.

Beyond duty’s call

Although the state provides
modest funding for each child in
their care, the Campbells have con-
tributed much of their own money
feeding and clothing the children.

They bought a van out of their
savings to assist them, are provid-
ing orthodontic work for two chil-
dren and will pay for one child’s
education by correspondence, so

she can skip a grade to catch up
with others her age.

They regularly take the children
on family outings, to amusement

parks and movies, and summer

vacations, all out of their own
money.

They were nominated for the
1991 Foster Family of the Year
Award in Texas. Because of her
example, Mrs. Campbell was invit-
ed to serve on the regional adviso-
ry board to VISTA (Volunteers in
Service to America), a branch of
the Peace Corps whose purpose is
to eliminate poverty and poverty-
related problems. She advises
VISTA volunteers on how they can
best serve the community.

Family benefits

Mrs. Campbell believes foster-
ing has been good for their own
two daughters—Micah, 6, and
Daryn, 3. “It has helped them
become more compassionate and
sensitive to the fact that other kids

have problems,” she explained.

Micah told her mother one day,
“We just need to be here so we
can love them.”

Foster parenting is far more
than baby-sitting. “We can give
the kids a safe haven. Hopefully
they can draw back on their mem-
ories of a functional family with
us and help break the cycle of
abuse,” said Mrs. Campbell.

“When they leave, it’s hard
because you always ask yourself,
‘Have I done enough?’ ™

The Campbells regularly make
long-distance phone calls and give
presents to children no longer in
their care. Pictures line their living
room bookshelves, and calendars
are marked with everyone’s birth-
days.

“We always tell them to keep in
touch,” said Mrs. Campbell. “It’s
so wonderful later when children
call back and say they love us and
we made a difference in their
lives.”

Feast Update

The sites in Bermuda; ltaly;
Malta; Caloundra, Australia;
and Llandudno, Wales; are
closed, and no further appli-
cations can be accepted.

0

Humanities Building Fundl

STILL CLIMBING—As of Feb-
ruary 28, individuals and
church areas have donated
$864,296.47 to the building
fund.
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College news, events and updates

Outreach light shines

Kenneth Goodrow and Kelly
Patmor represented Outreach, the
student community service orga-
nization, at a meeting of the East
Texas Literacy Council (ETLC) in
Longview, Texas, Feb. 18.

Nan Moore, executive director
of the Tyler Literacy Council,
suggested Outreach be presented
to other colleges as a model for
organizing service efforts.

Mindy Beavers, ETLC tutoring
coordinator, said Ambassador stu-
dents should “present Outreach at
national conventions for literacy
and community service” and
emphasized the importance of
“the service-oriented value system
you operate by in Outreach and at
Ambassador College.”

She complimented the quality
of Outreach volunteers, contrasted
with the volunteer “burnout” in
other literacy programs.

Job fair provides
contacts

Feb. 23 about 250 students
attended the college’s job fair,
which offered a wide variety of
career contacts and information.

College President Donald Ward
emphasized to prospective em-
ployers the high quality of
Ambassador students. He outlined
six characteristics that make them
valuable employees: computer lit-
eracy, communication skills, lead-
ership skills, true values, sound
physical health and character.

Students said they were gener-
ally pleased with the variety and
quality of companies at the fair
and the chance to find job possi-
bilities they had not censidered.

One marketing representative
said of the students: “I think the

intelligence, the way they handle
themselves, their communication,
demeanor and personal presenta-
tion is a cut above a university of
any size. An impressive group.”

Speech and Mass
Communications
combine

The Mass Communications and
Speech Communication depart-
ments were combined to form a
new academic unit, the Communi-
cation Department, chaired by
Dennis Robertson.

“The consolidation of these two
important departments will
strengthen our overall communi-
cation program by combining
resources, sharing goals and capi-
talizing on the talents of a unified
communications faculty,” said
President Donald Ward.

Mr. Robertson added: “Our
goal is to develop and enhance the
students’ thinking, writing and
speaking abilities and to prepare
them to excel as professional
communicators in whatever field
they wish to enter.”

The department will have four
areas of academic emphasis: jour-
nalism, public relations, radio and
television, and speech.

Gary Shaffer, former Speech
Communication Department
chair, who will continue to teach,
was appointed general manager of
Ambassador Colleze Radio, a pro-
ject the college hopes will lead to
an on-air, community-service FM
radio station in two or three years.

Faculty milestones

Howard Baker, associate pro-
fessor of business administration,
received a Ph.D. in business
administration Dec. 19 from the

University of Texas at Arlington.

Gary Antion, director of coun-
seling services, Edward Mauzey,
counselor, and Stanley Murphy,
director of residence life, re-
ceived the licensed marriage and
family therapist certification
from the Texas State
Board of Examiners of
Marriage and Family
Therapists in Decem-
ber.

William Johnson,
dean of faculty, and his
wife, A.B. Johnson, pro-
fessor of home eco-
nomics, traveled to
Austin, Texas, in Jan-
uary to present a paper
on work culture at the
annual conference of the
Southwest Education
Research Association.

The Western States
Bar Conference, Carmel,
California, accepted a
paper on the assessment
of fundamental skills for
lawyers coauthored by
Dr. Johnson and Billy E.
Askins. Dr. Askins, for-
mer dean of Texas Tech
University and a former
member of Ronald Rea-
gan’s presidential transi-
tion team, presented the
paper at the conference
in February.

Sports update

In men’s basketball,
the Royals ended the
season with 16 wins and
14 losses.

A number of school
records were set: junior
Randy Pack of Pleas-
antville, New York, set
the single-game scoring

record with 42 points against East
Texas Baptist Feb. 8; freshman Jeff
Servidio of Baltimore, Maryland,
had 136 assists for the season; and
junior Shawn Peterson of Central
Square, New York, had 52 steals.

In the national NAIA Division II

RECORD SETTER—Junior Randy Pack set an
Ambassador record by scoring 42 points in the Royals’
126-99 win over East Texas Baptist Feb. 8. [Photo by
Audrey Walden]

rankings released Feb. 22, senior
Amman Thomas of St. Petersburg,
Florida, was sixth in the nation in
shooting percentage, at 66.5. He
finished with a percentage of 65.8,
also a new school record.

As a team, the Royals were tied
for 13th in the nation in shooting
percentage, at 50.9. In a vote of
the 13 coaches in District 8, Pack
was named to the All-District first
team, Peterson was
named to the second team
and Thomas received
honorable mention.

In women’s basket-
ball, the Lady Royals
ended their season with
a record of 8 wins, 15
losses. Cheryl Smith, a
sophomore from Cal-
houn City, Mississippi,
was the team’s leading
scorer, with an average
of 19.5 points per game
(ranked 20th in the
nation as of Feb. 22).
Smith also averaged 8.0
rebounds per game.

The men’s volleyball
team traveled to Col-
orado Springs, Col-
orado, to play in the
Presidents’ Day Tourna-
ment at the Air Force
Academy.

The Royals received a
plaque after winning
five- of eight matches to
finish third in the tour-
nament. The team won
three more matches on
the road before losing a
close match in their
home opener Feb. 27
against Baylor.

March 1 the Royals
played against four other
teams to win the Texas
NAIA Invitational Tour-
nament in Big Sandy.
That brought the team
record to 15 wins and
five losses.

Zimbabwe

(Continued from page 1)
conveniently located for brethren.

The search is still on, however,
for a more suitable hall. “We have
to provide extra lighting on our
own at the cinema so brethren
can have enough light to read
their Bibles,” Mr. Mandimika
said.

One main problem is the
time restrictions on the cine-
ma. During school holidays
the cinema shows movies to
schoolchildren at noon, and
the church has to be out of
the hall by 11:30 a.m., so ser-
vices have to be cut to an
hour and a half. Even during
the rest of the year, the
church can only have the hall
until 12:30 p.m.

Services start at 10 a.m.
during school holidays and at
10:30 a.m. the rest of the year.

hardships

services, most brethren have to get
up by 5 or 6 am. to be there on
time.

Few brethren can afford cars,
and most rely on public trans-

Although the church has the
hall starting at 8 a.m. on Sat-
urdays, asking the brethren to
come any earlier than 10 a.m. is
not practical considering travel
time.

It can take two or three hours
one way by bus to get to Sabbath
services, and even with 10 a.m.

ELINAH AND ALDRIN MANDIMIKA

portation to get around.

“You have to wait in line a
long time to get on a bus. When
a bus does come, it may fill up
and you’re still left standing
outside. Another bus may come
and you still won’t be able to

,.,wwkm,.m,,k.‘}

later than March 31.

; March 31 is the last date that the Mail Processing Center
can receive requests for personalized offering envelopes and
have them reach you by the first Holy Day, April 6.

U.S. Holy Day Envelopes Mailed /

ffering envelopes for the Spring Holy Day season have
been mailed to U.S. members. If yours don’t arrive by
March 29, please call the toll-free number (1-800-423-4444) no

Also, please remember that these envelopes are for Holy
- Day offerings only. Regular donations and requests for
literature, should be sent separately.

get on,” Mr. Mandimika said.

Dad and ‘Little Dad’

Amidst these difficulties, strong
family relationships are a big
blessing, Mr. Mandimika said,
with little distinction between
extended and immediate family
members, as in the Western
world. Family is family, period.

“In our culture, the word
‘cousin’ does not exist. We
refer to our cousins as brothers
and sisters, because that’s how
close we are.

“Likewise, your father’s
brother is not your ‘uncle,’ he’s
as good as your Dad. There’s a
word meaning ‘little Dad,” in
the sense you have other dads
on a lower level, but they are
still your dads,” he said.

“Even people from the vil-
lage I come from, nonrelatives,
refer to me as their brother,”
said Mr. Mandimika.

When problems arise, the
family is there for support. “If a
person loses his job, his rela-
tives will do whatever they can to
help out. They will offer him a
place to stay, clothe him, feed him.

“They may be poor, they may
not have enough food to feed their
own families. But whatever food
they have, they’ll share it, and
they’ll find a way to make things

 last.”

The family intervenes in other
situations, too. “If I had a dis-
agreement with my wife, I would
go maybe to my wife’s aunt,
explain to her what happened and
the family would try to help me
resolve the situation.”

Mr. Mandimika added: “We are
a united church in Zimbabwe.
Relationships among members are
good and people fellowship a lot
with each other. Times may be

tough economically, but brethren

are making the most of a less-
than-ideal situation.”

residents of the United States.

immigration lottery:

ALBANIA FRANCE
ALGERIA GERMANY
ARGENTINA GIBRALTAR
AUSTRIA GREAT BRITAIN
BELGIUM GUADELOUPE
BERMUDA HUNGARY
CANADA ICELAND
CZECH REP. ' INDONESIA
DENMARK IRELAND
ESTONIA ITALY
FINLAND JAPAN

may write or call:

country.

number is 1-202-663-1600.

¢ Immigrant Visa Lottery

It is the Church’s policy to aid Church members with legal
problems, as an act of love, whenever practical to do so. We
would like to help Church members who are natives of the
countries listed below and who would like to become permanent

The Department of State occasionally will conduct an
immigration lottery and grant 40,000 immigrant visas to
applicants whose names are drawn by random selection.
Natives from the following countries can participate in the

LATVIA SLOVAKIA
LIECHTENSTEIN SWEDEN
LITHUANIA SWITZERLAND
LUXEMBOURG TUNISIA
MONACO

NETHERLANDS

NEW CALEDONIA

NORTHERN IRELAND
NORWAY

POLAND

SAN MARINO

If you would like to participate in the lottery, it is extremely
important that you do so by filing an application containing the
information specifically required. The application period for
registration began at midnight Tuesday, March 2, and will end at
midnight Wednesday, March 31.

If you want to receive further information in this regard, you

1. If you live overseas, the American Consulate in your

2. If you live in the United States, the AA-1 Lottery, 1401
Wilson Blvd., No. 300, Arlington, Virginia, 22209. The phone

3. If you cannot receive information from other sources, you
may call the Church’s Legal Service Department and ask the
operator for information on the Immigrant Lottery Program.

R
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correctly returned.
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}ig Sandy Memorabilia Sought

n conjunction with its 40th anniversary celebration, the Big

Sandy congregation requests your help. If you have photos,
film footage or associated memorabilia that could be used in
the anniversary program, please send them as soon as
possible to 40th Anniversary Photos, Box 866, Big Sandy,
Texas, 75755. Please identify all items clearly, so they can be
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You can choose to become
vulnerable and dare to care

Turn your life
completely over to
God. Be wholly
dependent upon him
and reach out to
others. That's how
we reflect God’s

light.

- By Ted Johnston

A powerful scene in the movie
Gone With the Wind occurs with
Scarlett O’Hara standing in a
field, looking out across her
beloved plantation-home Tara.

Feelings of sorrow mixed with
anger erupt as she views the terri-
ble devastation left by the Civil
War. The once stately family
mansion now lies in charred
ruins.

Ted Johnston pastors the
Grand Junction and Craig,
Colorado, churches.

Clearly suffering from the
humiliation and deprivation of
the war, Scarlett raises her fist
toward heaven and vows, “I’ll
never be hungry again!”

Her words give voice to a prin-
cipal aspect of human nature—
the drive for self-protection. It’s
the “circle-the-wagons™ mentality
that says, “I’ll never allow myself
to be vulnerable again.”

Like Scarlett O’Hara we all
have our self-protective ways.
These make us feel secure and
gradually become part of our
identity: “Surely every man
walketh in a vain shew [image or
identity]™ (Psalm 39:6, King
James Version).

Later, Christ says to us: “The
man who loves his life will lose
it, while the man who hates his
life in this world will keep it for
eternal life” (John 12:25, New
International Version through-
out).

With these words Christ is say-
ing: “The man who seeks to pro-
tect the self will ultimately lose it
all. Give up your self-centered
ways and follow me—establish a
new identity!”

Radical change to give up self

That is a radical change be-
cause from the beginning man
has sought to control his own
destiny. Even in the protective
environment of Eden, Adam and
Eve sought self-determination.

We’'re no different. To give up
the self runs counter to human
nature. It makes us uncomfort-
able—it makes us feel vulnera-
ble.

But Christ says: “If anyone
would come after me, he must
deny himself” (Matthew 16:24).
To show us how, Christ modeled
self-denial every day of his
human life. He showed us what it
means to choose to be vulnerable.

It began when “the Word
became flesh and made his
dwelling among us” (John 1:14).
Christ humbled himself, willingly
laid aside his prerogatives of

divinity and took the form of a
man (Philippians 2:6-8).

Jesus continuously rejected any
thoughts of self-protectiveness.
When Lazarus died, for example,
Jesus went to visit his close
friend’s tomb, prepared to bring
Lazarus back to life.

But when he saw the deep sor-
row of the mourners, it says sim-
ply, but powerfully, “Jesus wept”
(John 11:35). In this there was no
preserving of a self-image. Christ
simply and openly expressed
genuine caring for others.

Christ’s vulnerability was also
expressed in his commitment to
forsake any personal agenda to
embrace God’s.

“I tell you the truth, the Son
can do nothing by himself; he can
do only what he sees his Father
doing, because whatever the
Father does the Son also does”
(John 5:19).

Christ calls on us to do the
same. He asks us to forsake our
own self-serving ways, and walk
in his light.

“Who among you fears the
Lord and obeys the word of his
servant? Let him who walks in
the dark, who has no light, trust
in the name of the Lord and rely
on his God. But now, all you who
light [your own] fires and pro-
vide yourselves with flaming
torches, go, walk in the light of
your fires and of the torches you
have set ablaze. This is what you
shall receive from"my hand: You
will lie down in torment” (Isaiah
50:10-11).

Lighting our own fires

To light our own fire is a
metaphor for rejecting God and
protecting the self. It’s like wak-
ing up in the middle of the night
in a strange motel room.

The placement of furniture is
unfamiliar—we’re disoriented
and therefore uncomfortable. So
how do we cope? We switch on a
light—perhaps we keep the bath-
room light on all night.

We often cope with the emo-
tional disorientation and discom-
fort of life in a similar way. We
don’t like pain, and to protect
ourselves we build our own
fires—we revert to the old famil-
iar, self-protecting ways of acting
and thinking.

But if they make us feel tem-
porarily secure, it won’t last—
we’ll eventually “lie down in tor-
ment.”

God calls on us to extinguish
our own fires and choose to walk
in his light—the way of self-
denial. To do so requires we take
risks, including the risk of being
hurt when we actively love oth-
ers.
God’s way is not easy (Mat-

thew 7:14)—particularly for:

those who have been hurt badly
in the past. For some, protecting
and relying on the self appeared
to be the only way to survive in a
world full of terrible sin and
depravity.

But Christ says, in effect: “T'll
teach you a better way. I'll give
you the courage to care and be
there with you as you reach out
to others.”

Do we realize how much we
need this help? Let’s take a good
look at our human relationships.
Are they shallow and few?
Rather than being devoted to lov-
ing others, are we giving our
energy to self-protection, vowing
never to be hurt or betrayed
again? If so, we need God’s help
to change.

Walking in God’s light means
taking risks to love others. It
means daring to care.

And we’ll keep on caring
knowing that sometimes we’ll get
hurt—at times we’ll join Christ
in suffering to serve. But we’ll
refuse to retreat into self-protec-
tiveness.

If we hold back, we continue to
cower in the light of our own
fires. We're still defensive and

standoffish—dependent on our-
selves rather than dependent on
God. We're reaching into our-
selves rather than reaching out to
others.

What do you believe?

Christ wants to transform us.
And our response to his work in
us is a matter of faith that
involves answering these ques-
tions: Do we believe God as a
loving Father is committed to our
deepest well-being?

Do we believe that he has the
right to use everything that we
are for whatever purposes he sees
best?

Do we believe that surrender-
ing our will and life entirely to
him will bring us the deepest joy
and fulfillment we can know?

If we really believe that the
answers are yes, then we will
turn from our self-sufficient ways
of thinking and acting.

To change in this way will be
humbling and painful, but we
must change because not relying
on God, not opening ourselves up
in service to others, is idolatry.

Idolatry is thinking or acting in
any way that looks to another
source but God for security and
protection. Said another way,
idolatry is bearing any image but
God’s, including our own self-
image.

“God created man in his own
image” says Genesis 1:27. We
are to be God’s “image-bearers,”
which means we are to be like
Christ “who is the image of God”
(2 Corinthians 4:4).

We find real security only in a
dependent relationship with
Christ.

“I am the vine; you are the
branches. If a man remains in me
and I in him, he will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing” (John 15:5).

From this base of dependency,
God enables us to tear down our
self-protective defenses. He helps
us become vulnerable as we
reach out to others.

Choose to be vulnerable. Turn
your life completely over to God.
Be wholly dependent upon him*
and reach out to others. That’s
how we reflect God’s light.

T e e —

~ Bite you

By Clayton Steep

“Bite your tongue!” You’ve heard that expres-
sion before. It means “Be careful what you are
about to say!” In fact, it leans toward “Don’t say
anything at all!”

Personally, I understand that saying better now.
Oh, I can’t claim I had any lofty motive for biting
my tongue. It just happened. I mean, in 2 moment
of inattention, I really chomped down hard on it.
So hard that a couple of stitches were required to
close the wound.

It has been—and still is—a sore experience. Not
without value, however, for it has proved a point.

It has demonstrated that a partially immobilized
tongue allows one to say what needs to be said, to
be friendly, to carry on business. But it is

just not worth the price in human suffering

(in this case mine) to move

the tongue unnecessarily

to say something foolish.

When you think about it
though, we should be reluctant to
say anything foolish or value-
less. After all, Jesus did tell /
us to weigh our words
carefully. He said: “But
I tell you that men will have to give
account on the day of judgment for every careless
word they have spoken. For by your words you
will be acquitted, and by your words you will be
condemned” (Matthew 12:36-37).

Careless words. We’ve all uttered them and
regretted them. A current television commercial
comes to mind. It shows a young couple, who
have just met, walking together and enjoying a
conyersation at a picnic or barbecue.

Suddenly he says: “Oh, oh. Here comes my
obnoxious boss.” The individual referred to
comes over and gives the young lady a hug as she
exclaims, “Hi Daddy!”

The young man is speechless and embarrassed.
What can he say now? The relationship is nipped
in the bud.

Jesus’ example

Jesus realized the importance of controlling the
tongue. It was he who created the tongue in the
first place. When you look at what he himself
said, as recorded in the Scriptures, you find a per-
fect, balanced example of how to properly use the
gift of being able to talk.

His speech had warmth, outgoing concem, even
appropriate humor. But you will find no wasted
words in what he said. Every word was worth the
effort it took to pronounce it. :

Jesus’ control over his tongue was perfect, as it
had to be for him to function as the Word of God.

r tongue
What Jesus said reflected precisely the will and
thought of his Father.

Jesus’ tongue was one of the smaller members
of his body. Yet just think of what has been
accomplished by the words it produced! The
movement of the powers and elements of the
entire universe was directed by the words Jesus,
as Creator, uttered. And other statements he made
have changed and will change history.

Word power

We all have power in our tongues—power to
build up or to tear down. As Proverbs 18:21 says,
“The tongue has the power of life and death.”

This scripture may make you think of
the absolute rulers of history whose

_mere word determined whether sub-
jects lived or died. But the principle
is not limited to such a literal appli-
cation.

The way we talk about someone or

something—just a few words—can
kill another person’s enthusiasm and
create a negative impression that
may never entirely disappear.
Our speech should be “only
what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may benefit
those who listen” (Ephesians 4:29). Unfortunately
what we say often has the opposite effect. It tears
down. It destroys reputations, confidence, faith,
hope, joy.

Part of the problem is the ease with which we
blurt out—without thinking—whatever comes to
mind. Many scriptures show we should be watch-
ful about what we say. And sometimes we ought
to say nothing at all.

In other words, we need to “bite our tongues”
much more often than we do. And the best time to
do so is before, not after: ® shading the truth (Ephe-
sians 4:25; Psalm 120:2); @ grumbling (Jude 16);
® uttering insults or words that tear down (1 Peter
3:9-10); @ passing on gossip (Titus 3:2); @ resort-
ing to flattery (Psalm 12:3); @ boasting (2 Timo-
thy 3:2); e saying anything off-color (Ephesians
4:29, 31); @ jesting foolishly (Ephesians 5:4).

Such uses of the tongue are destructive. They
represent the misuse of a power—the power of the
tongue. “The tongue of the wise uses knowledge
rightly, but the mouth of fools pours forth foolish-
ness” (Proverbs 15:2, New King James Version).

My tongue hurts a lot less today than it did yes-
terday. By tomorrow I may even be able to eat
something more solid than applesauce and yogurt.
I definitely plan to avoid ever again biting my
tongue literally. I do plan, however, to bite it figu-
ratively. And often!
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(Continued from page 1)
them in everyone” (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:4-6). Paul points out that
there is diversity in these gifts,
services and activities, and that
God is the power behind them
all.

Next, he tells us the purpose
of these gifts, services and activ-
ities: “To each is given the man-
ifestation of the Spirit for the
common good” (verse 7).

God does not give us the abil-
ity to serve him so that we can
be important or special or have
our own separate work from the
Body. He gives us, through the
Spirit, the ability to serve him
for the common good.

Ephesians 4:16 tells us that
when each part of the Body is
working properly, it “promotes
the body’s growth in building
itself up in love.”

Paul gives examples of the
gifts, services and activities (1
Corinthians 12:8-10), but we
must not think he is trying to list
everything. He mentions the
utterance of wisdom, the utter-
ance of knowledge, faith, gifts
of healing, working of miracles,
discernment of spirits, various
kinds of tongues and the inter-
pretation of tongues.

Some of these we have not
experienced, and others we
have. But the point is, God is the
one who gives gifts, and the
gifts are given for the common
good so that the Body might be
built up. Some of these gifts are
for the ministry, and others are
not limited to the ministry.

Paul then explains: “All these
are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots to each
one individually just as the Spir-
it chooses. For just as the body
is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it
is with Christ” (verses 11-12).

In other words, whatever abil-
ities and talents we have, and
they vary with each of us, are
given to us by the Spirit for the
purpose of doing God’s will.
And it is God’s will that we
serve him as his holy priesthood
offering up spiritual sacrifices (1
Peter 2:5) as witnesses of Jesus
Christ (Luke 24:44-48).

Bringing the gospel

With this in mind, what do we
mean by evangelism in our local
churches? Evangelism is the
bringing of the gospel, or good
news. There are two major ways
our local congregations can be
involved in evangelizing.

One is through programs
arranged by the pastor to address
some need in the community. An
obvious example would be a
Bible-study series focusing on
some issue of importance to peo-
ple, such as marriage and family
relationships, friendships, finan-
cial responsibility, improving
your value to your employer, etc.

This would require a good
deal of preparation and follow-
up, in which members would,
according to their time, talents
and skills, be able to serve in all

the various capacities necessary -

for a successful program. Head-
quarters will be providing mate-
rials to interested pastors for
such presentations.

A second way our local con-
gregations can be involved in
evangelism is by all members
establishing positive personal
relationships with people who

are not in the Church, and by
feeling free to invite them to
attend a Church function, such
as one of the Bible-study series
mentioned above, a Church
activity or a Church service.

That is why the way we live,
as light and as salt, is so impor-
tant. Jesus said that when people
see our good works they will
“give glory to your Father in
heaven” (Matthew 5:16). But we
are doing those good works
because Christ lives in us, not
because we are somehow “good
people.”

We are reflecting the light,
who is Jesus Christ. We are
reflecting the love of God, not
our own love. And as we create
right relationships with people
because Christ lives in us, we
can also, at the right time and in
the right situation, as God
guides us, let them know that
they would be welcome to visit
our Church.

For example, if a person you
know fairly well begins dis-
cussing his or her marriage
problem with you, you might
feel comfortable letting the per-
son know that your pastor is
doing a series of seminars on

said, become salt that itself
needs salting (Matthew 5:13).

We all have a job to do. Each
one has his or her part. Every
part is important, and every part
varies. And every part works
together in love for the upbuild-
ing of the whole Body (Eph-
esians 4:16).

If we are to be good Christian
witnesses, we must first be good
Christians. That means we must
first put on Christ (Romans
13:14). But God calls us into the
Body of Christ to do a job for
him, to do a work for him.

That means that we must
shine to others. It means we
have to let God sprinkle us
around our communities. And in
all things, we must show our-
selves to be faithful citizens of
the kingdom of God, growing up
in Christ and representing God
in a mature and responsible way
(Ephesians 4:15).

God has provided the ministry
in his Church to nurture the peo-
ple of God, to help equip and
prepare his people so that they
will be wise and faithful wit-
nesses of Jesus Christ, their lives
growing into a pure and unde-
filed demonstration of the light

guests to the pastor, who should
make them feel welcome and
appreciated. The Church should
be a positive and inviting envi-
ronment where those God may
be calling can feel the warmth
and fellowship of the Body of
Christ.

In some congregations, this
sort of thing, though perhaps to
a lesser degree than I am
describing here, has been the
practice for years. And many of
our members have been
involved in volunteer and ser-
vice projects in their communi-
ties for years, though they may
not have felt entirely free to
invite the friends they have
made to Church functions.

In other words, the Spirit of
God has been at work in the
Church in this way all along, but
we have not, until now, under-
stood the need for headquarters
to encourage and facilitate it.

Some have wondered if they
should avoid personal commit-
ment to community service
since the congregation will
sponsor a program. The answer
is definitely no! The Church’s
programs should serve to enable
members to perform good works

Evangelism is bringing the gospel, or good news. There are two
major ways our local congregations can be involved in evangelizing.
Every member has his or her part, and every one is important.

“strengthening your marriage.”

This is not a skill God gives
everyone. Some of us just don’t
know how to do that graciously
and without offense. Others do.
God gives each of us gifts as it
pleases F*m, not as it pleases us.

Those who don’t have this tal-
ent should just let their example
speak, but be prepared to answer
and even give an invitation only
when someone specifically asks.
And in any case, just because we
all sometimes make mistakes in
an area is certainly no reason to
avoid that area altogether.

I hope it is plain that I am not
talking about soap boxes. I am
not talking about going door to
door and telling people to
believe in Jesus.

I am not talking about walk-
ing up to total strangers and
inviting them to Church. I am
talking about the simple fact that
God has called us into his holy
priesthood (1 Peter 2:5), and that
we stand as witnesses of the sal-
vation of God in his Son (Luke
24:44-48).

We are the light of the world.
But light is painful and offensive
if it glares right in your eyes,
and people will push it away. It
is when light is at an appropriate
level of brightness and helps you
find what you need that it is wel-
come. Our light must be like that
too—not so bright that it is
offensive and repulsive. And
certainly not so dim that it is of
no value.

Likewise, we are the salt of
the earth. When salt is sprinkled,
it is savory and useful. But too
much salt can ruin the meal and
nauseate the stomach. And if the
salt stays in the salt shaker, it is
of no value at all.

In all things we need the wis-
dom, discretion and balance that
only God can give. That is why
prayer and Bible study are essen-
tial to being good and faithful
witnesses of Jesus Christ. But we
must not keep the light under a
cover, and weé must not keep the
salt in the shaker, or as Jesus

of the glorious gospel of Christ.

Collective, individual roles

Yes, we are all involved in the
work of evangelism. Headquar-
ters has its role to play, each
local congregation has its collec-
tive role to play, and each one of
us has our individual role to
play—but in every case as a
vital part of the whole Body,
and in perfect coordination with
the whole Body, so that the
whole Body will be “building
itself up in love” (Ephesians
4:16).

In the same way, I hope you
can also begin to see how evan-
gelism and the public-service
program work hand in hand. We
reach out in service because that
is what Jesus did. We don’t do it
with the ulterior motive of pro-
claiming the gospel; we do it
because we are walking in the
steps of Jesus, because the love
of God dwells in us.

But as we do, people see what
the love of God has done in us,
and when people ask us why we
serve others, we should be
thankful that we can say,
“Because I'm a Christian” or
“Because I want to share some
of the love God has shown me”
or a hundred other similar
responses.

Some people will be turned
off by such answers; others will
be intrigued. We can all pray
that God will inspire us to
answer in the best way.

Further, as we reach out in the
community, whether in individ-
ual service or in a Church-spon-
sored program, we will develop
personal relationships and
friendships with others, which
means that the opportunity to
invite them to share a Church
activity, a Church Bible-study
series or seminar or even a
Church service may, at some
point, present itself. When it
does, members should feel free
to make such an invitation.

Members should also be
encouraged to introduce their

in their community, but they are
not designed to legislate how
members can serve.

Obviously, Church projects
will need volunteers, and will
involve the pastor asking mem-
bers to participate according to
their abilities and desires. (We
plan to provide tools for the pas-
tor to help him assist members
in assessing their abilities and
talents, or spiritual gifts.) But we
don’t want members to think
they can serve their community
only as part of a Church-spon-
sored project.

We envision three basic kinds
of projects. One kind will be
projects that are approved and
supported by headquarters.
Another will be projects that are
handled solely by the local con-
gregation, within the bounds of
general headquarters guidelines.

The third kind are projects
that are individual in nature,
such as many members have
long been involved in, like vol-
unteering to serve with some
other community-support group.

All three of these are neces-
sary and vital. However, not
every congregation will have all
three, especially the first kind.
But every congregation will do
what it can, within the scope of
its available talent and time.

Let me also emphasize some-
thing very important: Let no fam-
ilies suffer as a result of members
volunteering to serve others.
Again, we are to be lights, and if
our families are being neglected,
our lights are going out.

Some families may need ad-
vice on how to budget their time

* effectively, so that there is time

for volunteer service and time
for family responsibilities. Some
volunteer service can even be
done as a family activity.

Summary

Let me conclude by summa-
rizing certain points:

1) God calls us to be witness-
es. Two aspects of being his wit-
nesses are evangelizing and

serving. (Another aspect is pub-
licly speaking out against sin,
but that is a different topic, and
one that is primarily a function
of Church leadership.) These
two are not the same thing, but
they are both aspects of being
witnesses of Christ, and they
work hand in hand.

2) Serving, whether on an
individual basis or in a Church-
sponsored program, is to be
done without expecting anything
at all in return—not for reputa-
tion, not for recognition and not
for an inroad for evangelism.
We serve because Jesus Christ
lives in us and the love of God
flows out from us.

3) Evangelism means bring-
ing the gospel, or good news,
and it can be done in many
ways. Under the guidance of the
local pastor, each member has
his or her function in the work
of evangelism, according to
God’s calling and the abilities
God has given him or her.

Headquarters uses the mass
media to evangelize worldwide.
The local ministry organizes and
supervises local programs to
evangelize through teaching and
preaching. Such programs require
the coordinated effort of many
members of the congregation,
each according to his or her skills.

All members are free to invite
people they have gotten to know
to share some aspect of the
Church. This should be done
only after they have developed,
through a positive Christian
example, a positive relationship
with a person.

Members should never be
pushy or obnoxious, and they
should always ask God for wis-
dom and good judgment before
extending an invitation. When a
guest is invited, members should
arrange to introduce the guest to
the pastor.

Not every member has the
personality or motivation to
evangelize in this way. That
does not mean these members
aren’t being good or faithful wit-
nesses, however.

It just means that God has not
given them the talent for know-
ing how to wisely invite some-
one to a Church function. God
has given them other abilities for
building up the Body of Christ;
and they should focus on those.
Every member has his or her
part, and every one is important
to the overall success of the
work of the Body.

Part of the pastoral function is
to help people evaluate where
their God-given strengths and
weaknesses lie so that they can
make the most effective contri-
bution to the work God is doing
through the Body of Christ.
Headquarters will help pastors
to fulfill this function.

Positive response

As I mentioned before, I am
asking for everyone to pray that
God will lead and direct us as
he sees fit. I am greatly encour-
aged by the positive response
from so many that I have
already received.

And I praise and thank God
for the many brothers and sisters
who have been and are even
right now involved in the kinds
of things I am talking about
here! (Be sure to read the article
on page 1 about Joe and Karen
Campbell and their work as fos-
ter parents.) Thank you for your
encouragement and love. I pray
every day for all of you!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS

BACHELLER Chnstopher and Cheryl
Melbourne, Flori-

) of
da.gﬂL ynley Coral, Jan. 26, 92311:1..
7 pounds 10 ounces, now 2 boys, 1 girl.

BLOISE, Patrick and Lucy (Musto) of Big
Sandy, girl, Julia Alyssa, Dec. 24, 1:23
a.m., 7 pounds 15 ounces, first child.

BUCHSTABER, Brant "Buck” and Karen
(Dean) of Chicago, illinois, boy, Joshua
Samuell)ec4815am 10 pounds 11

CAMPBELL, Andrew and Susan (Cald-
well) of Baftimore, Maryland, girl, Misty
Christianna, Jan. 16, 11:25 a.m., 8
pounds 11 ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl.

CENTER, Keith and Darlene (Camper) of
Cincinnati, Ohlo glrl Adrian Dorothy
Jan. 10, 7:24 pounds 9 ounces,
now 2 boys, 3 glis

Woods were united in marriage June 6.
The ceremony was peﬂormed by
Thomas . Bangor, Maine, pastor.
Charlotte Bickford was maid of honor,
and Albert Paine was best man. The cou-
ple live in Bangor.

CHARLES & TINA SPECK

Dr. and Mrs. John Norgard of
Springs, Colorado, are pieased to
the iage of their daught

DESOUSA.Mamnandum(DeFlna)oi
London, Ontario, girl, Madeline, Sept. 23
820 p.m., 7pounds mmfvslduld

o
k

Tina Denise to Charles M zie

PAUL & SHERRI FORESTER

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tomes of Bowling
Green, Kentucky, are pleased to
announce the mamage of their daughter
Sherri Lynn to Paul Brian Forester, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Forester of Cherry
Valley, Arkansas. The ceremony was
performed bride’s father, a
minister in the Bowling Green church.
Lisa Tomes, sister of the bride, was maid
of honor, and the groom’s father was
best man. The couple live in Bowling
Green.

Speck, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
of British Columbia. The

GEERLINGS, John and Sheila (Cham-
beriain) of Kitchener, .g:rl Patri-

cia Ann, Jan. 13, 8 pounds; first child.

GROVES, Tim and Teresa (B )

Jan. 10 by the
slaher a minister in the Abbots-
British Columbia, church. Turi Leigh

Norgard, twin sister of the bride, was
maid of honor, and Rod Harding was
best man. The couple live in Big Sandy.

Columbus, Ohio, girl, Elizabeth Ann, J’m
23, 3:16 p.m., 7 pounds 5 ounces, now 2
girls.

GUNNING, Frank and Linda (Cargill) of

Dublin, Irish Repubiic, boy, Paul Ben-
jamin, Jan. 7, 3:35 a.m., 9 pounds, now 1
girl.

HARD, Bruce and Debbie (Morgan) of
Garland, Texas, boy, Matthew Allen, Jan.
ga.il:zm:s.m..spomdssomees.ﬁsl

HYDE, Tracy and Della (Jared) of
Cookeville, Tennessee, girl, Tnﬂany

Zﬁpm i 13
ounces, now 1 hoy 1

KITCHEN, Timothy and Melissa (Bar-
cuch) of lowa City, lowa, boy, Clinton
James, Jan. 13, 2:17 am., 11 pounds /2
ounce, now 3

LIESER, Mark and Jean of Elk River,
Minnesota, girl, Rachel Mary, Nov. 25,
3:44 p.m., 5 pounds 6'/2 ounces, now 3
girls.

O'KANE, Peter and Debbie (Spain) of
Brisbane, Australia, girl, Elise Ellen
Hanna, Oct. 27, 8:35 p.m., 7 pounds 9
ounces, first child.

PATTERSON, Davnd and Christina of
Pasadena, boy, Michael Jack, Jan. 26,
8:41 p.m., 9 pounds 5 ounces, now 2

PERKINS, Dary and Dawn (Kline) of
Amarillo, Texas, boy, Cory Alexander,
Nov. 23, 8:43 am., 7 pounds 7 ounces,
now 1 boy, 2 giris.

RODRIGUEZ, Gerard and Darla
(McPeak) of Phoenix, Arizona, 911 Ash-
ley Diane, Jan. 26, 10:09pm, pounds
2 ounces, now 2 boys, 1 girl.

SOLCA, David and Jane (Th ) of

MICHAEL & DIANA BRANDENBURG

eoqalel'vven

Gold Coast, Australia, glrl Brittany
Janae, Nov. 26, 2:02 p.m., 8 pounds 8
ounces, now 4 pﬂs

STREET, MWLyn(Wal(er)ofFon

Worth, Texas, boy, Patrick Richard, Jan.

21, 7:18 am., 8 pounds 9 ounces, now 1
girls.

TARABORELLI, Flu:hafdam!(iql(M
son) of Houston, Texas, boy, Adam Nel-
son, Jan. 28, 5:04 p.m., 6 pounds 6
ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl.

e o i S
ington, , girl, arie,
Feb. 3. 4:16 a.m., 8 pounds 1 ounce,
now 2 girls.

WHEELER, Brian and Aline (Chevrier) of
North Bay, Ontario, boy, Adam Brian,
Dec. 11, 9:14 p.m., 7 pounds 1 ounce,
first child.

WHITESITT, Scott and Stacy (Hanson) of
Dec. 23, 8:54 p.m., 8 pounds 15 ounces,
first child.

WILLIAMS, Mark and Julane (Roecks) of
Asheville, North Carolina, girl, Maranda
Lane, Jan. 13, 9:27 a.m., 9pounds1
omceﬁtsadid.

WYNN, Elliott Jr. mdSmtta(Forsyme)
of Queens, New York, boy,
ill, Oct. 8, 10:11 a.m., apounds 13
omces.mwlboyigt

ENGAGEMENTS

Mr. av_ld Mrs. John W. Caioureelé of

, are

the ois;helr

dawhmrﬂoxaﬂmto.lonathan ars

son of Debbie Sears of Medford, Oregon,

and David Sears of Victorville, California.
A July wedding in Portland is planned.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Butler Jr. of Monroe,
Louisi are pl d to the

CAMERON & TANJA WARD

Tanja Krista Knutson, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James Knutson of Waterville,

SAM & JOYCE SMITHERMAN

engagement of their daughter Debarah to
John Holland of Littie Rock, Ar

Joyce Gonzales of New Orleans,
and Sam Smitherman of

July 18 wedding in Monroe is planned.

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Eastwood of Mel-
bourne, Au.:‘malm are pleased to

of their
daughter Janice to

Erik Pedersen, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Pew Pedersen of Moe,
Australia. A March 21 wedding is
planned.

WEDDINGS

LOWELL & JOAN WOODS
Joan Marie Ames and Lowell Edward

were united in mar-
nageOcL14 The ceremony was per-

formed by Bruce Gore, New and
Louisiana, pastor. The couple
live in Birmingham. _

MARK & WILHELMINA MAGER
Wilhelmina Parigi, daughter of Cario and

Corrie Parigi of Geelong, Australia, and
Mark Mager, son of Don and Barbara
Mager of were united in mar-

Geelong pastor.
Cathy Tomkins was maid of honor, and
Chris Petropolous was best man. The
couple live in Pasadena.

THOMAS & CARLA ERICKSON

Mr. and Mrs. Herb Teitgen of Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, are pleased to announce
the marriage of their daughter Carla Anne
to Thomas Haldor Erickson, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Haldor Erickson of Pulaski, Wis-
consin. The ceremony was performed
Oct. 3 by the bride’s father, Sioux Falls
and Watertown, South Dakota, pastor.
Denise Jausoro was matron of honor,
and Hal Erickson was best man. The
couple live in Minot, North Dakota.

and Ann Miller of Plain City, Ohio, and
John H. Shaw, son of Howard and Gene-
va Shaw of Port Orange, Florida, were
united in 6. The ceremony
was performed by Vernon Hargrove
Hammond, I , pastor. Tiffany Miller,
sister of the bﬂde was maid of honor,
and Bill Shaw, brother of the groom, was
best man. The couple live in Port Orange.

ANNIVERSARIES

JOHN & LINDA HOLCOMB

John and Linda Holcomb of Gibsonburg,
Ohio, celebrated their 25th weddlng
anniversary , 22 have two chil-
dren, Juanita and Vance. Mr. Holcomb is
a deacon in the Findlay, Ohio, church.

ALLAN & JOAN MOHR

Allan and Joan Mohr of Warwick, Aus-
tralia, celebrated their 40th wedding
anmversary Dec. 6. The Warwick

Spokesman Club surprised the Mohrs
with a cake and signed card during ladies
night. The Mohrs have three daughters,
one son, nine grandchildren and four

ALLEN & LINDA McMANUS

Linda McCormick and Allen McManus
were united in marriage Sept. 14. The
ceremony was performed by Herb Teit-
gen Sioux Falls and Watertown, South

kota, pastor. Lisa McCormick was
maid of honor, and David Gavin was best
man. The couple live in Mitchell, South
Dakota.

REAGAN & PRISCILLA BOS

Reagan and Priscilla Bos of Kamioops,
British Columbia, celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary Nov. 18. They have
two children, Erik and Lana.

RAYMOND & RACHEL PARKER

Rachel G. Murray, eidest daughter of lan
and Dianne Murray of Brisbane, Aus-
tralia, and Raymond M. Parker, eldest
son of Geoff and Violet Parker of Bris-
bane, were united in marriage May 3.
The ceremony was performed by Tim
Grauel, Brisbane North pastor. Jayne
Murray, sister of the bride, was maid of
honor, and Anthony Parker, brother of
the groom, was best man. The couple
live in Brisbane.

JOHN & LISA HENDY

Lisa Suzanne Bryant and John Lawrence
Hendy were united in marriage Oct. 4.
The ceremony was performed by Robin
Jones, Reading, England, pastor. Donna
Hatchett was matron of honor, and Frank
Hendy, brother of the aeoom was best
man. The couple live in

MICHAEL & DARLENE BURNS
of Sacramento, California,

Darlene
and Michael Bumns of Loyalton, Califor- -

nia, were united in marriage Oct. 2
ceremony was performed by Randy
Schreiber, Reno, Nevada, pastor. The
couple live in Loyalton, along with their
five children, Carlos, Leah, Hannah,
Jamie and Joshua.

JOHN & THERESE SHAW
Therese A. Miller, daughter of Thomas

DAVID & LINDA FIEDLER
David and Linda Fiedler of Waukesha,
Wi { k d their 25th wedding

anniversary Feb. 3. They have three
sons, 3 and Nian. Mr. Fiedler
is pastor of the Milwaukee West and
I(e'wn. WBWISIII l'd“.

TERRY & GEORGINE MURPHY

Terry and Georgine Murphy of Johannes-
burg, South Africa, celebtated their 25th

anniversary Oct. 21. They have
two sons, Tyrone and Grant; and one
daughter, Katharine.

HALIFAX & MARY WACHIRA

Halifax and Mary Wachira of Nairobi,
Kenya, celebrated their 25th wedding
anniversary Oct. 6. They have seven
sons, Simon, Dishon, Isaac, Anthony,
Aaron, Nicholas and John.

JOHN & JUDY BRADFORD

John and Judy Bradford of Arlington,
Texas, celebrated their 30th wedding
anniversary Oct. 19. They have six
daughters, Julie Trumble, Janet Nichol-
son, Jill Casas, Jackie Wingate, Joanna

Stein and Jennifer; and five grandchil

dren Baillie, wAmhony. Nathan Jordon
d in
lhe Fort Wotm. Texas, East dmch

LOREN & MARGI SAXTON

Loren and Margi Saxton of North Augus-

ta, South Carolina, celebrated their 25th
woddvng anniversary Nov. 18. They have
two sons, Loren Il and Lucien; and four
daughters, Leslie, Larisa, Liana and
Lycia. Mr. Saxton is a deacon in the
Augusta, Georgia, church

Engl; died Jan. 2 of bronchopneumo-
nia following a fall three weeks earlier
when she broke her wrist. She is survived
by three sons, Lewis, Mark and David,
pastor of the Birmingham, Engiand,
church; one daughter, Mary; three
daugmers in-law; one son-in-law; 11
grandchildren; seven great-grandchil-
dren; one sister; and one brother-in-law.

BERGERON, Jack Paul, 2, of Philadel-

phia, Pennsylvania, died May 17 of com-
pﬁmomfromAlDS He is survived by
randparents, andeeneBerg—

eron Sr.; three half-sisters; two aunts;
three uncles; and his great-grandfather,
Clinton Tucker. His mother, Lorraine, and
brother, Daniel John, preceded him in
death, both dying of AIDS. His father,
Jack Bergeron I, died Aug. 24.

BERGERGON, Jack II, 30, of Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, died Aug. 24 of com-
plications from AIDS. He is survived by
three daughters from a previous mar-
riage, Elizabeth, Cynthia and Julie; his
parents, Jack and Yvette Bergeron Sr.;

two sisters, Denise Brogan and Susan
Vandine; one brother, Michael; and his

NOEL & HELEN EDGELL
Nos! and Helen Edgell of Henderson,
d their 40th

anniversary Jan. 17. They have three
sons, Rick, Bob and Bill (deceased); one
daughter-in-law, Joyce; and one grand-

3

NORMAN & BARBARA PACKHAM
Norman and Barbara Packham of Bran-

gr her, Clinton Tucker. His wife,
Lorraine, stepson, Daniel, and son, Jack
I, preceded him in death.

DEAN WAHMAN

WAHMAN, Dean, 69, of Des Moines,
lowa, died Dec. 31 following a lengthy
struggle with diabetes. He is survived by
his wife, Fran; one sister, llo; two sons,

and Garry; two daughters, Dianne
Jones and Ann Berven one stepson,
David , Diane

Share, Denise Guthy and Donna Tur-
geon; and 19 iidren.

HENDERSON, Charles M., 92, of Van-
Columbia,

years, Gladys one son, Bruce; one
-in-law, ; three grandduL
dren; and three great

PYLES, Clarence, 66, of Las Vegas,
Nevada.dredJan 2 after a long iliness.
He is survived by his wife, Ruth.

KRUEGER, Mildred, 80, of Kingman, Ari-
zona, died Jan. 26 of a heart attack. She
is survived by her husband, Ralph.

ANNIVERSARIES
MADE OF GOLD

MASTIN, Paul Arthur, 50, of Pickering,
Ontario, died Sept. 12. He is survived by
his wife, Ann; one daughter, Sarah-Anne;
one son, James Douglas; one step-

ELMER & HELEN EDGMON

Elmer and Helen Edgmon of Lawton,

Oklahoma, celebrated their 60th weddi

anniversary Dec. 20. They have four
ghters, 12 grandchildren and four

gremgandd’nuen

BEVERLEY & VERA WALKER
Bevedoy and Vera Walker of Faleonef.
their 50th

amivetsaryJunew Theyhavefwrchw
dren and three grandchildren.

RICHARD & JUNE KLINE

Richard and June Kiine of Derrick City,
ennsyfvama. celebrated their 50th wed-
n? anniversary June 1. They have three

children, six grandchildren and three

great-grandchildren. Mr. Kline is a dea-
con in the Olean, New York, church.

OBITUARIES

HUTCHISON, Christine, 37, of Gladewa-
ter, Texas, died Jan. 26. She is survived
by her husband, Bill; two daughters,
Carissa ; her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Vemon C. Brownson; three sisters,
Elizabeth Roberts, Karen Bump and
Wendy Burg; and one brother, Christo-
pher Brownson.

WINIFRED BEDFORD
BEDFORD, Winifred, 88, of Nottingham,

SMITH, lla M., 66, of Vancouver, Wash-
mqton died Jan. 19 of respiratory and

heart failure following many -
piratory disease. She is survived by one
son, Cary R.; one daughter, Karen Sum-
mey; one stepdaughtsr Carolyn Dustin;
two granddaughters; five stepgrandchil—
dren; and six step-great-grandchildren.
Hsegrahusband, Cary, died in February
1992

LOIS MARTIN
MARTIN, Lois, 74, of Plain Dealing,
died

Guy. five daughters, Elaine Hays

Dolores B Bernice Lineb
Christine Harris and Alice Bounds; three
Jo Ann Stewart, Charlotte

and Jackie Dumas; two stepsons,
Harold and Danny; 19 grandchildren;
great-grandchildren; one aunt, Leda
Musser; and one sister, Lavera Shinn.
Two brothers, Eugene and Bartow Harp-
er, preceded her in death.

SCHMIDT, Barbara A., 68, of Stoughton,
Wisconsin, died Jan. 20 after a long res-
piratory illness. She is survived by one
son, James; one daughter, Charlotte
Duncan; one granddaughter; and two
brothers.

EUSTICE, Alverna, 84, of Clinton, Wis-
consin, died Jan. aaaﬂerabng
St\elssutvwedbyhevmsband,

hters; nine grar

12 great-granddiu'en

KRUGER, Mildred Gorr, 80
Arizona, died Jan. 25. Sholssurvwodby
her husband, Raiph three sons, Jan,
Sheldon and Walter Greener; one sister,
Anna May Gorski; nine grandchildren;
and five great-grandchildren.

FILLMORE, Lioyd A., 84, of York, Penn-
sylvania, died Dec. 27. He is survived by
grandchildren.

one son, lvan; and three

MINNIE BRADY
BRADY, Minnie, 101, of Mustang, Okla-

by , 23 grandchil-
dren, 38 greal-grandchndren and 24
great-great-grandchiidren.
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Atlanta singles to ‘put
on the Ritz’

ATLANTA, Georgia—Singles
here invite other singles to their
Olympic City Classic II, “Putting
on the Ritz” weekend, July 3 and 4.

Saturday’s activities begin with
services at 11 a.m., with a sermon
from evangelist David Albert.

A formal dinner-dance is
planned for Saturday night at the
new Stouffer Concourse Hotel
adjacent to Atlanta international
airport. The Clark Atlanta Uni-
versity Band will provide contem-
porary and big band music. Cost
for the dinner-dance is $30 a per-
son.

Sunday’s activities are a Bible
study by Dr. Albert and a sock
hop. A barbecue lunch will be
provided. Cost for the sock hop
and lunch is $10.

Discounted rooms are available
at the Stouffer Concourse Hotel
for $64 for up to four people in
each room. For reservations call
1-404-209-9999.

Payment for the dinner-dance
and sock hop must be received
by May 30. Make checks payable
to Atlanta East Activity Fund
and send them to Frederick
Moore at 3760 Willoweade
Drive SW., Snellville, Georgia,
30278. For further information
call Mr. Moore at 1-404-985-
9025.

Regina and Moosomin
churches to celebrate
25th anniversary

REGINA, Saskatchewan—
Brethren who have attended the
Regina or Moosomin, Saskatch-
ewan, churches are invited to
attend the 25th anniversary of the
churches here July 3 and 4.

A special Sabbath service and
potluck at the Elks Hall (formerly
Armoury) will honor the Moosomin
church July 3. Between 200 and
300 people are expected to attend.

Brethren will recognize the
Regina church July 4 with a pan-

cake breakfast, outdoor social in
Wascana Park and a get-together
that evening.

Those who have attended either
congregation are invited to attend
both celebrations.

For further information and to
RSVP, please contact the appropri-
ate person. For Regina, please write

to Jim Hay at 350 Halifax St., .

Regina, Saskatchewan, S4R 1T2,
or call him at 1-306-543-0729.

For Moosomin, please write to
Guy Stilborn at Box 361, Moo-
somin, Saskatchewan, SOG 3NO,
or call him at 1-306-435-2023.

Washington youth
wins essay contest

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Mi-
chael Perry Jr., 11, placed eighth
in the 1993 Martin Luther King Jr.
Essay Contest sponsored by the
Maryland Oxon Hill Public Li-
brary to celebrate Mr. King’s
birthday, federally observed Jan.
18. Four hundred children partici-
pated in the contest.

Participants wrote essays on
“Why Martin Luther King Jr.
Would Be Proud of the World
Today if He Were Living.” Twen-
ty-three of the 400 participants
were winners, and Michael came
in eighth.

Albert R. Wynn, U.S. repre-
sentative, and Evelyn Tchiyuka,
Oxon Hill branch librarian,
awarded Michael a certificate of
merit.

Michael is the son of Michael
Perry Sr., a deacon in the Wash-
ington D.C., Central church, and
his wife, Priscilla.

Member in Scotland
honored for research
on gender bias

ABERDEEN, Scotland— The
Scottish Council for Research in
Education awarded Ron Scrim-
geour, a member here, a certifi-
cate of commendation in June for
his research on gender bias in the
classroom.

was a depository
[Photo by Mike Bedford]

IG SANDY—A collection of 35 artifacts
from the Near East is on display in the
Roy Hammer Memorial Library at Ambassador
College. The artifacts illustrate major periods
in biblical archaeology from the Neolithic Peri-
od to Roman times, according to Michael P.

Limestone ossuary for a small child from the second
temple period (536 B.C.E. to 70 C.E.) found near Nabu-
lus (Nablus), Israel. An ossuary (Latin “for bones™)

container for the bones of the dead.

Néar East artifacts on display at Ambassador

(

Germano, dean of academic affairs.

The collection, which is open for public view,
is a combination of Ambassador College’s per-
manent collection and objects from the excava-
tions of the ancient city of Hazor, on loan from

Hazor, the Canaanite capital, was
excavated during the 1950s and '60s

- by a team led by the late Yigael Yadin
- on behalf of Hebrew University and the

Israel Exploration Society.

The collection includes an ossuary
ysitory container for the bones of
the dead) from the Second Temple
Period, a Phoenician statuette found in
northern Israel and a cooking pot found
at the Fortress of Masada in Israel.

“We hope to significantly expand
the Bible Lands Collection as a
teaching collection for both students
and visitors to our campus,” said Dr.
Germano.

“Individuals have already come
forward to donate artifacts to the
college for the collection. Such gifts
are immensely helpful, as oil lamps,
bowls, pots, ancient coins and the
like help us expand the collection
and provide a comprehensive view
of the biblical period.”

Mr. Scrimgeour conducted the
research while teaching at the
Arbroath Academy. Articles
explaining Mr. Scrimgeour’s
research appeared in the highly
respected Times Educational
Supplement and in the Sunday
Times. y

He was also interviewed by the
campus radio of Dundee Univer-
sity. One conclusion of Mr.
Scrimgeour’s work was that
teachers may give up to nine
times more attention to male stu-
dents than girls during classroom
exchanges.

The circumstances were not
always positive, because an over-
whelming number of instances of
discipline or opportunities for cor-
rection targeted boys.

In the light of his findings, Mr.
Scrimgeour is urging teachers to
avoid gender bias so both boys
and girls gain the maximum possi-
ble from their classroom experi-
ence.

Mr. Scrimgeour, who has been
teaching for 23 years, holds a

master’s degree in modern history
and geography from St. Andrew’s
University and several post-gradu-
ate diplomas in education and
psychology.

Florida churches
donate to Hospice

GAINESVILLE, Florida—In
response to Pastor General Joseph

"~ W. Tkach’s admonition to let our

lights shine in our communities,
the Gainesville and Ocala, Flori-
da, churches donated $250 Jan. 28
to Hospice of Marion County.

Hospice is a nonprofit organiza-
tion providing medical care and
counseling to terminally ill pa-
tients and their families. The
money will go toward medical
supplies, equipment and prescrip-
tion medicines.

“Since I've been in the Florida
area, we’ve had four members
who died of cancer, and Hospice
has been involved in all of their
care,” said Keith Walden, Gaines-
ville and Ocala pastor.
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Personal example,
word of mouth bring
remote Guyanese to
the Church

Some have asked how brethren
living in Guyana’s remote jungle

regions first came in contact with -

the Church. It is especially amazing
considering that in the region we
have had no newsstand programs,
direct mail or magazine advertising
campaigns, and only limited televi-
sion and radio coverage.

Around 30 Guyanese members
live in jungle regions so isolated
they cannot be reached by mail.
Another 50 members and their
families live in the remote
Amerindian village of Aware-
waunau, 300 miles south of
Georgetown, and whose primary
contact with the outside world is
through a high frequency radio
purchased by the Church. Aware-
waunau does have mail service,

but it is extremely slow and unre-

liable.

Kentish, Everton and Ann Gib-
son, two adult brothers and a sis-
ter, are members living in Esse-
quibo, an isolated region in

northwestern Guyana.

Reaching them from George-
town requires an hour-long speed-
boat trip through the rain forest.
The Gibsons are without phones,
electricity or mail service.

“Ann was the first to receive
The Plain Truth,” explained Wes-
ley Webster, Georgetown and
Awarewaunau, Guyana, pastor.

“A friend at her school gave her
a copy in 1973. During those days,
many in the area listened to the
radio program, picking it up from
stations outside of Guyana.” '

Ann began subscribing at that
time. “However, her brother, Ken-
tish, was more interested than she
was,” said Mr. Webster.

Kentish made his Church
acquaintance in the early 1980s,
when he was in the Georgetown
hospital for treatment of a badly
damaged knee.

“While in the hospital, Everton,
one of his younger brothers, who
at the time was living in George-
town, came to visit him. Kentish
told Everton that the Worldwide
Church of God had more truth
than any other church.”

Everton became a Plain Truth
subscriber and was the first of the

three to ask the Caribbean Office

about attending Sabbath services.

Everton was baptized first, fol-
lowed by Kentish. Mr. Webster
baptized Ann in February while
on a visit to Essequibo.

In Awarewaunau, deacon Lau-
rus Alfred was the first baptized
member in the area, although his
friend, Joseph Charley (who later
was also baptized), was the first
to come in contact with the
Church.

Mr. Charley was the first Plain
Truth subscriber in the region. He
found a subscription card in the
rubbish.

He and Mr. Alfred both sent for
subscriptions, and later they dis-
covered the World Tomorrow pro-
gram on the radio.

At that time Mr. Alfred was a
leader in another church, although
not ordained. When Mr. Alfred
leamned about the Sabbath, he left
that church and began keeping the
Sabbath at home.

Soon others in the village were
asking about the Sabbath, so Mr.
Alfred began inviting them to his
home on the Sabbath to learn
more.

Artist’s watercolor
exhibit is ‘grand
entrance’ into art world
LA PAZ, Bolivia—On the
ground floor of the “Casa de la

Cultura” (cultural center), an
exposition opened in early Jan-

uary with eight watercolor paint-
ings by Pablo Loayza Murillo, 19,
an artist who Bolivian art critics
say has made his mark on the
world of fine art.

Pablo attends the La Paz con-
gregation with his mother, Jenny
Murillo.

The paintings depict rural
immigrant children from the Poto-
si region of the country who
moved to La Paz, the nation’s
capital.

“In each painting I have tried
to paint a picture of all the sincer-
ity, warmth and tenderness that I
see in each child and all that I see
worthy of the canvas,” Pablo
said.

The renowned Bolivian
watercolor artist, Javier Fernan-
dez, said: “Pablo Loayza is a
young artist who has painted all
the worries and solidarity of the
street children.... His paintings
have themes that are passion-
ate.

Pablo has made “a grand
entrance into the world of art, and
proof of that is the public exhibit
of his works,” he said.

Mr. Fernandez added that
watercolor painting, with its own
language of form and color, is
one of the artistic disciplines
appreciated most in the world of
fine art.

Because of the exposition,
Pablo has sold four of the eight
paintings, enabling him to further
his art career.

“They’re just really nice folks.
They come into your home and do
whatever they can to help, and
they do things the way you want
it. Hospice has done a lot for fam-
ilies in our church area, and we
figured a $250 check is the least
we can do.” :

The two congregations plan to
make further contributions in the
future as fund-raising opportuni-
ties arise.

Ghanaian government
recognizes member
Frank Hiagbe

KUTUNSE, Ghana—During
Farmers’ Day celebrations Dec. 4,
the government honored member
Frank Hiagbe, caretaker of the
Church’s farm project here.

The Ghanaian government has
set aside the first Friday of De-
cember as a national public holi-
day honoring farmers.

Mr. Hiagbe was named best
vegetable farmer in the Ga dis-
trict. At the project, 20 kilometers
(about 12 miles) north of Accra,
the country’s capital, he grows
cabbage, lettuce, onions, peppers,
squash and tomatoes.
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