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Leeson said. Previously the renew­
al rate for the magazine was con­
sistently around 50 percent each
year.

This trend indicates an increas­
ing interest and loyalty among
readers toward the magazine.
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Higher postal rates projected to
cost Church $220,000 more in '95

Plain Truth renewal rate
highest in 20 years

Plain Truth renewal rates for 1994
were 68 percent, the highest level in
20 years, according to Boyd Leeson,
circulation manager.

This upward trend began in
1993, when the renewal rate was
about 60 percent for the year, Mr.
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RISING INTEREST~raph shows annual renewal rate for The Plain Truth from
1989 to 1994. New subscribers have received the magazine for one year, and
prime subscribers have received it for two years or more. [Graph by Ron Grove]

I want to share with you, in written form, the message of a recent
sermon I gave in Atlanta, Big Sandy and Pasadena, and at the regional
conference in Santa Barbara, California. I believe this subject is vital
to all of us as Christians and as members of the Worldwide Church of
God, and I hope everyone will read it carefully. A number of questions
have arisen as a result of my recent letters, in which I explained that
the Worldwide Church of God is not, as we once believed and taught,
the only fellowship of true Christians. I hope this letter will answer
most of those questions.

I want to begin by asking a couple of questions myself: Are we an
old covenant Church, or a new covenant Church? Is our relationship
with God based on the old covenant, or on the new? Are our lives reg­
ulated by the laws of the old covenant, or by laws of the new?

This is a very basic, and a very important, subject, yet we have
very seldom addressed it. Mr. Armstrong wrote about it in 1978 in his
article "The Plain Truth About the Covenants." Mr. Armstrong made
certain points in that article whose implications we have often over­
looked. Mr. Armstrong wrote, for example, that "the old covenant is
ended." And he wrote that Christians today "live according to the con­
ditions of the new covenant."

As I say, we have often overlooked the implications of this new
covenant, and that is what I want to focus on in this letter: What is the
new covenant, and what kind of relationship do we have with God?

We can start by defining the word covenant. In simple terms, a
covenant is a formol agreement. It can be an agreement between two
people, a treaty between nations, or a relationship between God and a
human individual or nation. It's this last kinclof covenant that I want
to focus on-the relationship between God and his people. What kind
of covenant relationship did God have with Abraham, and with ancient
Israel, and what kind of covenant does he have with us today? What
promises has he made to us in this age? And what does he command?

The Old Testament describes numerous covenants. Abraham
made covenants with his neighbors. Israelite kings made covenantal
treaties with other kings, and kings made covenants with their citi­
zens. David made a covenant of friendship with Jonathan. God made
covenants with Noah and with David.

Understanding the covenants

Dramatic covenant promises made to Abraham
These are all interesting, but in this letter we will look more close­

ly at three covenants: First, the covenant God made with Abraham.
Second, the covenant God made through Moses with Israel at Mt.
Sinai. And third, the new covenant that is mediated by Jesus Christ.

The first thing we notice about the covenant with Abraham is that
it was unconditional We are familiar with the story of Abraham. God
called him out of Mesopotamia and promised to give his descendants
the land of Canaan. We read in Genesis 15:1-5:

U After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 'Do
not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.' But
Abram said, '0 Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain
childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damas­
cus?' And Abram said, 'You have given me no children; so a servant in
my household will be my heir.' Then the word of the Lord came to
him: 'This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own
body will be your heir.' He took him outside and said, 'Look up at the
heavens and count the stars-if indeed you can count them.' Then he
said to him, 'So shall your offspring be.' "

This was a phenomenal promise. But, even more remarkable is
what we read in verse 6: "Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it
to him as righteousness."

This is a landmark statement of justification by faith. Abraham was
counted righteous on the basis of faith. The apostle Paul develops that
thought further in Romans 4 and Galatians 3, which we will get to
later. Right now, let's continue in Genesis 15 and see the covenant that

See Personal, page 2

By Robin Watkins

Since Jan. 1, U.S. residents have
been paying more to mail letters.
Postage for an average letter mailed in
the United States is now 32 cents, or 3
cents more than last year. A postcard
costs 1 cent more to mail in 1995.

To mail an issue of The Plain Truth
to a single subscriber costs 1.4 cents
more in 1995. This issue of The
Worldwide News costs 0.4 cents a
copy more to mail. The average
increase over 1994 for a booklet is
about one-half cent.

How do these increases affect the
Church's mailing costs? In 1994 the
Church spent about $2.5 million for
U.S. postage. This included the mail­
ing of The Plain Truth, Youth 94, The
Worldwide News, booklets, brochures,
reprint articles and member and co­
worker letters. Projected postage
costs for 1995 are $2.7 million, or an

Robin Watkins is technical projects
administrator in Mail Administration.

increase of $220,000 over last year.
This also reflects some changes

made by the Church. For example,
Plain Truth circulation is projected to
be higher in 1995, and, to save
postage costs, the monthly letter to
co-workers will be mailed third-class
instead of first-class.

The Church strives to meet U.S.
Postal Service (USPS) requirements
for automated mailing discounts by
preparing its mail for machine pro­
cessing. By addressing booklets,
brochures and envelopes directly
with an inkjet printer, Mail Process­
ing can apply a PostNet barcode used
by USPS sorting equipment.

The USPS charges less per piece
for mail prepared for automated
sorting. For example, in 1994, when
the Church mailed Mr. Tkach's semi­
annual letter to Plain Truth sub­
scribers at the third-class barcoded
rate, the average cost was 8.9 cents
compared to 12 cents for nonauto­
mated third class. Multiplied by the
more than 1.6 million semiannual
letters mailed in 1994, this discount
added up to about $49,600.
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Personal: covenants with Abraham and Israel
Continued from page 1

God made with Abraham.
God repeated his promise to give

Abraham the land of Canaan (verse
7). Abraham asked for some evidence
(verse 8). In response, God asked for
some animals, and Abraham cut the
animals in half and arranged the
halves (verses 9-10). Then God caused
Abraham to fall into a deep sleep
(verse 12), during which God
described the covenant (verses 13-16):

"Then the Lord said to him, 'Know
for certain that your descendants will
be strangers in a country not their
own, and they will be enslaved and
mistreated four hundred years. But I
will punish the nation they serve as
slaves, and afterward they will come
out with great possessions. You,
however, will go to your fathers in
peace and be buried at a good old
age. In the fourth generation your
descendants will come back here, for
the sin of the Amorites has not yet
reached its full measure.' "

God made some dramatic promises
to Abraham, and they were uncondi­
tional promises. God didn't say, I'll do
this if you do that. Abraham had
already done enough. He had accept­
ed God's call, went to the land as God
had commanded, and he believed
God and was therefore counted as
righteous. So God told him, Know for
certain that I will give your descen­
dants the land. It was guaranteed.

Next, in this dream, something very
peculiar happened: "When the sun
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had set and darkness had fallen, a
smoking firepot with a blazing torch
appeared and passed between the
pieces. On that day the Lord made a
covenant with Abram and said, 'To
your descendants I give this land,
from the river of Egypt to the great
river, the Euphrates'" (verses 17-18).

Now, we might ask, what is this
business with a smoking firepot and a
blazing torch? Answer. This seems to
be part of the ancient custom of mak­
ing a covenant. Animals were cut in
half, and arranged in two rows, and
the people making the covenant
walked between the halves and took
an oath, saying, if I break this
covenant, if I break my part of this
agreement, let me be cut in half like
one of these animals. It was a rather
bloody custom, but it certainly empha­
sized how seriously the people took
the agreement they were making. In
-the Hebrew language, covenants
weren't simply "made"-they were cut.

In this dream, God is symbolized
by the smoking firepot or the blazing
torch, and he passes between the
pieces of the sacrificed animals to
emphasize to Abraham how guaran­
teed his promise was. He cut a
covenant with Abraham, formalizing
the promise he had made to Abraham
because of Abraham's faith. This is
the landmark covenant that God
made with the father of the faithful.

Sign of the covenant
The next thing we notice about

God's covenant with Abraham is that
it had a sign associated with it. In
Genesis 17, we find that some 14
years after the events we just read
about, God confirmed his covenant,
changing Abram's name to Abraham.

We read about this covenant renew­
al in verses 1-8: "When Abram was
ninety-nine years old, the Lord
appeared to him and said, 'I am God
Almighty; walk before me and be
blameless. I will confirm my covenant
between me and you and will greatly
increase your numbers.' Abram fell
facedown, and God said to him, 'As
for me, this is my covenant with you:
You will be the father of many
nations. No longer will you be called
Abram; your name will be Abraham,
for I have made you a father of many
nations. I will make you very fruitful;
I will make nations of you, and kings
will come from you. I will establish
my covenant as an everlasting
covenant between me and you and
your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God
and the God of your descendants
after you. The whole land of Canaan,
where you are now an alien, I will
give as an everlasting possession to
you and your descendants after you;
and I will be their God.' "

God renewed the covenant, and he
added some more blessings. He
promised to be the God of Abraham's
descendants. And God now required
something of Abraham-circumci­
sion (verses 9-11):

"Then God said to Abraham, 'As
for you, you must keep my covenant,
you and your descendants after you
for the generations to come. This is
my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, the covenant
you are to keep: Every male among
you shall be circumcised. You are to
undergo circumcision, and it will be
the sign of the covenant between me
and you. For the generations to come
every male among you who is eight
days old must be circumcised,
'including those born in your house­
hold or bought with money from a
foreigner-those who are not your
offspring. Whether born in your
household or bought with your

money, they must be circumcised.
My covenant in your flesh is to be an
everlasting covenant.' "

Circumcision was to be the sign of
the everlasting covenant between
God and Abraham and his descen­
dants. The covenant was renewed
and expanded. Cutting the foreskin
was a continuing reminder that God
had cut a covenant with the children
of Abraham. This covenant and the
circumcision was continued in Isaac,
Jacob and the Israelites. Let's skip
now to the book of Exodus and look
at God's covenant with the 12 tribes
of Israel in the days of Moses.

Covenant at Mt. Sinai
The first thing we notice about the

covenant at Mt. Sinai is that the peo­
ple agreed to obey. We are told that
God remembered the covenant he had
made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
and he therefore brought the Israelites
out of slavery in Egypt. He brought
them to Mt. Sinai, and there he made
a covenant with them. As their ruler,

God made some
dramatic promises to
Abraham, and they
were unconditional
promises. God didn't
say, I'll do this if you do
that. Abraham had
already done enough.
He had accepted God's
call, went to the land as
God had cOllUllanded,
and he believed God
and was therefore
counted as righteous.
he gave laws, and they agreed to keep
those laws (Exodus 19:5-8).

God said: '" ow if you obey me
fully and keep my covenant, then out
of all nations you will be my treasured
possession. Although the whole earth
is mine, you will be for me a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation.' [And he
told Moses:] 'These are the words you
are to speak to the Israelites.' So
Moses went back and summoned the
elders of the people and set before
them all the words the Lord had com­
manded him to speak. The people all
responded together, 'We will do every­
thing the Lord has said.' "

The people agreed to make a
covenant with God. After they were
ready, God spoke the Ten Command­
ments, as we see in the first part of
chapter 20. God would have spoken
the rest of the covenant, too, but the
people were frightened (verses 18­
19): "When the people saw the thun­
der and lightning and heard the
trumpet and saw the mountain in
smoke, they trembled with fear. They
stayed at a distance and said to
Moses, 'Speak to us yourself and we
will listen. But do not have God
speak to us or we will die.' "

So Moses became the mediator of
the covenant on Mt. Sinai. Beginning
in verse 22, God started giving more
commandments to Moses for him to
give to the people. He told them to
make altars in a particular way, to
treat servants in a particular way, to
punish serious sins, to punish theft,
and various other laws in chapters 21,
22 and 23. And if they did all that, God
promised to drive out the Canaanites
and give the land to the Israelites.

That was his part of the agreement.
The Abrahamic covenant had

emphasized God's promise, and the
Sinai covenant emphasized human
responsibilities.

The people agreed to obey: "When
Moses went and told the people all
the Lord's wo.rds and laws, they
responded with one voice, 'Every­
thing the Lord has said we will do' "
(Exodus 24:3). So Moses prepared
for a covenant ceremony:

"Then he sent young Israelite men,
and they offered bumt offerings and
sacrificed young bulls as fellowship
offerings to the Lord. Moses took half
of the blood and put it in bowls, and
the other half he sprinkled on the
altar. Then he took the Book of the
Covenant and read it to the people.
They responded, 'We will do every­
thing the Lord has said; we will obey.'
Moses then took the blood, sprinkled
it on the people and said, 'This is the
blood of the covenant that the Lord
has made with you in accordance
with all these words' " (verses 5-8).

So animals were killed, and the
people came under the covenant by
being sprinkled with the blood.

The next thing we notice about the
Sinai covenant is that the Ten Com­
mandments were at its core. In Exo­
dus 34:28, we read that "the words of
the covenant-the Ten Command­
ments"-were written on tablets of
stone. The Ten Commandments were
the words of the covenant. The
tablets were called the "tablets of the
covenant." They were placed inside
an ark, and the ark was called "the
ark of the covenant." The covenant,
then, was stored inside the ark.

The Ten Commandments formed
the core of the Sinaitic, or old
covenant, but the covenant also
included all of Exodus 20-24. The
people agreed to be servants of God,
and he agreed to protect them.

In Exodus 31:13-17, we see that
the Sabbath was made a sign of the
Sinai covenant, just as circumcision
had been a sign of the covenant with
Abraham. The Sabbath was a perpet­
ual reminder of the covenant that
Israel made at Mt. Sinai.

There are also other, lesser-known
covenants God made with his people,
such as the covenant of the show­
bread, or bread of presence, that was
to be eaten only by the priests
(Leviticus 24:5). But the major Old
Testament covenant is the one God
made with the nation of Israel at Mt.
Sinai. This is where they became one
nation under God. Later Israelite his­
tory is built on this covenant at Mt.
Sinai. This covenant was renewed
several times during Israel's history.

Just before the Israelites went into
the promised land, they renewed the
covenant on the plains of Moab. The
Ten Commandments remained the
central core of the covenant, but
more laws and more detailed bless­
ings and curses were given. Through­
out the rest of Israel's history, God
blessed them according. to this
covenant, and he punished them
according to this covenant. He was
acting according to the terms of the
agreement they had made.

God was faithful, but the people
were not. You know the history. The
people eventually lost possession of
the land and were sent into captivity.

A new, superior covenant
The first thing we note about the

new covenant is that it was prophe­
sied in the Old Testament. But let's
look first at what Hebrews 8:5-6 says
about the relationship between the
old and the new covenants:

"They [the priests] serve at a sanc­
See Personal, page 3
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Personal: Christ makes old covenant obsolete
Continued from page 2

tuary that is a copy and shadow of
what is in heaven. This is why Moses
was warned when he was about to
build the tabernacle: 'See to it that
you make everything according to
the pattern shown you on the moun­
tain.' But the ministry Jesus has
received is as superior to theirs as
the covenant of which he is mediator
is superior to the old one, and it is
founded on better promises."

We see several things in these two
verses: First, Jesus has a better min­
istry than the Levites had. Jesus is a
more effective High Priest-he is
actually in the heavenly throne room,
not an earthly copy.

Second, the new covenant that
Jesus brought is superior to the old
covenant. It is better, and it has bet­
ter promises. It gives us a better
inheritance.

Let's keep reading in verses 7-8:
"For if there had been nothing wrong
with that first covenant, no place
would have been sought for another.
But God found fault with the people."

So here we see that there was
something wrong with the old
covenant. The problem was that the
people couldn't do what they said
they would do. They couldn't obey
the law. As we are told earlier in
Hebrews, they didn't have faith.
Their minds were spiritually dull;
they did not understand. They didn't
have the heart to obey-and God
knew it from the very start. There­
fore, another covenant was needed,
and that is exactly what the prophets
predicted. And here in Hebrews 8, a
section of Jeremiah is quoted.

Let's continue reading in verse 8:
"God found fault with the people and
said: 'The time is coming, declares
the Lord, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah. It will not be
like the covenant I made with their
forefathers when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of Egypt,
because they did not remain faithful
to my covenant, and I turned away
from them, declares the Lord.' "

So the new covenant is prophesied

Each person will want
to obey God not
because of some list of
rules written down
somewhere, but
because he or she has
an obedient attitude-a
circumcised heart, God
calls it. The laws will
be internalized. People
will keep the spirit of
the law. They will be in
allegiance with God.

to be different than the old. How
much different?

Let's continue reading in verse 10,
still quoting from Jeremiah 31: "This
is the covenant I will make with the
house of Israel after that time,
declares the Lord. I will put my laws
in their minds and write them on
their hearts. I will be their God, and
they will be my people. No longer will
a man teach his neighbor, or a man
his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,'
because they will all know me, from

the least of them to the greatest."
Each person will have his or her

own relationship with God, Jeremiah
predicted. Each person will want to
obey God not because of some list of
rules written down somewhere, but
because he or she has an obedient
attitude-a circumcised heart, God
calls it. The laws will be internalized.
People will keep the spirit of the law.
They will be in allegiance with God,
no longer in rebellion against him.

Old covenant obsolete
And not only that, the ritualistic

sacrifices of the old covenant will no
longer be needed. God will forgive
his people without need for sacri­
fices. We see that in verse 12: "For I
will forgive their wickedness and will
remember their sins no more."

And verse 13 plainly tells us that
the old covenant is obsolete, or, as
Mr. Armstrong wrote, it is ended: "By
calling this covenant 'new,' he has
made the first one obsolete; and what
is obsolete and aging will soon disap­
pear." The old covenant, as a package I

of laws regulating a relationship
between God and his people, is obso­
lete. Of course, not every law in the
old covenant is done away-many of
those laws are repeated in the New
Testament, but the old covenant itself,
as a package, is obsolete.

You see, the fault of the old
covenant was in the people, and the
blood of bulls and goats could not
change their hearts. It could not
cleanse a guilty conscience. That's
why they had to keep sacrificing ani­
mals year after year. They were never
done. They could never do enough.

So the prophets foretold a new
covenant-a new basis of relation­
ship between God and his people.
The book of Hebrews quotes Jeremi­
ah, but Jeremiah wasn't the only
prophet to predict a new covenant.

In the first of his "Suffering Ser­
vant" prophecies, Isaiah wrote of the
mission of Christ. In Isaiah 42:6-7,
God is speaking to his Servant: "I,
the Lord, have called you in right-·
eousness; I will take hold of your
hand. I will keep you and will make
you to be a covenant for the people
and a light for the Gentiles, to open
eyes that are blind, to free captives
from prison and to release from the
dungeon those who sit in darkness."

New covenant, better promises
Jesus Christ fulfilled this prophecy.

He is the light for both Jews and gen­
tiles. He opens the eyes of the spiritu­
ally blind, and he brings freedom to
those who are enslaved by sin. And
he is the covenant that God makes
with his people. He is the basis for
our relationship with God. It is only
through him that we can receive the
better promises of the new covenant.

Isaiah predicts this new and
improved covenant in several places.

Let's look at Isaiah 59:20: " 'The
Redeemer will come to Zion, to those
in Jacob who repent of their sins,'
declares the Lord. 'As for me, this is
my covenant with them,' says the
Lord. 'My Spirit, who is on you, and
my words that I have put in your
mouth will not depart from your
mouth, or from the mouths of your
children, or from the mouths of their
descendants from this time on and
forever,' says the Lord."

The new covenant involves the
Holy Spirit. That's why it is better.
The Holy Spirit is given to God's peo­
ple as a sort of down payment guar­
anteeing their future inheritance. And
the Holy Spirit changes their hearts.
The people are transformed, and they
grow more and more like Christ, the
Messenger and Mediator of the new

covenant. The new covenant involves
a spiritual relationship, a matter of
the heart and conscience and faith.

Jesus and the new covenant: Jesus
fulfilled these prophecies. He brought
the new covenant. We are familiar
with the words of the Last Supper,
which we review at every New Testa­
ment Passover. Jesus said that the cup
of wine represented his own blood,

Faith leads us to obey
our Savior. If we love
him, we will keep his
commandments. Ifwe
love him, if we have
faith that he died for us,
then we will want to
live for him. Everything
we do should be for his
honor and glory.

which would be the blood of the new
covenant (Matthew 26:28). Luke tells
us that the cup represents the new
covenant in Jesus' blood (Luke 22:20).

The old covenant was sealed with
blood. The new covenant was, too. It
was ratified, or established, when
Jesus' blood was poured out on the
cross. We renew that covenant and we
reaffirm our commitment to it when
we eat the bread and drink the "vine,
remembering the Lord's death until
he returns. We are saying, in effect: "I
have faith in my Savior. Jesus Christ
has brought me out of slavery and res­
cued me. All that he says, I will obey."

The Lord's Supper is a reminder of
the covenant, a visible sign of the
covenant. But the wine isn't sprinkled
on us, like the blood was. Rather, we
drink. the wine. It goes inside us. The
new covenant affects our innermost
being. The blood of Jesus Christ
changes us. Hebrews 9:14 says that
his blood cleanses our consciences.
His sacrifice sanctifies us, makes us
holy, sets us aside for a holy purpose.

We are called to be a kingdom of
priests, doing God's work il1 this
world. That's part of the new
covenant, part of our relationship
with God. Jesus Christ is the Messen­
ger and Mediator of the new
covenant; he is also the sacrifice-he
is the new covenant.

All that our Lord has said, we
ought to do. That's part of the Great
Commission: "Go and make disciples
of all nations ... teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded
you" (Matthew 28: 19-20). When we
say Lord, Lord, we have the duty to
obey what our Lord says.

Repentance and faith in Christ
If we really believe that he was the

Son of God, if we really believe that
all authority on heaven and earth has
been given to him, if we really believe
that he is the Judge of the living and
the dead, then we are going to want
to obey him. Faith leads us to obey
our Savior. If we love him, we will
keep his commandments. If we love
him, if we have faith that he died for
us, then we will want to live for him.
Everything we do should be for his
honor and glory. We are his people,
in his service, willing to do his work.

The commands of Jesus, beginning
with the command to repent and
believe in him, are the requirements
of the new covenant. And if we
believe, it is because God has called
us; it is because God has already
begun to change our hearts. Through

repentance and faith in Christ, we
are given the Holy Spirit and are
promised eternal life in the kingdom
of God. This is an eternal covenant,
guaranteed by Jesus himself, who is
our High Priest interceding for us.
He is working in us, perfecting us for
his use (Hebrews 10:14).

We have been given exceedingly
great promises! Can you believe them?
If so, then your faith can be counted
as righteousness, just as Abraham's
was. Salvation is God's gift. If you
don't believe God, salvation won't be
given to you. In the new covenant,
faith is required. God forgives our sins
because Christ died for us. Because of
his one great sacrifice, God can forgive
all our sins. And we are acceptable to
'God only if we have faith.

Terms of the new covenant
The new covenant is not simply a

restatement of the old laws. We have
already seen in Hebrews 8 that the
old covenant is obsolete. Some of its
laws have been discarded. Some of
its laws have been changed. Some
have been continued, and others
have been added. The new covenant
is different from the old. It not only
adds faith and the Holy Spirit, it also
removes some of the laws of the old.

Let's look at Hebrews 7 to see what
the Bible tells us about it. The pas­
sage is talking about Jesus being a
High Priest forever, even though he
is not a Levite. The question is, How
can this be? Hebrews 7:12 answers:
"For when there is a change of the
priesthood, there must also be a
change of the law."

The old covenant said that priests
had to be of the family of Aaron. So
when Jesus ascends to heaven as our
eternal High Priest, it means that the
old law has been changed. In fact, it
is changed so much that it is set
aside. It doesn't apply any more. We
notice that again in verses 18-19:
"The former regulation is set aside
because it was weak and useless (for
the law made nothing perfect), and a
better hope is introduced, by which
we draw near to God."

The old covenant is set aside
because it was weak. It could not
make anyone perfect. It could not
change their hearts. Now, in the new
covenant mediated by Jesus, we have
a better hope, better promises, and we
can each draw near to God. We can
each know the Lord and have a direct
relationship with him. Therefore, as
verse 22 says, "Jesus has become the
guarantee of a better covenant."

This "setting aside" is not just talk­
ing about Levitical and sacrificial
laws that were added to the old
covenant-it is talking about the old
covenant itself. The whole package
was set aside and replaced by Christ.
"Therefore he is able to save com­
pletely those who come to God
through him, because he always lives
to intercede for them" (verse 25).

Hebrews 10 continues the theme,
discussing the prophecies about
Christ's coming and how he did away
with all the old covenant offerings.

"First he said, 'Sacrifices and offer­
ings, burnt offerings and sin offer­
ings you did not desire, nor were you
pleased with them' (although the law
required them to be made). Then he
said, 'Here I am, I have come to do
your will.' He sets aside the first to
establish the second" (verses 8-9).

When this passage talks about
"first" and "second," it's talking
about the old and new covenants.
Jesus has set aside the first covenant,
setting aside some of its laws, so he
could establish the new covenant, the
new relationship we have with God.

See Personal, page 4
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heart (Romans 2:29).

Faith leads us to obedience
You see, the law cannot give us sal­

vation. All it can do is condemn us,
since we all are lawbreakers. And
God knew in advance that nobody
could keep the law. As we read Gala­
tians 3:24, the law points us to
Christ. The law cannot give us salva-

. tion, but it can help us see our need
for salvation, and it helps us see that
righteousness must be a gift, not
something we earn.

When Judgment Day comes, and
the Judge asks us why he should let
us into his kingdom, how are we
going to answer? Are we going to say
that we have kept particular laws? I
hope not, because the Judge could
easily point out laws that we haven't
kept, sins that we never repented of.
We can't say that we were good
enough to keep the laws. N~all we
can do is plead for mercy. We have
faith that Christ died to redeem us
from all sins. He died to rescue us
from the penalty of the law. That's
our only basis for salvation.

Of course, faith does not do away
with obedience. Faith leads us to obe­
dience. The new covenant has many
laws of its own. Jesus made many
demands- on our time and our hearts
and our money. We know that.

Jesus did away with many laws,
but he also reaffirmed many laws and
made them more demanding, since
they must be kept in the spirit and
not just superficially. We must look
to Jesus' teachings, and the teachings
of his inspired apostles, to see the
way that Christian faith is expected to
work in our lives in the new covenant.

Christ died for us so that we might
live for him. We are saved from the
slavery of sin so that we might
become slaves of righteousness. We
are called to serve one another, not
ourselves. Christ demands everything
we have, and everything we are. We
are expected to obey-but we are
saved by faith.

Salvation by faith
We can see that in Romans 3. In

one short section, Paul spells out the
plan of salvation. Let's read it and
see how it confirms what we have
seen in Galatians: "Therefore no one
will be declared righteous in his sight
by observing the law; rather, through
the law we become conscious of sin.
But now a righteousness from God,
apart from law, has been made
known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify" (verses 20-21).

Old Testament scriptures predicted
salvation by grace through faith in
Jesus Christ, and it comes not through
the old covenant law, but by faith.
That's the basis of the new covenant
terms of our relationship with God
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Paul continues in verses 22-24:
"This righteousness from God comes
through faith in Jesus Christ to all
who believe. There is no difference, for
all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, and are justified freely
bY his grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus."

Because Jesus died for us, we can
be declared righteous. God justifies
those who have faith in Christ-and
therefore no one can brag about how
well they keep the law. Paul contin­
ues in verse 28: "For we maintain
that a man is justified by faith apart
from observing the law."

These are profound words by the
apostle Paul. And James, like Paul,
warns us about any so-called faith
that doesn't lead to obeying God. It
was Abraham's faith that led him to

See Personal, page 5

law? It was added because of trans­
gressions until the Seed to whom the
promise referred had come."

Christians have a relationship with
God based on faith, not on law. Of
course we obey God, but we obey
according to the new covenant, not
the old. Paul explains that we have to
be obedient in chapters 5 and 6. His
point here is that the law of Moses­
the old covenant-was temporary. It
was added only until Christ came.
That's what we see in verse 19:
"What, then, was the purpose of the

A relationship based on faith
Christ is the Seed, and the old

covenant is now obsolete. The new
covenant has a new set of laws,
though many are the same, and our
relationship with God is on a differ­
ent foundation, based on a different
agreement.

Let's read verses 24-26: "So the law
was put in charge to lead us to Christ
that we might be justified by faith.
Now that faith has come, we are no
longer under the supervision of the
law. You are all sons of God through
faith in Christ Jesus." These scrip­
tures seem clear to me. I hope they
are to you, too. We are not under the
old covenant laws-except, of course,
those that are also part of the new
covenant.

Let's drop down to verse 29: "If
you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham's seed, and heirs according
to the promise." So, the point is that
Christians are given the Holy Spirit
on the basis of faith. We are justified
by faith, or declared right with 'God
by faith. We are saved on the basis of
faith, not on law-keeping, and cer­
tainly not on the basis of the old
covenant. If we believe God's
promise through Jesus Christ, we
have a right relationship with God.

In other words, our relationship
with God is based on faith and
promise, just as Abraham's was. Laws
that were added at Sinai cannot
change the promise given to Abra­
ham, and those laws cannot change
the promise given to all who are Abra­
ham's children by faith. That package
of laws became obsolete when Christ
died, and there is now a new package.

Even circumcision, which was
given to Abraham as a sign of his
covenant, cannot change the original
promise based on faith. In Romans
4, Paul points out that Abraham was
declared righteous, and therefore
acceptable to God, while he was
uncircumcised. It was at least 14
years later that circumcision was
commanded. Physical circumcision
is not required for Christians today.
Circumcision is now a matter of the

Christ died for us so
that we might live for
him. We are saved from
the slavery of sin so that
we might become slaves
of righteousness. We
are called to serve one
another; not ourselves.
Christ demands every­
thing we have, and
everything we are. We
are expected to obey­
but we are saved by
faith.

Old covenant was temporary
Let's go to Galatians 3 and see what

the apostle Paul is talking about. In
this letter, he was arguing against a
legalistic heresy. In verse 2 he asks, "
would like to learn just one thing
from you: Did you receive the Spirit
by observing the law, or by believing
what you heard?" The answer, of
course, is that they received the Holy
Spirit by faith, not by the law. He asks
something similar in verse 5: "Does
God give you his Spirit and work mir­
acles among you because you observe
the law, or because you believe what
you heard?" The answer, of course, is
that the Holy Spirit-and salvation­
comes by faith, not by law.

"Consider Abraham," Paul says in
verses 6-7. "He believed God, and it
was credited to him as righteousness.
Understand, then, that those who
believe are children of Abraham."
Paul is quoting Genesis 15. If we
have faith, we are children of Abra­
ham. We inherit the promises that
God gave to him.

Notice verse 9: "So those who have
faith are blessed along with Abra­
ham, the man of faith." Faith brings
blessings. But if we rely on keeping
the law, we will be condemned. We
will fall short. But Christ saved us
from that. He died for us. Notice
verse 14: "He redeemed us in order
that the blessing given to Abraham
might come to the Gentiles through
Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might
receive the promise of the Spirit."

Then, in verses 15-16, Paul uses a
practical example to tell the Chris­
tians at Galatia that the law of Moses
cannot do away with the promises
given to Abraham.

"Brothers, let me take an example
from everyday life. Just as no one
can set aside or add to a human
covenant that has been duly estab~
lished, so it is in this case. The
promises were spoken to Abraham
and to his seed."

That seed, of course, is Jesus
Christ. But Jesus is not the only one
who inherits the promises of Abra­
ham. The point that Paul is making
is that the Galatian Christians do,
too, and we do today as well. If we
have faith in Christ, we are Abra­
ham's children, and we inherit the
promises through Jesus Christ.

Now we come to verse 17: "What I
mean is this: The law, introduced
430 years later, does not set aside the
covenant previously established by
God and thus do away with the
promise."

The law given at Mt. Sinai cannot
set aside the Abrahamic covenant,
based on faith in God's promise.
That's the point that Paul is making.

unusual at all for our firstborn cattle
and sheep. Instead, our whole life is
a sacrifice to God.

And the promises of the old
covenant are also obsolete. We do
not expect God to drive the Canaan­
ites out so we can occupy the land.

So you see that some laws are still
binding, and others are changed, and
some are done away with. But the
old covenant itself, as a package of
laws between God and his people, is
obsolete. We can't assume that any
part of the old covenant is binding
on us today simply on the basis of its
being in the old package of laws.
There is more to it than that.

The point is, we inherit the promis­
es ofAbraham on the basis of faith­
and laws that were given to Moses
simply cannot take away those
promises. This principle is taught in
Galatians 3:17. This is an especially
important passage that we simply
haven't given enough attention to.

Continued from page 3

Righteousness by faith
Now, let's notice that some of the

laws of the old covenant are still in
force, and some are changed, and
some are obsolete. We won't take
space to go through them all, but we
can go through a few just to demon­
strate the point. We'll look at a few
laws from the covenant made at Sinai.

Consider, for example, the Seventh
Commandment, which forbids adul­
tery. Is that in force? Absolutely! The
commandment is repeated in the
New Testament.

Another law in the old covenant is
in Exodus 22:22: "Do not take advan­
tage of a widow or an orphan." That
commandment is actually given new
force in the New Testament, because
rather then merely not taking advan­
tage of widows and orphans, we are
commanded to reach out to help
them. So that law is still in force, and
even made stronger.

Let's consider the First Command­
ment, in Exodus 20:3: "You shall have
no other gods." That commandment
is repeated in the New Testament, so
it's still in force, but in actual applica­
tion, we obey it in a distinctly differ­
ent way, because we worship Jesus
Christ, and we cannot worship the
Father at all unless we come to him
through his Son. The First Command­
ment now requires faith in Christ. So
this commandment, too, has been
changed by being expanded.

Another law we apply in a different
way is Exodus 22:19: "Anyone who
has sexual relations with an animal

Personal: Abraham's covenant and Moses' laws
I

Christians have a rela­
tionship with God
based on faith, not on
law. Of course, we obey
God, but we obey
according to the new
covenant, not according
to the old.

This new covenant has better
promises. For one thing, as verse 10
says: "And by that will, we have been
made holy through the sacrifice of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all."
Through the new covenant, we have
been sanctified, made holy to God.

must be put to death." The principle of
the law is still in force (the New Testa­

·ment forbids all sexual immorality),
but we do not enforce this particular
penalty. The law has been changed by
being reduced. We would remove such
a person from our fellowship until
repentance, because anyone who does
such a thing is obviously not in a right
relationship with God. They are violat­
ing the new covenant.

Briefly, now let's notice some
examples of laws that are completely
obsolete. Exodus 20:24, for example:
"Make an altar of earth for me." We
do not keep that law in any way.

Exodus 22:29-30 is another exam­
ple: "You must give me the firstborn
of your sons. Do the same with your
cattle and your sheep." Today, we
give all our children to God in one
sense, but we do not give our first­
born in any special way. We might
give God an offering of thanks, just
as we would for anything. But there's
no particular requirement that we
have to give any certain amount, or
even that we have to do anything
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Personal: The new covenant changes our hearts
Continued from page 4

obey God (Genesis 26:4-5). Paul is
talking about real faith, the kind that
includes repentance and total alle­
giance to Christ, a wholehearted will­
ingness to obey him.

But even then, he says, it is the
faith that saves us, and not the works.

In Romans 5:1-2, Paul writes:
''Therefore, since we have been justi­
fied through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access
by faith into this grace in which we
now stand. And we rejoice in the hope
of the glory of God."

Through faith. we have a right
relationship with God. We are his

The law cannot change
us, but Christ can. The
law condemns us to
death, but Christ
promises us life. The
law cannot rescue us
from the slavery of sin,
but Christ does. Christ
gives us freedom, but it
isn't freedom to please
ourselves-it is freedom
to serve him.
friends, not his enemies. That's how
we will be able to stand before him
on the day of judgment. We have
faith in the promise given to us
through Jesus Christ. .

Paul explains this further in
Romans 8: 1-4: "Therefore, there is
now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus, because through
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of
life set me free from the law of sin
and death. For what the law was
powerless to do in that it was weak­
ened by the sinful nature, God did by
sending his own Son in the likeness
of sinful man to be a sin offering.
And so he condemned sin in sinful
man, in order that the righteous
requirements of the law might be
fully met in us, who do not live
according to the sinful nature but
according to the Spirit."

So you see that our relationship
with God is based on faith in Jesus
Christ. That's the agreement that
God has made with us. He has'
agreed to count us as righteous if we
have faith in his Son, ifwe live by the
Spirit and are led by the Spirit in
newness of life. The law cannot
change us, but Christ can. The law
condemns us to death, but Christ
promises us life. The law cannot res­
cue us from the slavery of sin, but
Christ does. Christ gives us freedom,
but it isn't freedom to please our­
selves--it is freedom to serve him.

Paul makes that clear in 2
Corinthians 3. Here he writes that
God "has made us competent as min­
isters of a new covenant-not of the
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter
kills, but the Spirit gives life" (verse
6). The old covenant condemns us,
but the new covenant gives us life
through the Holy Spirit. He contin­
ues in verses 7-8: "Now if the min­
istry that brought death, which was
engraved in letters on stone, came
with glory, so that the Israelites
could not look steadily at the face of
Moses because of its glory, fading
though it was, will not the ministry

of the Spirit be even more glorious?"
The old covenant was good, but the

new covenant is so much better that
the old one doesn't compare, and we
are privileged to have a relationship
with God based on the new covenant!

Old and new in the book of
Hebrews

The book of Hebrews explains
more about the old covenant and the
new. We have already looked at parts
of chapters 7 and 8. Jesus is the new
High Priest, making the old priest­
hood obsolete, and he brought a new
covenant, making the old covenant
obsolete. The new covenant is better,
since it has a way to make people
perfect, a way to forgive their sins. a
way to change their hearts.

Let's go to chapter 9 and continue
the thought. The old covenant had a
tabernacle that was a physical copy of
what was in heaven. They had regular
sacrifices. but the priests could go into
the Holy of Holies only once a year.

Notice what verses 9-10 says about
this: "This is an illustration for the
present time, indicating that the gifts
and sacrifices being offered were not
able to clear the conscience of the
worshiper. They are only a matter of
food and drink and various ceremo­
nial washings-extemal regulations
applying until the time of the new
order."

So all those rituals were temporary
works. Now. the new order has
come. and the old is obsolete. Those
rituals could make people outwardly
clean. we are told. but the new
covenant is better.

We see that in verses 14-15: "How
much more, then. will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself unblemished to God.
cleanse our consciences from acts that
lead to death, so that we may serve
the living God! For this reason Christ
is the mediator of a new covenant,
that those who are called may receive
the promised etemal inheritance­
now that he has died as a ransom to
set them free from the sins committed
under the first covenant."

Being made perfect and holy
Let us move now to chapter 10.

verse 1: "The law is only a shadow of
the good things that are coming-not
the re;;ilities themselves. For this rea­
son it can never. by the same sacri­
fices repeated endlessly year after
year, make perfect those who draw
near to worship." The law pointed
people to Christ. The regulations and
rituals and rules were good. but they
were not good enough. They could
not make us perfect.

But Christ does. We see that in
verse 10: "And by thatwill [God's
will, that is]. we have been made
holy through the sacrifice of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all."
And in verse 14: "Because by one sac­
rifice he has made perfect forever
those who are being made holy."
This is already being done to us in
the new covenant. We have been
declared righteous. We are being
made perfect and holy.

Can we believe these promises of
God? If we have the faith of Abra­
ham.yes.

We have been forgiven-by grace,
through faith in our Savior Jesus
Christ. But does this make any differ­
ence in how we live? Of course it
does. It must. We have obligations to
serve our Lord and Master. and we
have obligations toward one another.
We are no longer the servants of
sin-we have a new Master. and we
are to give all our allegiance to him.

That's the conclusion in verses 1-9­
25. Notice that it starts with "there-

fore." The writer is making a conclu­
sion based on what he's just written.
We are in a new covenant. forgiven
by our great High Priest.

"Therefore, brothers. since we have
confidence to enter the Most Holy
Place by the blood of Jesus. by a new
and living way opened for us through
the curtain, that is, his body, and
since we have a great priest over the
house of God, let us draw near to God
with a sincere heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
to cleanse us from a guilty con­
science and having our bodies
washed with pure water. Let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess,
for he who promised is faithful."

So, because we have been forgiven,
we should have a better relationship
with God. We should draw near to
him, knowing that he accepts us as
righteous because we are children of
Abraham and heirs of the promise
given to him. In the new covenant,
each of us can know the Lord. We
can have a good relationship with
him. And we can also have a better
relationship with one another.

Let's continue reading in verse 24:
"And let us consider how we may
spur one another on toward love and
good deeds. Let us not give up meet­
ing together, as some are in the habit
of doing, but let us encourage one
another-and all the more as you see
the Day approaching. n

We are to encourage one another
in the faith; we are to encourage
works of service. We are all called to

Jesus is the new High
Priest, making the old
priesthood obsolete,
and he brought a new
covenant, making the
old covenant obsolete.
The new covenant is
better, since it has a
way to make people
perfect, a way to forgive
their sins, a way to
change their hearts.

worship and glorify God and Jesus
Christ. Nothing could be more
important. We are to support and
encourage each other in that. and we
can't do it when we're all accusing
and attacking each other.

Old covenant practices
Jesus Christ has established the

new covenant on better promises,
and he has made the old covenant
obsolete. The Bible clearly teaches
this much. Now, this leads to some
obvious but difficult questions: What
about old covenant practices· like
tithing, avoiding unclean meats, and
keeping Sabbaths and Holy Days?

Each of these is a separate subject,
needing separate treatment. Each
has a different history. The seventh
day. for example, was sanctified at
creation, long before the old
covenant began. The distinction
between clean and unclean animals
existed in the days of Noah, long
before Abraham. The Passover sea­
son began before Sinai, but other
Holy Days were instituted later. Cir­
cumcision and sacrifices began
before Sinai, too.

The N~ Testament discusses each
of these subjects in a slightly different
way, and I will not address them all in

this letter. But in each case, they have
been transformed in the new covenant
in the blood of Jesus Christ. In this let­
ter, I want to comment briefly about
tithing, and then comment in more
detail about the Sabbath.

Dthing
Tithing was done before Sinai. The

first mention of it is in Genesis 14.
Abraham tithed on his spoils of war,
giving a tenth to Melchizedek. And
immediately after that, we see that
God made his first covenant with
Abraham. promising to bless him.
and that's the covenant that Chris­
tians today are heirs of.

As far as we know, tithing was not
required in the days of Abraham. He
seems to have done it voluntarily,
doing more than was required,
because he wanted to glorify God­
and God blessed him because of his
faithful attitude. Later, Jacob
pledged that he would tithe to God,
but this is also presented as a volun­
tary thing rather than a requirement.

Under the old covenant, tithing was
required for the support of the old
covenant ministers. The hard-hearted
Israelites were required to give 10
percent-and their blessing was only
a physical one! We who are in the
new covenant have much better
blessings-spiritual ones. How much
more willingly ought we to give in
thankfulness for the etemal spiritual
blessings we have in Christ Jesus?

The Israelites were commanded to
give 10 percent under the old
covenant that could not make them
perfect. How much more joyfully
should we give to God under the new
covenant? We, who have the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ, which does cleanse
our conscience? Should we give less
than a tithe, when the blessings we
have are so much more glorious than
those of the Israelites?

The old covenant gave us condem­
nation; the new covenant gives us
justification. How much more should
we be willing to give freely and gen­
erously to God so his Work can be
done in the world-to proclaim the
gospel, to declare the new covenant
ministry that gives us true life, and
gives that message of life to others?

Under the new covenant the tithe
is voluntary, done out of love and
allegiance to Jesus Christ. And isn't
that appropriate? Shouldn't our giv­
ing be done out of the measure of the
love of God in our hearts? The new
covenant stresses generosity more
than the old did. The new covenant
doesn't set a new percentage, but it
requires greater sacrifice.

Faith and tithing
A person who has faith in Jesus

Christ does not worry about whether
tithing is commanded in the New
Testament. A person who has faith
wants to give all he can to Christ­
within his means. of course. Chris­
tians should give generously to the
Church-but again, giving is a result
of their relationship with God, not a
basis for it. We are given access to
the throne of grace through faith. not
through tithing. But shouldn't our
attitude be willingness to give more
than the minimum?

Some people think that Christ lib­
erates us from the law so that we can
be more selfish. That is false! He lib­
erates us from the penalty of the law
so that we can be free to serve him
more, as loving children and not
merely as slaves under the lash. He
frees us so we can have faith instead
of selfish anxieties.

When it comes to tithing, the real
question is, Is your heart in the

See Personal, page 6
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Work on the Sabbath
In John 5, let's see what Jesus did

on the Sabbath, and what he said
about the Sabbath. He had gone to
the Pool of Bethesda and found a
man who had been lame for 38 years.
"When Jesus saw him lying there and
learned that he had been in this con­
dition for a long time, he asked him,
'Do you want to get well?'" (verse 6).

You might think that it's a strange
question-but some people simply
don't want to get well. They are com­
fortable in their old habits, their old
way of life. The man had been crip­
pled for 38 years, and if he were sud­
denly healed, he'd have to change the
way he lived. He would have to learn
a new role in the community. It
might be frightening, so Jesus asked
him, Do you really want to be
healed?

This man did want to be healed, so
Jesus said: " 'Get up! Pick up your mat
and walk.' At once the man was cured;
he picked up his mat and walked. The
day on which this took place was a
Sabbath, and so the Jews said to the
man who had been healed, 'It is the
Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry
your mat''' (verses 8-10).

Now admittedly, there was no
emergency. The man didn't have to
go anywhere on the Sabbath. He
could have stayed until sunset. But
Jesus had told him to carry some-

See Personal, page 8

not a sin to work on the Sabbath to
take care of those. We can fight fires,
prepare for bad weather, take care of
unexpected guests, etc. What one
person calls an emergency may not
be the same as what another person
calls an emergency-so we need to
avoid judging each other.

The attitude we need is this: I
wouldn't necessarily do what that
person did, but I'm not going to con­
demn him for it. Christ is his Judge,
and I am not. I do what I do to glori­
fy God, and I hope my brother is
doing whatever he's doing to glorify
God, too. Each person should be
fully convinced in his own mind, in
his own conscience, Romans 14 tells
us.

The Sabbath should be a spiritual
blessing, but I fear that some of our
members don't get much benefit out
of it. Some simply sleep in, lounge
around, eat out, travel to services,
gossip and complain instead of
encouraging one another, and as
soon as the sun has set, are racing off
to some personal activity. They ~re

avoiding work, in the strict sense of
employment, but they really aren't
keeping the Sabbath very holy,
either. They are not using it for God's
work, but primarily for their own
leisure.

Sometimes we put too much
emphasis on avoiding work, and not
enough on keeping it holy-not
enough on doing good. The Sabbath
was made for humans, and if we
don't do anything at all on it, we are
failing to use it for its intended pur­
pose. We should use the time to serve
others. That's what Jesus did.

But a few people would rather see
someone sleep through the Saboath
than to go to any significant effort to
help people on the Sabbath. Some
people are too worried about avoid­
ing work and not concerned enough
with living holy lives. They would be
offended at the healed man who car­
ried his mat, instead of praising God
that the man was finally healed. They
would rather see children forced into
silence than to see them play on the
Sabbath-and not even the old
covenant forbade children playing on
the Sabbath.

Living holy lives
The Lord of the Sabbath has come,

and the reality has replaced the shad­
ow (Colossians 2:17). The New Testa­
ment Sabbath, the Sabbath rest that
remains for the people of God
(Hebrews 4) is the new life in Christ,
the life of faith in him, the life of the
Spirit. Our weekly Sabbath obser­
vance, then, should reflect and cele­
brate that fact, but it should not be
an old covenant observance.

The way we usually observed the
Sabbath in the past has been to apply
old covenant rules to the new
covenant Sabbath, and thereby bind
unnecessary burdens.

We should respect and honor the
Sabbath. It is a celebration of the
new life in Christ, of the redemption
and sanctification we've been given
by God. It's an opportunity to devote
time to God especially for doing
things he would have us do-worship
services, acts of charity and service
for the poor or the sick, personal and
family study, prayer, and so on. But
it is not correct to say that God
demands that a breadwinner lose his
job over the Sabbath. He should
work toward devoting the Sabbath to
God, but for the Church to demand
that a person under all circum­
stances not work on the Sabbath is
to miss the point of it, and to apply
old covenant rules to what is now a
part of the new covenant.

Jesus talked about the ox in the
ditch. We can take care of emergen­
cies. We recognize that emergencies
come up on the Sabbath, and it is

and faith in Christ. We looked at the
external instead of the internal.

We meant well. Now, we can
change because God has led us to
deeper understanding of the new
covenant.

I have explained before that the
Sabbath was the sign of the old
covenant with Israel, but is not the
sign of the new covenant in the blood
of Christ. The sign of the new
covenant is faith in Christ, and the
bread and wine are the symbols of
that covenant. Consequently, the way
the Sabbath is to be observed under
the new covenant differs from the
way it was to be observed under the
old covenant.

ed to be members of our Church.
That, my brethren, is too strict. They
aren't healing like Jesus was, but
they are taking care of humanitarian
needs-needs that in many cases are
more urgent than hunger.

I know that our motives were good
in what we did. We wanted to uphold
the importance of obeying God. We
took his commands seriously, and
that's good. But sometimes it seemed
as if the Sabbath were more impor­
tant than people, or the Sabbath was
more important than expressing love

We should respect and
honor the Sabbath. It is
a celebration of the new
life in Christ, of the
redemption and sancti­
fication we've been
given by God. It's an

.opportunity to devote
time to God especially
for doing things he
would have us do.

Jesus, as God in the
flesh, had authority over
the Sabbath. He had the
right to interpret what it
meant and how it
should be kept. He said
that the Sabbath was
given to benefit
humans. So we see this
principle in action:
Humanitarian needs are
more important than
sticking to a strict inter­
pretation of rules.
authority over the Sabbath. He had
the right to interpret what it meant
and how it should be kept. Here, he
said that the Sabbath was given to
benefit humans. So we see this prin­
ciple in action: Humanitarian needs
are more important than sticking to a
strict interpretation ofrules.

Jesus often healed on the Sabbath.
There again, a humanitarian need
was more important than Sabbath
rules. In the past, we've been too
strict with this. Sometimes we
wouldn't even allow nurses to work
for an hour on Friday evening. They
had to give up their jobs if they want-

point of healing on the Sabbath. He
could have easily done his healings
on any other day. He could have easi­
ly promised the people that they
would be healed at sundown. But he
did not. He healed on the Sabbath
because that was a great day for lib­
erating people from bondage.

The old covenant told people not
to collect food on the Sabbath, under
threat of stoning, but Jesus defended
the right of his disciples to pick grain
on the Sabbath.

Let's read it in Mark 2:23-26: "One
Sabbath Jesus was going through the
grainfields, and as his disciples
walked along, they began to pick
some heads of grain. The Pharisees
said to him, 'Look, why are they
doing what is unlawful on the Sab­
bath?'

"He answered, 'Have you never
read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry and in
need? In the days of Abiathar the
high priest, he entered the house of
God and ate the consecrated bread,
which is lawful only for priests to
eat. And he also gave some to his
companions.' "

Jesus did not deny that the disci­
ples were working on the Sabbath.
Instead, he pointed out that David
himself had broken one of God's holi­
ness laws, and it had been OK for
him to do it. Taking care of hunger is
more important than keeping such
strict taboos. The letter of the law
was broken, but that was OK
because a more important principle
of the law was being kept. There was
an important human need.

David had an emergency, but the
disciples don't seem to have had any
such emergency. They were just a little
hungry, that's all. The point was that
they didn't need to make a fetish out
of avoiding activity on the Sabbath.

Mark continues: "Then [Jesus] said
to [the Pharisees]: 'The Sabbath was
made for man, not man for the Sab­
bath. So the Son of Man is Lord even
of the Sabbath' " (verses 27-28).

Jesus, as God in the flesh, had

Application in the new
covenant

Let's look at what Jesus taught us
about the Sabbath. First, we note
that Jesus kept the Sabbath. He was
born under the law, and he kept the
law. He never sinned. When Jesus
lived, the old covenant was still in
force, so he lived by the terms of the
old covenant.

That meant he did old covenant
things like killing lambs at Passover
time, supporting temple activities
with his tithes, and telling cleansed
lepers to make offerings according to
the law of Moses. He kept the Feast
of Dedication and other Jewish cus­
toms. And he was circumcised. In
other words, he was perfect in all the
laws of the old covenant-even the
laws that the apostles came to see
were no longer binding after Jesus
was crucified and resurrected. The
new covenant came in after Jesus'
death and resurrection, not before it.

Jesus did not argue with the Phar­
isees about whether to keep the Sab­
bath-but he certainly argued about
how to keep it. Compared to the
Pharisees, Jesus was a liberal. The
Pharisees had rules against healing
on the Sabbath, but Jesus made a

What Jesus taught about the
Sabbath

Now let's move on to the topic of
the Sabbath. Is the Sabbath an old
covenant law? Certainly. It is part of
the Ten Commandments, and the
Ten Commandments formed the
core of the old covenant.

But, is the Sabbath required in the
new covenant? Or, as another possi­
bility, is it transfonned, to be kept in
a different way? We know the Bible
doesn't say the Sabbath was changed
to Sunday. But is it possible that
Jesus Christ changed the way we
ought to observe the Sabbath? So the
question is, How does the Sabbath fit
into the new covenant?

The new covenant is based on
faith, not on law. But we know that
faith produces good works. It pro­
duces obedience to God. Faith leads
us to love God and love our neigh­
bors. Tithing, for example, is an
expression of love to God and of love
for all who hear the gospel that our
tithes help support.

Faith leads us to love God and to
spend time with him in prayer and in
study. Faith and love lead us to spend
time with one another, not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together,
but exhorting and encouraging one
another in love and good works.

Does tlie Sabbath give us spiritual
benefits? Certainly. Not only do we
benefit physically from the weekly
rest, we benefit spiritually from the
time that's devoted to God. Should
we forsake this spiritual benefit?
Should we use all our time for our
own pleasures? Of course not. A
Christian should want more time
devoted to the Lord, not less. The
Sabbath is a blessing. We rejoice in
it. We don't, and shouldn't, want to
give up a good thing. But we do need
to understand that there are changes
in the way the Sabbath is presented
in the New Testament from the role
it played in the Old Testament.

Personal: We applied old covenant rules
IContinued from page 5

gospel of Jesus Christ? Are you
putting your money where your
heart is? Or maybe I should state it
as a fact: You can tell where your
heart is by seeing where you are
putting your money. "Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be
also," Jesus said (Matthew 6:21).
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PUGH, Donald Edwin, 63, of Bre­
merton. Washington, died Dec. 5
He is survived by his wife Parne a. a
son, Denny. a daughter, Donna V.
Sawyer: two grandchildren; and four
sisters. Margaret Rdgeway, Dorothy
Malor Louise McCollum and Jean
Rutz

HIGH, George R" 61, of Norwa k,
Ohoo. died of cancer Oct 20. He is
survived by his wife, Helen; three
daughters, Tania Knott, Becky
Mardis and Theresa Gregory: his
father, RusseU; four sisters: and five
grandchildren

JACK FERGUSON

FERGUSON, Jack B 71 of Virginia
Beach, Virginia. died Nov. 1. He is
survived by hiS wife Elaine: two
daughters: two grandchildren; one
stepson; one stepdaughter; one sis­
ter; and one nephew

Acres, Arkansas, died Nov. 10 She
is survived by two daughters, Mar­
sha Bordeaux and Theresa McRae,
two sisters: and three grandchildren.

1·95

MURIEL NOWATCHIK

NOWATCHIK Muriel Loretta 40, of
Albion, New York. died of liver can­
cer Sept 30. She ;s survived by her
husband, Ronald, four children,
Robert. Joel, David and Krista!, her
parents, Paul and Marie; four broth­
ers; and four sisters.

DANIEL SIMONS

SIMONS John Daniel 18, of Chow­
chilla, California, died on a aulomo­
bile accident Oct 23. He is survived
by hIS parents, John of Chowchilla
and Jane of Yuba City, California;
his grandparents, George and ErTllly
Simons. and Mary Jean Koch; and
12 brothers and sisters, Mary Jane,
Steve. SylVia Jody, Wiley, Zane,
Robert, Adam, Lacy, CharleY,David
and Jimmy.

Our coupon baby this month Is
Nadia Louise Stadnik, daughter
of Eddie and ~ngrid Stadnik of
Cambridge. Eng and.

Birth Announcement

*Induding newborn

We'd like to let readers
know about your new
baby as soon as it
arrives. Just fill out this
coupon and send it to the
address given as soon as
possible after the baby is
born. Baby announce­
ments should be no more
than six months old.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
THE WORLDWIDE NEWS
BOX 111
PASADENA, CAUF~ 91129, U.s.A.

Last name Father's first name

"
Mother's first name Mother's maiden name

Church area or city of residence/state/country IBaby's sexo Boy
OGirl

Baby's first and middle names IDate of birth

Month: Day:

Time of day:IWeight INumber of children you have*I0 Check
Q A.M. . box if first6 P.M. Boys: GirlS: child

BARNES, Earlene Mae, 68, 01 Ozark

Clarence and Wynema Rezendes of
Medford, Oregon, celebrated their
50th anniversary Oct. 7. They have
two sons. five grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

Sam and Valerie Carroll of Escondi­
do, Caltfornia, celebrated the'r 50th
anniversary, Dec 27 They have a
son. Ronald' a daughter, Sandra; a
son-in-law, Lawrence Montoya and
three grandchildren. Jennifier and
Brandon Carroll and Diego Montoya

Please write your Worldwide News subscription number here:
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SCOTT, Lione JerviS, 96. of Ipswich,
England, died Nov. 23. He is sur­
vived by six children, 14 grandchil·
dren and six great-grandchildren.

HOUFER, Leila E. 93. of Wyoming,
Minnesota, died July 25 She Is
survived by two sons and their
wives, two daughters and their
husbands, three sisters, 16 grand­
children, 23 great-grandchildren
and eight great-great-grandchil­
dren.

Smith (deceased), Ruth Crouse and
Artis Roenspies; a son, Arthur; 20
grandchildren; and 14 great-grand­
children.

Obituaries

CHESLEY & IRIS TIPTON

Chesley and Iris Tipton of Big Sandy
celebrated their 55th anniversary
Dec. 25 They have three children.
Dan, Tom and Joy; two daughters­
in-law, Jeanie and Sharon a SOrl-In­
law, Carl Akins; six grandchildren;
and one great-granddaughter.

MORGAN LANE

LANE. Morgan. 80. of New Orleans.
Louisiana. died of Alzheimer's dis­
ease Nov 8 He Is survived by his
wife. EUnice; 11 of his 13 children,
Juanita, Jerry, Faye, Donald, Ivan,
Harold. Sedera. Cynthia Dianne,
Althea and Dareen, 21 grandchil­
dren; and seven great-grandchil­
dren.

Anniversaries
Made of Gold

Frank and Jane Parsons celebrated
their 30th anniversary Dec. 20. They
have two children, Todd and Amy,
and eight grandchildren. Mr Par­
sons is director of student employ­
ment at Ambassador Umversity

JOSEPH & JOANNE DONCHECK

Joseph and Joanne Doncheck of
Oxted, Surrey, Eng and, celebrated
theor 30th anniversary Sept. 19. They
have three children, Paul, Cheryl
and Wendy: a daughter-In-law Kate:
and a son-'n- aw, Ben Tompsett.

BEN & IRENE KATUIN

Ben and Irene Katuln of Auckland
New Zealand, celebrated theor 30th
anniversary Dec. 29 They have two
children, Anita and Juraja. and a
son-In- aw, Mark Dekker.

Frank and Carmen EspInosa cele­
brated their 25th annoversary Dec.
12. They have a son, Brett, a daugh­
ter, Kelly; and five grandchildren.
Mr. Espinosa is a local church elder
in the Tijuana and Mexicali, Mexico,
churches.

ARTHUR & ELIZABETH THOMAS

Arthur and Elizabeth Thomas of
Grand Junction. Michigan, celebrat­
ed their 60th anniversary Oct 20.
They have fIve daughters, Evelyn
Fahey, Phyllis Schemenauer, Martha

ALPHONSE & MARGERY
BOLDUC

Alphonse and Margery Bolduc of
Central Village, Connecticut. cele­
brated their 60th anniversary Jan. 3
They have a son, Richard, three
daughters, Shirley, Barbara and
Nancy; a daughter-in-law, Jean,
three sons-in-law, Richard Davis,
Roger POitras and Steve Thornton,
16 grandchildren, and 15 great­
grandchildren.

JOHN & JENNY TO PSETT

John and Jenny Tompsell of Wad­
hurst, Sussex. England, celebrated
their 25th anniversary Oct 5 They
have three children, Ben. NaOflli and
Daniel, and a daughter-in-law
Cheryl Tompsetl. Mr and Mrs

• Tompsett serve as deacon and dea­
coness In the Maidstone. England,
church.

Amy Sears, daughter of Debbie
Sears of Portland, Oregon, and
David Sears of Victorville, Calfomla,
and Shawn Jarvi, son 01 Skip JaM of
Vancouver, Washington, and Gail
Rands of Bellevue, Washington,
were united in marriage May 29. The
ceremony was performed by Glen
White, pastor of the Coeur d'Alene.
Idaho. church. Shelly Snyder was
ma,d of honor, and David Jarvi,
brother of the groom. was best man.

VERN & BERNADETIE EVANS

Vem and Bernadette Evans of Supe­
rior, Montana. celebrated their 40th
anniversary Oct 17. They have four
children, Brent and his wife, Flo­
rence; Brad and his Wife, Rae Ann,
Brenda and her husband, Rod Eben,
and Beth and her husband, Scoll
Enloe, and nine grandchildren.

MAURICE & BETTY FLEURY

Maurice and Belly Fleury of
Gainesville, Florida. celebrated their
40th annIversary Dec. 31. They have
three daughters, Sylvia. Cheryl and
Nancy a son, Byron: and four
grandchildren, Christopher, Veron,­
ca Mark and Kenneth.

Oliver, sister of the bride, was
matron of honor, and Aharan Ikar
was best man, The couple live in
Moorhead, Minnesota

DAVID & REBEKAH ROSENTHAL

Rebekah Lynne McElroy. daughler
of George and Esther McElroy of
Tuscaloosa. Alabama. and David
John Rosentha, son of James and
Diane Rosenthal of Saratoga
Springs, New York, were united in
marriage June 6. The ceremony was
performed by the groom's father,
pastor of the Albany, New York,
church. Rachel Williams. sister of the
bride was matron of honof. and Eric
Rosenthal, brother of the groom,
was best man. The couple live In
Pasadena.

MICHAEL & ELIZABETH WALKER

Michael and Elizabeth Walker of
CinCinnatI, Ohio, celebrated their
30th annIVersary June 13. They have
two daughters, Vivian and Tessa;
two sons Darius and Parrish; a son­
n-Iaw, Larry Mitchell, and a grand­
daughter, Yonna Mitchell

WINFORD & PHYLLIS VICE

Winford and Phyllis Vice of Okla­
homa City, Oklahoma. celebrated
the r 40th anmversary Dec. 11. They
have three sons, Bill, Ricky and
Robby' two daughters, Debi and
Marene; 12 grandchildren; and one
great-grandson. Mr. Vice is a dea­
con In the Oklahoma City church

Weddings

RANDY & JUUE PrTURA

Julie Ann Wolbeck. daughter of Don­
ald and linda Wotbeck of Detroit
Lakes. Mnnesota, and Randy John
Prtura, son of Alb n and Rita Pitura 01
Hadashvo e, Manitoba were un. ed
,n marriage April 10. The ceremony
was performed by Eugene Kubik
pastor of the Fargo and Grand
Forks. North Dakota. churches. Joan

LeAnne Renee Sherrets daughter of
Mr and Mrs Donald Sherrets of
New Philadelphia, .ohio, and David
Harley Hofstetter, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harley Hofsteller of Kidron,
Ohio, were united in marriage July
31. The ceremony was performed by
Donald Henson, pastor of the Can­
ton, Ohio, church. Heather Gross
was maid of honor, and Joe
Wengerd was best man. The couple
live in Kidron.

PAUL & MICHELE FERNANDEZ

M,chele Rae Bedoy and Paul
Joseph Fernandez were united in
marriage Feb. 27. The ceremony
was performed by Paul Troike. asso­
ciate pastor of the Escondido, Cali­
fornia, church. The couple live in
San Diego. California

VERNICH, David and Connie (Bums)
of Clarksville, Tennessee, boy.
Bradley Aaron, Dec. 1,6:20 a.m.. 7
pounds 13 ounces now 4 boys

TIM & HOLLY JORUD

Holly Michelle Oesterle daughter of
Robert and Anna Oesterle of West
Fargo, North Dakota. and Timothy
Duane Jorud. son of Marlin and
Phyllis Vig of Dilworth, Minnesota,
were united ,n marriage July 3. The
ceremony was performed by
Eugene Kubik, pastor of the Fargo
and Grand Forks North Dakota,
churches Stephanie McDonald was
maid of honor, and Jason Has erud
was best man. The couple live in
West Fargo.

Engagements

RAEBURN, Stewart and Main
(Graham) of Glasgow, Scotland, girl.
Fiona Dean, Aug 20, 2:29 a.m., 7
pounds 10 ounces, OO'N 2 girls.

Wendell and linda Haggard of Man­
chester Tennessee are pleased to
announce the engagement of their
daughter De a Dar ene "DeeDee" to
Andrew James Bittner. son of Robert
and Judy Bittner of Westmont, New
Jersey. A May wedding in Manches­
ter is planned

Michael Nickson of Vancouver,
British Columbia, and Linda Lau­
rence of Bellevue, Washington. are
pleased to announce their engage­
ment. A spring wedding IS planned

Mr and Mrs George Clamp of
Wheatland, Wyoming, and Charles
Troy of Lebanon, Kansas are
pleased to announce the engage­
men of their children Anita Kathleen
Clamp and David Richard Troy A
spring wedding is planned.

Doug Simmons 01 White MIlls. Penn­
sylvania. and Pat Sommons of Wilkes­
Barre, Pennsylvania. are pleased to
announce the engagement of their
daughter Kristen Simmons 0 John
Farrington of Long Beach Island,
New Jersey. An April 2 wedding .s
planned in Long Beach Island

TRANQUADA Martin and Nancy
(Dorman) of Alhambra, California,
boy, Colin Antony, Dec 16. 12:36
p.m, 8 pounds 14 ounces, now 2
boys, 3 girls.

STYER, Tony and Loni (Abbey) of
Dickson, Tennessee, boy, David
Beniamin, Ocl 12, 9 pounds 8
ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl.
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Births

DISHAW, Thomas and Kristin (Vree­
land) of Rockwood, Mchigan girl,
Pamela Alice, Dec. 8, 8 pounds 4
ounces, now 2 boys. 3 girls.

MOULTON Randy and Paula (Cun­
n ngham) of Kingston Ontano. boy.
Joshua Randolph Marvn, Oct 4 6
pounds 7 ounces now 1 boy, 2
glrs

GAY, DaVId and Shela (Rigney) of
Lynchburg Virginia, boy, Jared
Steele, Nov 16, 1244 pm 9
pounds 11 ounces, now 1 boy, 1
girl

BAY ETA. Sincerlito and Mary
Grace (Batan) of Puerto Pflncesa.
Philippines. boy, Prince George
Batan June 4 530 p.m., f"st
chid

CURRY. John and Rosalyn (Verwa­
ter) of Gold Coast. Australia girl,
Jut elle EI se. Nov 16 7 pounds 6
ounces. now 2 girls

NELLER. Greg and Tammy (Hick­
man) of La Crosse, WisconSin, girl,
Kythrun Rae Oc. 18, 10:50 am, 4
pounds 12 ounces. now 1 boy, 3
girls

JOHNSON, Ben and Kathy (Sarfert)
of Wilkes-Barre. Pennsylvania, girl.
Meredith Larissa. Nov. 22 8:36
p.m, 8 pounds 6 ounces, now 2
gorls.

HAYMOND Ron and Kay (Burrill) of
Burlington, Washington .. boy, Nathan
Riley, Dec 6, 4:33 p.m. 7 pounds
12 ounces, now 2 boys.

PETERSON Scoll and Shari
(Mavins) of Clifton Forge Virginia,
girl Laura Lynn, Aug. 30 10:25
p.m , 9 pounds 3 ounces, now 1
boy, 3 grls

HUIE Bryan and Debra (Pronoa) of
LlIle Rock, Arkansas, boy, Joshua
Thomas, Nov 4. 8 p.m., 10 pounds,
first child

LANDRY. Kenneth and Sophia
(James) of Raceland, Lou slana girl.
Brittany A exis. Oct. 28, 6 pounds 2
ounces, first child,

MICK. James and Cynthia (Pratt) of
Detroit, Michigan, g.rl, Valerie Ellen,
Nov 5, 1247 am, 6 pounds 15
ounces, now 2 g.rls

JOHNSON. John and Tammy (Poiri­
er) of Port Orange. Flonda, twin girls.
Melissa Lynn and Usa Marie, Nov.
13, 4:35 and 445 p.m., 6 pounds 11
ounces and 7 pounds 1 ounce now

_1 boy. 2 grls.
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Personal: Is it sin to work on the 'Sabbath day?

100% recycled paper

(I)

~
..... 0
(I) (\I

It) ...-4-:..- 0 10
- I-f I I
-=CJ ...f It)

~~ -I-f T 10

~~
-=0 0 (')= I .....

-=: -=(1) 0 (')
a

~i
-=« ...f0
-« ...f"- Z:4c It) ..-
-4c 30-:«

C I~ -=4C 010
-=4c I..JZ

==~ =4c m([..J·

==
-:« OZ ~-:« OO"-W

-4c oow..-
~ -:« I (lJUJ

~ -« OlOOZW:« ...f~:::>::J:

-=4c ('.I%:UJO
-=« OJ Z-:« l".)~0'([

-=4C '01:101:

mands that we take a less
rigid approach to the Sab­
bath. It demands that we not
condemn our brothers for
the decisions that they make
regarding humanitarian
needs and emergency needs.

Now, it's easy to judge
each other by a list of rules,
but that's not the way that
we want to be judged on the
Day of Judgment. If we want
salvation, we need God's
mercy and grnce. Our eternal
relationship with God is
based on faith in Jesus
Christ.

Some people will rejoice
about what I've written in
this letter, and some will crit­
icize. But I can't let the
potential for criticism pre­
vent me from preaching and
teaching about the new
covenant we have in Jesus
Christ. We are saved by faith,
not by rules, and certainly
not by judging one another.

Serve Jesus Christ
Faith causes us to be will­

ing to obey our Lord arid Sav­
ior in whatever he tells us to
do. We see clear commands
to love one another, to be­
lieve in the Son, to preach the
gospel, to work for unity in
the faith, to meet together as
a Church, to build one anoth­
er up in the faith, to do good
wods of service, to lead pure
and moral lives, to live peace­
ably and to forgive those who
wrong us.

These new covenant com­
mands are demanding. They
absorb all our time. All our
days are dedicated to serving
Jesus Christ. We need to be
busy doing his work always,
and it's not the broad and
easy path. It's a difficult task,
a challenging task, a task
that few Christians are will­
ing to do.

You have already proven
yourselves willing to change,

I and willing to believe Jesus
. Christ. Prny for him to guide

your understanding of this
topic as well. Thanks for
your faithful support.

tians don't keep the Sabbath,
then that's their loss. It's true
that the Sabbath is not com­
manded as part of the new
covenant in the way it was
under the old covenant. Not
keeping it doesn't make
them any less Christian, as
I've tried to make plain.

But it's still their loss. We
know that the Sabbath has
great spiritual benefit. We
need special time dedicated
to God. We should want a
break from our jobs to wor- I

ship our Creator. We should
want time with each other,
to encourage each other to

Saved by faith, not
niles

But now God has called on
the Church to grow in deeper
understanding-we worship
Christ and not the Sabbath.
And let's thank God for that
growth and not get upset
about it.

The Sabbath is a celebrn­
tion of the good things of
God-salvation in Jesus
Christ! And it's a great bless­
ing-if we understand it in
the right perspective as it's
taught in the ew Testa­
ment.

We should hunger and
thirst for the things of God.
We should desire a better
relationship with him and
Jesus Christ. That's part of
the law written on our hearts
by the Holy Spirit under the
terms of the new covenant.
But that spiritual law de-

love and good works. We
should want to hear sermons
that challenge us to think.
We should want to learn new
things from the Bible. We
should want more time in
prnyerandstudy.Weshould
want more time with our
families. We should want to
serve others in their physical
needs. That's what the Sab­
bath is for. It was made for
us, not us for the Sabbath. It
is for our physical and spiri­
tual blessing. And it is all the
more important and mean­
ingful in this modem, secu­
lar society.

But it is not a yoke of
bondage around our necks.
And God does not expect
Christians to go into a pover­
ty cycle to keep it. And I
speak as one who put my job
on the line over the Sabbath,
too, just as many of you
have. Again, God respects
our willingness to sacrifice to
obey him, even though our
understanding was incom­
plete. ever think he doesn't.

The new covenant
is based on faith.
There is nothing
in the new
covenant that says
we are required to
keep the Sabbath
according to the
rules of the old
covenant.

of Tabernacles or to refrain
from working on the Sab­
bath. Making such personal
sacrifices in worship of God
is honorable, and it is an
expression of our dedicated
love for God. In fact, this is a
tremendous witness to oth­
ers when we place our wor­
ship of God above our own
desires.

But it all goes for naught if
we take an attitude of disre­
specting others who do not
match our sacrifice-then
we are cheapening our wor­
ship of God and our sacrifice
by comparing it with others,
and that is only vanity.

A new covenant church
In conclusion, we are a

new covenant church. Our
relationship with God is
based on faith in Christ, not
on the old covenant. Our
faith leads us to obey God in
different ways from the old
covenant. Some old
covenant laws remain the
same, and some are obso­
lete, and some are applied in
different ways. There is a
new covenant between God
and his people.

The new covenant is based
on faith. There is nothing in
the new covenant that says
we are required to keep the
Sabbath according to the
rules of the old covenant. In
the New Testament, we see
examples of people keeping
the Sabbath, and we see
statements that tell us the
Sabbath is a shadow pointing
to the reality, who is Christ.

That doesn't mean that the
Sabbath is done away, but it
means the Sabbath is ful­
filled in Christ. It means
Christ is more important than
the Sabbath. It means the
Sabbath rest for Christians
in Hebrews 4 is the new life
in Christ, not just a day of
the week. And Paul tells us
in Romans 14 that we should
not be involved in disputes
over days.

Being Sabbath-keepers
does not make us more righ­
teous than other Christians.
But when we rightly observe
it, it helps us keep focused on
the true Source of our salva­
tion, and it reminds us that
we have entered the prom­
ised Sabbath rest (of He­
brews 4) through faith in
him. In other words, under
the new covenant, the nature
of Sabbath observance has
also become new. The new
life in Christ is the true Sab­
bath rest. The observance of
the day itself is a shadow of
the reality.

In the Worldwide Church
of God, we believe we should
respect the Sabbath, but
under the new covenant, we
are not held to the identical
form of observance that was
required under the old
covenant. It is not the Sab­
bath itself that is changed,
but the precise way this holy
time is to be observed.

It is holy, of course, in that
we dedicate it to God, not in
the sense that it is binding
on Christians. The Sabbath
has been fulfilled in Jesus
Christ.

If some, even most, Chris-

The Sabbath is a
celebration of the
good things of
God-salvation in
Jesus Christ! And
it's a great bless­
ing-if we under­
stand it in the
right perspective
as it's taught in
the New Testa­
ment.
should not be judging or
condemning our brother's
faith.

ow, there are times when
a brother's faith is weak. And
our job is to give encournge­
ment to the weak, not to give
condemnation to them. Our
faith is in Jesus Christ, not
in each other. Jesus Christ is
the Lord of the Sabbath, and
he created it for us.

It is wrong-headed to
think that achieving an accu­
rate and balanced biblical
understanding of this issue
is watering down the truth.
To learn to behave with the
sensitivity that Jesus Christ
gave as our example to fol­
low is not "watering down."
Don't forget that the only
group that Christ gave a ver­
bal thrashing to were the
Pharisees, who were aceus­
inghimofbreakingtheS~­

bath.
As you well know, over the

years, some of us made sac­
rifices and had faith to quit
our jobs to attend the Feast

principles are more impor­
tant than strict taboos.

But not everyone has a
grasp of the broad principles
as well as Jesus did. So, if
they need rules, they are wel­
come to keep their own
rules-as long as they do it
to the glory of God, as long
as their faith is in Christ and
not in their rules. The main
point is that one group
shouldn't criticize the other.
The conservatives should not
condemn the actions of oth­
ers, and the liberals
shouldn't despise the rule­
keepers. We should welcome
each other based on faith in
Jesus Christ.

The point is that we
should not be sitting in
judgment of how others
observe the Sabbath. Some
will be extra careful to be
home by sundown, while
others will not. Some will
work on the Sabbath
because they have an ox in
the ditch, while others will
not view their situation as
an ox in the ditch.

It is not for us to deter­
mine for others whether
their situation is an ox in the
ditch. It is for each person to
determine for himself or her­
self. We don't piggyback our
way into the kingdom on
somebody else's relationship
with God. We live and die by
our faith in Christ, and we
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thing on the Sabbath, and
the Jewish leaders didn't like
that.

They found out that Jesus
had done this healing on the
Sabbath, and in verses 16-17
we read: "So, because Jesus
was doing these things on
the Sabbath, the Jews perse­
cuted him. Jesus said to
them, 'My Father is always
at his work to this very day,
and I, too, am working.''' So
here Jesus admits that he
was working on the Sabbath,
and he was not sinning.
Jesus was not afraid to use
the word work to describe
what he was doing. In the
new covenant, we need to
take a more flexible
approach with work and
humanitarian needs.

Scripture says that those
who don't provide for their
own families are worse than
unbelievers, and common
sense says that, too. If the
choice is between working
on the Sabbath and provid­
ing food for the family, it is
not a sin to work on the Sab­
bath. It's not the ideal that
we should strive for, but
again, we should not apply
old covenant rules to the
new covenant Sabbath. They
aren't doing it for selfish
benefit, but to avoid hunger
and putting their families
out on the street.

Some people might call it
a lack of faith, but other pe0­

ple might call it appropriate.
One person sees it as an ox
in the ditch, or as holy bread
that can be eaten by hungry
people. Another person sees
it differently, but I hope that
one person doesn't judge the
other.

Therefore, we will not dis­
fellowship a person who
works to feed his family. He
is not worse than an unbe­
liever. Rather, I want to
encourage that person to
stay in the Church, to attend
when he can until he can
devote the whole day to
God's seIVice.

If other people want to be
stricter, they certainly can be
for themselves. But they
should not judge their broth­
ers. We are under the new
covenant, you see, and the
new covenant simply doesn't
require the Sabbath in the
same way that the old cove­
nant did. We see New Testa­
ment examples of Sabbath­
keeping, but we don't see
commands like the Old Tes­
tament had: Do not gather
food, do not carry a burden,
do not travel out of the city,
etc.

Not judging others
Some people want bound­

aries spelled out for them.
Others do not, and they want
to live their Christian faith
as guided by broader princi­
ples. Jesus saw principles as
more important than specif­
ic rules. We see this in the
Sermon on the Mount, in his
teachings about lust and
hate and violence. We see it
in his approach to the Sab­
bath, too. Humanitarian


